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PKEFACE. 


The  Letters  oompofimg  this  Tolume  were  written  and 
published  in  oontinaation  of  those  collected  in  the  Tolome 
entitied  ''War  Coireepondence  of  the  Daily  News," 
isBoed  last  December.  After  the  fall  of  Strasburg  and 
Metz,  the  interest  of  the  war  was  more  than  eyer  con- 
centrated upon  and  around  Paris,  and  the  operations  of 
the  Prench  armies,  with  their  successes  and  misfortunes, 
were  estimated  with  reference  to  the  hope  of  relieving 
the  capital.  In  the  present  Tolume  the  story  of  the  war 
18  re8u^led  at  the  recapture  of  Orleans  by  the  Germans, 
after  battles  that  effaced  advantages  which  had  seemed 
for  a  time  the  presage  of  ultimate  victory  for  the 
Prench,  and  it  is  continued  to  the  conclusion  of  a  peace 
crowned  by  the  occupation  of  Paris.  The  brilliant  triumph 
of  i^e  Germans,  and  its  influence  upon  civilization, 
have  yet  to  be  tested  by  time,  which,  it  may  be  hoped, 
will  heal  the  wounds  inflicted  on  Prance.  Our  task  has 
been,  not  to  anticipate  the  verdict  of  history,  but  to  group 
a  series  of  life-like  pictures  of  some  of  the  greatest  events 
of  this  age.  .-- 


CHRONOLOGY    OF    THE    WAR 

F&OM   THE   BECAFTURB   OF    ORLEANS    BT   THE    GEEMANS 

TO  THE  CONCLUSION  OF  PEACE. 


Dec.  5. 

The  Germans  enter  Orleans  at  1  A-x.  Count  Moltke  sends  intelli- 
genoe  of  the  fact  to  C^eneral  Trochn. 

Dec  7. 

The  Grand  Doke  of  Mecklenbnig  is  attacked  by  General  Chanzy 
between  Menng  and  Beangency,  and  a  contest  begins  which  continues 
lor  foor  days. 

Dec.  8. 

The  (Jermans  capture  Beangency,  with  1,100  prisoners  and  six 
gons. 

Dec  9. 

The  battle  of  Beangency  continued.  Dieppe  oocnpied  by  a  detach- 
ment of  General  Mantenfiel's  army. 

Dec  10. 

The  seat  of  the  French  Gbvemment  is  transferred  to  Tonis.  Ham 
capitnlates  to  the  French,  who  take  200  prisoners. 

Dec  10. 

General  Chancy  concentrates  his  forces,  and  retires  to  the  Forest 
of  Marchenoir. 

Dec  12. 

Phalsbnrg  snrrenden,  its  garrison  of  1,800  men  becoming  pri* 
Boners  of  war. 

Dec  14. 

MontmMy  capitnlates,  its  garrison  of  8,000  becoming  prisoners. 
General  Chansy  is  attacked  at  Yend6me  and  Fr^teval. 
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Prfitetal  ttbandoneil. 
■8  fighting. 

Dec  20. 

The  Tenth  Qsnnui  Cortw  attack  3,000  MobiliA  near  Uoniuae, 
ood  drire  cbem  to  irUra-Dame  d'Oe,  utax  Toon.  The  OtnuBU 
eTacD&te  Nnilfi. 

Dec.  21. 

The  garriaoD  of  Pftru  nuJce  sortiH  agiuoBt  Staioa,  Lo  Bonrget, 
8e»i»[i,  »nd  TQle  Hvnirt.  After  Bevonvl  hoiire'  bard  fighting  the 
French  are  repulsed,  but  leave  detiuhmeiiCs  at  Ville  Evrurt  and 
Miiion  Blanche.  The  Qermans  appear  at  Tours,  ajid  meeting  with 
remstance,  throw  BhsUs  into  it.  The  Mnyui  comtm  forward  and  aeks 
for  tenoa,  bat  the  ODrmaDS  ruljre. 

Dec.  23. 

An  iadecuiie  ootian  is  fooght  at  Pont-Nojellea,  belwevu  the  French 
Aruij  of  the  NoTtli  onder  Qi:aeral  Foidherbe,  aad  a  portion  of  the 
Gumuui  Pint  Ana;  under  General  Montenffid. 

Dec.  25. 

Six  Eagliih  cxuI-TesBeb  are  sunk  by  the  Fnunlana  iu  the  Seine, 
at  Dudoir,  the  port  of  Sonen. 

Dec.  27. 

The  Qennan  aiege  artillerj  opeuB  firv  upon  the  entrenched  pufjtian 
of  Mont  Avron.     Tlie  Ounnan  trooia  under  auneml  Qlniner  evaciaitol 
Dijon,  ntiring  upon  VewmJ.  fl 


The  Oennoni  vi^t  Hont  Arron,  and  direct  the  fire  of  their  uege 
batteries  npon  th«  north-etut  forta.  _ 


Jan.  a,  1871. 

H£iiir«Baipitalatee.  the  Gormanji  making  2,000  priaonerE.  Oanerut 
TOD  Oiiben  ii  attacked  in  the  Tillages  north  of  Bapaume, 


CHRONOLOQT.  IX 


JaiLS. 

Bfnme  Ib  iittielred  \tf  the  Fnndi  under  Genend  Fudiiert)e,  who 
gun  poMMum  of  m  portion  of  the  town.  In  the  nig^t,  Qeneral 
Fftidherbe  retiree  for  want  of  enppliee. 

JaiL4. 

The  Seoond  Gennan  Aimy,  under  Frinoe  Frederiok  Gharles,  begins 
m  morement  of  eeneentrstion  towards  Yenddme. 

JaiLS, 

The  finrts  of  the  soathem  firont  of  the  defences  of  Paris  are  bom- 

» 

barded.    The  fortress  of  fiocroi  enrrenders. 

Jan.  6. 

Victory  of  Prince  Frederick  Charles  before  Yenddme ;  and  defeat 
of  Doke  William  of  Mecklenburg,  near  St.  Amand. 

Jan.  10. 

Battle  of  Chang6,  the  Germans  yictorious  with  heavy  loss. 

Jan.  11. 

Battle  of  Le  Mans,  severe  fighting  with  apparently  indecisive 
results,  but  General  Chanzy^  afUsr  the  Breton  Mobiles  have  given 
way,  orders  a  retreat. 

Jan.  12. 

Attack  on  the  Germans  at  Les  Noyers,  to  cover  French  retreat ; 
the  Germans  enter  Le  Mans. 

Jan.  13. 

Prince  Frederick  Charles  establishes  his  head-quarters  in  Le  Mans. 
General  Schmidt  captures  the  stores  of  the  camp  at  Conlie.  General 
Boorbaki  captures  Arcey  and  St.  Marie.     ■ 

Jan.  15. 

General  von  Werder  is  seriously  attacked  by  General  Bonrbaki 
before  Chagey,  hot  maintains  his  positions.  General  Chanzy  issues 
an  order  of  the  day  stigmatizing  the  ''  bhameful  cowardice  "  of  a  por- 
tion of  his  troops  before  Le  Mans. 

Jan.  16. 

General  Bonrbaki  renews  his  attack  on  Yon  Werder  with  increased 
forces,  bot  fails  to  move  him.  Colonel  Isnard,  by  orders  of  General 
Faidherbe,  recaptures  St.  Quentin. 

Jan.  17. 

Longwy  is  invested.  Bonrbaki  renews  his  attack,  and  again  failing 
orders  a  general  retreat. 


( 


X  CBRONOLOOT.  H 

Jan.  18. 

Tbe  King  nf  Pmasia  Bdaumei  tb«  title  sad  ^gntty  of  Gmpcrar. 
VoQ  Ooben  sttAckti  Faidhetbe,  and  diivei  him  to  St.  QnentiD. 

Jan.  le. 

QenenJa  Trocho,  Vinoy,  imd  Dncrot  h<;«d  ■  gmnd  mrtie  from 
FikriB,  ffith  100,000  men,  wbo,  fighting  all  daji,  gain  lOiiie  gronml, 
and  then  rstieat.  Fudlierbe  li  defeated  in  a.  deciaire  lattlu,  snd 
drircn  Ibroucli  and  bejond  gt.  Qumtin  with  enonaoiu  loss. 

Jan.  20. 

Oonarol  Trocbn  reqaeata  on  armi(ti<M  of  two  dayg  tu  bur;  bis 
dead — it  is  nEiued. 

Jan.  21. 

DijOD  ii  atta«ked  bf  Prmsian  mip*  of  UantenfTera  Piftb  kriaj, 
on  tbair  way  to  oo-opemte  with  Yon  Werder  against  Bourbaki.  The 
attack  ia  repalsed  bjGaribaldl  DAle  ii  oconpied  bj  tb«  Oemiana, 
wba  rapture  230  rajlwaj  wfiggoiu  kdeu  irith  proriaona,  fonge, 
and  clctbing. 

Jan.  23. 

Bonewed  Pnuaian  attaiTt  and  repolse  at  Dijon. 
Jan.  24. 

H.  Jules  FaTTO  appears  at  Tenaillei,  and  inquires  for  Coont 
Biamaick.  ■ 

Jan.  25.  ^ 

Locgwj  capitnlatta.  ^H 

Jan.  28.  T 

M.  Jnlea  Pavra  dgm  an  Armiatice-ConTontion,  giTlng  tbe  QermanB 
pMsesfflaD  of  all  the  forU  around  Paria,  and  recognidng  ibe  annj  of 
Faiia — Liae,  Habilea,  and  eoilom — aa  priaanera  of  war,  and  making 
the  citf  liable  to  a  war  coDtribation  of  £3,000,000.  | 

Jan.  29.  I 

HoDt  Val&ien  and  the  other  forta  are  oocnpied  bj  tbe  Qenaana.    | 

Jan.  30. 

lAfge  Dumbers  of  Qeiicital  Bourbakt's  armj  croaa  tbe  Swiss  fron- 


of 


Feb.  1. 

Genentl  Cliocbainp,  commaQding  the  arm;  lalelj  usder  Bonrbaki, 
0  with  Genera]  Henog,  under  wMcb  80,000  French 
M  SwiuerlaDd. 
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Bleetlona  to  tlM  National  AnemUy  take  plaoe  tliroag^at  France. 

Feb.  12. 

Meeting  of  the  National  Aaembly  at  Bordeaux. 

Feb.  13.    . 

The  memben  of  the  Gorenunent  of  National  ]>efenoe  lay  down 
tlieir  poirers. 

Feb.  16. 

The  Armistioe  ia  extended  from  the  19th  to  the  24th  of  Febroary. 

Feb.  17. 

IL  Thiers  appointed  Chief  of  the  ExecotiTe  Qorenunent  of  France. 

Feb.  22. 

Farther  exteniion  of  the  Axiniatioe  to  Febniazy  26. 

Feb.  26. 

Signatore  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Kar.L 

Entzy  of  Qerman  troops  into  Paris.    Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peaoe  by  the  National  Assembly. 

lfar.2. 

The  German  troops  eracnate  F^uia. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 


Ov  the  5tli  of  December  a  Grerman  parlementaire  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  Frencli  outposts,  and  requested  to 
be  conducted  to  the  Governor  of  Paris.  He  was  taken 
to  Greneral  Trocbu,  to  whom  he  delivered  the  following 
letter: — 

"  Venailles,  Dee.  5. 
**  It  maj  be  useM  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Armj  of  the  Loire  was  defeated  near  Orleans  yesterday, 
and  that  that  town  is  reoccupied  by  the  German  troops. 
Should,  however,  your  Excellency  deem  it  expedient  to  be 
convinced  of  the  &ct  through  one  of  your  own  officers, 
I  will  not  fail  to  provide  him  with  a  safe-conduct  to  come 
and  return.  Receive,  General,  the  expression  of  the  high 
considerations  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

"  The  Chief  of  the  Staff, 

"VON  MOLTKB." 

There   could  be   no  doubt  as  to  the  motive  of  the 
VOL.  n.  B 
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German  commander  in  commnni eating,  at  the  carlieat 
possible  moment,  and  in  tbia  forranl  manner,  intelligence 
whicb  was  certain  to  reach  Paris  in  a  few  days  without 
his  intervention.  In  October  11.  Gambetta  bad  promised 
that,  if  Paris  would  hold  out  only  a  few  weeks,  it  should 
be  delivered ;  and  in  the  same  month  iLUother  member 
of  the  Bordcans  Government  had  publicly  offered  to 
"  have  his  head  cut  off"  if  the  Army  of  the  Loire, 
which,  bo  said,  was  300,000  strong',  did  not  relievo  Paris 
in  December.  It  was  allowable,  then,  for  Counts 
Bismarck  and  Holtke  to  assame  that  intelligence  of  a. 
defeat  of  the  Loire  Army  so  decisive  as  to  be  sealed  by 
the  capture  of  Orleans,  would  produce  a  strong  imprea- 
eion  on  the  mind  of  the  Government  of  National  Defence, 
and,  perhaps,  lead  to  such  a  review  of  the  condition  of 
France  and  its  armies  as  would  prepare  the  way  for  nego- 
tiations for  peace.  It  Tvas  known  that  Count  Bismarck 
intended  to  give  the  French  Government  an  opportunity 
of  this  kind,  and  that  he  was  much  disappointed  that 
I  no  advantage  was  taken  of  bis  movement.  General 
fTrochu  received  the  parlementaire  very  hospitably,  and, 
I  conversation  on  military  Eiffaira,  gave  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  cast  no  doubt  upon  the  accuracy  of  his 
information. 

Count  Moltke's  letter  was  discussed  on  the  same  day  at 
a  special  Council  of  Ministers.  One  of  their  number,  M. 
Ernest  Picard,  thought  the  opportnuity  should  be  embraced 
of  examining  the  question  whether  an  honourable  peace 
might  not  then  be  made,  and  his  opinion  appeared  to  make 
some  impression  on  his  colleagues.  General  Trochn,  how- 
ever, remarked  that  thest'  overtures  only  proved  the  critical 
position  of  the  enemy  in  the  heart  of  a  hostile  conntiy, 
and  in  the  depth  of  winter ;  that  the  German  victory 
might  be  leas  complete  than  it  was  represented ;  that  every- 
thing was  to  bo  gained  by  continuing  the  struggle  until 
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help  came  from  the  provinces  ;  that  Paris  could  hold 
oat  a  loDg  time,  &iid  that  victories  might  follow  reverses. 
"  Camhaltre^'  he  concluded,  "  eombattre  encore,  combaltre 
toujour*  !  "  His  eloquence  and  enthnsiaam  indnced  the 
Council  to  decide  aaanimoii-sly  ou  the  continnance  of 
the  war,  and  the  parlementaire  was  sent  back  with  tba 
following  letter  : —  , 

"Parii,  See.  G. 
"Tonr  Excellenqf  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  inform 
me   that    the    Army   of    the    Loire    was    defeated   near 
Orleans,  and   that  that   town    is  reoccapied  hy  German 

"  I  have  the  hononr  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  that 
commanication,  which  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to 
verify  throogh  the  means  which  yonr  Ejcellency  saggesta 
io  me.  Receive,  General,  the  eipression  of  the  high  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yonr  very 
homUe  and  very  obedient  servant, 

"The  Governor  of  Paris,  General  Tkochtj." 

Thia  interchange  of  coramnnications  was  at  once  made 
known  to  the  citizens,  by  a  note  transmitted  to  the 
jonmahi.  The  njembers  of  the  Government  appended  to 
Count  Moltke's  letter  a  commentary,  which  pledged  them 
to  a  Btrennons  prosecution  of  the  defence.  "  This  news," 
they  Hid,  "  which  reaches  ns  through  the  enemy,  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  accnrate,  does  not  deprive  us  of  our  right  to 
rely  on  the  great  movement  of  Prance  rushing  to  onr 
relief-  It  changes  nothing  either  in  our  resolutions  or 
onr  dnties.  A  single  word  sums  them  up — to  fight ! 
Long  live  France  !     Long  live  the  Republic  !  " 

ThoB  heroically  did  Paris,  in  the  after- words  of  the  same 
Government,  "  resign  itself  to  the  most  cruel  privations, 
and  accept  ruin,  disease,  and  death.'' 
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The  "  great  movement  of  France,"  on  wbich  General 
Trocha  and  his  coUeagiieB  relind,  was  no  vain  dream,  and 
can  we  say  that  the  Government  had  no  right  to  hope  for 
BDCceRS  as  the  reward  of  continaed  resistance  P  It  did 
not  so  appear  at  the  time  to  impartial  nentral  observei'R. 
Uihtary  students  amongst  ourselves  pointed  out  that 
France  had  gained  greatlj  in  strength  ever  since  the 
Emperor's  surrender  at  Sedan.  At  that  date,  Paris  alone 
offered  a  show  of  resistance,  and  the  garrison  of  the  capital, 
nnmerous  as  it  was,  was  composed  of  raw  levies  and  of 
beaten  and  demoralized  troops. 

Within  the  two  montbs  that  had  elapsed,  Paris  had  been 
rendered  impregnable  io  an  assaalt;  she  had  on  ample 
and  well-appointed  garrison ;  two  powerful  active  itrmies 
tad  been  created  within  her  walls,  and  in  the  recent 
battles  had  given  proofs  of  real  courage  and  discipline. 
Outside  Paris,  and  intended  to  relieve  it,  three  armies — 
those  of  the  North,  of  the  West,  and  of  the  Loire — had, 
ns  it  were,  grown  up  snddcnly,  and  were  increasing  daily 
in  strength.  These  armies  were,  no  doubt,  of  inferior 
quality,  being  made  up  chiefly  of  young  troops;  but  they 
were  TBry  formidable  in  numbers  [  they  held  positions  that 
seriously  threatened  their  foe  ;  and  the  Array  of  the  Loire, 
though  lately  defeated,  had  shown  that  it  could  fight,  and 
that  it  was  far  from  a  contemptible  force.  Nor  was  this 
all.  Behind  the  lines  created  by  Paris  and  her  relieving 
armies  France  was  gathering  in  strength.  She  was 
renewing  her  lost  material,  was  obtaining  powerful  artil- 
lery-, and  organizing  recruits  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 
If  these  levies  were  as  y-ct  but  of  little  value,  before  rnany 
months  were  over  they  might  become  good  soldiers. 

True,  the  German  armies  were  largo  and  of  the  best 
i^uality,  but  within  or  around  Paris  they  were  extremely 
inferior  in  numbers  to  those  they  confronted.  As  long  ns 
Paris  should  hold  oat,  the  German  armies  woald  remain 
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exposed  to  most  formidable  operations,  both  from  within 
the  city  and  from  without,  on  the  part  of  an  enemj 
greatly  superior  in  numbers,  and  having  remarkable 
advantages  of  position.  They  were,  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  case,  liable  to  be  caught  between  two  assailantr, 
and  placed  between  two  fires,  should  the  active  army  of 
Paris  and  even  one  of  the  relieving  armies  be  able  to  join 
bands ;  and  in  that  event  tHey  would  be  in  considerable 
danger.  Furthermore,  the  lines  of  their  communications 
even  dose  to  Paris  must  remain  seriously  menaced,  and 
flihoQld  a  powerful  force  once  lay  hold  of  these  arteries  of 
military  life,  they  would  certainly  be  obliged  to  raise  the 
siege,  and  probably  be  in  very  great  difficulties.  In  any 
case,  it  was  argued,  the  defence  of  Paris  would  have  the 
effect  of  raising  France  from  the  lowest  point  of  military 
depression ;  of  making  the  chances  of  war,  so  long  as  the 
capital  held  out,  unfavourable  in  many  respects  to  the 
Crermans;  and  of  gaining  time  for  her  to  protract  the 
struggle.  Under  the  influence  of  considerations  of  this 
order,  the  war  was  resumed  on  both  sides  with  new 
ardour. 

Paris  received  the  unwelcome  tidings  concerning 
Orleans  before  it  had  satisfactorily  accounted  for  its  own 
failures  in  the  great  sorties  of  November  30  and  Decem- 
ber 2.  Outside  Paris  the  officers  and  men  of  the  German 
army  were  comparing  their  experiences  of  the  recent  hard 
fighting,  and  speculating  on  its  probable  results.  On  the 
4th  of  December,  the  Correspondent  at  the  head-quarters 
of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony  (formerly  the  Correspon- 
dent at  Metz)  wrote  from  Le  Yert  Ghdant : — 

Leaving  Chelles  this  morning,  I  rode  through  8eve^a^ 
villages  in  the  direction  of  Margency,  a  spot  I  have 
almost  learned  to  consider  my  home,  when  between 
Aolnay  and  Le  Blanc  Mesnil  I  met  the  Head-quai'ter 
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Baggage  Colnmn,  headed  hj  the  Qaarfermaater-General. 
His  tidings  were  that  the  Crown  Prince's  head-quarters 
had  been  removed  this  morning  to  Le  Vert  Galont, 
and  that  Prince  George  was  to  stand  fast  in  Champs. 
This  arrangement  was  temporary,  aa  he  hoped,  while  the 
tronbles  lasted  in  the  region  of  the  peuinsula  of  which  I 
have  written  bo  much.  After  the  threatening  symptoms 
there  had  subsided,  a  reversion  to  the  old  poaitions  was 
to  take  place.  This  information  naturally  sent  mo  back 
to  Le  Vert  Galant,  where,  sure  enough,  I  found  tho 
Crown  Prince  located  in  the  chateau — far  and  away  a 
moaner  ch&teau  than  that  of  Margency — and  whither  the 
larger  portion  of  his  staff  had  accompanied  him.  Wben 
I  arrived,  a  placid  breakfast  was  in  progress,  nothing 
occurring  to  disturb  the  mid'day  meal.  I  breakfasted 
in  Chellea  with  Major  von  Soboenberg  and  the  Staff  of 
the  103rd  Regiment  (Saxons).  While  breakfast  was 
proceeding,  it  was  suddenly  announced  that  the  whole 
23rd  Division,  of  which  the  103rd  form  a  part,  was  to 
cross  tho  JIame.  So  destination  was  announced.  They 
might  go  to  !Noisy,  under  the  terrible  fire ;  tliey  might 
relieve  the  Wiirtembergers  in  the  hardly  less  dangerous 
Villiers  ;  or  it  might  be  their  lot  to  occupy  the  splendid 
chateau  of  tho  wealthy  soapboiler  in  Champs.  Nobody 
knew,  but  the  movement  looked  like  fighting.  Before 
coffee  was  nerved,  however,  there  arrived  a  couple  of 
lieutenants  of  tho  108th  Regiment,  come  to  take  up 
quarters  for  the  regiment,  and  bringing  the  announce- 
ment that  the  whole  of  the  24th  Division  was  under 
orders  to  take  the  positions  of  the  23rd  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Mame.  Tho  anticipations  of  an  immediate 
renewal  of  the  combat  subsided  on  this  intelligence — all 
that  was  in  progress  was  merely  an  outer  change  of 
quarters,  and  the  relief  of  a  division  that  had  suffered 
very  much  on  the  Sad  instant. 
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But  to  return  to  the  chateau  at  Chellea,  and  to  the  two 
sprightly  yonng  lientenaiits  of  the  IClSth,  who  came 
there  to  choose  quarters  for  th^ir  brother  officers.  The 
youngest  of  them,  a  boy  of  about  nineteen,  had  rare 
Inck  on  the  2nd.  By  the  doctrine  of  cbances  be  should 
hare  been  on  the  look-out  for  a  grave,  not  for  quarters. 
In  the  short  ekdrta  of  hia  tunic  were  four  buJJet-holes, 
his  left  ehoulder-atrap  was  sev-ered  and  hung  in  fringes 
from  another  bullet,  und  be  had  no  knee  on  the  left  leg 
of  hia  oyeralis^tbe  piece  had  been  torn  clean  out  by 
the  fragment  of  a  shell.  The  young  rascal  walked  lame 
from  the  latter  casualty,  but  otherwise  he  vas  as  sound 
as  a  bell,  and  to  see  him  tackle  a  yard  of  "  wnrst "  was  a 
caution.  While  our  young  friends  were  talking  with 
Major  von  Scboenberg  about  quarters,  there  dropped  ia 
the  repreaentative  of  another  reginicnt  on  the  same 
errand.  I  was  an  auditor  of  the  Interview.  It  was  too 
good  not  to  be  narrated.  Representatire  of  iucomiiig 
regiment:  "  Tou  have  here  a  beautiful  place,  Herr 
Major,  with  a  fine  Speiie  aaal  and  a  grand  piano.  This 
will  suit  well  our  Herr  Oberst."  Herr  Major  Schoen- 
berg:  "Oh  yes,  and  many  grenades  como  into  the 
garden.  That  will  furnish  a  pleasant  accompaniment  to 
the  piano."  As  if  to  confirm  the  Major's  words,  whiz — 
bong,  came  a  shell  from  Mont  Avrou,  and  lit  right  in 
IVont  of  the  window,  sending  the  pellets  of  frozen  mud 
right  through  the  glass.  The  Major  grinned  a.  dry  grin. 
His  sympathy  had  been  enlisted  as  regards  quarters 
in  favour  of  the  young  lieutenants.  The  formal  staff- 
officer  hesitated.  Whiz,  bang,  another  shell — this  time 
on  the  roof.  He  looked  still  more  undecided.  Then  up 
came  the  doctor  of  the  103rd,  and  recounted  how  the 
shells  yesterday  had  interfered  with  him.  Tiiia  was 
enough  for  our  friend.  He  left  the  field  to  the  young  _ 
lieutenants,  aud  went  in  search  of  quarters  less  exposed. 
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la  I  jogged  oat  of  Cholles,  on  the  way  to  Montfermeil, 
I  met  the  wliole  of  the  1st  Infantry  Guard  Regiment. 
Thia  was  the  avant  courier  of  o,  whole  division  of  the 
Guards,  inclnding  the  Artillery,  pressing  on  to  occupy 
Chellea  and  tlie  vicinity.  I  trast  the  movement,  and 
those  movements  along  the  whole  line  of  which  this 
was  but  a  detail,  do  not  augur  anything  more  than  a 
design  to  strengthen  the  position  across  the  dangci'ous 
pcninBula  in  such  a  manner  as  to  negative  whatever 
advantage  the  French  may  ostensibly  derive  from  their 
occupation  of  Brie,  Champigny,  and  the  peninsula  in 
the. rear  of  these  villages.  As  I  rode  ont  of  Chclles, 
the  shells — how  similar  are  the  two  names  ! — came 
pounding  into  it  vigorously.  The  French  must  have 
seen  the  movement  of  the  troops,  and  thought  to 
inconvenience  it  with  their  long-range  artillery.  A 
Qerman  battery  on  n  bluff  Iretween  Chelles  and  MonU 
fermeil  might  have  attempted  a  reply,  but  Mont  Avrou 
was  allowed  to  have  it  all  its  own  way.  The  only 
casualty,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  the  fire  produced  waa 
to  startle  a  pair  of  fine  grey  lioraea  which,  with  a 
C-arriage  behind  theni,  were  coming  down  the  steep 
slope  out  of  Montfermeil.  Off  they  tore  at  a  furious 
gallop,  kicking  the  splinter  bar  to  bits,  and  utterly 
ignoring  the  frantic  zeal  with  which  the  driver  tugged 
at  the  reins.  They  dashed  through  a  company  of 
Guardf,  routing  with  ignominy  a  section  which  had 
taken  up  the  road,  bayonets  levelled,  with  intent  to 
stop  them.  The  driver  jumped  out  here,  and  alighted 
safely  on  the  top  of  a  soldier.  The  horses  galloped  on, 
etrewing  tlie  road  with  portmanteaus,  cigar-boxes,  a 
mattresB,  and  other  contents  of  the  carriage,  which  was 
rapidly  going  to  pieces.  At  length,  still  pursuing  the 
same  headlong  pace,  they  vanished  round  a  corner,  and 
their  ultimate  fate  I  know  not. 


»T.]  A    PLEASANT  BIVOUAC.  » 

Forty  years  ago  there  conld  bave  been  few  6iier  residenceB 
ronnd  Paris  tbiui  a  certain  chateau  which  need  not  he 
named,  but  which  is  situa-ted  on  the  plain  somewhere 
between  Gag'ny  and  Vilie  Emirt.  The  raUway  came 
and  infringed;  on  ita  amenities,  but  not  to  any 
great  eit«nt,  the  noble  o!ii  trees  acting  as  a  screen  to 
the  track.  Later  came  the  Germans,  and  tbey  be- 
devilled the  amenities,  far  worse  than  the  railway. 
War  time  is  a  bad  season  for  trim  graas-plota,  painted 
fitaircaaea,  and  Inxurioos  carpets.  Then,  last  of  all, 
came  sheils  from  Mont  Avron,  over  the  way,  and 
played  old  gooBeberry  with  the  amenities  that  still 
kept  np  a  self-assertion  in  the  face  of  the  hostile  occu- 
pation. The  hour  is  midnight.  A  huge  wood  fire 
is  blazing  in  the  noble  drawing-room  of  this  man- 
BJon.  In  a  comfortable  arm-chair  on  one  side  of 
this  fire  sits  a  middle-aged  lieutenant,  opposite 
him  an  individual  in*  civilian  attire.  The  two  are 
drinking  grog,  and  chatting  as  they  drink.  They  are 
old  friends.  They  knew  each  other  a  dozen  years  ago 
in  Lunehnrg,  that  dullest  of  all  dull  Hanoverian  cities, 
when  as  yet  King  George,  the  pious,  the  blind,  and  the 
obstinate,  reigned  in  Hanover,  and  annexation  was  only 
dimly  apprehended  by  far-sighted  people,  who — such  is 
the  lot  of  the  sapient — were  put  down  as  theorists  and 
alarmists.  The  middle-aged  lientenant  had  fought  in 
six-and-sixty  in  the  army  of  his  monarch,  and  when  the 
evil  day  came  he,  with  some  eighty  comrades,  trans- 
ferred hia  services  to  Saxony,  in  preference  to  remaining 
in  an  army  which  thenceforth  was  to  bo  merely  a 
Pmssian  Army  Corps.  The  talk  is  of  the  old  days 
in  Lanebnrg,  of  pleasant  rides  by  the  banks  of  the 
Broenan,  of  rowing  excursions  up  to  Rothenaleuser,  of 
naughty  scampers  to  Hamburg,  of  those  pretty  English 
girls  that  stole  the  hearts  of  a  coaple  of  regiments 
of  infantr}',  of  the  old  Waterloo  major  that  lived  by 
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ihe  waterside,  of  certam  sGnaatioiial  Gteepleclutsea  and 
memorable  laess  dinners.  Unto  these  two  tiiero  entere 
tJnder-offioer  Scliiiltz.  Schnltz  is  a  Saxon,  but  utterly 
unlike  the  bulk  of  hie  countrymen.  Schultz  wonld 
make  an  eKcellent  study  for  an  artist  anxious  to  limn 
a  Cameroniau  or  one  of  Cromwell'a  Ironsidos.  TTi« 
name  might  be  Praise-the-Lord-Barcbones.  Tall,  gaunt, 
thin-flanked,  and  square-ahouldered,  with  high  cheek- 
bones, and  a  lofty,  niuTow  forehead.  Under- oBBcer 
Schnltz  entere,  and  bringing  hia  heela  together  with 
an  audible  clank,  Btanda  bolt  upright  and  motionless. 
"Well,  Schultz?"  asks  the  lieutenant.  "Herr  Lieu- 
tenant, the  patrol  is  ready,"  replies  Schultz,  with  solemn' 
curtness.  Herr  Lieutenant  bolta  the  heeltap  of  hia 
grog,  rises,  tightens  his  sword-belt,  feels  for  his  little 
friend  the  six-chambered  revolver,  puts  on  his  cloak 
and  helmet,  pulls  up  hia  long  boots,  and  is  ready.  The 
civilian's  preparations  are  ain^ler,  since  he  has  no  arma 
to  see  to.  Out  into  the  night  air.  "  Der  Teufcl !  what 
a  beastly  night."  It  was  frosty  in  the  morning,  and 
now  it  rains  a  drizzly  rain.  The  wet  has  mingled 
with  the  frost,  and  the  gi-ound  is  at  once  slippery 
and  sticky.  It  will  be  dirty  and  heavy  walking 
to-night,  that  is  clear.  There  is  a  moon,  but  the  sky 
seems  as  muddy  as  the  earth,  and  her  rays  servB 
only  to  impart  a  dir^  white  tinge  to  ihe  fine  drizzling 
rain.  The  patrol — three  sturdy  Saxon  soldiers — are 
standing  motionless  in  the  gloom,  the  rod  cigar-tips 
showing  dimly  through  the  rime.  "  March  ! "  says  the 
lieutenant.  Schultz  takes  his  place  in  front  of  the 
patrol,  aud  behind  the  lieutenant  and  \riA  companion, 
and  away  goes  the  littie  partj-,  slipping  and  stumbling 
down  the  tree- shade  wed  avenue.  They  traverse  about 
half  an  Bnglish  mile  of  fiat  countiy,  crossed  by 
nnmeroaa  wbUb  and  fences,  enclosing  fields  and  ths 
gronndB  surroiinding  chAteanx.     The  way  is 
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and  the  road  horrible.  There  is  no  life  in  this  tract,  till 
lately  inhabited  by  wealthy  Parisians.  Somewhere  abont 
is  a  new  cluLtean,  not  qnite  finished,  belonging  to  the 
great  French  surgeon,  Nelaton.  Bnt  the  masons  and 
carpenters  have  stopped  their  work,  and  are  now  in  the 
Garde  Mobile,  and  the  doctor  is  certainly  not  at  home. 
Suddenly  the  ground  begins  to  rise.  The  party  are 
climbing  the  steep  slope  of  a  hilL  That  hill  is  Mont 
Avron.  There  is  no  road,  only  a  rough  track  through 
the  shaggy  copsewood.  At  every  second  step  somebody 
is  on  his  hands  and  J^ees ;  now  stumbling  over  a  stump, 
now  losing  his  foot-hold  in  the  mud  with  the  frost- 
hardened  substratum.  The  hill-track  winds  and  wriggles, 
but  it  is  always  upward,  and  that  steeply  too,  so  that  the 
breathing  comes  harder  and  shorter.  Suddenly  there 
comes  a  smothered  "Halt !"  from  vigilant  Under-ofl&cer 
Schultz,  that  curious  pitch  of  the  voice  in  ftill  develop- 
ment that  is  the  characteristic  of  Saxon- Grerman,  and 
that  reminds  one  so  much  of  the  "  twang  "  of  the  fisher- 
folk  in  the  villages  on  the  Moray  Firth.  Under-ofl&cer 
Schultz  has  not  called  "  Halt !"  for  nothing ;  his  quick 
ear  has  detected  coming  footsteps.  "  Dodge  behind  the 
thick  brushwood  there,"  is  the  sharp-whispered  order 
of  Herr  Lieutenant.  The  party  is  oflT  the  track  in  a 
twinkling,  hiding  like  a  Fenimore  Cooper's  Indian,  the 
civilian,  in  particular,  squatting  like  a  rabbit.  The 
'  movement  was  not  an  instant  too  soon.  The  sound  of 
l^e  footlsteps  and  voices  comes  nearer  and  nearer.     There 

•  is  a  medley  of  jabber,  everybody  speaking  together  in 
shrill  French.  "  A  patrol  of  Francs-tireurs,"  whispers 
the  Lieutenant.    A  nice  patrol  party  truly,  doing  their 

'    work  with  that  silent  vigilance  and  caution  which  the 

f'i  duty  essentially  calls  for.  Pop!  a  gun  goes  oflT.  Have 
the  jabberers  spotted  the  lurkers  in  the  wood?     If  so, 

^     the  thought  occurs  to  one  of  them  that  a  certain  worthy 
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woman  in  a  certain  little  island  ftcross  a  certain  Channel 
lias  ft  remarkably  strong  chanee  of  being  a  widow  in  tho 
course  of  a  few  minutes.  Tut !  tlio  apprehension  was 
ludicrons.  One  of  tho  Francs-tirenrs  had  fired  off  bis 
piece  in  mere  lightness  of  heart.  Probably  ho  shot 
into  the  air.  Stem  Under-officer  Schulta  gives  a  snort, 
of  contempt,  and  mutters  between  his  teeth,  "  diimmer 
Eal." 

The  Frane-tircnr  patrol  has  passed,  and  the  squatters  get 
np  from  their  muddy  position,  and  stumble  onward  and 
upward.  They  are  near  the  top  of  the  hill  now.  Alig-ht 
is  visible  throngh  the  undergrowth  of  scrub,  and  there  is 
&  halt.  The  light  is  the  wat^h-fire  of  a  French  picket. 
There  is  a  sentry  posted,  who  has  his  bock  to  the  forest 
and  his  face  to  tho  fire,  such  a  position  affording  him 
full  opportunities  for  the  exercise  of  vigilance.  What 
is  he  doing  now?  Under-officer  Sohulta  gives  another 
snort  of  contempt  as  the  sentry  stacks  his  piece  against 
a  tree,  walks  up  to  the  fire  and  has  a  drink,  taking  a 
good  long  warm  before  he  comes  back.  All  the  picket 
are  drinking.  Some  seom  tolerably  on  towards  drank- 
enness,  judging  by  the  clatter  of  loud  voices.  Above, 
on  the  flat  snmmit  of  the  hill,  ia  the  battery.  It  is 
evident  that  there  is  another  wntoh-firo  inside  it.  The 
earthwork  looks  three  ways,  and  seems  to  have  six  guns 
monnted  on  each  face.  It  is  the  lat«st  construction  of 
the  besieged.  It  has  o^nly  been  in  operation  for  about 
ten  days,  and  it  is  an  abominably  mischievous  affair. 
There  are  no  movements  or  signs  of  movements  in  tho 
vicinity.  This  ascertained,  the  patrol  takes  its  weary 
way  back  to  the  chSteau.  Getting  down  the  hill  is  worse 
than  it  was  getting  up.  How  welcome  is  the  wood  fire 
in  the  drawing-room !  Herr  Lieutenant  and  the  civilian 
look  at  each  tither,  and  simnltaneoualy  burst  into  a  fit  of 
laughter.     They  ni-e  pliislcrcd  with  mud  from  head  to 
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foot.  ITiider- officer  Sohnltz,  who  is  mnddier  than  cither 
— for  his  nose  seems  to  tavo  been  rooting  in  red  clay — 
stands  by  as  solemn  ns  a  mute  at  a  funeral.  Ho  gets  an 
order,  goes  right  about  face  as  by  machinery,  and  dis- 
appears.    Grog  and  cigars  in  the  arm-chairs. 

Champt,  Dee.  6. — The  troubles  seem  over  in  this  quarter, 
at  any  rate  for  the  time.  The  Crown  Prince  yester- 
day paid  a  second  visit  to  his  brother,  and  an  informal 
council  of  war  was  held ;  the  faces  at  which  wore  a 
mnch  more  cheerful  eipression  than  those  which 
BurroTinded  Prince  George's  table  on  the  night  of  tha 
2Dd  instant.  There  was  reason  for  the  good  spirits. 
The  French  have  lost  heart,  or  have  determined  to  con- 
centrate their  efforts  in  some  other  direction.  Yester- 
day morning  it  was  found  that  they  had  not  only 
evacuated  Brie  and  Champigny,  but  had  wholly  aban- 
doned the  peninsula,  and  broken  or  withdrawn  the 
bridges  over  which  they  had  crossed  on  to  it.  This 
operation  was  performed  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from 
Hont  Avron  and  Fort  Nogent,  which  impeded  the 
Wiirtembergers  not  a  little  in  their  occupation  of  the 
vacated  villages.  Several  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  oouTEe  of  the  morning.  Towards  afternoon  the 
fire  vrui  renewed  at  a  longer  range^at  a  long'er  range, 
indeed,  than  it  was  believed  any  guns  in  Paris  could 
carry — and  this  fire,  after  a  lull  in  the  evening,  was  re- 
newed in  the  night.  There  were,  however,  no  demonstra- 
tions of  infantry,  and  a  ahell-fire  from  the  forts  is  what 
may  be  expected  and  submitted  to  with  as  good  a  grace 
aa  may  be.  It  is  true  that  while  it  lasts  it  makes 
Champs  rather  unpleasant  quarters.  It  may  be  asked, 
then,  why  I  should  have  returned  hither,  when  the 
Crown  Prince's  slatf,  to  which  I  am  attached,  has 
returned  to  Margency  this  forenoon,  and  when  Prince 
George  has  gone  back  to  his  old  quarters  at  Le  Vert 
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Galant  P  The  explanation  is,  that  I  hare  a  keen  aniLJe^ 
to  become  more  familitu*  with  the  topographical  features' 
of  a  locality  which  will  be  memorable  as  the  theatre 
of  what  was  really  a  great  battle.  My  parpose  will  be 
considerably  facilitated  by  the  circiuuBtance  that  the 
engineer  and  artillery  staffs  of  the  Maaa  Army  *  hava 
not  accompanied  the  Prince  in  his  return  to  Margoncy, 
but  come  down  hero  to  Champg.  Thia  is  at  once  a 
pleasure  and  advantage.  Lieut. -Colonel  Oppormann, 
Major  Koffmano,  and  Lieutenant  Hoffmann,  are  gentle- 
men of  thorongh  professional  knowledge,  and  it  hu 
been  my  fortune,  since  the  first  day  of  my  connection 
with  the  Moan  Army,  to  sharo  the  society  and  the" 
quarters  of  the  first  and  last  officers.  If  there  is 
nothing  of  interest  in  tho  region  of  Champs,  or  nothing 
threatening  to  occur  to  the  south  of  it,  a  return  to  Mar- 
gcccy  is  practicable  at  very  short  notice. 

Having  only  been  here  an  hour,  I  have  not  yet  had  time, 
to  go  over  the  battle-field,  which,  however,  I  understand 
presented  a  spectacle  testifying  to  the  stubborn  valonr 
of  the  Saions  and  Wurtcmbergers.  There  lay  whole 
ranks,  I  am  told,  cold  in  death,  the  bodies  of  men  who 
did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  verb  to  run  away, 
end  who  stood  on  tlio  slopes  of  the  "  Weinberg " 
eiposed  to  that  terrible  fire,  concerned  for  nothing  but 
that  the  French  should  not  succeed  in  their  object. 
To-day  many  of  the  brave  dead  have  found  a  soldier'i 
grave.  That  the  corpses  lay  there  in  the  face  of  daj 
BO  long  is  owing  to  the  conduct  of  tho  French.  Whrf 
wanton  deiTlry  could  stimulate  officers  commanding 
artillery  to  fire  on  burial  parties  I  do  not  pretend  to 

•  Armj  of  Ihe  Meose — or  tSuui — was  the  desigmtion  given  to  tba 
Fourtb  Anuj,  formed  luid  pluvd  ODder  the  ordere  of  the  Crown  Frinm  of 
Baionf,  wben  Mondial  MucMaJiun  took  the  field  with  the  army  he  bail 
ocganind  »t  ChUoiu. 


I 
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he  able  to  conceive ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  men 
with  the  spade  and  not  the  rifle  on  the  sboalders  were 
yvBterday  slain  by  the  fire  from  the  forts,  and  bec&me 
themselves  claimants  for  the  graves  which  thej  came  to 
dig  for  others.  Nor  was  the  fire  occasional.  It  might 
then  have  been  a  mistake.  A  steady  fire  was  main- 
tained thronghont  the  morning,  and  it  seemed,  accord- 
ing to  niy  information,  that  deliberate  a-ini  was  taken 
even  at  individnala. 

The  loss,  as  now  ascertained,  is  greater  than  in  my  letter, 
written  on  the  evening  of  the  action,  I  ventured  to  antici- 
pate. Writing  then,  I  was  specially  cautions  not  to  over- 
shoot the  mark — exaggeration  on  such  points  savours 
either  of  bnnknm  or  of  nervousness — bnt  I  think  it 
mnst  have  been  apparent  that  I  apprehended  a  more 
severe  loss  than  that  which  I  allowed  myself  specifically 
to  indicate.  The  latest  fignrea  (and  these  do  not  pretend 
to  be  definite)  give  the  loss  of  theWurtembergersat  forty 
officers  and  1,500  rank  and  file  killed  and  wonnded,  and 
the  Saxon  loss  at  seventy-six  officers  and  2,000  rank  and 
file  killed  and  wounded.  I  am  unable  to  state  whether 
these Sgnres  include  the  "missing,"  and  the  question  is 
an  interesting  one.  "  Missing  "  means  a  prisoner.  Now 
it  is  certain  that  in  the  open  the  French  took  no  prisoners. 
A  little  mystery  envelopes  the  doings  in  the  villages, 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  penetrate,  and  one  must  resort  to 
collateral  and  circumstantial  evidence,  if  he  can  find  it. 
Prisoner  Gtatistics  are  always  a  good  test.  If  you  choose 
to  say  that  you  evacuated  a  village  because  you  found  it 
tintenable,  the  euphemism  may  be  allowed  to  you ;  but 
if  I  learn  that  you  hod  to  leave  behind  yon  certain 
wonnded  men,  which  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands — and, 
it  may  be,  sound  men,  who  had  to  lay  down  their  anna 
per  force  of  circumstances — I  am  at  liberty  to  put  my 
own  constmction  on  your  little  periphrase. 
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I  was  witness  yefiterdoy,  in  La  "Vert  Galant,  of  a  scene  ' 
full  of  pathos.  The  107th  Regiment  liad  marched  in 
on  the  proYioua  night  ajid  taken  np  quartera.  In  the 
morning  came  on  what  the  field-post  had  for  the  regi- 
ment in  a  large  waggon.  The  waggon  drew  up  at  each 
battalion  orderly  room,  a-nd  the  bugle  Hounded  the  raUy- 
It  was  a  curious  medley  that  streamed  out  as  the  tail- 
board of  the  waggon  was  let  down.  The  German  field- 
post  is  an  elastic  institution,  and  I  think  if  you  chose 
to  send  one  out  a  box-mangle,  or  a  live  tiger  in  it«  cage, 
there  would  be  no  objcctiona  on  the  score  of  bnlk. 
There  streamed  down  cigar-bosee,  ^Tapped  in  canvas, 
long  sliapeless  rolls  that  were  eloquent  of  "  wurst," 
flabby  packets  that  one  might  swear  contained  under- 
clothing, and  little  boi&H  that  rolled  as  they  fell,  and 
evidently  contained  thalers.  The  pile  was  made  against 
the  wall,  the  sergeant  cl-eared  a  space  and  commenced 
on  the  pile,  letter  by  letter,  packet  by  packet.  I  made  a 
note  of  the  responses  to  the  first  sis  names,  and  simply 
transcribe  it :  "Schumann?"  "  Todt "  (dead).  "  Kas- 
par?"  "Verwundet."  "SchnltzP"  "  Weg."  "  Stol- 
bei-g?"  "Todt."  "Scbrader?"  "In  Paris."  "  Borg- 
mann?"  '' In  Lazareth."  Thus  proceeded  the  dreary 
roll-call.  It  was  that  of  the  2nd  liattalion,  which  kea 
snfiered  most  severely.  Before  the  sergeant  had  done 
there  was  quite  a  heap  of  packets  which  their  owners 
will  never  claim.  The  number  of  "  Wegs  "  was  surpris- 
"  Weg  "  is  a  wide  word.    It  may  mean  anything; 


prisoner, 


ing,   nnburicd,    deserted    (but    I    never 


heard  of  a  German  soldier  deserting).     The  sum  of  it 
is — "  Not  here ;   and   the    Lord   knows  where  1 
"  In  Paris,"  was  not  an  nncommon  response,  but  always 
with  a  laugh, 

Dec.  8. — The  French  in  Paris  do  not  appear  to  have  lost 
heart  on  account  of  their  reverses  io  the  Orleans  quarter. 


General  von  ^foltke  took  particular  c&ra  that,  the  evil 
tidings  ehoald  be  connDiuiicat^d  in  detail  to  General 
Trocha,  who  does  not  appear  to  have  kept  them  to 
faimsel^  in  imitation  of  the  conduct  of  Bazaine  at  Metz. 
At  all  events,  as  I  learned  this  afternoon  Irom  the  bead- 
qoarters  of  General  Obemitz  at  Malnoue,  an  intimation 
from  tlie  French  Commander-in-Chief  has  appeared  in 
the  Paria  papers,  proclaiming  that  the  Orleans  news  has 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  altered  the  conditions  of  the 
siege  of  Paris ;  that  his  business  and  dut^'  are  to  defend 
Paris,  and  this  alone  ;  and  that  he  means  to  do  so  to  the 
very  uttermost.  There  is  an  absence  of  bonknm  about 
QoA  annoancement  which  forces  one  to  believe  in  it. 
From  the  conviction  that  Trochn  will  allow  no  outside 
circtUDBtences  to  isfiaence  him,  to  the  consideration  of 
tlie  expediency  of  a  bombardment,  is  a  natural  step.  I 
yesterday  mentioned  that  I  have  eome  reason  to  think 
the  German  tactics  are  altered,  and  that  you  will  ere 
long  hear  of  the  commeuceracat  of  the  bombardment. 
Without  being  able  to  give  definite  confirmation  to  this 
impressioD  to-day,  I  can  only  say  that  all  I  hear  tends 
in  that  direction.  I  have  even  heard  the  day  for  the 
commencement  of  the  bombardment  definitely  named — 
the  12th  instant,  hut  I  must  expressly  guard  against  the 
snpposition  that  this  Etatement  has  been  nutdo  iu  official 
circles.  I  am  living  here  iu  the  midst  of  the  men  in 
whose  hands  are  all  the  diapositions  in  the  contingency 
of  a  bombardmcDt ;  but  I  must  do  the  gentlemen  in 
qoeation  the  justice  to  say,  that  they  keep  a  secret,  if 
secret  there  be,  with  a  strictness  which  I  thoroughly 
respiect.  To  my  direct  questions  on  the  subject,  I  have 
received  the  manly  and  straightforward  reply,  that  ou 
lliia  point  I  must  not  ask  for  information,  and  this 
is  enough  for  me. 
This  aflemoon  two   deserters  were   brought  in   to  the 
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Wi'rtemberg  divisional  heafJ-tjuartera  in  Miilnoue.  They 
had  come  from  NoiBy-Ie-Roi,  liatl  traversed  the  apaoe 
between  Forts  Nogenfc  and  the  Marne,  and  had  crossed 
the  river  somewhere  below  Brie.  They  mentioned  the 
construction  on  the  slope  in  front  of  Nogent  of  a  bat- 
tery mounted  with  gunH  of  twelve  centimetre  calibre, 
and  stated  that  the  vicinity  was  full  of  infantry.  While 
riding  to-day,  I  met  a  Hambnrg  merchant  driving  full 
pelt  to  the  railway  at  Lagny  in  a  state  of  panic.  He 
waa  full  of  a  story  that  the  siege  of  Paris  was  to  be 
raised  at  once,  in  consequence  of  the  interception  of 
a  balloon  from  Paris  containing  a  despatch  from 
Trochu,  to  the  effect  that  he  meant  to  gain  Versailles 
at  any  cost.  The  King,  according  to  the  panic- 
atricken  Hamburger,  was  off  to  Rheims  to-night 
with  half  the  army,  and  the  Crown  Prince  was  to  be 
left  behind  to  fight  his  way  out,  covering  His  Majesty's 
retreat.  Poor  man  !  in  tho  recesses  of  that  deep  waggon 
of  his  lay,  it  may  be,  el  good  deal  of  ill-gotten  gear,  and 
it  might  have  been  a  troubled  conscience  which  made 
his  apprehensions  so  causelessly  active.  This  forenoon 
I  rode  over  to  a  large  field  Lazareth  of  wounded, 
which  the  Wiirtembergera  have  at  Pontanit,  a  place  to 
the  south  of  Malnone.  Originally  there  were  about 
350  wounded  brought  here ;  bni,  in  pursuance  of  the 
usual  policy,  all  have  been  sent  towards  Germany,  with 
the  exception  of  those  cases  which  are  too  severe  to 
bear  removal.  Of  these  there  remain  about  120, 
including  a  considerable  number  of  amputations.  It  ia 
the  critical  time  with  these  amputation  cases — the  third 
or  fourth  day — when  the  ligatures  are  prone  to  come 
away  and  great  eSusions  of  blood  recur.  In  addition  to 
tho  very  bad  cases,  consisting  of  Wiirtembergers  chiefly, 
with  a  few  Frenchmen  and  men  of  tho  2nd  Army 
Corps,  there  are  in  the  place  about  eighty  Frenchmen, 
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oo  Eererely  wounded  for  the  Frencli  to  remove  them 
from  the  field,  and  who  were  broogLt  in  by  the  Wiirtem- 
bei^er  ambulancea.  The  Mayor  of  Noisy,  a  neighbour- 
ing village,  has  volunteered  to  take  these  poor  fellows 
off  the  handa  of  the  Wiirtetnberg  medical  men,  giving 
his  pcTsonal  gnarantee  for  them  as  prisoners  of  w&r. 
lo  most  of  the  cases  the  Mayor's  guarantee  wa';  quite 
snperflnooB.  Unless  the  war  lasts  for  longer  than  any 
one  expects,  not  many  of  these  will  be  very  formidable 
men  for  many  a  day  after  its  termination.  One  word 
SB  fo  the  Wiirtembei^  £etd  ambulances,  which  are 
admirable  vehicles  for  their  purpose.  The  binder  end 
contains  places  for  four  wounded  men  on  stretchers, 
which  are  mn  in  firom  the  rear — two  oa  the  lower  tier, 
two  above.  The  front  part  is  a  kind  of  double  coup6, 
comfortably  padded  and  seated  for  six  men  not  so 
severely  wonnded  as  to  necessitate  a  recumbent  posi- 
tion. The  sides  are  well  screened,  while  at  the  same 
time  iree  ventilation  is  secured.  The  body  of  the 
waggon  is  monnt«d  on  capital  springs,  and  four  good 
horses,  with  mounted  drivers,  ensure  rapid  conveyance 
to  the  IjaEarefb.  The  Wiirtembergers  have  special 
wounded  trains  of  their  own,  which  have  been  employed 
in  despatching  their  men  from  Lagoy  to  Wiirtemberg, 
The  American  construction  of  railway  carriage  is  in  use 
in  Wurtemberg,  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  the  facilities 
for  the  conveyance  of  wounded  afforded  by  this  build. 
I  learn  from  the  Prince  of  Saie- Weimar,  that  one  of 
those  trains  was  inspected  by  our  army  medical  repre- 
sentatives at  the  seat  of  war,  Inspector- General  Innea 
and  Dr.  Becker.  The  representatives  of  another  of  our 
instttutionB,  the  British  National  Society,  pat  in  a  most 
opportune  appearance  both  at  Pontault  and  Noisiel, 
another  laige  Lazaretb  in  this  neighbourhood.  Four 
foargona  arrived  from  Meaux  oa  the  4th  instant,  under 
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the  direction  of  Captain  Brackenhury ;  and  Dr.  Eiber- 
stein,  the  cbief  of  the  medical  staff,  spoke  with 
enthusiasm  of  the  bnsinesa-llko  mannei'  in  which  ttio 
British  fonrgona  were  able  to  fulfil  his  requisitions, 
which  he  said  were  both  larffe  and  varioos.  The  British 
Society  beat  the  Berliner  HUJfsverein  this  journey. 
Active  men  as  the  almoners  of  the  latter  are,  they  only 
put  in  an  appearance  at  PontauJt  yesterday. 

While  the  doctor  and  myself  were  having  a  gossip  before 
making  a  tour  of  the  Lazaroth,  the  Prince  of  Saite- 
Weimar  came  to  visit  the  wounded  Wiirtembergers. 
He  is  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Wiirtem- 
berg,  and  has  been  commissioned  by  his  parents-in-law 
to  this  kindly  duty.  The  Prince  is  a.  big  man :  all 
the  Saie-Weimars  run  large.  Prince  Edward — our 
Guardsman — loomed  almost  gigantically  through  the 
fog  on  the  moiiiing  of  Inkermann.  Tbe  Prince  has  a 
heart  certainly  big  in  proportion  to  his  corporal  bulk. 
Sad  as  were  the  sights  tbe  wards  presented,  it  was  a 
pleasant  peregrination  which  I  made  round  them  in 
his  company.  The  Prince  went  ronnd  with  a  box 
of  cigars  under  hie  arm.  With  caoh  man  in  turn  be 
had  a  little  conversation,  which  always  ended  in  the 
question,  "  Can  you  smoke  ?  "  Tho  affirmative  re- 
sponse was  all  but  universal.  One  or  two  poor  fellows 
thei^  were  who  seemed  past  caring  for  tho  cigar— past 
the  power  of  speech,  indeed.  All  that  they  coald  do 
was  to  look  grafefnl  for  the  Prince's  kindly  words. 
One  bright-eyed  young  fellow  replied  so  warmly,  "  Ach, 
Ja,  euere  Hoheit ! "  The  doctor  shook  his  bead,  the 
boy  was  in  the  fever,  and  a  cigar  might  not  be  the  best 
thing  in  the  world  for  him.  But  he  pleaded  bo  hard, 
that  the  good  doctor  relented,  and  let  him  have  the 
grateful  weed.  Another  chap  would  have  the  Prince 
see  the  piece  of  shell  that  had  made  a  hole  in  him. 


"In  tie  cnpboard  "  he  directed  the'  orderly.  The  cnp- 
board  w&s  seiirched,  bat  it  could  not  be  foand,  and  the 
doctor  would  have  the  Prince  pass  on.  But  he  would 
not,  and  by-and-hy  the  bit  of  shell  turned  up  in  the 
TTOonded  man's  waiatooat  pocket.  There  were  two 
men  who  had  each  lost  a  leg,  with  whom  the  Prince 
Lad  specially  interesting  conversatious.  One  was  a 
stalwart,  hairy,  nnder-officer.  He  was  one  of  three 
brothers,  and  now  all  were  wonnded  in  this  war.  And 
wss  he  married  ?  No ;  but  tliero  was  an  old  woman  in 
some  street  or  other  in  Stutt.gart,  and  now  that  all  her 
sons  were  down  it  might  be  bad  times  with  her.  The 
other  "amputated"  was  a  mere  boy,  handsome  aa  a 
statne.  I  don't  know  whether  it  has  struck  others  as  it 
has  me,  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  classically 
beautiful  men  among  the  WiirtembergerB.  This  lad 
-was  the  only  son  of  his  motber,  and  she  was  a  widow. 
In  both  cases  the  Prince's  hand  went  into  his  pocket, 
and  came  out  with  a  gold  piece.  "  Here,  my  man,  send 
that  to  the  mother,  and  let  her  know  it  comes  from  the 
Queen."  In  one  ward  were  two  amputation  cases — one 
■was  a  Frenchman,  the  other  a  Wiirtemberger,  Both 
had  buTst  out  bleeding,  and  the  orderlies  were  busy 
around  them,  pressing  femoral  arteries,  picking  up  veins, 
and  applying  ice.  The  Frenchman  was  shrieking  and 
yelling;  the  German  lay  silent,  the  drops  of  cold  sweat 
on  his  forehead,  and  the  muscles  of  his  face  working, 
bnt  never  a  cry  came  from  him.  The  spectacle  illas- 
trated  one  of  the  difierenccs  between  the  two  nation- 
alities.  As  he  quitted  each  room,  the  Prince  said  a  few 
simple  words  to  the  effect  that  he  was  ccpmissioned 
by  the  King  and  Queen  of  Wiirtemberg  to  visit  the 
wonnded,  and  to  thank  them  for  their  eiertions  on  behalf 
of  their  country.  The  words,  I  fancy,  and  the  visit  did 
more  good  than  any  physic  Dr.  Biberstein  could  eihibit. 
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All  the  occupants  of  this  Lazareth  are  wonnded  men; 
there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  typhus,  but  they  have 
been  sent  to  the  rear.  To  quote  the  dry  professional 
remark  of  Dr.  Biberstein,  "  We  have  no  time  for  typhus 
here." 

From  the  other*  side  of  the  circle  of  investment,  from 
Versailles,  the  Special  Correspondent  at  the  Boyal  head- 
quarters wrote,  on  the  4th  of  December : — 

The  palace  hospital  has  been  nearly  empty  of  late,  for 
most  of  the  patients  brought  in  when  the  Prussians  first 
arrived  have  either  died  or  got  well  enough  to  travel 
home,  and  a  large  number  of  the  wounded  of  October 
21  have  been  similarly  taken  to  the  railway  line  or  to 
the  great  burial  mound  in  the  cemetery.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  sickness,  you  may  suppose,  among  such  a  crowd 
of  soldiers.  But,  despite  the  rainy  weather  of  last  month 
and  the  severe  cold  which  has  now  set  in,  I  hear  that 
the  German  troops  continue  to  be  in  excellent  health. 
They  suffer  from  the  cold,  are  drenched  and  made 
dismal  by  the  rain,  yet  nevertheless  they  continue  to  be, 
as  a  body,  well  up  to  their  work.  More  warm  clothing 
would  be  an  advantage  to  them,  and  the  authorities  are 
taking  steps  to  supply  the  want,  but  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  serve  out  so  many  sheepskin  coats  and 
blankets  of  extra  thickness  as  days  like  yesterday  and 
to-day  seem  to  require. 

The  bitter  weather  which  has  ushered  in  the  month  of 
December  must  cause  great  suffering  to  the  millions  of 
Paris,  with  the  known  scarcity  of  fael,  and  it  makes  the 
poverty  of  the  surrounding  country  pinch  all  the  more 
sorely.  I  have  spoken  of  this  poverty  before.  It  has 
drawn  forth  the  appeal  of  the  Bishop  of  Versailles  and 
his  clergy  to  foreign  charity ;  it  has  brought  people  of 
sufficient  means  in  peace  time  to  a  state  of  destitution, 


And  hita  opened  a  prospect  of  wretchedness  for  the 
CDtning  winter  which  may  a,ppal  the  stoutest  heart.  No 
blame  is  laid  ia  the  Bishop's  simple  statement  on  any 
one  in  portii^nlar.  Tlie  fact  of  the  war  is  accepted  as  a 
starting  point,  and  the  incidents  of  sufiering  which  it 
Ii^  caused  are  mentioned  that,  if  possible,  they  may  be 
relieved.  Take,  for  example,  the  pensioners  and  other 
snch  peraona  of  every  degree,  who  have  lived  in  the 
saborbs  of  the  capital ;  take  the  cottagers  tamed  adrift 
by  the  necessity  of  siege  operations — many  of  theni 
have  become  homeless  by  shells  fired  by  their  own 
coontrymen — or  consider  how  many  artisans  are  thrown 
ont  of  employ  at  the  present  time.  We  need  not  press 
tbe  point  of  war  losses,  by  reqaisition  and  contribution, 
to  arrive  at  a  total  of  suffering  very  hard  to  grapple 
with.  The  mere  taking  round  of  a  pittance  to  those 
who  have  "  known  better  days,"  as  wo  phrase  it,  would 
be  a  work  of  unspeakable  relief  to  hundreds  whose 
cases  have  only  to  be  known  at  home  to  meet  with 
instant  sympathy.  They  do  not  suffer  because  tlioy 
have  fallen  from  wealth  to  narrow  means,  but  because 
&om  a  life  just  tolerable,  on  a  pension  or  an  annuity,  a 
life  of  rigid  economy  and  small  outlay,  they  hare  como 
to  the  verge  of  actually  starving.  I  have  been  told  of 
an  aged  gentleman,  a  meraber  of  one  of  the  best  families 
in  France,  who  was  lately  found  shivering  over  a  scrap 
of  fire  with  only  money  enough  to  buy  bread,  and  not 
much  of  even  that. 

The  great  successes  of  the  Germans  on  the  Loire  may 
bring  the  struggle  abruptly  to  an  end.  But  even  then, 
in  a  case  by  no  means  certain  to  occur,  there  will  be  the 
mass  of  poverty  and  distress  round  about  Paris  needing 
help  as  sorely  as  the  distress  of  the  capital  itself.  We 
ought  to  have  food  and  fuel  ready  for  them  in  abundance, 
if  wo  wish  to  save  oar  neighbours  at  the  last  pinch. 
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Dee.  5. — The  second  capture  of  Orleana  by  the  GermanB  has 
been  a  ruinous  affair  for  the  Army  of  the  Loire.  If  we 
make  everj'  allowance  for  the  elastic  energy  of  M.  Gam- 
betta,  and  for  the  zeal  of  the  provincea,  we  have  still  an 
end  for  the  tirao  to  all  liope  that  Paris  can  be  relieved. 
The  Parisians  must  fight  their  own  battle  throngh  the 
bitter  winter  weather,  and  must  be  quick  in  fighting  it, 
too,  or  the  besiegera  will  be  reinforced  by  some  of  the 
German  troops  now  on  the  Loire.  We  have  been  watching 
daily  for  a  sortie  anch  as  has  not  been  yet  attempted,  for 
a  coming  out  en  mane  of  all  who  wish  to  leave  the  city, 
and  for  the  decisive  battle  of  the  siege  somewhere  near 
Boisy  St.  Leger.  We  have  seen  the  weak  point  of  the 
German  line  gradually  Btrengthcued  until  it  has  become 
the  strongeBt  point  of  all ;  have  seen  Trochn  waited  for 
with  astounding  completeness  of  preparation.  He  had  ; 
a  chance  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  of  breakinff  i 
through  towards  tho  sontli-east,  and  getting  away  from.  , 
Paris  with  some  of  his  ajmy.  On  the  1st  instant  there  ' 
waB  Btill  a  poBBJbility  of  bearing  down  tho  Wurtem- 
bergers  and  their  supports,  for  I  do  not  think  that  tbe 
French  in  escaping  on  that  day  would  have  had  to  deal 
with  one-half  the  number  of  Germans  who  now  bar 
their  passage.  The  dclav  may  have  arisen  from  internal 
causes,  depending,  I  mean,  on  the  state  of  Paris,  But  if 
it  arose  from  a  wish  to  hear  the  guns  of  D'Aurelle  de 
Paladine  thundering  in  the  distance  before  tho  blow 
wax  struck  from  the  capital,  it  was  a  fatal  delay. 
Events  have  supplied  ub  with  a  whole  battery  of  after- 
wisdom  on  the  subject,  and  a  glance  at  the  liuc  of 
country  fo  be  passed  over  when  the  French  shall  finally- 
come  forth  would  discourage  the  stoutest  of  them. 

In  the  bright  hard  weather  which  we  have  bad  for  some 
days,  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  ride  and  walk  about  at 
noon,  or  even  to  walk  briskly  after  tbe  sun  has  set  ■ 
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bnfc  to  bivooac  on  Uie  &ozon  groand  most  be  chilly 
work  indeed.  The  rained  villages  to  the  south-east  of 
Paris  are  fall  of  armed  men,  the  roads  are  blocked  with 
wag^n-trains  that  supply  food  and  forage,  whilst  long 
columns  of  cavaby  may  be  seen  winding  towards  the 
threatened  spot.  It  is  easy  to  go  and  easy  to  retnni 
on  the  hard-ringing  horse-tracks  throngh  the  fields, 
though  the  roads  themselves  are  more  like  petrified 
furrows  than  anything  else.  It  ia  easy  to  more  oTer 
the  ground  now,  bat  not  easy  to  live  on  the  probable 
scene  of  action.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  accommodation 
even  for  the  wounded,  and  a  difficulty  about  stabling, 
which  presses  much  more  in  winter  time,  as  you  may 
well  suppose.  Horses  are  brought  into  deserted  parlours, 
and  window -curtains  torn  down  to  form  coverlets  for 
the  men.  Furniture  is  obliged  to  be  used  as  fuel,  where 
it  is  of  combustible  stuff;  and,  in  a  word,  this  concen- 
tration of  troops  makes  the  besiegers  suffer  a  good  deal. 
They  are  tongh  fellows,  accustomed  to  cold  weather  at 
home,  and  they  have  no  lack  of  food,  or  it  would  go 
bard  with  them.  One  of  the  defects  of  the  system  of 
campaigning  without  tents  and  trusting  to  village  quar- 
ters is,  that  when  troops  must  crowd  together  there  is, 
naturally,  no  place  for  the  extra  regiments,  and  they  have 
to  bivouac.  What  surprises  me  with  the  Prussians  is, 
not  that  so  many  sleep  under  the  wintry  sky,  but  that 
such  a  number  of  them  are  stowed  away  in  every  possi- 
ble and  impossible  hole  and  corner  of  a  village.  They 
buve  a  talent  for  quartering  themselves  which  cannot  bo 
enrpaased. 

And  now  that  relief  is  hurled  back  beyond  the  Loire,  if 
Dot  rendered  utterly  hopeless,  Paris  stands  once  more 
alone,  as  she  stood  in  September  and  October  last. 
The  great  city  and  the  great  army  round  it  are  waiting 
Ibr  the  end  of  the  food  on  which  the  city  lives.     There 
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18    a  probability  of   desperate  fighting,    but  very   little   | 
probability  that  the  garrisoij  will  cut  ita  way  through. 
If  it  did,  there  would  be  then  only  a  question  of  poli- 
tical consequences,  not  of  military  honour,  to  decide. 
Paris  might  surrender  the  next  day  with  perfect  satis- 
faction, and  the  war  might  become  all  tlie  fiercer  to  tho   < 
southward.     This  ia  what  the  Germans  wish  to  pre- 
vent.    They  are  so  sure  of  victory  that  they  desire  to    | 
catch  as  many  Frenchmen  as  possible. 

Things   have  been  quiet  to-day,  save   for  stray  c 

shots  along  tho  front.  The  French  are  said  to  have 
massed  a  largp  force  on  the  oval  within  the  great  bend 
of  the  Mame,  at  and  behind  La  Vai^nnc,  and  they  still 
hold  Ciiampigny,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
recovered  on  Friday  morning.  The  fact  is  that,  though 
driven  in  from  some  of  the  ground  they  seized  on  the 
30th  ultimo,  they  yet  maintain  two  or  three  important  , 
points.  Cbampignj,  for  instance,  is  a  species  of  tetv  I 
de  pont  to  the  position  on  tho  oval  of  La  Varoime. 

Tho  garrison  of  Paris  and   the   investing  army  were 

now  equally  impatient  of  the  protracted  siege,  and  each 

persuaded  itself  that  it  was  tho  business  of  the  other  to 

put  an  end  to  a  situation  which  grew  more  insupportable 

every  day.     The  Correspondent  at  the  King  of  Prussia's 

head- quarters  wrote  on  the  17th  of  December: — 

If  I  tell  you  of  rumours  of  another  French  sortie,  I  am 

but  repeating  the  familiar  tale  of  this  hereafter-to-be- 

famoas    siege.     It  is  not  "  Going !  going !  gone  !  "  as 

with  an  auctioneer,  bat  "  Coming !    coming !    come !  " 

in   regard   to    Trochu's  men — only  that  the  "  come !  " 

has  fallen  short  in  its   eifect  up  to   this  time.     They 

have  made  brave   efforts;    but    to  come   out  of    the 

charmed   circle   is  just  what  they  cannot 

can   do  no  more    than    repeat    that   the   Gei 
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ready,  and  that  the  French  will  have  terrihly  hard  work 
to  break  away.  We  hear  no  firing  to-day,  bat  that 
may  be  by  reason  of  the  wind.  Some  talk  of  an 
immediate  attack  by  the  besiegers  on  the  French 
ontworks  as  all  but  decided  npon — ^in  which  case 
there  would  be  plenty  of  noise,  and  plenty  of  loss  too, 
between  the  rival  artillerists;  others  hold  to  their 
theory  that  all  the  Overman  work  will  be  waiting  and 
watching,  and  repulsing  sorties,  should  any  more  be 
made.  When  I  consider  the  present  proportion  be- 
tween the  strength  of  Paris  as  a  fortress  and  the  food 
for  Paris  as  a  city,  it  strikes  me  that  an  attack  could 
only  be  made  to  satisfy  the  besieging  troops,  and  not 
with  the  hope  of  greatly  hastening  the  end. 

That  complete  isolation  of  the  two  millions  of  people  round 
whom  the  Germans  have  circled,  is  the  danger  most  to 
be  feared.  Those  deserted  highways,  and  rusty  rails,  of 
which  I  spoke  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  are  significant 
of  the  strict  blockade.  Fancy  Clapham  Junction  with- 
out a  single  train  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  the  gallant 
lads  at  the  besiegers'  outposts  sitting  behind  barricades 
on  the  Old  Kent  Road,  and  the  Camden  Town  goods 
station  turned  into  a  barrack.  Fancy,  by  such  analogies, 
the  fatal  belt  about  Paris.  No  stream  of  market  carts, 
no  milk  trains,  no  cattle  trains  enter  within  the  walls, 
and  yet  the  daily  consumption  of  everything  must  be 
enormous.  When  all  has  been  eaten  which  is  fit  for  food, 
and  much  that  men  would  ordinarily  shrink  from,  there 
will  remain  nothing  for  Paris  but  submission,  unless 
General  Trochu  can  ndse  the  siege.  If  it  were  wise  in 
the  beginning  for  Count  Moltke  to  wait  and  watch,  it 
would  seem  still  to  be  so.  There  is  little  likelihood  of 
trouble  at  present  from  the  Army  of  the  Loire,  and  little 
doubt  but  that  the  German  reinforcements  will  keep 
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pB«e  with  the  Btrengthening  of  Trochn'a  armjr  by  con- 
Btant  drill. 

The  differont  scenes  upon  my  jonmey  round  the  city  make 
up  a  picture  of  this  stirrin  g  time  not  soon  to  bo  forgotten. 
Hero  is  an  outpost  watclii  ng  the  Bonth  of  Paris  from  the 
high  ground  to  the  right  of  Mendon.  The  men  nre 
Bavarians,  and  their  crested  helmets  look  somewhat  the 
worse  for  wear.  They  have  made  themaelvee  comfortable 
behind  a.  mined  wall,  which  serves  partly  to  keep  away 
the  wind,  partly  to  hide  them  from  the  French  gunners. 
It  is  evident  that  sheila  hare  become  matters  of  course 
to  them ;  for,  though  they  jump  under  cover  and  crouch 
down  when  the  whizzing  sound  is  lieard  in  the  air,  they 
resume  their  former  employment,  whatever  it  may  have 
been,  aa  soon  as  the  danger  has  passed.  Thore  is  just  a 
chuckle  over  die  Franzo»en,  who  are  declared  to  Iw  stupid 
fellows  to  waste  so  much  ammunition,  and  then  feet  are 
stamped  or  hands  are  thumped  upon  the  breast,  ond  we 
agree  that  it  is  bitter  cold.  These  French  shells  do  less 
mischief  than  the  ahells  of  the  Germans,  for,  though  they 
detonate  and  burst  with  loud  explosion  on  reaching  the 
ground,  they  are  so  made  as  to  break  into  fewer  frag- 
ments than  the  German  shells,  and  thus  they  kill  and 
wound  fewer  men,  and  the  shivering  men  on  watch  laugh 
at  them  as  engines  of  death.  It  would  not  be  so, 
perhaps,  if  there  were  an  object  to  fire  at.  A  bombard- 
ment would  givo  the  French  a  chance  of  hitting  some- 
body with  their  guns. 

The  deputation  of  the  North  German  Parliament  arrived 
last  night  to  congratulate  King  William  on  the  change 
of  title  which  impends.  There  is  almost  as  much  of 
political  black  coat  wearing  to  be  seen  in  the  bote 
dining-rooms  of  Versailles,  and  at  the  comers  of  the 
streets,  as  of  Btaffunifornis.  The  grave,  sober  gentlemen  'I 
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in  for  coUors  and  spectacles  are  seemingly  qaito  at  home 
in  the  temporary  capital  of  the  new  Empire. 

Dee.  18. — A  fiiner&l  occnrred  yesterday  in  Versailles  a 
Utile  nnlike  the  'ordinary  rnn  of  funerals,  from  the 
Palace  Hospital,  yet  witli  the  form  of  procession  that 
has  become  familiar  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  sad  fre- 
quency of  its  repetition.  There  was  the  slow  moving 
escort  of  Prossian  infantry,  and  the  solemn  mnsic  of  a 
ProBsian  band,  leading  the  way  to  the  grave.  Then 
followed  a  coffin,  which  bore  a  tricolonr  flag,  with  the 
red  cap  and  sword  of  a  French  officer,ard  manya  lanrol- 
wreath  laid  on  it  by  friendly  hands.  The  body  of  Lieu- 
tenant Godard,  of  the  French  42nd  Regiment,  was 
carried  to  its  last  resting-place  by  a  squad  of  infirmiert, 
who  serve  the  wounded  here  among  their  foes,  Persons 
of  all  sorts  were  present  U>  do  honour  to  the  deceased. 
General  von  Voigts-Rhetz,  Commandant  of  Versailles, 
walked  sternly  behind  the  coffin,  in  foil  uniform  and 
wearing  all  his  decorations;  with  him  were  German 
officers  and  French  civilians,  French  officers,  apparently 
prisoners,  and  the  native  officials  of  tho  town.  51. 
Rameau,  the  Mayor,  was  to  be  seeu  close  to  the  Prussian 
commandant,  and  a  crowd  of  well-to-do  townsfolk 
attended  in  deep  mourning.  The  young  lieutenant  had 
fallen  badly  wounded  in  tho  sortie  of  December  2,  and 
alter  lingering  in  great  agony  for  many  days,  had  died 
in  a  village  at  some  distance  from  Versailles.  He 
belonged  to  one  of  the  most  respected  families  in  the 
town,  and  his  relatives  had  hoatened  over  to  soothe  his 
last  moments  with  their  sorrowing  care.  Alas !  he  bad 
snflered  very  bitterly,  for  he  fell  in  such  a  place  that  it 
was  not  easy  to  get  to  him,  and  he  lay,  as  I  hear,  from 
the  2nd  to  the  3th  of  December,  in  the  severe  cold 
which  at  that  time  prevailed,  and  the  wonder  is  that  he 
was  alive  when  they  finally  brought  him  in,  though  hia 
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legs  were  frouen,  and  he  lingered  for  nearly 
before  his  release.  It  is  but  oi 
Thousands  have  go  suffered  bef<. 
banks  of  the  Loire;  but  when  the  story  is  brought  home 
to  na  by  an  infitanco  of  a  particular  persou,  it  Beems  too 
horrible  to  be  true.  To  lie  thpre  night  after  night,  help- 
less and  freezing,  is  a  niaumfal  end  for  all  the  hopes  of 
a  firBt  campaign — a  beayy  price,  but  not  too  great  a 
price,  to  pay  for  the  safety  of  the  Fatherland.  How 
many  Fi-encbmen  and  Germans  have  been  gladly  paying 
it  during  the  past  few  days  ! 

Lieutenant  Godard  was  borne  from  the  church  to  the 
cemetery,  and  was  lowered  into  the  grave  in  presence 
of  a  silent  crowd.  The  funeral  address  was  pronounced 
by  a  French  medical  officer,  whose  name  I  did  not  catch, 
and  M.  Rameau,  the  Mayor,  added  a  word  or  two  of  tba 
kind  which  in  less  stirring  times  might  be  deemed  a 
formal  exhortation  to  bo  a  good  citizen.  But  now-a- 
days  the  merest  scrap  of  aJlusion  to  passing  events  is 
eagerly  canght  at,  and  the  people  round  the  gravo  could 
not  suppress  an  indistinct  cry  of  applause  when  such 
eentimentfl  were  uttered.  There  was,  however,  no  fur- 
ther sign  of  feeling.  Order  was  not  disturbed,  and  the 
Prussians  Lad  no  canse  to  regret  the  courtesy  which 
they  had  shown,  to  a  fallen  foe.  The  French  would  not, 
and  could  not,  forgive  them  their  invasion ;  but  they 
might  own  that  the  sad  fate  of  the  young  lieutenant 
had  been  pitied  by  those  whom  he  was  bravely  op- 
posing. 

We  bad  an  axrival  on  Friday  afternoon  which  caused  no 
small  sensation  among  the  "  Britishers  "  at  Versailles. 
Not  the  depntation  of  the  North  German  Parliament, 
bringing  an  address  to  King  Wilham  ;  not  the  Qi 
Messenger,  bringing  despatches  to  Mr.  Odo  Rnsseli, 
Both   deputation  and    Queen's   Messenger   have  safely 
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airired ;  bat  we  had  somettimg  more  exciting  to  dis- 
tract our  thoughts  at  the  pttrticnlar  time  to  which  I 
have  referred.  It  was  a  matter  of  arrest— a  matter 
almost  too  comical  to  be  believed,  but  very  vexatious 
and  offensive  to  the  persona  chiefly  concerned.  Ton 
are  ready  with  a  snggestion  of  the  old,*  old  story. 
"  CorrespondentB  arrested  ?"  you  inquire,  with  a  cruel 
smile.  Yes,  truly,  but  that  is  not  all,  and  it  is  not 
the  old  story  by  any  mean-s.  When  the  prisoners  were 
brought  into  Versailles  on  Friday  afternoon,  they  were 
taken  to  the  Hdtel  de  Prance,  where  are  the  head- 
qoarters  of  General  von  Voigts-Rhetz,  and  were 
quickly  released  at  the  intercession  of  General  Walker, 
our  military  attache.  They  were  released  on  a.  promise 
to  appear  again  if  wanted,  and  were  not  wanted  and 
did  not  appear  again.  The  thing  was  a  mistake,  a 
gross  blunder  of  the  Prusaian  Commandant  of  Etampes, 
and  there  ought  to  have  been  no  arrest  at  all.  This  is 
how  it  happened.  Captain  Keith  Frascr,  who  bad  been 
doing  good  work  for  the  wounded  on  the  Loire,  and 
two  English  correspondents,  those  of  the  Ulualrated 
London  Newt  and  the  Pall  Mall  Oazeite,  were  travel- 
ling from  Orleans  to  Versailles,  when  they  halted  at 
Etampes  to  pass  the  night.  Here  they  met  Captain 
Hozier,  the  assistant  to  General  Walker,  in  his  mission 
with  the  Prossians,  and  here  the  whole  party — includ- 
ing another  gentleman  who  was  with  Captain  Hoeier — 
dined  together  at  the  Liot«l.  There  was  something 
enspicioos  in  this  meeting  of  foreigners,  something 
which  must  have  aroused  the  Cominaiidant's  curiosity. 
From  whatever  cause  he  began  to  Gospeet,  he  ended  by 
making  what  mnst  hav«  seemed  a  great  haul.  The 
foreigners  were  detained.  Even  Captain  Hozier's 
presence,  and  his  personal  assurance  that  he  knew  the 
others  to  bo  the  persons  named  in  the  passes  which 
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they  severally  carried,  did  not  satisfy  the  Commandant.   | 
He  aUowed  Captain  Hozier  with  hia  friend  to  proceed  J 
southward,  after  a  day's  delay,  and  he  sent  the  three  j 
gentlemen   bound  to  "Versailles,  northward,  nnd 
escort  of  di-agoons.     You  may  fancy  that  it  waa  much 
more   amusing   to  hear    of  their  being  ronaed    up  at   J 
6  A.M.,  and  having  to  start  without  their  coffee  because 
the  escort  waa  impatient,  than  it  could  poasibly  have 
been   to   them   to   experience   the  journey.     No  great 
barm  was  done,  and  we  could  laugh  over  the  adven- 
ture with  the  victims  when  they  were  once  more  free. 
But  the  annoyance  they  had  suffered  was  really  too  bod 
for   men   with   their  passports  in   order.     Surtout  pat   i 
Irop  de  xeU,  might  well  have  been  said  to  the  Com-  \ 
mandant  of  Etampes. 

Not  only  are  the  members  of  the  deputation  from  the  I 
German  Parliament  ready  in  Versaillea  to  present  their  I 
address  to  the  King  to-day,  but  the  great  change  in  the  1 
style  and  title  of  Germany,  the  change  from  a  KoyaJ  I 
to  an  Imperial  crown,  ia  expected  to  load  to  a 
brilliant  gathering  than  has  yet  been  seen  at  head- 
quarters. Their  Majesties  of  Saxony,  and  Bavaria, 
and  Wiirtemberg  may  even  arrive,  and  offer  their  I 
congratulations  in  person  to  the  future  Emperor.  It  is  ] 
strange  that,  with  a  mighty  army  of  their  Ropnblican  I 
enemies  so  near  at  hand,  the  Germans  should  have  a  I 
position  which  enables  them  to  transact  this  matf«r  in  J 
perfect  calmness.  "  Alarms,  excursions,  to  them  enter  \ 
Trochu  and  his  army,"  wontd  make  a  bad  stage  direc-  [ 
tion  for  the  pageant,  so  the  Germans  in  tlie  outposts  \ 
must  keep  vigilant  watch. 

Sec.  19. — That  great  avenue  of  the  courtly  city,  with  it«  1 
leafless  trees,  and  its  side  alleys  trampled  from  grass  to  \ 
mud  by  many  horse-hoofa,  is  becoming  rich  in  G 
history.     The  history  of  the  Prince's  coming,  and  of  the  ] 


'warm  dnsty  afternoon  in  October  when  King  "Williitm 
drove  to  the  Pn^fectnre,  may  be  set  down  among  the 
events  of  the  war.  Oenerals-in- Chief  mnat  go  to  some 
new  liead-qnarterB  with  each  forward  march  that  they 
make,  and  there  mast  be  a  certain  interest  in  snch 
moves  as  part  of  a  great  dmma.  But  these  conquering 
G^wans  are  a  nation  oa  the  march.  Clerks  and 
secretaries,  Ministers  of  State,  and  Royal  Dukes,  follow 
the  coarse  of  the  campaign.  Telegraph  lines  are  laid 
down,  roilitniy  railways  are  oi^anized,  and  the  quarters 
of  the  Soldier  King,  for  three  months  straight  on  end, 
will  be  looked  back  to  as  a  German  capital  in  pai'/ibu*. 
The  Prefecture  on  the  great  avcnne  of  VerHailJes  has 
seen  many  a  diplomat  come  and  go,  has  witnessed  the 
arrivals  and  departures  of  those  who  negotiated  the 
nnion  of  Germany,  and  has  been  visited  again  and 
again  by  the  iron  Chancellor  in  hia  ripening  triumph. 
It  needed  bat  a  Parliamentary  depntation  to  fill  in  the 
historical  picture  of  1870.  Grave,  earnest  representa- 
tives of  the  German  people  should  come  among  tbs 
Princes  and  Generals  to  take  part  in  the  mighty  work 
of  the  time — in  a  better  work  than  that  of  punishing 
France— namely,  that  of  uniting  Germany.  The  punish- 
inent  may  or  may  not  have  a  lasting  effect,  but  the 
nnion  of  the  "Fatherland"  will  be  nn  "accomplished 
fact"  long  before  the  rained  French  \-illages  have  been 
rebuilt. 

The  deputation  of  the  North  German  Parliament,  headed 
by  Herr  Simson,  its  veteran  President,  travelled  leisurely 
t«  Versailles.  At  Strasbnrg,  the  depnties  were  enter- 
tained by  Count  Bismarck  Bohlen,  at  a  grand  banquet 
oFmore  than  ninety  covers.  At  Bar-le -Due,  the  Bavarian 
soldiers,  who  had  received  a  ban-cl  of  genuine  Baierisches 
Bier,  begged  their  North  German  friends  the  deputies 
to   drink  the  Emperor's  health   in  this  characteristic 
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beverage.  Then  came  the  arrival  at  Lagny,  and  the 
drive,  in  any  and  every  sort  of  carriage,  to  Versailles. 
The  deputies  were  not  fortunate  as  sightseers  when  they 
passed  along  the  south-east  front  of  Paris,  for  no  sortie 
took  place  to  give  them  a  taste  of  war.  They  reached 
head-quarters  in  safety,  were  to  be  seen  "largely  on 
hand,"  as  it  is  expressed  by  Western  men,  at  the  H6tel 
des  Reservoirs,  and  were  organized  in  procession  yester- 
day afternoon  to  proceed  to  the  Prefecture. 

Vulgar  little  French  boys  stared  at  these  new-come 
politicians  without  the  respect  which  clanking  swords 
and  brass-topped  helmets  impose  upon  the  young  mind. 
But  though  I  heard  many  sneers  in  the  street  at  the 
odd  equipages  of  ces  messieurs,  as  they  dashed  by — 
conquered  people  will  have  their  word  about  the  con- 
querors— ^yet  the  tone  of  more  serious  Frenchmen 
seemed  to  be,  "  Do  as  you  like.  Have  an  Empire,  or 
whatever  else  you  choose  ;  the  thing  is  your  affair,  and," 
added  one  whom  I  heard,  "  wo  French  have  had  enough 
of  Empires  for  a  long  time." 

The  weather  was  ^ne,  and  a  crowd  had  collected  before 
the  Prefecture.  Over  the  centre  of  the  building  was 
the  Prussian  Royal  standard — the  black  cross  on  a 
ground  of  gold  and  purple — and  about  the  gateway  were 
hundreds  of  curious  Prussians,  off  duty,  waiting  to  see 
the  deputies  pass.  There  was  no  music  before  the 
King's  quarters,  but  a  few  cannon-shot  heard  booming 
from  Paris  brought  home  the  strange  realities  of  the 
scene.  May  this  Empire  be  peace — as  Napoleon's  never 
was — though  it  is  founded  in  the  midst  of  war !  Hark 
to  the  boom  of  the  guns  of  those  rash  Republicans  ! 
What  troubled  days  they  may  have  in  the  future,  even 
when  the  invaders  have  gone  home!  The  German 
system^seems  to  promise  greater  strength.  There  is  to 
be  one  country  and  one  flag  for  the  land  of  so  many 


I 


piincea,  for  they  waiTo  tLeir  claims  in  favonr  of  the 
greatest  among  tbem,  and  offeF  Iiim  an  Imperial  c 

the  mnsic  of  yonder  detachment  whicli 
marches  down  the  avenne — no  better  time  could  be 
chosen  to  ask  with  brazen  throat,  "  What  is  the  German's 
Fatherland  ?  ''     The  answer  is  ready. 

Inside  the  Prefectnrc  of  Versailles  is  a  handsome  room 
filled  witli  bright  nniforms,  with  helmeta,  and  ribbons, 
and  crosses.  The  King  stands  near  the  fireplace,  and 
tlie  generals  and  princes,  the  deputies  and  staff  officers 
circle  ronnd  an  open  apace  where  stands  Herr  Simson 
to  read  the  address  of  the  Parliament.  Herr  Simeon 
has  the  faculty  of  hcing  a.  Farliamentry  leader.  As  such, 
in  1849,  he  offered  an  Imperial  crown  to  the  King  of 
Pmaaia,  the  brother  of  King  William.  Events  have 
ripened.  Prussia  is  not  now  where  she  then  was.  See 
how  proudly  Bismarck  glances  round  the  brilliant  circle ! 
Xiistea  as  the  Soldier  King  replies,  with  tanes  of  deep 
emotion  !  He  accepts  what  his  counti^inen  desire  him 
to  accept.  He  ia  to  be  Emperor,  But  the  title  of  King 
will  bo  maintained  as  well,  and  the  other  higher  tttie 
will  not  be  assumed  until  the  South  German  people 
hare  expressed  tlio  wish  which  South  German  princes 
have  already  made  known. 

The  Special  Correspondent  with  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Saxony's  army  saw  the  same  deputation  at  Lagny,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  as  it  was  Tetaming  to  Germany,  and 
ibiis  describes  the  interview : — 

Between  Pomponne  and  Lagny  I  was  amusing  myself  by 
noting  the  variety  of  railway  lines  from  which  the 
carriages  composing  a  single  reserve  train  had  been 
drafted — Berg,  Hanover,  Taunus,  Halle-Cassel,  Weat- 
bieat,  Sexe,  and  half  a  dozen  more,  when  I  observed  a 
half  troop  of  Bine  Hassara  on  the  other  side  of  the 
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water  coming  at  a  trot  down  to  the  Kreys-briicke.  The 
horsemen  were  followed  by  a  string  of  carriages,  which 
were  closed  np  by  another  half  troop  of  Drngoona. 
Wliat  coaJd  it  mean  ?  Was  the  King  fulfilling  the 
frantic  prognostications  of  the  Hamburg  merchant, 
■whose  ravings  I  reported  the  other  day,  and  flying 
to  Bheims  in  twelve  two-horse  post- waggons  ?  Had 
Trochn  yielded  himself  up  on  the  sly,  and  was  he  off  to 
Wilhelmsholie  pi'd  Lagny  and  Bouillon,  after  the  manner 
of  his  qnondam  Imperial  master  ?  Had  the  Crown 
Princess  been  on  a  flying  visit  to  her  Royal  and  gallant 
husband,  and  been  warned  out  of  TcrBailles  by  "Big 
Joacehne  ?  "  How  could  I  t*ll  ?  None  the  nioi'e  could 
I  understand  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  procession  when 
the  escort  and  the  post-waggons  came  post  me  at  a  trot. 
I  saw  faces  not  wont  to  he  seen  on  the  war-patb — faces 
grave  with  thought,  attenuated  by  long  watching  over 
the  midnight  lamp-— civilian  faces  and  dresses  in  every 
carriage.  Altbongh  I  did  not  express  myself  aodibly, 
I  shared  the  sentiment  of  the  honest  Landwehrman  in 
the  gutter,  who  bluntly  roared  out  to  one  of  the  posti- 
lions, "  I  wish  you  "d  tell  me  who  the  devil  you  have  got 
there  ?  "  The  man's  quaint  coolness  reminded  me  of  ; 
an  Ost  Preassen  marketender,  who,  passing  during  the 
memorable  interview  between  the  ex-Em pcror  and 
Bismarck  after  Sedan,  bawled  out  lustily,  "  Where 
that  Napoleon  ?  "  The  cortige  whirled  on,  and  I  rode 
after  it,  but  was  accidentally  so  delayed  that  the  waggons 
had  discharged  their  freight  in  front  of  the  Lagny  Riul- 
way  Station  some  time  before  I  got  there.  Very  hungry, 
and  with  a  trust  in  the  ctapfer  of  accidents,  begotten  of 
some  experience,  to  purvey  somehow  the  information  I 
needed,  I  turned  aside  to  the  "  officers'  casino  "- 
modest  eating-room,  on  the  mess  principle,  established 
opposite  the  station.     The  place  was  full  of  the  faces  I 
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had  seen  in  the  corriagea.  Tho  owners  of  the  faces 
■were  hard  at  work — very.  Sanst^e,  bam,  colli  meat 
were  disappearing  with  creditable  rapidity;  the  wine 
^rgled  from  the  bottles,  and  a  ailence  reigned  eueh  a,s 
is  wont  to  exist  among  very  hongry  men.  No  wonder 
that  they  were  hnngry:  the  thirty  civilians  I  saw  before 
me,  in  the  fur  coats,  the  fnr  caps,  and  some  indeed  in  for 
boots,  one  man  with  white  monstaches,  many  of  them 
with  bald  heads,  and  other  signs  and  tokens  of  "  grave 
and  reverend  seigneurs,"  were  the  deputation  of  the 
North  German  Reichstag,  who  were  on  their  way  home 
from  Versailles,  after  tendering  to  King  William  the 
crown  and  title  of  Emperor  of  Germany.  It  was  a 
strange  sight — no  bad  emblem  of  a  nation  which  loves 
peace,  while  it  never  shnas  righteoos  war.  Hero,  in  the 
low-browed,  narrow  room,  waited  on  by  soldiers  in 
canvas  undress,  whose  straw  beds  were  visible  in  the 
kitchen,  aa  the  door  stood  open,  interspersed  wiili  officers 
in  nniform — here  a  general,  there  a  lientenant,  the  street 
in  front  crowded  with  the  wounded  of  two  nations 
and  half  a  dozen  principalities,  its  stones  echoing 
to  the  din  of  galloping  orderlies,  to  the  rattle  of 
marketenJer  carts,  and  the  roll  of  tumbrels;  hero 
Bat  the  fathers  in  Israel,  men  wise  in  council — men 
famoDS  in  literature — men  whoso  names  are  a  tower 
of  strength  on  every  Bourse  in  Europe.  When 
has  a  Parliament  been  seen  on  campaign  before  ? 
I  can  recall  no  later  instance  than  when  the  Council  of 
the  Covenant  went  with  the  Covenanting  fighting  men 
into  the  field — themselves,  too,  fighting  men.  Truly 
this  modem  Parliament  on  campaign  took  to  the  role 
very  kindly,  to  judge  by  the  good  knives  and  forks  they 
played.  Having  the  honour  to  he  recognised  by  one  of  tho 
members — Baron  Rothschild,  I  was  moat  courtoonaly 
requested  to  lake  a  seat  at  one  of  the  tables.     The  Baron, 
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in  urbanity  and  geniality-,  ia  a  host  in  himself;  at  tha 
same  table  sat  tlie  following  membera  of  the  depnta- 
tions  :— President  Simson,  Landrath  von  Cranach,  Dr. 
Wcigel,  Herr  Pnttkamer,  Baron  Nordeck,  Count  Hom- 
pesch,  Herr  von  Sybol,  and  Herr  Sombart.  Tbey  told 
me,  witli  mnch  feeling,  how  the  tears  had  trickJed  down 
King  William's  cheeks  when  the  grandest  proffer  of  the 
age  was  miMlo  to  him-  They  expreSHed  witli  liearty 
warmth  their  pleasure  that,  when  the  time  came  that 
William's  son  should  reign  in  his  stead,  the  Princess 
Royal  of  England  sbould  be  Empress  of  Germany  ;  and 
before  Herr  Director  came  to  say  that  the  train  was 
ready,  one  toast  was  drunk,  and  in  that  all  the  room 
joined  with  acclamation — "Prosperity  to  Germany  and 
England ;  may  they  ever  be  friendly  !"  Baron  Nordcck 
it  was  who  gave  the  toast.  And  then  "the  house 
adjourned  "  into  the  anng  first-class  carriages.  I  could 
not  help  being  amused  at  the  gentleman  who  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  settling  the  reckoning.  It 
was  stiff,  unquestionably— 164  thalers  for  a  simple  cold 
Inncheon  for  31  persons.  No  doubt  the  casino  keeper 
would  have  replied  to  a  complaint  to  the  same  effect  as 
a  Scotch  change-house  keeper  is  reported  to  Iiave  used 
to  James  VT. :  "  Te  dinna  come  this  gate  Dka  day,  your 
Majesty."  Certainly  it  is  not  often  tliat  a  Lagny  wiar- 
Jcetender  gets  a  chance  of  cutting  into  the  purse  of  the 
German  Beichstag.  The  paymaster  was  disposed  to 
grumble,  but  I  ventured  to  point  out  that  it  was  all,  so 
to  epeak,  in  the  family,  since  the  man  was  a  German, 
and  since  Germany  was  paying  t'"?  co^  1 1  of  the  delega- 
tion— a  view  which  the  good  dtpnty,  perhaps,  all  the 
readier  adopted,  beeanse  hia  colleagues,  getting  through 
before  him,  were  picking  up  all  the  best  seats  in  ti» 
train.  The  deputation  goes  to-night  as  far  as  Eperoay, 
where,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  it  breaks  up. 
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forced  to  resist  a  very  cordial  invitatioii  to  accompany  it 
as  far  as  the  city  of  Champagne,  bat  my  dnties  called 
me  elsewhere.  An  officer  who  accompanied  the  delega- 
tion in  an  official  capacity  had  with  him  a  cage  con- 
taining a  Paris  carrier-pigeon,  which  had  been  cap- 
tnred  with  its  despatch,  and  which  he  was  conveying 
home  as  a  present  to  Princess  Charles  of  Prussia,  the 
sister  of  Qaeen  Angosta. 

Yesterday  two  hnndred  sailors  passed  through  Lagny  on 
their  way  to  man  the  gunboats  on  the  Loire,  captured 
from  the  French.  The  men,  who  were  mostly  from 
Kiel  and  the  vicinity,  were  in  splendid  spirits,  and  were 
fine  specimens  of  bearded  tars.  The  gunboats  are  to  be 
used  in  Airther  operations  against  the  French  on  the 
Loire. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Bt  the  middle  of  December  the  Pigeon  Lad  come  to  be 
considered  in  Paris  as  a  sacred  bird.  It  'was  tho  boast  of 
the  investors  tbat  not  a  mouse  conld  enter  or  leave  Poris 
withont  their  permission  i  bnt  they  conld  neither  binder 
the  escape  of  pigeons  from  tbe  beleaguered  capital,  nor 
wholly  prevent  tbe  besieged  from  receiving  communication 
from  the  world  without.  It  was,  however,  the  pigeon,  and 
the  pigeon  only,  tbat  could  cany  from  the  departments  into 
the  capital  messages  over  which  tbe  enemy  could  eiercisa 
no  censorship  or  control.  The  pigeon  carried  under  its 
wing  tho  letter  that  raised  tbe  hopes  of  two  millions  of 
people,  or  plunged  them  in  momentary  despair ;  and  ono 
of  the  most  plaintive  of  tbe  laments  that  were  sent  from 
Paris  was,  "Wo  have  had  no  pigeon  for  eight  days."  It 
must,  however,  be  admitted  that  this  admirable  bird  did 
not  always  fnlfil  the  expectations  that  had  been  formed  of 
it.  Aa  the  winter  season  advanced,  and  tho  days  became 
nborter,  the  number  of  messages  despatched,  but  not  re- 
ceived, sensibly  increased.  It  appeared  that  tbe  birds 
avoided  night-work,  and  would  only  fly  as  long  aa  they 
could  see  their  way.  Thus  it  became  necessary,  in  the 
Booth  of  France,  to  have  them  conveyed  northwards,  and 
let  loose  as  near  as  possible  to  the  capital,  so  that  they 
might  be  sure  to  arrive  before  dark.  When  this  precaution 
was  omitted,  they  frequently  went  to  roost,  and  forgot  to 
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contiiine  their  jonmey  on  the  following  day.  Some,  it 
was  fonnd,  had  been  beguiled  on  their  way  by  the  hos- 
pitality of  rural  dove-cots,  and  others  fell  a  prey  to  the 
Prussian  hawk,  or  the  heedlesa  Bporteman.  It  was  owing 
to  BOine  such  cause,  probably,  that  a  message,  which  M. 
Gambettii  sent  from  Bourges  on  the  14th  of  December, 
did  not  reach  Paris  before  the  20th  of  that  month.  It  was 
in  the  following  terms: — 


"  Gambi 


I  JcLEs  Favbe  et  Thochu. 

"  Bourget,  Bee.  14. 


"  During  four  days  I  have  been  here,  occupied  with 
Bonrbaki,  reorganizing  the  three  Corps,  15th,  18th,  and 
20th,  of  the  First  Army  of  the  Loire,  severely  cut  up  by 
the  forced  marches  and  heavy  raina  following  the  evacua- 
tion of  Orleans,  This  work  will  take  some  four  or  five 
days  more  to  complete. 

"The  positions  occupied  by  Bourbaki  cover  both  Nevers 
sod  Bourges. 

"  The  other  portion  of  the  army,  after  the  occupation  of 
Orleans,  retired  on  Beaugency  and  Marchenoir — positions 
which  it  has  retained  against  all  the  efforts  of  Prince 
Frederick  Charles,  thanks  to  the  great  enei^  of  General 
Chanzy,  who  seems  le  veritable  homme  ile  guerre  ricili  par 
Ui  dernieret  ivenemenU. 

"  The  army,  composed  of  the  16th,  1 7th,  and  21st  Corps, 
and  supported  by  all  the  forces  of  the  West,  according 
the  orders  of  General  Trochn,  executed  an  admirable  retreat, 
with  very  heavy  losses  to  the  Prussians.  Chancy  stole 
away  by  a  movement  turning  Frederick  Charles  on  the 
lefl  bank  of  the  Loire  at  Blois  and  Amboise.  Ghanzy  is 
in  perfect  security,  ready  to  take  the  offensive  against  .  .  . 
when  bis  troops  are  rested,  after  having  fought  splendidly 
against  superior  numbers  from  the  30th  November  to  the 
12th  December. 
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"  You  thus  see  the  Army  of  the  Loire  is  far  from  being 
destroyed,  according  to  the  lies  of  the  Prussians.  It  is 
separated  into  two  equal  forces  ready  to  operate,  one 
on  .     .    .   the  other    .     .     .    so  as  to  march  on    .     .     .'' 

The  Paris  journals  exulted  over  this  excellent  news, 
though  none  of  them  ventured  to  explain  it.  The  Besieged 
Resident  wrote  : — "  The  optimists  say  it  means  that  Bour- 
baki  and  Chanzy  have  surrounded  Frederick  Charles ;  the 
pessimists  say  that  Frederick  Charles  has  got  between 
them." 

The  King  of  Prussia  had  anticipated  it  by  a  few  days 
in  the  following  General  Order : — 

"  Soldiers  of  the  Confederate  German  Armies ! — We 
have  again  arrived  at  a  crisis  of  the  war.  When  I  last 
addressed  you,  the  last  of  the  hostile  armies  which  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign  confronted  us  had,  by  the 
capitulation  of  Metz,  been  destroyed.  The  enemy  has 
since,  by  extraordinary  exertions,  opposed  to  us  newly- 
formed  troops,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
France  have  forsaken  their  peaceful,  and  by  us  unhindered, 
vocations  in  order  to  take  up  arms.  The  enemy  was 
frequently  superior  to  us  in  numbers,  but  you  have  never- 
theless again  defeated  him,  for  valour  and  discipline  and 
confidence  in  a  righteous  cause  are  worth  more  than  nume- 
rical preponderance.  All  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  break 
through  the  investment  lines  of  Paris  have  been  firmly 
repulsed,  often,  indeed,  with  many  bloody  sacrifices,  as  at 
Champigny  and  at  Le  Bourget,  but  with  a  heroism  such  as 
you  have  everywhere  displayed  towards  him.  The  armies 
.  of  the  enemy,  which  were  advancing  from  every  direction 
to  the  relief  of  Paris,  have  all  been  defeated.  Our  troops, 
Bome  of  whom  only  a  few  weeks  ago  stood  before  Metz 
and  Strasburg,  have  to-day  advanced  as  far  as  Rouen, 
Orleans,  and  Dijon,  and,  among  many  smaller  victorious 


nj 


A   XEW  FHESCn  ARMY. 


43 


I 


OBga^ments,  two  new  important  battles — those  of  Atnieos 
and  the  several  days'  %ht  at  Orli;4ns — hare  been  added  to 
otir  former  triumphs.  Several  fortressea  have  beeu  con- 
quered, and  mnch  war  material  has  been  takes.  I  have 
reason,  therefore,  for  the  greatest  Batisfaction,  and  it  is  to 
men  gratificaiion  fmd  a  daty  to  express  this  to  yon.  I 
thank  70a  all,  from  the  General  to  the  common  soldier. 
Sboalii  the  eneiny  persist  in  a  farther  prosecntion  of  the 
war,  I  know  yon  will  continae  to  show  that  exertion  of  all 
yonr  powers  to  whicbwe  owe  onr  groat  success  hitherto, 
until  we  ring  from  him  an  honourable  peace,  worthy  of 
the  great  sacrifices  of  blood  and  life  which  have  been 
oOercd  up.  "  William. 

"Head-quarters,  Vertailles,  Dre.  G,  1970." 

Although  King  William's  language  was  fully  warranted, 
M.  Gambetta  also  had  ground  for  the  hopes  he  held  oat 
to  Paris.  It  is  true  that,  a  week  before  the  Parisians  re- 
ceived the  despatch,  Grencral  Cbanzy  had  retired  to  Le  Mans, 
to  repair  his  losses  and  reform,  his  army ;  but  his  troops, 
nevertheless,  had  fought  in  a  manner  to  deserve  his  com- 
mendations, and  to  justify  tho  expectation  that,  nnder 
bvonrable  circauiGtanccs,  they  would  be  able  once  more  to 
tegnme  their  forward  march.  The  Moniteur  had  announced 
tiiat^  "  in  consequence  of  the  recent  military  events  on  the 
Loire  and  the  evacuation  of  Orleans,"  the  Government  had 
decided  on  the  formation  of  two  distinct  armies,  to  operate 
in  the  two  regions  separated  by  the  course  of  the  river, 
"thus  preserving  means  of  effecting  a  junction  with  Paris, 
which  was  the  immediate  and  supreme  object  in  view." 

In  accordance  with  these  intentions,  new  appointments 
were  announced.  General  Bourbald  was  named  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  First,  and  General  Chanzy  commander- 
in-chief  of  tho  Second,  Army  of  the  Loire.  The  military 
events  referred  to  in  the  official  journal  were  sufficiently 
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obvious.  Chanzy,  with  the  IGtIi  and  17t!i  Corps,  had 
been  cut  off  from  Orleans  before  tlie  occupation  of  tlio  city 
on  the  4th  of  December,  and  compelled  to  retire  clear  of  it 
to  the  south-west.  The  18th  and  20th  Corps  had  gone  up 
the  river  as  Chanzy  had  gone  down  it,  and  the  15th  Corps 
had  retreated  through  Orleans  upon  Bonrges,  where  sub- 
Bequently  the  IBLh  and  20th  Corps  joined  it,  after  a  ton 
days'  march.  The  formation  of  tliese  Corps  into  two 
armies  would  have  been  a  wise  measure,  had  France  had 
a  generaliseimo  capable  of  combining  their  movements 
after  the  division  of  the  general  command.  They  had  two 
seveml  bases,  south  and  west,  each  of  which  it  waa 
necessary  to  retain,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  act  in  concert.  But,  as  we  shall  see,  by  the 
time  that  Bonrbaki'a  army  was  in  a  condition  to  march, 
the  "immediate  and  supreme  object  in  view" — the 
"  effecting  of  a  junction  with  Paris  " — was  lost  sight  of. 
Bourbaki  was  sent  away  to  the  east,  and  Chanzy,  so  far 
from  being  able  to  go  to  Paris,  was  attacked  and  over- 
thrown on  the  Sarthe. 

The  Ministers  farther  announced  the  abandonment  of  i 
Tours  as  the  scat  of  the  delegate  Govemm.ent,  it  being, 
under  the  circumgtancea  of  the  hour,  the  moat  important 
point  to  prevent  the  freedom  of  the  two  armies  from  being 
impeded  in  any  way  whatever  by  political  or  adraini strati ve 
considerations.  Therefore,  aa  the  proximity  of  the  so 
Government  at  Tours  might  hinder  the  operations  o 
two  armies,  it  bad  been  decided  that  the  whole  of  the 
Government  office);  should  be  transferred  to  Bordeaux, 
which,  owing  to  the  facilities  of  comninnication  which  it 
offered  both  by  land  and  sea  with  the  rest  of  France, 
afforded  precious  resources  for  the  organization  of  the  army 
and  tlie  eontinnance  of  the  work  of  the  national  defence. 

The  Correspondent  at  Tonra  wrote  from  that  city,  oa 
the  5th  of  December : — 
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M.  Oambetla  left  Tours  yesterday  nil«moon  by  a  specia 
train  for  Orleans.  On  arriving  near  the  village  of  La 
Chapelle,  abont  ten  miles  from  Orleans,  liis  train  ran 
into  a  bairicado  which  had  been  hastily  thrown  Bcros3 
the  line  by  the  enemy.  At  the  game  time  some  Uhlans 
lying  in  ambosh  fired  upon  him.  He  escaped  almost 
by  a  miracle.  He  was  very  seirerely  shaken  by  the 
shock  of  the  collision  with  the  barricade,  and  his  private 
secretary,  M.  Spoiler,  was  still  more  hurt.  M.  Gambetta 
got  back  on  foot  to  Beaugencj,  where  he  took  a  carriage 
to  Ecoois,  in  the  hope  of  there  getting  some  news 
from  Orleans,  hut  he  conld  find  none.  He  then  made 
his  way  to  Blois,  where  at  nine  yesterday  evening  he 
received  from  Tours,  forwarded  by  M.  do  Freyciuet,  tlie 
following  disheartening  despatch  :— 
"I  had  hoped  np  to  the  last  moment  not  to  evaenale 
Orleans ;  hot  all  my  efforts  were  useless.  I  shall 
evaenaie  to-night." 
This  laconic  anoonncement  reached  Tonrs  at  half-pa^^t  six 
last  night,  and  was  the  only  communication  made  by 
General  d'Anrelle  since  the  one  six  hours  earlier,  which 
promised  that  ho  would  obey  his  orders  and  defend  tho 
place. 
M.  Gambetta  returned  to  Tours  at  half-past  three  this 
morning,  and  then  had  the  grief  to  learn  that  Orleans 
had  been  evacuated  at  midnight.  He  had  the  poor  and 
only  consolation  of  being  told  that  the  retreat  was 
effected  iu  "good  order;"  but  from  General  d'Anrelle 
he  has  np  to  this  moment  had  no  further  news  what- 
ever. The  disaster  is  tremendous.  The  gallant  Admiral 
Janreguiberry  was  in  command  of  eighty-five  splendid 
naval  guns,  in  admirable  position,  at  Chevilly.  When 
tho  order  was  brought  by  an  asde-de-camp  to  retreat,  he 
refused  positively.  I  am  now  speaking  from  a  despatch 
signed  by  him  which  I  have  seen.     He  said,  "  I  can't 
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retire ;  I  have  my  giina  here  in  a  capital  poBition  to 
defend  tbe  town.  I  can't  tote  them  away,  and  I  will 
stick  to  tbcm  uulesa  I  get  a  written  order  from  tho 
general  eomniBJi ding-in-chief  to  go  away."  The  written 
order  speedily  came,  and  then  Jan r^guil jerry,  with  a 
heavy  heart,  spiked  all  those  gnns  which  had  been 
collected  with  infinite  troublo  and  expejiBo  by  M. 
Gambetta's  care.  Wliat  makes  the  calamity  the  more 
galling  18,  that  the  Germans,  when  they  occupied 
Orleans  for  the  second  time,  are  said  to  have  had 
scarcely  any  ammunition  at  all.  D'Aurello  is  said  to 
have  retreated  in  two  lines  upon  Bourges  and  VicrKon. 
Nothing  but  the  last  estremiiy  of  necessity  could  have 
justified  him  in  going  so  far  away  fi-om  Paris  at  a 
moment  when  any  snpport,  however  slight,  from  the 
array  of  the  Loire,  would  have  been  of  pricele 
portance. 

An  Irish  lady  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  thirty  yeanj 
ago,  and  who  inhabited  a  manor  bouse  somewhere  i 
tbe  wilds  of  Sligo,  nscd  to  say,  "Whenever  the  servantsl 
talk  to  me  of  ghosts,  I  begin  to  look  out  for  hoosfr'l 
breakers."     Likewise,  whenever  I  hear  of  miracles,  my  J 
first  impulse  is  to  see  what  knavery  they  hide.     1  have  1 
an  instinctive  feeling  tbat  they  are  made  to  order  by  th^fl 
political  intriguers,  jnst  as  fascines  and  gabions  ar 
etructed  tt>  forward  siege  works.     This  detective  pro  I 
penaity  of  mine  has  had  full  play  since  I  came  to  Toura.  1 
Since  Titus  besieged  Jerusalem,  miracles  were  never  of  1 
each  frequent  occurrence.     Miraculous  voices  are  beard  ■ 
at  La  Salette  which  wnm  tbe  faithful  against  the  Man 
of  Sedan  and  the  ally  of  Giiribaldi,  whom  I  take  to  be 
Oambetta.     A  Bishop  formally  cei'tifies  to  the  authenti- 
city of  these  voices.     The  Frani;ai*,  which  i-epresents 
tliat  shade  of  orthodoxy  headed  by  the  Bishop  of  Or- 
leanB,  and  tho   Vnion,  whose  inspirations  are  derived 
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^K    from  iho  Geeu  and  the  ChAtaau  of  Frulisdorf,  vie  ^th 

^B        each  othop  in  making  their  readers  acquainted    with 

H        miracle  workers,  and  nuns  and  peasant  girls  endowed 

H        with  the  gift  of  prophecy.     The  former  journal,  which 

^f  counts  several  AcademicisLus  among  its  editors,  descants 

with  elasBic  elegance  on  the  miracoloas  properties  of  an 

altur  in  the  cathedral  of  Orleans,  belbre  which  Jeanne 

d'Arc  saw  a  vision  of  the  Virgin  Mary.     D'Aurelle  de 

Paladine  had  the  weakness,  with  the  principal  members 

of  his  staff,  to  go  and  venerate  some  relics  on  this  altar, 

amid  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  a  military  maR>;. 

This  religious  manifestation  was  taken  by  those-  of  his 

eoldieta  who  read  the  Steele  as  a  political  demonstration 

end  an  evidence  of  treasonable  intentions  towards  the 

i  Republic — an  opinion  which  was  strengthened  by  a  nun 
liaving  predicted  that  the  younger  Bonrbons  would  bow 
to  the  elder  branch,  and  thst  when  Henri  V.  had  saved 
France,  Lonia  Philippe  II.  would  succeed  him  and  re- 
new his  baptismal  vows  in  the  church  of  Orleans.  As 
d'Anrelle  de  Paladine  never  cried  "  Vive  la  Republtque," 
his  Voltairean  army  naturally  thought  lie  was  a  traitor, 
whoso  mission  it  was  to  get  them  massacred.  After 
trhat  I  have  seen  of  the  entha.aiajim  of  the  Mobiles  here, 
I  cannot  otherwise  explain  the  despatch  in  which  he 

t  informed  Gambctta  that  they  were  ill  disposed  to  go 
forward.  Bnt  to  continue  with  my  mii-acles.  The  Union 
takes  to  itself  credit  for  having  discovered  another 
Jeanne  d'Arc,  whose  supernatural  qnalitiea  are  attested 
by  a  Bishop.  As  the  Union  looks  forward  to  a  miraeu- 
loos  birth  at  Frohsdorf,  it  does  not  care  to  accept  the 
'I  Orleans  nun,  who  predicts  a  fusion  of  the  Legitimist 

and  Orleans  interests.  Jndge,  then,  how  it  hugs  its 
Iroucaille,  and  eackloa  over  it.  Here  is  the  full,  true, 
and  particular  account  of  the  modern  Jeanne  d'Arc,  as 
famished  by  the  Union  :  "  We  iatraduce  to  our  i-eadera 
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a  holy  maid  in  the  service  of  a  Christian  rnmily,  strict  iu 
the  observance  of  their  religioas  daties.  A  great  many 
legendary  things  concerning  this  marvellons  being  are 
circulated,  which  in  varionB  essential  respects  differ 
from  the  precise  information  we  are  in  a  position  to 
give.  It  is  said,  in  some  parts  of  France,  that  Ehe 
belongs  so  Macon,  and  in.  others  to  the  parish  of  Ars, 
which  is  celebrated  through  the  sanctity  and  miraculons 
powers  of  its  cure,  the  Abbe  Vianey.  The  young  girl 
in  question  saw  visions  from  an  early  age.  She  latterly 
received  an  order  from  the  Virgin  to  proceed  to  Paris, 
and  give  certain  warnings  to  General  Trochu.  The 
Virgin  appeared  to  her  several  days  in  succession. 
Troubled  by  these  renewed  visitations,  the  girl  con- 
sulted her  mistress,  who  consulted  the  cure,  who 
consulted,  as  he  was  bound,  the  Bishop  of  IJelley, 
Monsignor  Lungellerie,  after  carefully  weighing  the 
circumstances  submitted  to  him,  gave  tiio  young  girl 
leave  to  set  out  on  her  mission,  the  esact  nature  of 
which,  she  declared,  would  only  be  revealed  to  her 
by  a  matron  of  respectable  appearance,  whom  the 
Virgin  would  direct  to  meet  her  at  the  gates  of  Paris, 
and  who  would  tell  her  what  she  was  to  say  to  Genei-al 
Trochu.  The  girl  accomplished  her  mysterious  journey. 
But  little  has  transpired  of  what  passed  in  her  inter- 
view with  Trochu,  beyond  some  revelations  she  made 
to  the  General  of  events  that  were  on  the  point  of 
taking  jilace.  She  told  him,  at  the  moment  she  entered 
liiB  presence,  that  the  French  had  entered  Orleans, 
though  it  was  impossible  for  her  to  have  known  it 
by  natnrnl  means.  She  also  predicted  a  victoHons 
sortie,  wliich  would  be  fcllowed  by  depressing  news ; 
that  the  Prussians  would  not  occnpy  Macon ;  and  that 
the  King  of  Prussia  wua  destined  never  to  re-enter 
Berlin,"     The  Union  does  not  treat  us  to  the  history 
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ef  the  modern  Jeanne  d'Arc's  passage  through  the 
PrasBian  lines  before  Paris.  But  it  refera  ns  to  a 
thirty-centime  pamphlet,  in  which  it  is  related,  with 
many  oilier  miraculoQS  incidents  of  the  holy  maid's 
journey. 

Daeember  8. — The  France  profits  by  the  tlisaster  at 
Orleans  to  make  a  great  auslanght  upon  M.  Qnro- 
betta.  "Personal  power,"  it  observes,  "can  only  be 
jnatiBed  by  Buceess.  Now  what,  aft^r  all,  has  SI. 
Csmbetta  achieved  since  he  baa  been  Minister  of  War  ? 
TJnder  his  administration  Meta,  Scbelestadt,  Breisnch, 
Thionviile,  and  La  Fere  have  capitulated ;  and  the 
enemy,  besides  occnpying  Amiens,  R«uen,  and  Orleans, 
has  invested  Belfort,  threatened  Lyons  and  BeBan9on, 
and  nearly  doubled  thu  diameter  of  the  circle  of  its 
occupation."  The  conclusion  of  the  France  tberefore 
is,  that  it  is  high  time  for  il.  Gambetta  to  diatrost  his 
own  powers  and  take  to  himself  a  "  Conncil  of  Oovem- 
ment,"  meaning  tbo  knot  of  ex-deputies  at  thu  HAtel 
de  Bordeaox  and  the  H<^t«l  d«  TUnivers,  who  want  an 
Aasembly  to  be  elected  forthwith.  The  France  quite 
OTerlooka  the  herculean  efforts  of  il.  Gambetta,  which, 
in  the  short  space  of  two  months,  have  produced  armies 
whose  warlike  appearance  astonishes  all  observers.  Bat 
if  practical  results  do  not  Epeedily  come,  Gambetta  is 
likely  to  be  held  responsible  for  failure. 

Tours  is  abont  to  be  relegated  to  its  natural  dnlness.  Xo 
longer  will  M.  Glais  Bizoin  astonish  ordinary  mortals 
by  hia  condescension  over  matutinal  coffee  in  the  Cafe 
de  la  Ville.  No  longer  will  Cremieui,  the  Israelite, 
attract  crowds  at  the  gates  of  the  palace  of  an  ultra- 
montane archbishop,  whose  hospitality  be  enjoyed,  Ko 
longer  will  Gambetta  take  his  constitutional  walk  after 
breakfast  in  the  gardens  of  the  Prefecture,  while  gene- 
rals, cap  in  hand,  attend  him  one  after  the  other  to 
VOL.    II.  E 
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know  whether  they  are  to  be  promoted,  reprimanded,  or 
dismiBHed.  No  longer  will  people  fight  and  mtrigiie  to 
get  a  plitce  nt  the  tahle  d'hdle  of  the  Hdtel  du  Faisan. 
No  longer  will  the  Rne  Boyale,  which  in  ordimwy  times 
ehowB  like  the  High  St^-cet  of  a  dull  conntry  town,  be 
as  crowded  qs  Cheapaide  at  noon.  And  no  longer  will 
certain  hotel-keepers  and  shopkeepers  take  as  mticli 
money  in  a  day  an  tliey  asually  do  in  a  month. 

The  laconic  official  news  from  the  theatre  of  war  on  the 
Loire  I  cannot  read  as  very  cheering.  It  is  not  mnch 
to  say  that  General  ChanTy,  after  having  been  "  twice 
attacked,  has  maintained  his  position,"  and  is  "  able  to 
Bnstain  the  honour  of  our  amis,"  I  hear  terrible  stories 
abont  not  only  regiments  but  a,  genera!  running  away. 
The  general  is  said  to  have  been  placed  under  aiTest. 
I  continue  to  think  that  France  ought  to  be  able  to 
expel  the  invader ;  but  if  officers  and  men  won't  fight, 
she  may  be  crushed.  In  that  case  the  oppression  of  the 
conqnerop  will  he  bo  terrible  that  France  will  no  longer 
be  a  nation  worth  belon^ng  to  ;  and  if  I  were  a  French- 
man, I  should  certainly  share  the  feelings  of  many  friends 
of  mine,  who  say  that  if  Prussia  takes  Paris  they  will 
emigrate  to  Switzerland  or  America. 

A  great  many  ex-deputiea  here,  MM,  Cochery,  Lefebvre, 
Onizot,  Montpeyroux,  Wilson,  Honssard,  de  Civrac,  de 
Barante,  Alfred  Le  Roux,  Roy,  de  Iiouly,  Ac,  have  been 
laying  their  beads  together  against  Crambetta.  A 
deputation  of  them  recently  went  in  n  body  to  the 
Conttitutionnel  office,  where  they  proclaimed  that  the 
continuation  of  the  war  was  all  nonsense ;  that  France 
had  nothing  to  do  hut  make  peace  on  the  best  terms 
that  the  enemy  would  give  her ;  that  Gambetta  ought  to 
he  dethroned  from  his  dictatorBhip,  and  a  Constituent 
Assembly  at  once  elected.  They  wished  the  Consti- 
iutionnel  to  pablish  a  manifesto,  which  they  brought 
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read^  ont  and  dried.     Although  the  Conttitutionnel  ia  a 

Ijonmal  still  conducted  by  the  old  Imperialist  staff,  and 
is  Tery  hostile  to  the  Repnblic,  the  editor,  who  received 
this  deputation,  categorically  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  manifesto,  and  told  the  deputation  that  if 
they  wished  to  protest  against  M.  Gambetta,  they  mast 
do  it  their  own  way.  Thus  foiled  iu  one  mode  of 
assault  they  tried  another,  and  carried  their  bill  of  in- 
dictment to  the  Prefecture,  where  one  of  M,  Gambettn's 
secretaries,  ont  of  courtesy  to  them  as  ex-deputies, 
requested  them  to  come  at  two  in  the  aflemoou  for  an 
answer.  When  they  called  a^in  they  were  simply  told 
that  M.  Gambetta  had  nothing  whatever  to  say  to  them. 
In  point  of  fact  they  are  nobodies.  The  quality  of  an 
ex- Imperialist  deputy  manifestly  confers  no  status  what- 
ever above  that  of  any  other  citizen. 
The  terrible  lists  of  military  executions  of  private  soldiers 
vrhicb  daily  appear  in  the  Moniteur,  and  whiob  examples 
of  severity  may  be  very  necessary,  provoke  the  observa- 
tion that  one  very  seldom  hears  of  the  punishment  of 
I  officers,  and  yet  there  ia  an  appalling  amount  of  testi- 
mony that  very  many  officers  behave  ill  before  tho 
enemy.  A  captain  of  cavalry  of  the  15th  Corps,  now  a 
prisoner,  has  been  cashiered  in  his  absence,  for  having 
failed  to  join  his  squadron  wheu  it  received  marching 
orders  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  evacuation  of  Orleans, 
and  thereby  allowing  himself  voluntarily  to  be  made  a 
prisoner.  Soldiers  wilt  askwby  sentence  of  death  ia 
not  recorded  against  this  captain.  Perhaps,  however, 
he  only  over-slept  himself,  and  did  not  mean  to  Ins 
absent  on  parade. 
I  have  seen  one  of  Garibaldi's  staff  officers  (a  Frenchman) 
who  was  present  at  the  audacious  attempt  to  retake 
Dijon  by  night,  and  had  his  horse  killed  under  him  and 
k  bullet  through  hia  kepi.     He  told  me,  with  tears  in 
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his  eyes,  that  he  Lad  lived  to  eee  Italians  fight  well,  and 
the  French  soldiers,  wTio  should  have  seconded  tliem, 
mn  away.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  faint-heartednesa  of 
the  Mobiles,  who  did  not  come  to  the  scratch  according 
to  ordera,  there  is  every  probability  that  tiie  enterprise 
would  have  Bucceeded.  My  informant  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  Jlenotti  Garilialdi  and  Iiis  brigade.  A 
great  many  Garibaldians  are  men  of  fortune  and  high 
position,  wbojhave  raacle  immense  sacrifices  to  join  his 
standard ;  among  these  are  General  Frappoli,  Colonel 
Lobbia,  and  M.  Mauro-Macclii,  all  three  deputioa  who 
resigned  their  seats  to  take  service.  Then  there  are 
MM.  Podio,  Bizzoni,  Beglielli,  and  Castellazzo,  well- 
known  journalists.  A  Spanish  nobleman,  Orensc, 
Marquis  d'AJbaida,  is  in  tlie  ranks,  with  800  volunteers, 
and  there  are  fully  30O  Greeks  equipped  at  their  own 
expense.  M.  Charles  Tamburini,  the  son  of  tlio  great 
singer,  has  left  his  family  and  his  comfortable  honie  in 
London  to  share  the  hardships  of  the  Garibaldiaus. 
I  saw  the  other  day  in  Tours,  wearing  the  uniform  of  a 
Garihaldian,  Captain  Fra  Panteleo,  the  celebrated  monk 
■who  led  troops  in  Sicily  with  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a 
cmoifis  in  the  other.  Ho  has  come  here  because  he 
could  not  get  on  with  Colonel  Bordone,  who,  it  appearsi 
is  obnoxious  to  many  of  Garibaldi's  most  devoted  fol- 
iowers.  Panteleo  is  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  with  a 
round  face,  and  short.,  thick,  light  brown  whiskers.  In 
a  clerical  dress  he  wonld  look  a  "  bnrly  priest." 

I  have  jnst  come  from  visiting  the  ambulance  in  the  Palais 
de  Justice.  The  SaUe  des  Pas  Perdus  was  occupied 
with  soldiers  with  slight  arm  and  head  wounds  and 
dysentery.  In  the  ball,  where  the  historical  High  Court 
acquitted  Pierre  Bonaparte,  were  lying  on  chaff  litler 
those  who  had  been  badly  mutilated  in  the  fighting 
before  Orleans,     Thera  were  only  three   beds   iu   the 
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and  they  were  occnpied  by  men  in  an  nlmost 
Itopeless  condition.  A  groan  was  now  and  then  nndible, 
but  the  patients,  who  were  lying  down,  seemed  as  a 
general  rnle  too  exhausted  to  utter  a  soond  of  anj  kind. 
The  witnesses'  benches  were  occnpied  by  poor  wretches 
who  had  neither  blanket  nor  mattress  between  them  and 
the  hard  boards.  The  only  pLIIows  they  had  were  their 
kn&psacks.  It  was  shocking  to  see  bandaged  heads  so 
badly  bolstered.  As  I  was  walking  from  one  exti-emity 
to  the  other  of  the  hall,  a  French  ludy,  whose  deiterity 
in  attending  to  wonnds  and  well  sininlated  cheerfnlness 
I  had  noticed,  came  up  and  asked  me  if  1  had  any  old 
trousers  or  shirts  to  give  away,  because  they  were  verj- 
badly  wanted  by  some  oftfae  invalids.  She  showed  me  one 
man  who  was  snrronnded  by  a  Burgeon  and  three  Sisters 
of  Charity.  He  had  several  body  wonnds,  from  which 
they  were  trying  to  cut  away  with  little  scissors  what 
remained  of  a  nethev  garment.  It  was  plastered  to  him 
with  coagulated  blood.  Inside  of  the  bar  there  were 
freshly-arrived  invalids,  on  ivhom  the  white-robed  sisters 
were  operating  with  spongetg  and  warm  water.  Last 
March  this  space  was  partia'Iy  occnpied  by  jonrnolista 
who  had  come  te  witness  Pierre  Bonaparte's  trial,  and  the 
wives  of  the  judges  and  great  functionaries  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  In dre-et- Loire.  A  fainting  Mobile  leant 
against  the  bar  where  laoncliardi  gave  their  suborned 
evidence,  and  on  which  Henri  Rochefort  placed  his 
nicely-gloved  hand  as  he  uttered  hia  well-pondered  and 
very  effective  Karcnsms.  An  old  and  a  middle-aged 
woman  knelt  beside  a  dying  man  on  the  very  gpot  where 
Lanrier  and  Floqnet  pleaded.  I  suppose  they  were 
near  relatives  who  bad  jnst  found  him  out.  Their 
cheeks  were  scalded  with  tears,  and  one  of  thera  seemed 
to  be  reciting  the  pmyer  pour  1e$  agonUnnd.  She  struck 
her  breast  repeatedly  as  her  lips  moved.     I  was  curious 
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to  see  by  whom  the  hanc  des  accuses  was  occupied.  It 
is  a  sort  of  pew,  in  which  the  green  cushion  placed  in  it 
for  the  benefit  of  the  homicide  of  Autenil  still  remains. 
A  Franc-tirenr  was  lying  on  the  seat,  and  another  was 
sitting  on  the  floor  with  his  back  propped  np  by  the 
partition  dividing  it  from  the  compartment  where  the 
Corsican  colonels  and  majors  sat  who  were  charged 
with  the  difficult  task  of  controlling  the  violent  temper 
of  the  Emperor's  cousin.  Those  Francs-tireurs'  hoods, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  monks'  cowls,  were  drawn 
over  their  heads,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see 
their  faces.  The  daughter-in-law  of  the  Countess  de 
Flavigny,  and  a  lady  who  said  her  son  was  fighting 
under  General  Chanzy,  distributed  the  clothing  to 
soldiers  who  were  strong  enough  to  come  and  ask  for 
a  change  of  linen  or  a  pair  of  stockings.  I  remarked 
to  them  and  the  nuns  the  necessity  of  clearing  away 
the  chaff  litter  from  the  passages  between  the  files  of 
wounded.  The  irritating  dust  which  this  litter  occa- 
sioned visibly  affected  the  soldiers  suffering  from  chest 
wounds,  and  brought  on  internal  haBmorrhage.  But  the 
ladies  seemed  to  think  it  nobody's  business  either  to 
clear  away  the  litter  or  open  the  windows,  which  are  so 
high  up  that  draughts  would  not  be  apprehended  from 
their  being  a  little  opened.  The  Sister  of  Charity  is 
the  soldier  of  the  hospital.  She  is  good,  courageous, 
and  devoted.  But  she  is  so  broken  to  passive  obedience, 
that  in  new  situations  she  has  no  intelligent  initiative. 
A  Florence  Nightingale  is  badly  wanted  to  supervise  the 
French  ambulances,  and  Gambetta  should  try  to  dis- 
cover one  either  in  England  or  America." 

Bordeaux,  Dec.  15. — This  is  a  grand  metropolitan  city,  and 
I  feel  an  immense  relief  at  being  translated  from  dull, 
prosaic,  unintellectual  Tours  to  this  great  centre  of  French 
civilization.     I  may,  perhaps,  be  laughed  at  for  my  faith. 
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bnt  I  cling  to  the  belief  tliat  France  in  invincible ;  and 
even  if  Paris  should  lall— and  I  do  not  expect  such  a 
OBtostrophe — Bordeanx  might  still  bo  the  capital  of  a 
great  nation.  What  may  ho  called  the  "  west*end"  of 
this  city  is  the  central  part  aronnii  the  splendid  theatre — 
the  finest  in  France.  All  the  best  streets  converge 
upon  the  magnificent  placB  on  whicb  this  tlieatro 
stands.  This  quarter,  well  paved  and  well  drained, 
considerably  above  the  level  of  the  river,  is  altogether 
ch&rming.  In  the  midst  of  an  immenso  population  you 
enjoy  the  fresh  breeze  of  the  Garonne,  and  have  all  the 
advantages  of  the  country,  In  the  best  parts  of  Bor- 
deaux there  is  really  a.  rag  in  urbe.  As  a  winter  resi- 
dence I  shonld  infinitely  prefer  Bordeaux  to  Paris.  In 
snnuner  it  would  also  be  better  for  those  who  do  not 
mind  mosquitoes,  which  I  do,  and  of  whom  I  have  a 
terrible  recollection  when  they  paid  their  attentions  to 
me  at  Bordeaux  many  years  ago.  Since  1  have  been 
here  it  has  ruined  almost  continually,  and  the  streets 
ahow  a  very  good  imitation  of  London  mud.  They  say 
it  rains  in  Bordeaux  more  than  in  most  parts  of  Francb. 
But  the  breeze  from  the  Garonne  is  very  refreshing. 
The  quays — especially  those  parts  below  bridge,  where 
the  eye  is  delighted  by  splendid  shipping — are  charm- 
ing. I  have  found  out  there  a  restaurant  looking  upon 
the  Garonne  and  the  hills  i)eyond,  where  one  may  get  a 
good  nipast  in  quiet — snch  as  is  not  to  be  had  in  the 
frequented  paits  of  the  towa.  The  Cafo  de  Bordeaux, 
opposite  the  theatre,  keeps  a  good  cook,  bat  has  an 
administration  which  spoils  tLe  Egyptians.  Habitually 
they  put  on  several  francs  more  than  is  due  upon  every 
bill,  trusting  to  ignorance  axid  shamefacedness  that  no 
objection  will  be  taken.  Tto  last  time  I  dined  there 
they  charged  mo  five  francs  for  a  duck's  liver.  As  the 
average  price  for  a  fat  duck  is  but  tlirec  francs,  I  kicked 
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against  tliis  extortion,  and  shall  not  patronize  that  cafS 
again.  Tho  "bourgeoisie"  have  gone  clean  crazy  in 
the  expectation  of  making  enormous  profits  out  of  the 
sudden  crowds  of  viBitors.  But,  as  in  reality  the  town 
is  lai^e  enough  to  accommodate  far  greater  nnmbora 
than  those  who  have  to  come  in  the  wal(c  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  prices  of  lodgings  are  rapidl}-  coming  down, 
and  people  who  asked  a  year's  rent  for  a  month  are 
now  putting  out  plncards  without  fimling  customers.  I 
never  saw  anywliere  such  good  hackney  carriages  as 
there  are  here.  They  ar*  as  big  as  the  Lord  Mayor's 
state  coach,  and  drawn  by  lithesome  Languedoc  horses, 
which  go  twice  as  fast  as  any  cattle  yovi  ever  see  in 
Paris.  The  fare  is  only  two  francs  the  hour,  and  the 
drivers  are  particularly  civil.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  ask  a 
question  in  any  shop,  so  intelligent  and  so  civil  is  the 
answer  which  you  always  get.  There  are  outlying 
parts  of  Bordeaux  which  I  have  not  yet  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated, but  which,  from  the  specimens  I  have  seen, 
look  mean  and  dirty,  like  the  worst  parts  of  the  borough 
of  Southwark.  But  the  centre  of  the  town  is  magnifi- 
cent. The  Jardin  Public,  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  Pare  Monceaus,  ia  surroanded  by  handsome  honsea, 
much  in  the  style  of  those  of  the  Regent's  Park, 
bnt  more  solid.  On  the  Place  des  Quineonces  I 
every  dny  at  drill  large  bodies  of  eicoedingly  sm 
National  Gnards.  The  market  is  delightful  to  i 
Every  variety  of  vegetable  is  there  in  the  highest  per- 
fection. Fish,  flowers,  and  fruit  arc  all  to  be  found  in 
sections  radiating  from  a  central  point,  without  loss 
of  time  in  seeking.  The  cafes,  without  bejng  so  splen- 
didly ornamented  as  those  of  Marseilles,  are  large,  c 
fortable,  and  supply  good  things. 

The  papers  here  are  immensely  indignant  at  the  Dntch 
Oovemment  having   given  np  four  French  officers  to 
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PruBsia,  who  were  fortbwilh  shot.  I  see  nothing  asto- 
nishing in  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  a  sovereign  who 
employed  Madame  Mnsard  to  treat  for  the  sale  of 
Liixemburg  to  France. 

Wholesome  examples  have  been  made  of  two  Imperial 
generals.  Brigadier- General  Morandy,  commandingtbe 
1st  Brigade  of  the  3rd  Division  of  the  10th  Corps 
d'Arm^e,  ia  dismissed  for  "  manifest  incapacity  in  the 
field."  GenenU  of  Division  Sol,  commanding  the  18th 
Division,  is  dismissed  for  Laving  "  too  precipitately 
evacnated  Tours."  This  General  Sol  is  the  son-in-law 
of  M.  Gouin,  the  ex-scaator  and  great  Tours  banker. 
That,  out  of  fear  of  eiposing  his  father-in-law's  pro- 
perty, he  did  evacuate  Tours  too  precipitately  ia  proved 
by  tfao  fact  that  the  enemy  has  never  got  farther 
towards  Tours  than  Montrichard,  and  ia  now  even  far- 
ther back. 

I  rather  think  some  of  M.  Gambetta's  friends  must  have 
suggested  that  the  soldiers,  who  had  been  accostomed 
to  reverence  the  big  epaulettes,  cocked  hats,  and  profuse 
embroidery  of  the  Empire,  would  not  easily  believe  him 
to  be  a  personage  of  importance  in  the  almost  more 
than  plain  civilian  dress  which  he  has  heen  in  the  habit 
of  wearing,  he  having  other  things  to  think  of  than  his 
toilette.  I  observed,  while  on  his  way  here,  from  Tours, 
at  Poiliers,  as  he  walked  along  the  platform  to  his  special 
train  for  Bourges,  nnd  returned  the  salutes  of  the  crowd, 
that  he  had  put  on  a  haodsomo  black  surtout,  turned 
down  with  Russian  sable,  and  that  ho  wore  boots  up  to 
the  knee,  which,  but  for  the  want  of  the  meretricious 
tassel,  might  be  called  Hessian.  In  this  attire,  on 
horseback,  and  followed  by  a  coaple  of  generals  as 
aides-de-camp,  he  may  cut  a  very  respectable  figure  in 
reviewing  an  army,  without  incurring  the  ridicule  of 
affecting  to  be  a  military  man.     It  will  be  quite  enough 
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for  tlie  common  eye  in  the  i-ankB  if  ho  is  not  dre 
eiactty  like  any  banker's  clerk,  and  ao  far  I  think  a  I 
Blight  tKeatrical  display  justifiable  luid  exiiedient.  ' 

Whilst  the  Bordeaux  Government  was  settling  itself  iit 
its  new-found  home,  General  Chauny  was  admirably  jusla- 
lying  his  title  to  the  most  important  military  command 
which  M.  Gnmbetta  had  to  confer.  We  have  eeen  how  he 
was  cut  off  from  Orleans  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  of  Deceml>^ 
with  his  own  16th  Corps  and  the  17th.  These,  reinforced 
in  the  following  week  by  the  21st  Corps,  which  was  sent 
to  him  either  from  Toura  or  Blois,  constituted  the  new 
active  Army  of  the  Loire,  -with  which  he  was  to  endeavour 
to  fulfil  the  hopes  which  General  d'Anrelle  had  failed  to 
realize.  M.  Gambetto.  had  pledged  hiraself  to  support  the 
new  commaJider  with  all  the  forces  of  the  west.  Bufcthese 
forces  existed  as  yet  only  in  a  rndiineiitjiry  condition,  and 
weeks  must  elapse  before  they  could  bo  drawn  upon  with, 
any  certainty.  In  the  meanwhile  it  was  most  important 
to  present  the  best  poasible  face  to  the  enemy. 

The  lljth  Coi-ps,  alter  the  defeats  of  the  3rd  and  4th  of 
December,  had  retreated  down  the  river  as  far  as  Her, 
within  fourteen  miles  of  Blois.  General  Chanzy  ordered 
its  columns  to  re-form  at  Beaugency,  seven  miles  nearer  to 
Orleans.  On  tho  Tth,  two  days  after  the  occnpatiou  of 
Orleans,  Prince  Frederick  Charles  sent  the  Dufco  of  Meek-- 
lenburg  down  the  right  bank  of  tho  river,  with  only  the 
17th  Division,  and  the  remnant  of  Von  dor  Tann'sBavarianfl, 
apparcntlynotespectingthat  he  would  encounter  anyseriona 
opposition.  It  did  not  Heem  probable  that  the  advance  upon 
Tours  would  be  impeded  by  onJy  a  portion  of  that  French 
armywhich,asawhoIe,hadulreadybeenbeat«nanddii«persed 
But  as  the  leading  columns  of  the  Meckleubnrgers  were 
filing  from  the  village  of  Meung,  on  the  morning  of  the  7di, 
to  debouch  npon  the  plain,  on  the  side  towards  BeaugencTi 
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tiley  vere  received  with  a  hot  artillery  and  rifle  £re,  which 
compelled  ibem  to  fall  back  and  seek  shelter  until  their 
ortilleiy  could  come  ap,  when  the  Slecklcnburgera  advanced, 
and  the  battle  became  general.  It  soon  appeared  that  the 
French  were  in  superior  force,  and  some  of  the  German 
regiments  suffered  severely,  nntil  the  Bavarians  came  up 
iram  tlie  rear  late  in  the  altemoon,  when  the  French  were 
driven  over  the  undulating'  plain  as  far  as  Beaagency. 
There  Chanzy  received  reinforcements,  and  commenced 
vx  animated  attack.  The  Dake'R  army  was  at  the  same 
time  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  the  22nd  Division.  On 
the  morning  of  the  &th,  the  French  were  posted  on  a 
ridge,  on  which  stands  the  village  of  Tavers,  below  Deau- 
geucy.  The  French  attacked,  between  eight  and  nine  in 
the  morning,  the  battle  raging  round  the  village  of  Meaaaa 
and  extending  as  far  as  Cravaut,  without  any  decisive 
result,  and  by  evening,  althoagh  soma  ground  had  been 
gained,  and  Cravant  and  ^lessas  had  been  taken,  an  un- 
pleasant sense  of  disappointment  was  general  in  the  Ger- 
man camp.  It  was  resolved  that  something  should  be 
done  to  augment  the  acquisitions  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
night  two  Hanseatic  regiments  were  sent  to  secure  the 
village  of  Vemou,  which  they  took,  capturing  400  pri- 
soners; the  Bavarians  being  successful  in  a  similar  enter- 
prise at  La  Mcp. 

On  the  !)th  the  cannonading  began  again  at  daybreak, 
and  it  was  seen  that  the  German  position  had  improved, 
the  Grand  Duke's  army  occupying  the  ground  on  which 
the  French  had  stood  on  the  day  before.  The  village  of 
Tillorce-an  was  taken  by  the  Germans  early  in  the  day, 
ftnd  they  continued  to  gain  ground  until  the  afternoon, 
when  it  was  seen  that  General  Chanzj-  was  concentrating 
strongly  on  the  German  right  ;  be  was  in  reality  falling 
back  upon  the  Forest  of  Jlarchenoir.  In  the  course  of 
the  day  the  Grand  Dnke  had  been  strengthened  by  the 
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airival  of  the  lOth  CorpSftns.  To  bo  oblif^ed  Orle  rrom 
to  send  for  reinforcement  a  was  an  unnsnal  experience  I'or 
the  GermanB,  and  they  wondered  at  the  pertinacity  of 
their  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOtli  the  Frenfh 
again  attacked  the  22nd,  which  was  holding  Cernay  and 
Cravant,  and  by  noon  the  whole  Jine  was  engaged,  but  tlie 
operations  on  both  sides  were  characterized  by  caution. 
At  the  close  of  the  day  the  French  had  drawn  in  their 
winga,  aud  were  concentrated  between  Villormain  and 
Josnes,  with  the  Forest  of  Marchenoir  in  their  rear.  Ott 
the  11th  the  two  armies  stood  inactive,  merely  observing 
one  another,  but  on  the  12tb,  the  French  had  mysteriously 
disappeared,  and  the  Grand  Duke's  army  set  out,  mnrcliing 
by  cross-roads  towordin  tho  enemy.  Chanzy  had  dodged 
his  pursuers :  while  they  were  thinking  of  driving  him 
upon  Tourfl,  he  had  moved  to  take  np  a  position  stronger 
than  that  which  he  had  abandoned,  on  the  direct  road  to 
Paris,  and  where  he  could  receive  reinforceraenta  from 
the  west.  The  French  had  reached  Pieteval,  not  without 
great  difBculty  and  severe  losses  in  rear-gnard  actions; 
moreover,  the  state  of  the  roads,  sti'ewu  with  knapsacks 
and  Cbassepftts,  told  that  at  length  some  at  least  of  their 
troops  were  becoming  demoralised. 

About  midway  between  Chateouduu  and  Vendttme  the 
Loir  traverses  a  range  of  hills,  in  one  of  the  valleys  of 
which  liea  the  town  of  Fieteval,  on  the  left  bank  of  tho 
river.  The  great  Forest  of  Marchenoir  extends  from  the 
river  near  Fr^teval  almost  to  Beaugency;  and  another 
forest,  that  of  Freteval,  extends  from  the  right  bank  east- 
ward. The  French  had  taken  up  a  position  on  a  spur 
the  range,  on  the  right  bauk  of  the  river,  with  the  wood 
of  Fr6teval  behind  them  and  on  their  left,  tho  wood  of 
Marchenoir  on  the  right,  and  the  River  Loir,  which  there 
makes  a  bend,  in  their  front.  They  had  planted  batteriea 
wherever  any  advantage  of  ground  was  to  be  had,  and 
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filled  tlie  wooded  elopes  witti  sbarpshootera.  The  village 
of  Freteval  nas  taken  at  tlie  point  of  the  bayouet  in  the 
fighting  on  the  14tli,  but  could  not  be  held  on  acconat  of 
its  exposed  position.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the 
state  of  affairs  looked  unpleasant  for  the  Germans.  They 
had  been  sent  to  drive  the  Army  of  the  Loire  farther  away 
from  Paris ;  and  now  that  army,  by  a,  BtilFol  movement, 
had  not  only  placed  itself  on  the  road  to  Paris,  but  had 
got  the  start  of  them,  leaving  them  in  its  rear.  Ko  German 
army  was  any  longer  between  that  of  General  Chanzy  and 
the  one  wkieh  was  investing  the  capital,  and  only  an  in- 
ferior force  was  behind.  As  Ciianzy  was  in  commnnicatioE 
with  Le  Mans  and  the  west,  he  might  at  any  time  become 
strong  enough  to  advance  boldly  upon  Paris  by  Cliateaudnn, 
and  indeed  it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  he  was  not 
already  doing  so.  The  position  of  the  French  at  Fruteval 
was  too  strong  to  be  stormed  with  the  force  at  the  Grand 
Duke's  disposal ;  but,  fortunately  for  him,  a  direct  attack 
liecame  nnnecesaary. 

Prince  Frederick  Charles  had  sent  the  9th  Corps  down 
the  Loire — tho  distinction  between  this  river  and  the  Loir 
will  be  borne  in  mind — which  bad  appeared  in  tho  rear 
ofBIois,  on  tho  east  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  12th;  but 
aa  the  bridge  ivas  broken,  the  corps  could  not  enter  Bloia 
nntil  the  10th  Corps,  marching  to  that  city,  held  out  a 
hand  to  it,  when  the  3th  passed  over  on  an  extemporized 
bridge  of  boats.  The  l(»th  Corps  was  next  sent  to  Ven- 
A6me,  and  its  aaccess  there  compelled  the  French  to 
abandon  their  strong  position  at  Fretevai,  higher  up  the 
river,  Tho  French  were  posted  in  front  of  Vcndfime, 
which  they  held  on  the  14th  and  1-Jth,  bat  they  were 
beaten  in  an  artillery  dael,  and  evacuated  the  town  on  the 
evening  of  the  latter  day,  the  Germans  entering  it  on  the 
16th.  The  German  line  was  now  formed,  the  Duke  of 
UecklGnborg  occupying  Cloyes  and  Moree,  the  10th  Corps 
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being  at  Vendflme,  imd  the  9th  at  Blois.  On.  the  17th 
Chanzy  had  anotiior  rear-g-uard  affair  with  Von  der  Tana 
at  Epaisay,  where  the  roada  from  Vend6tne  and  Moree  to 
Saint-Calais  tinite,  and  then  withdrew  to  Le  Mans,  which 
he  entered  on  the  2lRt.  He  had  been  fighting  thronghont 
a  losing  battle,  but  he  h.eli  that  anything  was  better 
than  the  continned  retreats  by  which  the  soldiers  had  been 
disheartened.  Thetenacity  of  the  French  in  these  incessant 
engagements  bad  astonished  their  adversaries,  but  it  eeoms 
to  have  been  chiefly  the  tenacity  of  the  new  generals.  The 
qnalitiea  of  the  various  corps  of  the  French  army  are  ao 
diverse  that  no  general  staitement  on  the  subject  can  be 
warranted :  while  some  of  the  troops  fought  with  a  patriotic 
courage,  others  Bnrrendered  themselves  prisoners  with  tho  . 
most  shameless  levity,  even  seeking  ont  the  Uhlans  to  ba  ' 
conducted  to  head- quarters. 

On  the  20thGBneralVoigts-Rhetz,  commanding  the  10th    , 
Corps,  defeated  a  body  of  French  near  Monnaie,  and  drove 
them  beyond  Notre  Dame  d'Oe,  a  few  miles  nearer  Tours. 
On  the  following  morning  the  Germans  took   possessi 
of  the  heights  commanding  the  stone  bridge  of  Tours, 
patrol  of  cnirassiers  came  upon  the  bridge,  and  shots  wi 
fired  upon  them  by  groups  of  civilians,  when  three  or  four 
of  the  Germans  were  killed  or  wounded.    The  patrol  retired 
at  full  gallop.     Immediately  afterwards  a  cannonade  waa 
opened  npon  the  town,  and  the  shells,  falling  in  the  streets, 
killed  several  persons.    A  flag  of  trace  having  been  hoisted, 
the  Mayor  proceeded  to  the  enemy,  and  at  his  request  the    | 
cannonade  was  stopped.     The  Germans  did  not,  however,    i 
enter  the  town  on  that  occnsion. 

General  Chanzy  wa^  leading  his  troops  with  great  skill, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Parisians  would  ha^ 
cepted  his  eccentric  retreat,  and  his  subsequent  enforced 
inactivity,  aa  a  fiilfilnieut  of  M.  Gambeltii's  promises.     Bat   ■ 
the   comparative  ignorance  in  which  Paris  was  kept  of  i 
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ilie  state  of  the  provinces  was  one  of  the  oonditiona  of  the 
prolongation  of  war.  The  pigeon,  we  have  seen,  wcis  only 
an  uncertain  conveyer  of  news  to  the  capital ;  but  the  pri- 
rations  of  Paris  were  made  known  to  the  departments  and 
to  Europe  with  great  frequency  by  bulloons. 

The  first  balloon  sent  by  the  Puris  post-office  left  on  the 
23rd  of  September.  Between  that  date  and  the  end  of 
November  30  balloons  were  sent  from  Paris,  each  with,  on 
an  average,  two  passengers,  '2(>0  to  300  kilogrammes  of 
letters,  and  a  couple  of  pigeons.  The  greatest  distance 
bsvelled  by  these  balloons,  except  the  one  which  fell  in 
Kbrway,  was  about  200  kilometres.  By  December  it  was 
not  known  what  had  become  of  half  of  the  balloons  which 
had  been  sent.  They  were  nsnally  made  of  strong  calico, 
covered  with  two  or  three  coatings  of  a  varnish  composed 
of  linseed  oil  and  a  little  oside  of  lead ;  they  were  filled 
with  the  gaa  used  for  lighting  the  streets,  and  when  foil 
occupied  a  space  of  about  2,000  cubic  metres.  The  balloons 
were  made  at  the  TfortheiTi  and  tbc  Orleans  railway  stations. 
At  the  former  white  calico  alono  was  used — and  the  bal- 
loons were  sown  together  by  machinery ;  at  the  latter  they 
were  sewn  by  hand,  and  the  material  used  was  coloured 
calico ;  the  postage  (20  centimes  per  four  grammes)  amply 
covered  the  expense  of  the  despatch. 

The  farthest  distance  attained  was  traversed  by  one 
which  fell  at  None,  in  Norway.  The  aeronauts  went  up 
from  Paris  in  the  balloon  at  11.45  p.m.  on  the  *4th  of 
November,  with  the  intention  of  going  south  towards  Tonrs, 
They  passed  the  Prnasian  lines  at  a  height  of  800  metres, 
but  kept  Btill  rising  in  order  to  get  into  a  different  current 
of  air.  After  the  lapse  of  some  time,  having  again  de- 
scended, they  heard  a  noise  us  of  many  locomotives,  but 
Boon  found  out,  to  their  ntler  dismay,  that  they  were  drift- 
ing over  the  ocean.  Tboy  saw  several  ships,  and  endea- 
Toured,  by  letting  out  a  long  rope  touching  the   sea,  to 
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check  the  speed  of  the  balloon,  and  also  hoping',  possibly, 
to  get  lielp  from  some  vessel  if  they  in  their  sight  let  them- 
selves into  the  sea ;  but  they  soon  found  this  attempt  to  be 
fruitless,  tind  they  Iiad  to  cut  the  line  and  rise  again.  They 
now  let  out  a  pigeon  with  a.  message  of  their  distress,  but 
with  no  hope  of  being  saved.  About  twelve  o'clock  they 
seemed  to  perceive  some  fined  outlines  looking  like  land 
covered  with  snow,  but  were  not  certain,  and  it  soon 
vanished  in  the  fog  and  clouds.  Fancying  again  they  beard 
the  sea,  they  pulled  open  one  of  the  mail  bags  and  threw 
out  some  newspapers  in  order  to  rise  higher  up ;  bat  a 
conple  of  hours  after  (or  about  three  in  the  afternoon)  they 
felt  as  if  something  touched  the  car  of  the  balloon,  and  on 
looking  out  they  found  themselves  moving  over  and  skirt- 
ing the  trees.  At  once  tbey  made  np  their  minds  to  try 
to  escape,  and,  coming  within  a  few  metres  of  the  ground, 
tbey  let  themselves  out,  and  owing  to  the  deep  snow  they 
were  not  mnch  injured. 

The  travellers,  exhausted  both  in  body  and  nund,  re* 
maioed  during  the  night  where  they  had  descended,  the 
temperature  being  20  dcg.  Fahrenheit.  Nost  morning, 
after  light  broke,  they  commenced  roaming  about  in  the 
snow,  not  knowing  in  the  least  where  they  wore,  but  sup- 
posed it  to  he  Iceland.  At  length  they  found  a  dilapi- 
dated house,  in  which  they  kindled  a  fire,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  some  people  felling  timber  in  the  forest, 
who  took  them  home  and  cored  for  them  as  well  as  they 
could ;  nevertheless,  the  travellers  not  knowing  the  least 
of  the  language,  they  remained  utterly  at  a  li 
where  tlioy  were.  At  last  one  of  the  men  produced  a 
matchbox,  on  which  "  Christiauia"  was  printed,  and  this 
told  them  they  were  in  Norway.  By  gesticulations  they 
explained  who  tbey  were,  how  they  had  come,  and  whera 
they  would  go  to,  and  soon  the  clergyman  and  one  or  two 
others  who  could  speak  French  cume  to  lielp,  and,  after 
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seeing  them  properly  clothed  and  provided  for,  sent  them 
on  in  sledges,  Erst  to  Konjsbei^  nnd  then  to  Dnunmea, 
where  the  occurrence  was  already  known.  The  place 
where  the  Prenchmen  alighted  was  Lidfjild,  a  moantain 
aboDt  five  ^Norwegian  miles  sonth-weat  of  Konysberg  (on 
the  map  marked  "Seljord").  The  distance  from  Paris 
to  this  place  ia  about  840  English  miles,  and  the  time  of 
the  journey  from  a  quarter  to  twelve  on  Thursday 
evening  to  three  next  afternoon  (15}  honrs).  The 
Beronants  were  M.  Rolier,  Captain  in  the  Artillery,  and 
M.  Dechamps,  and  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  General 
Trochn  to  M.  Gambetta. 

The  Bordeaux  Correspondent,  nnder  date  December  15th, 
i^irrote  concerning  M.  Gambetta's  voyage  through  the  air: — 


yesterday  in  the  company  of  two  gentlemen 
I  have  made  the  most  remarkable  of  the  balloon 
vo3'agea  accomplished  since  the  inveHtment  of  Paris. 
I  mean  Mr.  May,  the  American,  who  left  the  French 
capital  simnltaneonsly  with  M.  Gambetta,  though 
in  another  balloon,  and  M.  Martin,  who  descended  at 
Belle-Isle,  in  the  "  Jules  Favre,"  on  the  Ist  of  De- 
cember. Their  impressions  wLolIy  differed  from  those 
of  M.  Gambetta,  who  has  described  to  me  the  experi- 
ences of  his  aerial  sail  from  Paris  to  Montdidier..  The 
American  gentleman  intensely  enjoyed  the  "easy  loco- 
motion "  of  the  balloon.  "  Nothing  could,"  he  said,  "  be 
more  beaatiliil.  There  yon  went,  ever  bo  much  faster 
than   an   express    train,   without   a  single  jolt,  or  the 

I  least  sense  of  friction.  The  wind  was  not  in  yonr  face, 
and  you  hardly  felt  it  at  your  ba^k.  There  was  no  noise, 
no  dust,  no  racket,  bnt  the  most  lovely  gliding  motion. 
Apart  fj-om  the  Prussian  bullets  thatwhiatled  unpleasantly 
round  the  cars  of  the  balloonists,  the  single  drawback 
was  &&  faint  smell  of  gas,  which  throaghont  the 
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jonrney  betrayed  the  bad  quality  of  the  varnish  used  by 
Nadar  in  the  mannfaotTire  of  his  cotton  balloons." 
The  deaceiit  Mr.  May  speaks  of  as  "just  nothing"  at 
oil.  "The  car  of  the  balloon  touched  the  ground  as 
deftly  as  a  humming  bird,  hopped  as  lightly  fifteen, 
yards  into  the  air,  and  was  then  easily  brought  to  earth 
by  some  peasants,  to  whom  ropes  had  been  thrown  out." 
One  of  the  phenomena  which  balloon  travelling  pre- 
Ben  ted  to  tbe  American  gentleman  was  the  great 
distance  at  which,  in  the  npper  regions,  articulate 
sounds  are  distinctly  audible.  Messrs.  May  and  Rey- 
nolds conversed  over  Cieil  at  an  incredible  distance  with 
MM.  Spnller  and  Gambetta.  They  could  understand 
what  the  Germans  shouted  to  each  other,  though  at 
more  than  a  couple  of  thousand  yards  above  them. 
The  tonic  effect  of  a  high  altitude  was  not  lessened  by 
the  volleys  of  musketry  directed  at  the  transatlantic 
voyar/eurt,  who  lunched  in  their  balloon,  and  threw 
Tttrious  tit-bits  to  the  soldiers  beneath,  to  prove  to  them 
that  Paris  conld  yet  indulge  in  the  delicacies  of  tbe 
table.  Gambetta'a  impressions  were  entirely  different. 
He  was  almost,  to  use  his  oivn  langnage,  "  stunned  with 
the  overpowering  idea  of  Nature's  force  an 
weakness.  He  felt,  to  bis  great  aBtonisbraont,  that  ha 
had  no  sense  of  the  abyss,"  The  world  seemed  to 
recede  from  the  balloon.  Instead  of  being  dazzled  with 
the  vast  horizon  which  was  opened  to  his  gaze,  he  was 
"  stupefied  at  the  total  obliteration  of  the  picturesque  in 
the  boundless  expanse  beneath  him.  The  earth  had  to 
hiia  the  appearance  of  a  badly  designed  carpet,  at 
rather  a  carpet  in  which  the  diSerent  coloured  wools 
had  been  woven  entirely  by  chance.  Light  and  vastneaa 
were  deprived  of  the  value  which  shade  and  proportion 
give  them,"  Nature  seen  from  a  balloon  wna  in  M. 
Qambetta'a  estimation  une  cUaine  Chinoiterie,  and  the 
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art-lonng  cbild  of  the  Soatli  thanked  Heaven  when  ho 
tooched  earth  again,  "  and  got  into  a  sphere  where  man 
has  n  point  da  riaittanet  in  struggling  against  the  tynuinj 
of  Creation."  M.  Spnller,  M.  Gambetta's  companion, 
'who,  I  presame,  is  of  German  origin,  as  he  is  of  GermRn 
appearance,  was  otherwiBe  affected.  He  enjojed  the  Eensa- 
tion  of  being  carried  along  as  helplessly  as  if  he  were  u 
log  of  wood  floating  down  a  river.  The  Pantheistic  lean- 
ings of  the  Teuton  came  out  in  him.  He  was  glad,  as  the 
Hindoos  put  it,  to  be  lost  in  the  Great  Whole.  In  51. 
Gambetta  there  was  manifested  that  tendency  of  the  Gallo- 
Latin  family  to  react  (gainst  Nature,  which  is  at  tlie 
bottomof  every  traly  artistic  organization.  The  American 
fitadied  "ballooning"  as  compared  with  steam  locomotion. 
He  had  suffered  from  the  inconveniences  of  travelling 
across  continents  in  "railway  cars,"  and  Lis  attention 
was  turned  from  the  pictuveqne  side  of  the  question  to 
the  practical.  M.  Martin,  -who  is  a  weather-beaten 
naval  officer,  speaks  with  almost  superstitious  awe  of 
the  email  hours  of  a  very  cold  December's  morning. 
The  "  Jnles  Favre  "  rose  at  once  above  the  snow  clouds 
which  obacnred  the  sky,  into  a  sti-atum  of  bitter  coli/ 
air,  along  which  it  was  driven  with  giddy  speed  in  a 
westerly  direction.  M.  Martin  says  he  felt  like  a  mnn 
irho  had  been  buried  alive  in  a  wide  and  chilling  vault, 
and  was  beyond  the  reach  of  human  sympathy  or  aid. 
Blackness  was  beneath  him.  The  stars  above  did  not 
look  friendly ;  and,  presently,  some  snow  clouds  obscnred 
the  constellations  by  which  sailors  guide  themselves  across 
the  ocean.  The  instruments  of  the  aerostats  had  got  out 
of  order,  in  consequence  of  which  neither  M.  Martin  nor 
his  companion  could  tell  the  point  of  the  compass  on 
which  they  were  running.  At  four  o'clock  they  per- 
ceived a  sheet  of  water.  Talyng  it  for  the  Loire,  tliey 
allowed  the  balloon  to  scud  iJong.     But  presently  they 
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discerned  a  light-honse,  and  aome  ships  with  lantema 
to  the  fore.  Martin,  who  ia  from  the  department  of 
Fiiiist«re,  took  his  beariogB  in  a  moment ;  and,  with  the 
promptitude  of  a  sailor,  set  abont  fffecting  an  instan- 
taneous descent  OTer  Belle-lHle.  A  couple  of  thousand 
yards  more,  and  he  and  his  companions  would  have  been 
lost,  for  they  had  got  almost  to  the  western  eido  of  the 
island.  He  climbed  up  in  the  ropes,  and  pulled  open  the 
escape  valve,  the  pulley  of  which  had  been  blown  out  of 
his  reach  by  the  hnrrica.110  in  which  they  travelled.  The 
descent  was  so  rapid  that  M.  Martin  and  his  friend  loi^t 
consciousness  while  falling.  Their  balloon  bounded  like 
a  wounded  monster,  tearing  off  the  roof  of  a  house, 
breaking  down  a  wall,  and  dashing  madly  against  an 
ancient  church,  where  the  gas  was  crushed  out  of  its 
cotton  envelope.  When  M.  Martin  recovered  his  senses 
he  found  that  some  coastguards  had  rushed  to  his  assist- 
ance, and  were  holding  down  the  car,  from  which  the 
other  aerostat  had  been  thrown  in  one  of  the  mad  bounds 
of  the  balloon.  On  proceeding  to  search  for  him,  they 
discovered  him  bathed  in  blood,  and  in  a  state  of  insen- 
BibiJity.  The  doctor  of  the  island  was  speedily  fetched, 
and  was  accompanied  by  M.  Armand  Trochu,  the 
General's  brother.  M.  Armand  Trochu  has  a  little  pro- 
perty in  Belle-Isle,  where  he  lives  with  his  mother,  who 
is  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  and  a  native  of  the  island. 
It  was,  curiously  enough,  the  roof  of  M.  Armau  J  Trochu 'a 
house  which  was  torn  down  by  the  "  Jules  Favrc."  Tho 
old  lady,  in  point  of  religious  feelings,  belongs  to  La 
Bretagne  Oretonnante.  She  aflirms  that  she  had  been 
throughout  the  night  praying  for  a  sign  from  heaven 
that  France  is  to  be  saved  by  the  instrumental itj  of  her 
SOD,  and  that  when  tho  rafters  crashed  over  her  bead 
ahe  called  out  to  her  granddaughter,"  La  Providence  dn 
Boi  de  Pmsse  ne  va  paa  gagner   la  partie;    en  voili 
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la  preuve."     As  this  anecdote    cornea  from  11.    Jlarttn, 
it  should  not  be  classed  among  the  fictions  of  1870, 

By  the  middle  of  December,  the  Baden  Corps,  which  had 
)  time  oconpied  Dijon,  became  nnpleasantlj  aware 
of  a  concenti-ation  of  the  enemy  in  its  front,  and  General 
Werder,    its    commander,    determined    to    ascertain     the 
strength  of  the    enemy.     Accordingly,    on  the    18th    of 
December,  the  1st  and  2nd  Badesn  Brigades,  under  General 
Glumer  and  Prince  William    of  Baden,  attacked  Naits, 
which  was  taken  in  the  evening,  after  five  Iiours'  fighting, 
I  600  priaoners  being  captured.     Prince  William  and  General 
.  Glamer   were  both   woiindod.      The   position    thus  won 
i  not  held  by  the  Germans,  who  very  soon  abandoned 
Dijon.     On  the  30tb  of  December,  the  OorreBpondent  with 
General  Garibaldi  wrote  from  Macon  :— 
The  eva«tiation  of  Dijon  by  the  Germans  is  by  no  meana 
Hnrprisiug,  firstly,  becanso  some  days  previous  to  the 
evacuation  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  who  occupied 
the   town    were   sent    northwards ;    and,    secondly,  on 
account  of  the  vast  number  of  trains,  carrying  troops, 
artillery,  and  military  stores,  which  the  French  have  been 
sending  during  the  past  week  in  the  direction  of  Beaune. 
In  fact,  since  Inst  Thursday  week,  railway  communica- 
tion  between   Lyons    and    Beaune    has    been    entirely 
intermpted  for  the  public,  the  Minister  of  War  having 
placed   the  lino    in   requisition.      So   Dijon  has  been 
evacuated  by  the  Germans  and  occupied  by  our  troops, 
and  yet  nothing   baa  been  gained   by  the  movement, 
^^m       imleBS   it  is   the   railway  to    Paris.     When  Dijon  was 
^^B      worth  taking — that  is  to  say,  when  there  was  artillery 
^^H  ■   and  ammunition  there — the  Governnient  allowed  a  few 
^^H      thousand  Garibaldians  and  Mobiles  to  attack  the  place 
^^H      with  three  batteries  of  8-pounders,  while  the  cannon 
^^^     osed  by  the  enemy  were  equal  to  24-ponnders,     Now 
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that  the  Gevmnns  have  had  time  to  ruin  the  town,  to 
remove  their  artillery  and  ammtmition,  and,  finally,  to 
execute  a  retreat  in  perfect  order,  an  imposing  army  is 
brouglit  against  them,  which,  instead  of  being  sent  in 
pursuit,  appears  to  be  reposing  on  its  eaailj-gained 
laurels.  To  give  yon  on  idea  of  the  number  of  cannon 
whicb  have  been  sent  from  Lyons  in  the  direction  of 
Eeanne,  I  will  mention  that  the  military  authorities 
Iiave  placed  all  the  omnibus  horses  in  Lyons  in  requisi- 
tion  for  the  artillery,  besides  almost  all  the  cart  horses 
in  the  anrronnding  neighbourhood.  What  a  pity  it  is 
that  a  portion  of  this  artillery  was  not  sent  to  General 
Cremer  previous  to  the  figbt  at  INnits !  It  ia  not  sur- 
prising, with  the  syetgm  which  is  rollowed  by  M. 
Gambetta  and  hia  colleagues,  that  the  French  are  beaten 
in  every  direction.  They  allow  the  Germans  to  pene- 
trate into  the  very  heart  of  France  without  making  any 
serious  resistance;  they  allow  them  to  occupy  strong 
positions  ;  and  then,  wlen  they  have  had  time  to  repose 
and  to  collect  their  forces,  an  army  very  inferior  in 
number,  with  hardly  any  artillery,  is  sent  to  attack  them, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  is  cut  to  pieces. 

Such  complete  confusion  reigns  all  along  the  line,  from 
Lyons  to  Bcauac,  that  I  hardly  know  when  I  shall  be 
able  to  get  on  to  Dijon  unless  I  post,  which  is  by  no 
means  an  agreeable  mode  of  travelling  when  the  roads 
are  two  feet  deep  in  snow,  as  at  the  present  moment.  I 
mentioned  above  that  there  were  no  passenger  trains 
from  Lyons  to  Beaunp.  A  certain  number  of  nulitary 
trains  pass  along  the  line  during  the  day,  but  these  have 
no  fixed  hour  eithei'  for  arrival  or  departure,  so  that  it 
is  necessary  for  a  person  who  really  wislies  to  get  off  to 
remain  at  the  railway  etatioTt  until  a  train  passes.  I  am 
told  that  between  here  and  Beaune  the  railway  stations 
are  positively  enctunbered  with  artillery  and  ammunitioii 
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waggons.  It  is  therefore  evident  tliat,  during  the  past 
week,  an  immense  number  of  troops  have  been  sent 
toworJa  Beaime,  The  Germans  who  were  at  Dijon  have 
retired,  it  is  said,  to  Gray.  Two  days  have  expired 
since  they  evacnated  Dijon,  but  we  have  no  news  of  a 
Ijattle  having  taken  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gray. 
Surely  the  French  generals  will  pursue  them,  and  yet 
the  fact  of  the  railway  stations  being  encumbered  with 
artillery  seems  to  indicate  that  no  advance  is  being 
made. 

The  weather  here  is  bitterly  cold,  there  are  two  feet  of 
snow  in  the  streets,  and  immense  blocks  of  ice,  four  or 
five  inches  thick,  are  floating'  down  the  Saflne.  I  think 
I  told  yoa,  in  a  previous  correspondenceithat  Frapoli,  our 
ex-chief  of  the  general  etas',  had  been  made  general  of 
division  by  the  Minister  of  War,  vritb  power  to  form  an 
army  of  60,000  men;  np  to  the  present,  I  believe  that  he 
has  got  together  about  sixty ;  but  the  amusing  thing 
I  ia,  that  on  the 'first  floor  of  the  very  hotel  where  the 
General  has  established  Ids  head-quarters  is  the  recrait^ 
ing  office  for  tho  Garibaldian  volunteers.  On  the  floor 
»bove  is  that  of  the  General,  A  telegram  from  Dijon, 
made  public  by  the  Prefect  of  Macon,  as  I  write,  says 
that  the  Gemmns  have  evacuated  Gray,  and  have  with- 
drawn to  Vesoul. 

A  lieutenant  of  tho  25th  Rhenish  Infantry  wrote  from 
Peemes,  on  the  march  : — 


The  let  and  2nd  battalii 
the  iBfit  few  days  in 
their  numerons  fatigu 
the  commander  of  OU' 
obtained  the  longed-fc 
itself  j  when  already  o 


n  of  our  regiment  had  been  for 
and  around  Gray,  resting  after 
;b.     At  the  nrgont  solicitation  of 

regiment,  our  battalion  at  last 
r  permission  to  rest  and  recruit 

the  march  towuds  Gray,  we  re- 


ceived counter  orders  to  scour  the  country  in  all  direc- 


Tbia  guerilla  warfare  is  bji  unpleasant  kind  of 
fighting,  ever  seeking  after  an  invisible  foe,  who  sud- 
denly, wiien  one  least  ex.pects  i6,  darts  ou,t  of  bia  woods 
in  order  to  disappear  the  next  moment  with  equal 
celerity ;  added  to  this,  the  fatiguing  marches,  the  had 
food,  which  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  our  rapid  ad- 
vance over  paths  which  arc  absolutely  impracticable  for 
oar  proviant-oolumn,  try  to  the  utmost  the  endurance  of 
our  men.  When  one  at  last  baa  brouq;ht  the  foe  to  a 
standstill,  and  compelled  him  to  show  fight,  should  the 
straggle  take  an  unfavotirable  turn  for  him,  be  mostly 
succeeds  in  effecting  a  withdrawul  npon  his  ever-preaent 
bne  of  retreat.  The  laurels  which  we  hope  to  gain  after 
our  fatigues  and  privations  vanish  into  thin  air,  and  tho 
game  has  to  be  commenced  all  over  again.  Scarcely 
has  the  soldier  gained  his  quarters,  and  has  begun  by 
anticipation  to  rejoice  over  his  much-needed  rest,  than 
the  alarm  is  sounded — the  bushrangers  have  attacked 
the  foreposts,  but  should  they  perceive  the  numerical 
superiority  is  not  on  their  side,  they  retreat  to  their 
fastnesses  as  qnickly  as  they  came.  As  we  marched 
on  Besan^on,  we  hoard  that  our  1st  battalion,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gray,  had  had  a  successful  engage- 
ment, and  that  the  detachment  of  Uhlans  attached  to 
onr  regiment  liad  made  a  brilliant  attack  on  the  enemy's 
infantry :  our  regiment  bad  several  wonnded ;  the 
Ublans  especially  Buffered,  On  the  afternoon  of  thia 
day,  a  rain  of  bullets  poured  upon  us  from  an  ambush 
in  a  wood  we  had  to  pass ;  we  were  obliged  to  attack 
the  position,  as  it  completely  commanded  the  road  along 
which  we  had  to  advance.  The  Francs-tireura  here 
appeared  to  be  better  commanded  than  usual,  for  they 
defended  themselves  obstinately,  and  chose  their  posi- 
tions with  great  circumspection.  Low  brushwood, 
skirted  the  entrance  to  the  wood ;  soon,  however,  we 
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found  ourselves  under  lofty  trees.  I  had  advanced, 
among  the  first  in  the  chain  of  tiraillenrs,  when  the 
fight,  as  soon  aa  we  passed  the  outskirts  of  the  wood, 
broke  up  into  hand-to-hand  enconnters.  Onr  men 
behaved  admirably,  and  aimed  wherever  they  could 
discern  an  exposed  spot  in  the  covered  positions  of  tho 
enemy.  When  we  had  advanced  about  fifty  paces 
nuder  the  high  trees,  the  enemy,  concealed  by  their 
denser  growth,  directed  a  furious  and  obstinate  fire 
on  us.  I  ordered  several  of  my  men  to  advance  in 
wide  curves,  whilst  wo  in  the  front  continued  our  fire. 
Soon  the  enemy  drew  back,  leaving  skirmiahers  to  cover 
his  retreat.  One  young  fellow  attracted  our  notice  par- 
ticalarly.  Springing  from  tree  to  tree,  and  cootinaaUy 
firing,  he  had  already  done  us  much  harm,  when 
an  under-officer,  renowned  as  a  good  shot,  who  had 
already  aimed  at  him  several  times  without  effect,  said, 
"  HeiT  Lieutenant,  I  shall  yet  stop  the  jumping  of  that 
French  harlequin."  At  the  neit  shot  our  adversary 
rolled  in  the  snow.  I  was  quickly  at  his  side.  He  waa 
a  haodsome  youth,  with  the  Erst  down  oa  hia  upper  lip  ; 
his  white  hands  did  not  appear  to  have  ever  done  an 
hour's  hard  work.  The  ball  had  penetrated  his  breast, 
and  the  blood  gushed  in  streams  from  the  wound.  As 
we  considered  the  fight  at  an  end,  and  had  completed 
our  task,  I  remained  at  his  s\i\e,  and  sought  to  raise  the 
groaning  form.  He  could  speak  no  more  ;  suddenly  he 
seized  mo  convnlsively  by  the  hand  ;  his  limbs  quivered 
— his  whole  form  seemed  t»  stretch  itself  out — his  eyes 
^H  appeared  about  to  burst  from  their  sockets — a  deep  groan 
^^fe  — and  he  was  no  more.  Slowly  I  let  his  body  glide 
^^B  down  oil  the  snow.  It  was  a  vreird  and  ghastly  scene  ; 
^^B  the  pale  countenance  of  the  young  man  took  a  gentle 
^^R  expression  in  dcatb ;  around  him  were  the  grave  faces 
^^1      of  our  soldiers,  who  in  solemn  silence  leant  upon  their 
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weapons.  Through  tte  high  trees  Cftrao  a  glimmeriiiy 
light :  they  etretched  their  mighty  braticliea  over  us.  as 
if  they  would  conceal  with  their  protecting  arms  man's 
cruel  deeds  from  the  eyes  of  the  unseen  God.  In  his 
breast-pocket  we  found  several  letters  from  his  old 
mother,  and  lie  portrait  of  a  young  lady — probably  his 
awectheart.  Hia  address  was  in  his  pocket-book.  I 
took  possession  of  the  diflferent  ai'ticles,  cut  off  a  lock  of 
his  hair,  and  sent  the  things  as  soon  aa  I  possibly  could 
to  hia  mother,  a  lady  of  position  in  Lyons.  She,  poor 
soul,  perhaps  little  foreboded  that  her  son  lay  cold  and 
stiff  under  the  taU  trees,  and  that  no  hand  was  raised  to 
prepare  him  a  last  resting-place.  Such,  however,  is  war 
— a  fearful  word  of  terriblo  meaning,  whoso  actual  sig- 
nification only  soldiers  understand.  In  many  places  the 
white  snow  was  soaked  in  human  blood,  and  the  glitter- 
ing hoar  frost  on  the  bushes  was  sprinkled  with  the 
puqjle  rain.  We  returned  to  onr  colnran.  Our  advance 
was  not  further  disputed.  Slowly  wo  dragged  ourselves 
on  through  the  deep  saow,  and  tried  to  enliven  ourselves 
as  best  we  could  on  the  way.  We  are  so  accustomed  to 
marching,  that  if  one  took  the  legs  only  of  a  Fanfundz- 
wansiger  and  placed  them  in  an  upright  position,  they 
would  march  of  their  own  accord.  We  have  still,  how- 
ever, a  good  piece  of  iwork  before  us,  for  the  enemy's 
forces  increase  &om  day  to  day.  A  large  force  is  ad- 
vancing from  the  south — probably  with  the  intention  of 
trying  to  regain  the  lost  passes  of  the  Yosges,  and 
attaeking  our  armies  in  the  rear.  In  order  to  worthily 
fulfil  the  task  which  yet  remains  to  ns,  we  require  more 
than  anything  else  proper  clothing  in  this  severe 
weather,  and  food  more  proportionate  to  the  immense 
fatigues  we  have  to  undergo.  Most  of  our  men,  as  I 
before  said,  have  to  endure  the  greatest  privation ;  they 
have  actually  no  shoes  to  their  feet,  some  have  to  run 
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barefoot,    and    tbat    in    the    deep  snow,    and    continaal 

monntii)^  guard  is  no  joke.     Although  fresh  euppliea  of 
clothing    have    long    been    ordered,   they   have    never 
Who  is  to  blame  for  this  I  know  not. 

We  shall    before  long  have  to  revert  to    the  German 
movement  of  winch  the  evaciiation  of  Dijon  was  the  com- 
mencement, but  in  the  meantime  most  notice  one  of  the 
consequences  of  the  attack  on  ffnits — an  assassination  at 
Ljons,  which  for  a  while  gave  great  concern  to  the  Bor- 
deanx  Government.     The  Correspondent  with  Garibaldi'3 
array  visited  Lyons  on  the  occasion  of  this  tragic  event, 
and  thus  wrote  from  that  city  on  the  21st  of  December; — 
I  hare  said  that  in  the  battle  in  the  neighbonrbood   of 
Nuits,  the  1st  and  2nd  Legions  of  the  department  of  the 
Bhone  were   terribly   knocked   about.     This  wa«   too 
mnch  for  the  advanced  party  at  Lyons.     They  had  wiU 
oeraed  with  compamtive  indifference  the  capitulation  of 
Sedan,  the  bombardment  of  Strosburg,  the  fall  of  the 
tKfferent  small  fortified  towns,  the  capitulation  of  Uetz, 
the  sorties  from  Paris,  the  defeat  of  Garibaldi  under 
Dijon,  the  defeat  of  the  Army  of  the  Iioire,  but  here  was 
something  that  came  home  to  them.     In  the  a&dir  at 
Nnits  the  blood  of  Lyons  had  been  spilt ;  "  eye  for  eye, 
tooth  for  tooth  ! "  blood  must  be  spilt  in  revenge.    Such 
is  the  reasoning  of  the  Reds.    la  default  of  a  Praasian  a. 
Prenchman  would  do ;  they  are  not  long  in  finding  vic- 
tims.    The  Commander  of  the  12tb  Battalion  of  the 
National   Giuards  happeneJ   to   be   passing  along  the 
Boulevard    of  the    Croii-Konsse-.     Quick    he    is    enr- 
rounded,  and  ordered  to  have  the  rappei  beaten,  and 
march  with  his  troops  upon  the  hotel.     For  the  mob,  in 
their  fury,  intended  stringing  up  all  the  functionaries  in 
Lyons  from  the  Prefect  to  the  Mayor.    The  commander, 
by  name  Arnand,  refiises,  upon  which  the  crowd  menace 
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him  with  death,  and  aeveral  of  the  men,  who  were 
armed,  qnietly  load  their  guna ;  women,  who  were 
there  in  considerable  nnmhers,  rush  upon  him,  slap  and 
scratch  his  face,  and  pull  his  beard.  Commander  Ar- 
naud  draws  hia  revolvei-,  and  fires  three  shots — some 
say  in  the  air,  others  on  the  people — in  any  case  no  one 
was  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  fuiious  crowd,  mad- 
dened by  resistance,  and  eager  to  dip  their  fingers  in 
blood,  fall  upon  the  nufortanat«  commander,  drag  him 
into  a  low  wine  shop,  go  through  tho  farce  of  a 
fiham  trial,  and  condemn  him  to  death.  He  is  then 
dragged  to  a  piece  of  waste  ground,  a  few  yards  distant, 
and  hia  ciecutioiiers  present  themselves.  Arnand  then 
understands  that  ho  has  already  one  foot  in  the  grave, 
hnt  his  conrage  does  not  forsake  him ;  be  takes  off  his 
kepi,  and  sbouta  "Vive  la  Repablique."  His  perso- 
cntbra  then  bi'gin  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  atrocity  of 
the  crime  they  are  abont  to  commit,  and  a  few  cries  for 
pardon  are  raised,  but  it  is  too  late.  Three  or  four  of 
the  assassins  discharge  thoir  guns,  and  their  victim  falls 
wounded,  bnt  not  dead.  A  youth  of  sixteen  then  mshes 
forward  with  a  revolver,  intending  to  blow  ont  his 
brains;  but  although  Amand  ia  wounded  in  several 
places,  the  instinct  of  life  ts  still  strong,  and  he  manages 
to  thrust  back  the  arm  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  hia 
existence.  Throe  men  th-en  point  their  guns  close  to 
his  head,  pull  the  triggers,  and  all  is  over.  The  body  is 
picked  up  and  taken  to  the  Mairie,  and  the  assassins 
then  send  to  inform  the  murdered  man's  wife  of  what 
has  occurred.  The  preceding  events  took  place  in  the 
morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the 
assasaina  proceeded  to  the  square  of  the  Hfltel  de  Ville, 
accompanied  by  a  large  nnmber  of  women  carrying  red 
flags.  They  found  the  square  held  by  the  National 
Guard,  with  loaded  guns.     Several  deputations,  which 
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I  beliere  were  arrested  as  Boon  as  tbey  entered  the  H6tal 
de  Ville,  were  allowed  to  pass,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  red  flags  were  taken  away  from  the  women, 
who  formed  the  principal  feature  of  the  demonstration. 
I  have  often  noticed  that  cold  water  is  the  best  thing 
for  dispersing  French  mobs.  On  the  present  occasion 
it  happened  to  rain  hard  oil  the  afternoon,  so  that  the 
loiterers  in  the  bye  streets,  after  getting  wet  throngh, 
had  no  other  alternative  bnt  that  of  returning  home. 
About  twenty-five  people  have  been  arrested,  and  are  to 
be  tried  by  courUmartial. 

Yesterday  I  followed  the  funeral  of  Commander  Amand. 
We  passed  throngh  the  quarter  where  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  mob,  and  close  to  the  very  spot  where 
he  was  shot.  M.  Gambetta,  who  arrived  in  Lyons  early 
in  the  mominj^,  followed  tlie  procession,  which  prome- 
naded the  streets  of  Lyons  during  four  houTK.  There 
were,  I  should  think,  over  tiiree  hnndred  officers 
present. 

A  day  or  two  ago  I  went  to  the  Sons- Prefecture  at 
Antun — where  the  head-quarters  of  General  Garibaldi 
are  established — to  obtain  from  Colonel  Canzio  an  in- 
.  trodnction  to  the  Sub-Prefect  of  Chalons-sur-Sadne, 
where  I  was  going  to  parchase  a  few  article*  of  clothing 
which  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  obtain  on  the 
spot.  I  must  tell  yon  that  in  Autun  most  things,  and 
especially  winter  clothes,  become  scarcer  and  scarcer 
every  day,  from  the  fact  that  the  tradesmen  put  such 
little  faith  in  the  French  armies,  and  are  so  dreadfully 
afraid  of  being  plundered  by  the  Germans,  in  tbe  event 
of  the  former  having  to  retreat,  that  they  will  not  renew 
their  stock  in  proportion  as  it  diminishes.  In  tko 
saloon  of  the  Prefecture  on  the  present  occasion  were 
several  of  the  staS*  officers.  "  Are  you  going  to 
Ch&lonB,  Captain  ?  "  said  one ;  and  on  my  answering  in 
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tlie  affirmatiTe,  he  continued,  "Bring  na  back  some  Par- 
mesan cheese';"  "And  a,  pair  of  spnra  for  me,"  said 
another;  "And  some  military  braid,"  added  a  fourth; 
"  And  some  grey  cloth,  some  cigars,  some  red  flannel, 
aome  flannel  shirts,  some  novels,  a  bridle,  &c.,"  cliinied 
ill  the  others.  With  several  pages  of  my  note-boDk 
filled  with  commissions  of  this  nature,  I  liaatened  off  to 
the  railway  station  and  started  for  Chalons-sur-Sa6ne, 
in  a  train  filled  for  the  m.ost  part  with  sick  soldiers, 
among  whom  there  were,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  a  large 
proportion  of  shammers.  I  happened  to  perform  a 
portion  of  the  jonrnoy  vrith  two  engineers  from  lie 
Crouzot,  and  was  thus  able  to  ascertain  the  exact  state 
of  the  cannon  foundry  which  has  been  cried  up  with 
such  gross  exaggeration  by  certain  Frencli  newspapers. 
It  appears  that  all  the  preparations  for  fonnding  the 
cannons  and  mitrailleuses  are  now  complete,  and  that 
tbe  foundry  is  able  to  turn  out  three  mitraillenseB  a 
week,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of  cannons. 
Thirty  bat tcriea  of  small  pieces  which  have  been  ordered 
by  the  Government  at  Bordeaux  aro  almost  ready,  but 
up  to  the  present  time  aothing  has  actually  been  de- 
livered. 

At  Chalons- sur-SaAne,  a  town  of  about  20,000  inhabitants, 
I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Citoyen  Cotti,  the 
Sub-Prefect.  Cotti  belongB  to  a  Coraican  family,  the 
different  membera  of  which  have,  I  am  told,  since  the 
time  of  the  First  Napoleon,  been  the  most  bitter  enemies 
of  the  Bojiapartfl  family.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  the 
present  Sub-Prefect  was  one  of  the  victims  of  the 
eotip  d'etat.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  about  ChAlone- 
Bor-Sadne,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  that  ever 
ordinary  times  it  is  one  of  the  dullest  and  moat 
interesting  towns  in  France.  At  the  present  time  it 
has  udther  troops  nor  artillery,   and  it  was  only  the 
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day  that  I  was  there  that  the  National  Gnard  was  armed. 
I  yr&B  not  long  in  discovering  that  the  inhabitants 
possessed  about  the  same  araonnt  of  courage  and  con- 
fidence as  those  of  Antun.  At  several  large  cloth 
warehonses  which  I  visited  in  my  search  after  grey 
cloth,  I  foand  that  a  liirge  portion  of  the  goods  had 
heen  hidden  away  in  the  cellars  and  elsewhere,  and 
only  a  few  pieces  left  in  the  shop.  At  the  Hfltel  dea 
Trois  Moineau,  where  I  passed  the  night,  mattresses 
and  bronze  clocks  were  somewhat  scarce.  The  beda 
were  made  up  of  the  ordinary  spring  mattress,  and  only 
one  woollen  hed,  instead  of  three  or  four,  as  ia  customary 
in  France,  showing  that  at  Chalons  the  inhabitants 
possessed  as  little  confidence  in  the  armies  sent  by  the 
Provisional  Government  to  stop  the  German  advance 
upon  Lyons  as  elsewhere.  I  am,  however,  bonnd  to  say 
that  the  popnlarity  of  General  Garibaldi  was  great. 
Everywhere  that  I  went  1  heard  the  good  and  honest 
old  General  praised  up  to  the  sides.  "Had  it  not 
been  for  Garibaldi,"  they  exclaimed,  "we  should  have 
had  the  PruBsiana  here  before  now." 

At  Chalons-Bur-SaAno  1  found  neither  Parmesan  cheese, 
nor  spurs,  nor  grey  cloth,  nor  military  braid,  so  I 
decided  on  going  as  far  oa  Macon.  Here  I  made  the 
acquaintance  of  M.  Frederick  Morin,  the  Prefect,  and 
saw  some  samples  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  called  the 
Eclairenrs  of  Sadneand  Loire,  which  was  being  formed 
at  Macon.  The  regiment  looks  very  promising.  It  is 
well  mounted,  which  is  a  very  importajit  matter.  The 
nniform  consists  of  a  coarse  bine  flannel  blouse  faced 
with  red,  cord  trousers  and  boots,  a  kepi,  and  a  cloak 
with  a  hood.  Each  man  is  armed  witb  a  sabre,  u 
Aemington  carbine  (an  eieelient  arm,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  superior  to  the  Chassepfit),  and  a  revolver. 
One  or  two  companies  of  the  regiments  are  already  with 
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General  Cremer,  and  were  probably  tamed  to  acconnt 
in  the  buttle  of  N'tu'ttt.  At  Hacon  I  found  a  {lopnla- 
tion  BO  entbnsiiistic  in  iU  praise  of  the  Graribaldiaiis, 
that  I  and  a  captain  of  the  general's  staff,  whom  I  mefc 
at  the  Hdtcl  do  TEnrope,  could  hardly  appear  in  the 
street  without  attracting-  a  considerable  crowd,  who 
followed  ufl  about  wherever  we  went,  shouting  "  Vivent 
les  Garibatdians!"  "Vive  Garibaldi!" 

I  had  intended,  on  reaching  Macon,  to  proceed  to  Cham- 
bt'^ry,  where  I  had  heard  that  General  Frapoli  was 
forming  an  army  ;  for  the  es-Colonel  Frapoli,  being 
nuable  to  conie  to  an  nnderstanding  with  General 
Garibaldi,  has  been  protnotcd  to  the  grade  of  general 
by  M.  Gambetta,  who  is  a  Freemason,  like  Frapoli, 
and  one  of  bis  intimate  friends.  I  was  told  at  Macon 
that  Frapoli  was  at  Lyons,  so  1  decided  on  coming  here, 
principally  with  a  view  of  seeing  what  kind  of  army, 
or  rather  corps,  Frapoli  was  getting  together. 

This  is  the  second  time  that  I  have  been  in  Lyons.  My 
first  visit  was  made  only  a  few  months  ago,  just  before 
the  declaration  of  the  present  war.  On  that  occasion  I 
formed  one  of  a  party  of  joamahsts  who  were  invited 
by  the  Commission  of  the  Lyons  Exhibition  of  18?1 
to  report  on  the  pvogresB  of  the  works.  I  remember 
that,  at  Macon,  a  cold  sapper  was  spread  in  the  bn£fet, 
and  that  the  train  was  stopped  for  our  convenience  while 
we  took  our  coffee,  which  ninat  have  been  a  most  dis- 
agreeable thing  for  the  other  travellers ;  but  in  those 
days  we  were  under  Imperial  sway,  and  the  station- 
master  was  a  most  important  individual.  Since  my  last 
viait  to  Lyons  nothing  has  changed,  if  I  except  the 
coloured  head  mounted  upon  what  looks  very  much 
like  a  broomstick — probably  an  emblem  of  democracy- 
and  which  is  placed  cpon  the  balcony  of  the  Hfitel  de 
Ville,  surmounted  by  a  blood-red  flag,    I  waa  somewhat 
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surprised  to  find  the  mnsic-halla  and  theatres  not  only 
open  to  the  public,  but  crowded.  Thia  struck  me  the 
more  as  one  evening,  at  Autnn,  when  Ricciotti  Garibaldi, 
CoL  Canzio,  and  myself,  together  with  several  officers 
of  the  Gtafi',  among  whom  was  a  tenor  of  the  Milan 
Opera,  went  to  a  certain  pa-strycook's  shop  near  the 
Place  da  Champ  de  Mars,  with  a  view  of  playing  a  few 
patriotic  songs,  the  proprietor  of  the  establishment  came 
upstairs  in  person  to  remind  us  that  the  country  was 
bleeding,  and  that  he  could  not  think  of  allowing  the 
piano  to  be  tottched. 

I  reached  Lyons  at  6  p.m.,  two  hours  behind  time,  and 
passed  the  evening  at  the  Ca.Bino  Music-hall.  The 
entertainment  consisted  of  the  nsnal  vulgar,  and,  I  may 
aay,  immoral  songs,  which  generally  farm  the  repertoire 
of  establishments  of  this  description,  followed  by  the 
ClodoeAe  Cancan,  and  a  "woman  almost  naked  who 
danced  a  Chahut  &  la  Finneile.  I  had  not  been  long  in 
Lyons  before  I  was  surrounded  by  an  aniious  crowd 
hungry  for  news.  "  News  ?  "  I  answered,  in  reply  to  the 
questions  which  greeted  me  on  every  side,  "  there  is 
none.  We  have  fortified  Autun  as  well  as  we  have 
been  able,  and  with  oar  three  batteries  of  8-ponnders 
shall  do  what  we  can  to  resist  the  enemy." — "  Wbat  ?  " 
said  one,  "  have  you  not  heard  that  Dijon  has  been 
occupied  by  the  united  forces  of  Cremerand  Garibaldi?" 
I  answered  that  1  had  not ;  that  I  had  breakfasted  with 
the  Prefect  of  Dijon  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  had 
received  no  news  of  that  nature.  It  is  now  over  two 
years  since  I  have  given  np  arguing  with  Frenchmen, 
so  that  the  matt«r  dropped.  My  Lyonnais  friends  had 
got  it  into  their  beads  that  a  brilliant  victory  had  been 
gained,  and  of  course  set  me  down  as  a  straggler  who 
had  made  off  before  the  action.  Later  in  the  evenin  g 
came  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Nuits  by  Genem  1 
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Cremer,  followed  by  news  of  the  general  retreat,  and' 
the  heavy  losses  snstaincd  hy  the  Ist  and  2nd  Logiona 
of  the  department  of  the  Rh6ne.  The  following  day 
the  newspapers  came  out  with  reports  of  the  hattle  of 
Nnits,  but,  like  most  French  accounts  of  battles,  it  was  ■ 
difficult  to  understand  anything  save  that  the  French 
troops  had  displayed  the  most  prodigious  vnlonr,  and 
had  been  beaten,  I  have  since  been  able  to  get  to- 
gether the  following  account  of  what  really  occurred 
about  8  A.M.  on  Sunday  morning ;  The  French  ad- 
vanced posts,  which  had  been  removed  to  Qrandei- 
Saragtteg,   near    Gevrey-Chambertin,    situated    exactly 

'  lialf-way  between  Nuits  and  Dijon,  at  a  distance  of 
eleven  kilometres  from  each  town,  were  attacked  by  a 
Prnsaian  colnmn  coming  either  from  Dijon  or  from  the 
entrenched  camp  at  Mareannay.  Up  to  11  a.m.  the 
French  troops,  who  ■were  commanded  by  General 
Cromer  in  person,  held  their  positions,  but  at  that  hour 
a  countryman  came  to  tell  them  that  another  Prussian 
column  was  advancing  rapidly  along  the  road  to 
Citeans,  threatening  to  cut  them  off  unless  they  retired 
upon  Nnits.  They  had  hardly  reached  Nuits  when 
they  saw  the  column  in  question  coming  out  of  the 
woods  of  Gilly-les-CiteaQX,  and  almost  at  the  same  tima 
a  third  colomn  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
French  positions.  The  third  column  was  repulsed  with- 
out difficulty,  and  the  French  attack  was  then  directed, 
at  about  2  P.U.,  upon  the  first  and  i-econd  Pmseian 
columns,  which  wei-e  united.  The  battle  commenced 
between  Kuits  and  the  village  of  Bonconrt,  which  was 
subsequently  bnmt.  During  the  retreat  to  Nuits, 
sevenil  of  the  French  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Up  to  S  p.m.  the  enemy's  advance 
stopped,  but  the  French  say  that  at  that  honr  the 
Germans  received  reinforcements,   and  placing   Ihem- 
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Belvea  on  the  offensive  with  renewed  vigour,  advanced  as  fiir 

as  Nnits,  and  occupied  several  houeee  in  the  faubourgs. 
At  3,30  the  57th  Regiment  of  the  Line  ftirived  npon 
the  scene  of  action — too  iate,  however,  to  bo  of  any 
service.  The  French,  nevertheless,  tried  a  bayonet 
charge  as  a  last  effort,  and  on  being  repnlaed  with  con- 
sideroble  loss,  retired  first  of  all  to  the  heights,  and 
then  to  Beanne.  Some  accounts  say  that  0«nersl 
Cremer  had  with  him  5,000  to  6,000  men  ;  others,  that 
he  had  10,000.  The  Prussian  forces  are  estimated  at 
from  20,000  to  25,000  men,  and  eight  batteries  of 
artillery.  The  French  newspapers,  nnable  to  give  an 
estimate  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  their  own  side, 
affect,  nevertheless,  to  be  informed  of  the  tosses  of  the 
enemy,  which  they  atnte  as  being  5,000  men,  among 
whom  they  say  is  a  Grand  Duke  of  somewhere. 
"When  I  left  Anton,  there  was  a  perfect  understanding 
between  General  Cremer  and  Garibaldi.  How  was  it 
that  General  Garibaldi  was  not  called  upon  to  assist 
General  Cremer?  Why  is  it  that  M,  Gambetta — this 
advocate  who  has  taken  npon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  directing  the  military  operations — leaves  Garibaldi 
with  only  three  batteries  of  8-pounders,  one  of  which 
is  a  small  monntain  battery  drawn  by  mnles  ?  Why  is 
it  that  our  soldiers  are  withont  overcoats  and  shoes, 
and  our  paymaster  without  money  ?  Probably,  becaosc 
H.  Gambetta,  who  passed  as  a  jnst  and  honest  man 
during  the  Empire,  intends  continuing  the  system  he 
adopted  with  regard  to  Garibaldi  when  the  Government 
first  accepted  his  services — namely,  that  of  tying  him 
hand  and  foot  and  telling  him  to  walk,  for  fear  that 
people  should  say  afterwards,  "Garibaldi  saved  France." 
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Cbristuas  was  ftpproaching,  and  the 


I  of  tlie  Biege 


of  Paris  was  still   deferred.     The  longer  the  investment 
lasted  the  larger  grew  the  total  of  the  stores  reputed  to 
have  been  accamulated  for  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  September  Paris  was  told  that  it  could  hold  out  two 
months/    In  December  it  was  assured  it  bad  still  left  pro- 
visions for  three.    It  was  no  secret  that  the  German  loaders 
were  greatly  disappointed,  and  that  all  the  virtue  of  the 
moat  disciplined  soldiery  in  the  world  was  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  support  the  delay  with  resignation. 
Germany  some  of  the  journals  began  to  criticise  the  opar 
tions  which  for  four  montliB  they  had  only  admired.  Com 
Moltke,  it  was  said,  was  presuming  upon  fortune,  ii 
of  taking  gnarantceB  against  its  caprices,  and  mast  have 
failed  to  obtain  accurate  information  as  to  the  food  si^l 
plica  of  Paris  before  ho  commenced  the  siege.     Then,  mora- 1 
over,  why  had  tlio  French  capital  not  been  bombarded?  1 
It  was  no  kindness  to  the  Parisians  to  forbear  the  shelling  ] 
of  the  city  ;  whereas,  sinco  it  was  certain  that  Paris  would  I 
yield  as  soon  as  it  found  that  its  lifo  and  property  lay 
under  the  tiro  of  the  German  artillery,  a  bombardment 
woajd  cause  Lives  to    be  spared  which  otherwise  would 
perish  by  famine  and  disease.    These  qaestioners  assomed, 
I'or  the  pur]>oae  of  their  argument,  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  tbe  King  and  his  military  advisers,  and  it  was 
said  at  Berlin  that  the  Prussian  soldiers  before  Pai-is  were 
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being  Eacriiiccd  to  the  humane  susceptibilities  of  the  King, 
"who  would  not  permit  the  bombardment  of  a  city  contain- 
ing so  many  women  and  children.  The  truth  was,  that  a 
miscalculation  had  beenmade  at  the  German  he »d-cjuarter^. 
It  had  been  believed  that  the  Farisiajis,  shut  in  bj'  them- 
selves, cut  off  from  the  provinces  which  they  had  been 
nccastomed  to  lead,  deprived  of  a,  thousand  convenienccB 
and  enjoyments  wliich  had  been  regarded  as  parts  of  their 
Tery  life,  would  become  restless  and  ungovernable,  and 
that,  after  a  few  riots,  in  wliich  they  had  made  and 
remade  half  a  dozen  goTemmeats,  they  would  despatch 
a  depntation  to  Versailles  praying  the  King  of  Prussia  to 
Bend  a  Grand  Duke  into  the  city  with  lOO.OCKt  men  to  main- 
tmn  order.  But  the  event  proved  entirely  otherwise.  Paris 
was  never  more  easily  governed  than  during  the  siege,  al- 
thoagh  it  was  oecessaiy  to  extend  the  administration  of  the 
executive  to  the  very  collars  and  cupboards  of  the  people ; 
and  the  Germans  at  length  found  that,  in  order  to  take 
Paris,  they  mast  rely  on  themselves  alone.  The  failure  of 
Count  Moltko'a  samraoDB  of  December  iith — for  a  summons 
it  really  was — to  induce  General  Trochu  to  treat  for  a 
capitnhition  or  a  peace,  led  to  a  reconsideration  of  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  siege,  and  from  that  time  a  great 
increase  of  energy  was  seen  in  the  conveyance  of  heavy 
guns  and  siege  ammnnitioo  to  the  lines  before  Paris. 
During  the  whole  of  December-  tlie  German  engineering 
staff  was  very  actively  employed,  and  by  the  middle  of  the 
month  cJorrespon dents  from  before  Paris  employed  them- 
Belvea  in  fixing  the  day  for  the  bombardment  of  the  French 
capital. 

In  the  meantime  General  Trocha  and  his  colleagues  had 
not  been  idle.  The  defeat  of  the  Army  of  the  Loire  at  a 
time  when  it  seemed  to  be  approaching  Paris  to  raise  tho 
siege,  had  been  felt  as  a  grievoas  disappointment ;  but  the 
Army  of  the  North  was  assuming  dimensions  and,  aa  wa.s 
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believed,  an  efficiency  whicli  would  enable  it  to  render 
important  serpicea  to  Paris.  Even  as  early  on  the  second 
week  in  December,  it  had  left  Lille  nnder  General  Faid- 
berbe,  and  had  surprised  a  portion  of  a  railway  division  with 
flfly  infantry  at  Ham.,  and  had  caused  them  to  sign  articles 
of  capitulation  in  regular  form.  Faidherbe  had  passed 
La  Flto  and  St.  Quentin  in  his  march,  and  was  believed 
to  be  descending  upon  the  main  line  of  the  commnnicn- 
tions  of  the  great  besieging  army,  when  suddenly  he  re- 
traced his  steps  and  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Paris. 
In  his  despatch  of  December  14th,  from  Bourges,  M.  Garni 
bctta  had  written : — 

"  In  the  north  Faidherbe  will  have  retaken  La  Fere, 
and  found  largo  stores  of  ammunition  and  provisions  with 
gnna.  But  we  are  very  ansiouB  about  you.  It  is  now 
moro  than  a  week  since  wc  received  any  news  of  youi 
whether  from  yourselves,  from  the  PrussianB,  or  from 
abroad.  The  cable  with  England  is  not  acting.  What  is 
happening  ?  Take  advantage  of  this  south-west  wind  to 
send  a  balloon  wliich  will  fall  in  Belgiam,  and  so  put  an 
end  to  our  solicitude.  The  Prassian  retreat  ia  a  movement 
about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake.  If  we  can  only 
hold  out — and  we  can  if  we  have  only  the  will — we  shall 
beat  them.  They  have  already  suffered  enormous  losses  ; 
and  I  learn  from  the  moat  trustworthy  sources  that 
they  experience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  , 
of  food.  Bnt  to  triumph  we  must  resign  ourselves  to 
supreme  sacrifices  without;  murmuring,  and  fight  even  to 
the  death." 

The  patriotic  confidence  of  M.  Gambetta  was  betrayed 
by  fortune.  Faidherbe  did  not  retake  La  Fore,  and  the 
Prussians  were  not  retreating ;  but  General  Trochu  deteiv 
mined  to  place  liimself  in  the  best  position,  cither  to  hold 
out  a  hand  to  Faidherbe  if  he  should  approach  the  German 
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•  belbre  Paris,  or  to  detain  the  troopB  of  tLe  investing 
W,  BO  tbat  they  might  nat  bo  able  to  assist  General 
^'Ibttteofiel  against  the  IVench  Army  of  the  North.  The 
Geramna  saw  the  preparations  of  the  enemy  two  days  before 
the  French  movement  was  actually  made,  as  leti«ra  from 
before  Paris,  dated  December  18th,  showed  ;  and  as  if  this 
were  not  enongh  warning,  a  Paris  balloon  fell  within  their 
lines,  containing  an  official  despatch  from  General  Trochn, 
staling  that  a  great  sortie  would  be  made  on  the  20th.  The 
sorties  of  November  28th  and  December  2nd  had  proved 
terrible  failures;  but  the  Parisian  jonmala  clamonred  for 
their  renewal.  General  Ducrot  had  said,  on  tbe  former 
occasion,  "  this  circle  of  iron,  which  has  sorronnded  us 
now  too  long,  threatens  to  stifle  us  in  a  slow  agony;  "  and 
it  threatened  still. 

The  newspapers,  recalling  these  words,  argued :  "We 
bave  here  an  army  of  300,000  men,  with  a  formidable 
artillery,  and  we  do  nothing.  We  neither  try  to  pierce 
the  lines,  nor  to  raise  the  siege,  nor  even  risk  partial 
actions  in  order  to  kill  as  many  Prussians  as  possible. 
Wo  are  losing  time,  we  are  eating  up  our  stores,  and  we 
■re  not  pnshing  on  the  work  of  dehverance.  This  inaction 
is  deplorable.  We  shall  always  have  more  men  than  are 
wanted  to  defend  positions  which  are  never  attacked. 
Why  are  cannon  being  made  by  thousands,  and  projectiles 
hy  hundreds  of  thousands,  if  they  are  not  to  be  used?  At 
the  commencement  of  the  month  yon  destroyed  20,000 
Pmssiaas.  What  prevents  you  doing  the  same  every 
week  ?     It  is  of  no  use  to  disguise  the  fact,  in  the  terrible 

I  position  in  which  we  and  they  find  ourselves;  it  is  only  by 
killing,  and  killing  again,  tliaC  wo  sbaJI  be  able  to  oblige 
them  to  loose  their  grip.  The  prospect  is  a  horrible  one, 
bat  tbe  responsibility  falls  upon  those  who  render  it  neces- 
sary. Lot  us  make  a  bold  effort,  for  there  are  moments 
when   temerity  ia   the  highest  wisdom,  and  when  it  is 
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better  to  ioil  and  periab  thaa  to  perisli  ignobly  luid  shame-   { 
fally  of  Lunger." 

On  the  17th  December  Geoeml  Trochu  published  tha 
following  address  to  the  army; — 

"  Officers,  Sub-officera,  and  Soldiers, — We  hai 
mon  made  efforts  for  our  country  which  have  b< 
sacred  cause.     Oar  brothers  of  the  Army  of  the  Loire,  who  1 
have  been  inspired  by  the  patriotism  of  the  proviti 
the  Army  of  Paris  haa  been  inspired  by  the  patriotism  of  I 
Paria,  give  us  an  admirable  example.    Like  us,  they  'i 
themselves'  tmder  fire  at  the  price  of  heroic  aucrifices  in 
a  struggle  which  astonishes  the  enemy,  troubled  by  iha    , 
enormity  of  tia  losaes  and  the  indomitable  energy  of  the 
resistance  which  he   encounters.      May  these  noble  en- 
couragements sustain  you  !     May  the  grand  spectacle 
the  citizens  of  Paris — BoUiiers  like  yon,  fighting  with  yon.   I 
in  the  close  union  of  peril  and  danger — elevate  you  to  the  1 
height  of  every  duty  and  every  danger!    May  your  general  \ 
infuse  into  your  souls  the  hopes,  the  sentiments,  and  thtt  \ 
firm  resolutions  with  which  his  own  is  filled  ! 

"  Teochu." 

The  active  army  of  Paris-  at  this  time  consisted  of  abonfc 
230,000  men.  After  the  capitulation  of  Sedan,  General 
Vinoy  led  about  28,000  men  from  lleziorcs  to  Paris; 
40,000  old  soldiers  and  men  from  the  depots  were  got 
together,  and  to  these  were  added  15,000  young  recraite 
from  the  two  last  contingents,  making  in  all  abont 
83,000  men.  The  Paris  GarJe  Mobile  numbered  40,000 
men,  and  those  of  the  Garde  Mobile  of  the  provinces 
which  vrere  in  Paris  90,000  more.  The  Noiy  faraishcd 
10,000  men,  and  the  Free  Corps  20,000  moro.  This  com- 
posite force  of  243,000  men— Line,  Mobile  Guards,  and 
Navy — had  been  diminished  by  about  12,000  i 
two  sorties  of  \ovembcr  ai>d  December.      A  number  of 
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battalions  of  tlie  Sedentary  National  Gaard  of  Paris  had 
already  been  constituted  war  battalions ;  hut  it  was  only 
at  a  later  period  of  the  siege  that  their  military  capabilitiea 
were  severely  tested. 

The  Correspondent  at  Versaillee  thus  wrote  on  the  Slat, 
when  his  colleague  on  tho  narth-east  side  of  Paris  was 
very  differently  occupied  : — 

The  shortest  day  of  the  year  finds  us,  where  the  bright 
afternoons  in  September  found  us,  waiting  before  Paris. 
Three  months  ago  yesterday  the  great  army  of  the  Ger- 
mans circled  round  the  city,  and  all  commnnication  wae 
cut  off,  aud  all  Eopplies  were  stopped.  I  shall  be  alow 
to  forget  the  excitinp;  impression  of  that  first  arrival  on 
the  heights  of  Heudon,  and  that  first  glance  over  the 
white  houses,  aud  domes,  aad  towers  of  Paris.  It  then 
eeemed  certain  that  the  Parisians  would  yield  so  soon  as 
they  realized  their  peril.  TJiey  might  be  shelled.  Was 
not  that  enough  for  them  ?  Their  daily  newspapers 
would  bo  deprived  of  news,  their  cofl'ee  would  lose 
its  flavour  in  the  daluess  of  the  time,  and  Paris  would 
yield  with  tears  of  joy  at  being  spared  to  fight  some 
other  day.  Such  were  the  prospects  of  September  20 — 
when  the  Crown  Prince  roda  up  to  tho  Prefecture  on  tho 
Avenue  de  Paris.  What  are  the  prospects  on.  December 
Sl^when  German  uniforms  have  become  as  familiar  to 
Versailles  as  the  tall  figures  of  the  Life  Guardsmen  are 
to  Knightsbridge  ?  The  answer  is  simple.  Paris  is  more 
likely  to  hold  out  six  weeks  now  than  she  seemed  likely 
to  hold  out  six  days  on  September  20.  The  Parisians 
hftve  risen  to  some  extent  to  the  measure  of  their  destiny. 
We  are  in  presence  of  a  population  which  begins  to  feel 
prond  of  what  it  has  achieved,  and  there  will  only  bo  a 
surrender  when  snch  is  absolutely  necessary. 

But  we  know  so  little  of  what  happens  in  the  beleaguered 
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place,  that  I  will  epeak  rather  of  the  progreaa  of  thosa 
who  shut  it  in.  Whilst  only  iv  faint  echo  of  the  reBola- 
tion  of  the  garrison  reaches  Versaillea,  there  is  here  a 
full-toned  shout  of  the  stem  desire  of  the  Germans  for 
glory  and  for  revenge.  They  may  be  long  delayed,  but 
they  are  not  going  to  let  their  prize  slip  through  their 
fingers.  If  six  weeks  must  be  given  to  tho  task,  sis 
weeks  shall  be  spent  before  Paris,  If  two  months,  or 
three  months  for  that  matter,  the  time  can  be  spared. 
General  Trochu  must  make  up  hia  miod  to  cut  an  open- 
ing in  the  German  line,  or  must  defeud  himself  to  the 
last  in  hopes  of  being  helped  from  the  Loire.  By  mere 
persistence  in  holding  out,  be  will  never  drive  away 
these  firm  obstinate  besiegers.  They  did  not  attack  him 
at  first  because  they  thought  the  works  of  Paris  too 
strong  to  be  easily  silenced,  and  therefore  chose  the  more 
cautions  line  of  a  well-armed  blockade,  of  circuravalla- 
tion,  one  might  almost  say,  in  old-world  fashion.  But 
they  always  could  have  tried  their  gnns  against  Paris, 
and  perhaps  they  will  do  so  yet.  I  think  the  cry  in 
Germany  to  bombard  somewhat  unreasonable.  Surely 
the  generals  whose  fame  depends  on  success  are  doing 
their  beat  to  win.  We  should  remember,  however,  that 
some  confusion  exists  as  to  what  "  bombardment " 
means.  The  Gtermana  who  call  for  vigour,  and  the 
Knglish  public  which  deprecatea  severe  measures,  have 
in  mind  a  burning  up  of  dwelhngs  to  make  non-com- 
batants scream  for  surrender.  Bat  the  bombarding 
which  I  understand  to  he  probable  in  regard  to  the 
Parisian  outworks  ia  an  artilleiy  attack  upon  French 
artiUcristfi,  with  a  view  to  be  in  a  position  to  threaten 
harsher  measures. 

The  deputies  of  tlie  Iforth  German  Parliament  dined 
with  the  King  on  Sunday  evening — the  evening  of 
the  day    of    the    address — and    were  taken  up    next 
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morning  to  the  front  to  show  them  Paris.  After  their 
return  from  this  glimpse  of  the  great  siege,  they  were 
entertained  at  dinner  by  tie  Crown  Prince,  and  on 
Tuesday  they  commenced  their  jonmey  home.  It  was 
a  short  but  most  succeBsfol  visit  to  head-qnartevs,  a 
visit  favoured  by  fine  weather,  and  in  which  the  object 
of  the  deputation  was  nearly  carried  out.  No  accident 
OP  illnesa  hindered  the  ceremony  that  had  sach  deep 
meaning  for  Germans.  The  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia 
and  the  other  Princes,  the  Generals,  and  Ministers 
were  able  to  assist  at  the  reading  of  the  loyal  address. 
BiEmarcl:  was  there  to  see  his  plana  bear  fruit.  Moltke 
was  among  the  deputies,  as  an  "  honorary  member," 
because  be  was  Moltke,  and  because,  though  not  one 
of  the  deputation,  he  has  a  seat  in  the  House.  The 
same  compliment  was  paid  to  a  distinguished  official, 
a  "  pacificator  of  kingdoms,"  aa  the  Chinese  would 
«aU  him,  M.  de  Brauchitsch,  the  German  Prefect  of  the 
Seine-et^Oise.  There  was  method  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  brilliant  group  at  the  top  of  the  room,  as  much 
as  there  was  remembrance  of  place  and  of  person 
among  tie  deputies  who  filled  in  the  circle  round  Herr 
Simsoa  whilst  he  read.  The  deputies  had  their  hono- 
raiy  colleagues,  the  Princes  were  marshalled  with  all 
the  exactness  of  a  fuU-dress  parade.  To  the  right 
of  King  William  stood  hi.s  son  and  the  other  hereditary 
Princes.  To  the  left  stood  the  reigning  Grand  Dnkes 
and  Dukes  of  several  German  Duchies.  The  three 
lesser  Kings  of  Germany  were  not  present,  but  it  was 
at  the  instance  of  one  of  them^ — thn  King  of  Bavariaf— 
that  the  question  of  the  Imperial  Crown  had  been 
mooted,  and  when  the  South  German  Parliament  shall 
bave  joined  in  the  movement,  there  will  bo  no  back- 
wardnesa  in  the  South  German  sovereigns  to  play 
their  parts. 
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Bee.  22.— The  King  and  his  son,  with  Prince  Adalbert, 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  hare  this  morning  inspected  the 
Prassian  sailors  detached  to  Versailles.  I  happened  to 
be  passing  at  the  moment,  and  saw  at  once  that  some- 
thing must  be  going  on  by  the  gathering  of  people  at 
the  comer  of  the  Avenue  de  Paris  and  the  Rue  St> 
Pierre.  There  was  a  small  crowd  of  French  and  Gernuui 
loungers,  braving  the  bleakest  of  December  winds,  and 
the  duet  of  the  great  avenae  blew  iiercelj  f^oiust  a  line 
of  stui'dy  seamen  draivn.  up  before  the  Prefecture.  I 
have  spoken  iu  other  letters  of  the  historical  memories 
whieh  will  cling  to  Versailles  after  these  wonderful 
events  of  1870.  We  can  scarcely  appreciate  how 
in  after  years  will  look  back  on  the  deeds  of  King 
William  and  Bismarck,  of  Troclm  and  Gambetta.  We 
can  scarcely  appreciate  the  greatness  of  the  drama  which 
is  played  at  onr  very  doors.  Here  were  the  German 
sailors,  armed  with  needle-gima  and  carrying  knapsacks 
in  military  fashion,  drawn  up  before  the  Palace  which 
Napoleon  bnilt  for  his  Imperial  Prefect,  to  be  inspected 
by  William  of  IlohenzoUem.  A  "  naval  brigade "  is 
the  hobby  of  aaccesaful  campaigns  in  modem  times. 
Prince  Adalbert  has  been  for  a  long  while  at  head- 
quarters, and  now  the  sailors  have  appeared  in  force. 
Bat  stay,  I  must  come  to  details,  or  you  will  think  that 
I  speak  of  thousands  instead  of  hundreds.  In  this  case 
I  speak  of,  about  a  hundred  Prussian  sailoi'S,  with  some 
half-doKCn  officers,  were  drawn  up  before  the  Prefecture. 
There  was  no  great  formality  about  the  inspection, 
though  my  foolish  steed  chose  to  take  oiFcnce  at  the 
naval  uniforms — the  knapsacks  and  wide-brimiued  bata 
— and  to  bear  me  at  random  among  the  observant  natives. 
There  was  a  well-ordered  line  of  blue-jackets  waiting  for 
the  King,  and  be  came  with  right  Boyal  punctuality. 
No  late  hours  for  the  old  soldier  of  1815.     No  hanging 
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back  by  the  Crown  Prince,  or  the  Prince  Admiral.  It 
was  as  chilly  a  morning  as  yoa  could  well  imagine,  and 
I  thoug-ht  myself  "jolly  under  creditable  circumstances" 
in  riding  towards  the  outposts  at  this  early  hour.  But 
here  was  the  future  Emperor,  and  here  were  the  Princes, 
calm  and  cheerful  at  anything  o'clock  A.u.  The  Iloyal 
partf  issued  from  the  gate  of  the  Prefecture,  and  passed 
along  the  line  of  sailors  with  lingering  steps.  It  is  all 
for  the  soldiers  now,  it  may  be  all  for  the  sailors  in 
another  war,  or  rather  Germany  may  take  her  true  place 
as  a  nation  equally  strong  by  sea  as  by  land.  She  has 
so  large  a  mci'chant  shipping  that  her  present  naral 
inferiority  to  France  ia  a  mistake.  The  German  Empire 
uf  twenty  years  hence  will  not  only  have  an  irresistible 
army,  but  a  navy  which  can  carry  the  troops  to  any 
given  point,  and  this  will  be,  we  may  hope,  a  guarantee 
of  European  peace. 

The  sailors  drawn  up  before  the  Prefecture  have  been  the 
canse  of  much  speculation,  and  of  many  a  wild  mmonr 
in  Versailles.  Some  people  insist  on  their  being  destined 
for  service  in  the  batteries ;  others— French,  of  course — 
suppose  that  the  Prussian  army  is  so  reduced  that  sailors 
mnst,  perforce,  be  employed  to  stren^hen  the  diminished 
battalions.  There  is  yet  a  probable  report  which  assigns 
these  lads  in  wide-brimmed  bats  to  the  captured  gun- 
boats of  the  Loire.  This  last  is,  I  believe,  the  real 
solution  of  their  presence  at  head- quarters.  It  would 
delight  the  Germans  beyond  everything  to  achieve  a 
victory,  however  small,  on  the  element  which  they  hope 
to  make  their  own.  The  sphere  of  the  Loire  is  some- 
what restricted,  but  there  ia  a  chance  that,  even  with  a 
few  tiny  gnuboats,  a  dashing  officer  might  do  some  good 
nervine  below  Tours  as  the  ally  of  the  dreaded  "  Uhlans." 

I  was  struck  by  the  hearty  and  cheerful  look  of  King 
William  when  he  inspected  the  German  sailors.     He 
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bod  seomEid  a  little  more  anxious  and  thonglitful  whea 
the  news  of  the  bloody  work  early  in  the  month  was 
arriving  at  VersailleB,  and  now  his  air  was  decidedly 
free  from  care.  Thongh  no  crashing  victory  has  been 
gained,  the  Army  of  the  Loire  has  been  well  answered 
for,  and  the  question  of  Pftris  eeema  now  again  to  be  a 
mere  question  of  time.  Whatever  grave  doubts,  or 
grave  questions,  to  settle  may  remain,  there  is  not  the 
pressing  difficulty  of  an  attempt  to  raise  the  siege.  I 
have  said  that  the  King  looked  cheerful  this  morning, 
and  the  same  may  be  atatod  of  his  Highness  the  Crown 
Prince.  As  to  the  Prince  Admiral,  he  beamed  with 
satisfaction.  Hero  were  his  sailors  at  last  getting  a 
chance  of  useful  work. 

Tonr  ideas  of  the  tranquil  stagnation  of  head-qnarters 
would  have  received  a  mde  shock  yesterday  afternoon. 
Squads  of  infantry,  in  forage  caps,  and,  as  usual,  with 
bayonets  fixed,  guarded  street  aftor  street,  house  afiep 
bouse,  whilst  a  grand  search  was  made  for  "  contraband 
of  war."  Mauvaia  mjeta  of  all  sorts  were  sought  for, 
and  Versailles  was  cleared  of  her  roughs  at  a  sweep. 
Arms  also  were  incidentally  fonnd,  and  I  hear  rumours 
of  a  French  officer  who  had  escaped  ft^m  prison  having 
been  hunted  ont.  The  chief  object  was  to  rid  the  place 
of  a  dangerous  class  of  its  inhabitants.  M.  le  Maire 
himself  cannot  much  have  regrefted  such  a  riddance; 
and  as  to  the  more  timid  citizens,  they  are  deliglited  to 
be  free  from  a  dangeroas  class.  They  were  not  best 
pleased  at  first — before  they  "twigged"  the  proceeding, 
for  soldiers  on  guard  at  house  doors  and  street  comers 
are  viewed  askance  by  every  one  not  in  nniform.  The 
hotels  were  entered  and  the  forage  caps  of  the  searching 
party  appeared  at  one  point  after  another  with  unsparing 
persistence.  The  soldiers  were  very  qniet  and  good- 
uatured  where  I  saw  them ;  and  as  to  Uie  reported  vio- 
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lence  in  some  parts  of  Versoilles,  I  fancy  that  it  was 
enppoeed  to  exist  from  inability  to  underBtand  one 
another,  rather  than  from  a  hostile  feeling  on  the  sol- 
diers' part.  They  stem  to  me  to  tatc  the  whole  thing 
quite  coolly  aa  a  matter  of  ordinary  fatigue  duty. 

We  have  heard  some  sharp  firing  to  the  east  or  north-eaat 
of  Paris,  and  it  is  said  that  the  French  have  pnt  for- 
ward a  feeler  towards  Le  Bonrget,  bnt  as  yet  there  are 
no  details  of  the  affair.  The  only  thing  is  that  I  hear 
that  prisoners  have  been  taken,  so  there  has  probably 
been  some  sort  of  fight  at  the  outworks.  An  expecta- 
tion has  been  entertained  of  a  German  attack  npon  the 
French  ontworks  to  the  eastward,  and  it  may  be  that 
this  attack  has  jnat  begun,  or  that  the  French,  seeing 
themBelres  threatened,  have  issned  forth  again  to  dis- 
pnte  the  gronnd  in  their  immediate  front.  One  sortie 
is  so  likely  to  be  followed  by  another,  that  I  shall  ride 
out  to  the  south-eastern  face  of  the  fortress  to  see  how 
things  go  near  the  Seine. 

The  last  paragraph  of  this  letter  shows  how  little  tie 
great  sortie  of  the  Slst  had  disturbed  the  ordinary  coarse 
ofdailylifeat  Versaillca.  For  aU  that,  it  was  a  seriona  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  French  generals,  and  led  to  a  rapid 
development  of  their  siege  operations  by  the  Germans.  In 
the  King  of  Prussia's  f«legrarns  to  Berlin,  the  sortie  was 
described  as  made  against  Stains,  Le  Bonrget,  and  Sevran. 
The  Special  Correspondent  with  the  Army  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony,  writing  in  the  middle  of  the  conflict, 
thus  describes  the  encounter ; — 

Cliehy,  Dec.  21,  12  o'clock,  N'oon. — I  am  writing  amidst 
the  roar  of  a  general  artillery  engagement,  extending  all 
round  the  north-east  and  eastern  sides  of  the  line,  and 
know  not  when  the  room  I  am  writing  in,  the  windows 
of  which  have  already  been  broken  by  a  shell  bursting 
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ontaide,  may  become  wntenftble.  A  goai]  fidend  routed 
me  out  of  &  comfortable  bed  in  Lagny  this  momiag  at 
BIX  o'clock,  witb  the  information  that  fighting  was  im- 
minent, Taking  at  once  to  horse,  I  beard  nothing  as 
I  rode  for  the  first  two  milea,  but  had  abundant  confir- 
mation everywhere  that  my  friend's  intelligence  was 
good.  I  overtook  a  pontoon  train  going  at  a  trot  towarda 
Chellea ;  the  officer  believed  that  that  was  the  point  to 
be  threatened,  and  the  bridge  might  be  useful  to  facili- 
tate the  passage  of  succonrB  from  the  region  of  Champs, 
Malnoue,  and  Villiera.  At  Lb  Pin  I  found  the  three 
field  batteries  of  the  2tth  Division  quartered  there, 
limbered  «p  and  taking  the  road.  Their  orders  were 
likewise  for  Chelles,  and  I  was  t«mptod  to  accompany 
them.  But  as  I  spoke  with  the  officers,  there  cama 
down  on  the  wind  the  sound  of  heavy  firing  from  the 
direct  front  towards  Clichy,  and  so  I  resisted  the 
impulse  to  go  to  Chelles,  where  there  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  tempting  district  for  an  infantry  attack,  and 
headed  up  the  slope  to  General  Montbo's  head- quarters 
here.  The  terrace  of  tlie  chateau  lie  inhabits  commands 
a  noble  view  of  the  whole  country  as  far  as  Dugny  and 
Gonesse,  and  this  countiy  is  the  theatre  of  the 
nonade  going  on  as  I  write.  By  eight  o'clock,  when  I 
arrived,  the  fire  was  continuous.  The  centre  of  the 
German  position  is  that  fortified  camp  between  Sevran 
and  Le  Blanc  Mesnil  which  I  have  described  in  your 
colomns;  and  around  Aulnay,  in  the  very  middle  of  that 
stretch,  are  the  batteries  chiefly  concentrated, 
force  engaged  there,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  as 
lows ; — Three  batteries  of  the  Guards  Ai-tillery,  three 
batteries  contributed  by  the  23rd  Division  of  the  12th 
Army  Corps,  and  three  or  four  batteries  of  the  Artillery 
Division  of  the  12th  Army  Corps,  There  arc  rese 
batteries  in  addition  to  this,  but  not  eng^ed.     Infantry 
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I  and  cavaliy  snpporta  are  partly  drawn  out,  partly  afand- 
ing  ready  in  their  qnarters.  The  103rd  Regiment,  tlie 
earnson  of  Clichy,  are  on  the  plat«nu  of  Uaiiicy,  to 
watch  the  French  infantry  that  have  been  observed  con- 
centratmg  in  Bondy. 

The  French  artillery  seeniB  engaged  all  ronnd.  Avron  is 
firing  over  Villemomble  at  Clichy  and  Montfermeil,  and 
Port  Noisy  is  vigorously  following  suit.  Forta  RoTiiau- 
villiefs  and  AubervillierB  are  playing  on  Livry  and  the 
vicinity,  and  the  latter  is  throwing  fire  alao  in  combina- 
tion with  de  I'Est  into  Le  Bonrget.  The  French  in- 
fontry  stand  concentrated  between  Bondy  and  Baubigny, 
one  demonstration  towards  Clichy,  and  another  towards 
Chelles,  having  been  arrested  early  in  the  morning. 

B,30  P.M. — With  the  above  as  preface,  I  must  jost  enclose 
you  the  leaves  torn  out  of  my  note-book,  for  the  post 
leaves  almost  at  once.  All,  however,  seems  rest^ired  to 
comparative  quiet  as  1  write,  and  the  French  are  driven 
back  at  all  points.  There  has  during  the  day  been  no 
intantty  fighting  to  speak  of.  One  exception  is  men- 
tioned in  my  notes.  The  103rd  exchanged  several 
volleys  with  a  body  which  made  a  rnsh  out  of  Bondy, 
about  nine  in  the  morning,  bat  snstained  little  loss,  and 
drove  the  enemy  bock.  I  cannot  think  but  that  the 
loss  throughout  the  day  has  been  triviaL  Here  are  the 
leaves  from  my  note-book ; — 

8.43  A.II.— Auberviiliera  de  I'Est  and  St.  Denis  seem  to 
be  concentrating  the  fire  on  Lie  Bonrget.  Sii  op  eight 
French  batteries  have  formed  line  with  their  left  on 
Drancy,  and  are  partly  firing  obliquely  into  Le  Bourget 
at  very  short  range,  partly  firing  on  the  German  lino 
behind  the  inundations,  I  see  shells  bursting  in  Pout 
Iblon,  also  behind  our  batteries  in  Aulnay.  French  fire 
quite  fiirioos — half  a  doaen  guns  flashing  out  at  once. 
It  seems  wild  though.     Oors  as  regular  as  the  beats 
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of  the  pendalmn  of  a  clock.  An  occasional  shell  from 
Avron. 

9  A.]f.— A  rattle  of  musketry  comes  on  the  wind.  It 
sounds  from  Le  Bonrget.  Are  the  French  infantry 
pressing  on  the  battalion  of  G-uards  occupying  it  ?  It 
sounds  like  it.  It  grows  louder,  and  then  there  is  a 
lull.  It  springs  up  again  nearer  Pont  Iblon.  The 
Ghiards  must  be  in  retreat  towards  Pont  Iblon.  The 
hellish  shell-fire  concentrated  on  the  place  was  enough 
of  itself  to  drive  them  out.  There  are  the  shells  burst- 
ing^all  along  the  road  towards  Pont  Iblon.  They  must 
mark  the  line  of  the  retreating  G-uards — the  shells 
followiug  as  they  fall  back.  Now  it  seems  as  if  they 
were  safe  behind  Pont  Iblon,  for  the  batteries  above 
the  causeway  through  the  inundations  now  open,  their 
way  free  probably,  since  friends  are  no  longer  in  front 
of  their  muzzles. 

10  A.M. — The  French,  in  the  teeth  of  Pont  Iblon's  fire, 
have  got  up  batteries  on  the  chausaee  before  Le  Bourget, 
and  must  be  exchanging  shots  with  the  Pont  Iblon 
batteries  at  point-blank  range.  A  battery  of  ours  at 
Sevran  begins  to  speak  in  the  direction  of  Bondy.  I 
can  see  the  shells  from  Aulnay  bursting  in  the  middle 
of  the  French  batteries  at  Drancy,  as  the  wind  for  the 
moment  blows  the  smoke  away.  The  gunners  must 
some  of  them  have  gone  in  little  pieces  with  that  one. 
Still  they  hold  their  ground.  Fire  seems  opening  out 
towards  us  from  Avron,  and  now  and  then  I  hear  the 
waspish  song  of  a  Chassep6t  bullet. 

10.30  A.M. — The  French  are  brightening  up  all  round. 
The  forts  are,  without  exception,  firing  as  hard  as  they 
can.  That  white  smoke  I  see  in  the  far  distance  must 
be  the  Lunette  de  Stains  playing  into  the  village  of  the 
same  name.  Why  isn't  there  a  sharp-toothed  battery 
on  the  height  above  it?      Does  the  firing  go  farther 
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sad  towards  Montmorency  and  Epinaj  P  I  cnnnot 
tell  for  certain  ;  but  the  direction  of  the  noise  and  the 
fimoke  would  argne  as  mnch. 

Both  sides  at  it  ding-dong.  No  advantage  on 
either  side.  Putting  ont  of  eight  the  forts,  the  French 
have  the  greatest  strength  of  artillery  engaged,  I  can 
,  as  I  reckon,  eighteen  field  batteries.  The 
line  of  guns  to  the  right  of  Drancy  is  lengthening. 
How  thej  do  Ere,  to  be  sure !  Can  they  be  aiming  as 
tbey  blase  away  with  such  rapidity  ?  Splash — splash — 
I  see  now  with  the  gloes  most  of  their  shells  are  bursting 
in  the  inandation  in  front  of  our  position  in  Anlnay. 
That  will  break  no  hones.  Why,  they  have  set  the 
forest  of  Bondy  on  fire,  on  their  own  side  of  tlie  water  ! 
If  they  mean  to  follow  up  with  infantry,  this  will  incon- 
venience them,  if  they  are  not  salamanders.  Kr-r-r-r, 
kr-r-r-r — one  ought  to  know  that  sound  if  he  ever  heard 
it  before.  Where  can  they  have  got  their  mitraillensoa 
at  work  ?  That  means  close  qnarters.  Have  tbey  got 
their  infantry  edged  forward  on  the  sly  at  some  point 
we  can't  see  here,  and  are  they  backed  up  by  the  mitrail- 
leuse F  Why,  the  £ound  is  from  two  points  at  once.  The 
glass  explains  the  mystery.  Near  Drancy,  and  on  to 
Sevran,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interruptions,  mns  the 
Soisaous  Railway,  Here,  by  Bondy,  and  bo  round  to 
Tillemomhlc  and  Gagny,  rnus  the  Cherbourg  lines.  Aa 
I  Kve,  thereisa  mitrailleose  train  on  each  line!  General 
Uontbe  sees  it  first — the  locomotive  puff-pnffing  out 
irom  behind  the  trees  of  Drancy,  having  the  mitrail- 
leuse waggons  before  it.  There  goes  the  kr-r-r-r  again  ! 
The  concern  ia  playing  dodging  tactics — it  comes  ont  to 
fire,  and  scuttles  back  la  load.  Another  mitrailleuse 
train  is  at  tlic  same  game  on  our  left  &ont— on  the 
Cherbourg  line — that  is  the  song  of  some  of  the  bulleta. 
I  wonder  how  Von  Schonberg  and  Hammersteia,  and 
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the  refit  of  the    103rd  fellows  on  Raincy  « 
their  closer  contignity. 

Noon. — Ao  orderly  rides  ia  with  the  information  that  is  1 
the  direction  of  No isy-le- Grand  French  infantry  are 
pashing  forward,  and  that  a  battery  ia  established,  and 
has  opened  fire  in  the  snme  place,  up  the  Talley  against 
Chelles ;  also  that  all  tlie  batteries  south  of  Avron  are 
&t  work  pluying  on  thts  horseshoe.  This  has  a  seriouB 
meaning.  The  artillery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chellos 
will  l>e  able  to  honour  none  of  our  drafts  now,  if  we 
shoald  want  them.  We  may  need  them.  The  fire  is  as 
hot  as  ever,  the  French  activity  seeming  unabated.  Our 
guns  are  pounding  away  in  a  steady  business-like  way 
— they  won't  spurt.  Artillery  spnrta  never  pay — in- 
fantry Bpttrts  sometimes,  but  not  so  often  as  is  generally  I 
thought.  The  "walruses"  by  Sevran  are  asleep — ^it 
ia  evident  we  are  not  firing  a  gun  that  is  not  a  field 

12.45  P.M. — Here  comes  a  2+fch  Division  battery  past  Clichy 
towards  Sevran.  It  is  one  of  those  that  leil  Le  Pin 
in  the  morning.  This  is  reassuring  as  to  the  state  of 
things  to  our  south  by  Chellos  and  the  horseshoe.  The 
battery  could  not  well  bo  spared  if  it  were  very  hot  there, 
A  shell — it  must  have  come  from  Fort  Noisy — bursts  in 
the  battery  as  it  traverses  the  space  at  our  feet  between 
Clichy  and  Livty  ;  one  horse — a  detachment,  beast — is 
down,  that  is  all.  They  have  got  the  range  cither  from 
Avron  or  Noisy,  perhaps  from  both.  Where  we  are 
Btanding  is  hot  qnarters  now.  Bang  !  General,  you  are 
not  hurt,  are  you  ?  A  close  shave,  in  ail  conscience,— a 
24  lb.  shell  came  right  in  amongst  us,  alighting  among 
the  stacked  arms  of  a  picket,  and  sending  the  needle- 
guns  flying  right  and  left,  and  for  that  mutter  tlie  men 
too  ;  not  a  soul  hart,  bat  all  smothered  with  gravel  and 
mad.    I  don't  care  about  a  piece  for  a  sonvenir,  thank 


yon,  HeiT   Lieutenant.      I  Bhan't  forget  the  s 

harry.     Are  yon  a  married  man,  General  Montbe  ? 

1  P.M. — Our  firing  is  telling.  The  batteries  on  tlie  Le 
Bonrget  chauuee  are  shutting  up.  They  are  retreat- 
What  ia  that  burst  of  black  smoke  behind  them? 
The  French  most  be  trying  to  bum  Le  Bourget.  They 
hace  sncceededso  far;  there  is  a  jet  of  fire,  but  the  place 
most  be  washed,  surely,  in  the  composition  ballet-girlB 
use  for  their  skirts — it  won't  take  to  burning  kindly.  I 
snppose  it  ia  the  wet  straw  that  raises  so  dense  a  smoke. 
'.M. — A  lull.  The  French  must  be  changing  posi- 
tjon.  The  lull  is  only  on  their  side,  onrs  is  pegging 
away  as  if  driven  by  steam.  There  are  the  Le  Bourget 
batteries  again,  much  nearer  the  village  ;  they  must  have 
limbered  np  and  been  falling  back,  and  aaddenly  unlim- 
bered  again. 

1.45  P.M. — There  ia  a  gap  in  the  line  of  batteries  on 
the  right  of  Drancy.  The  centre  batteries  seem  to  have 
dropped  out,  Wliat  ia  the  artillery  order  ?  If  it  was 
cavalry,  I  should  say  they  were  retiring  by  coiumns  of 
troops  from  the  centre.  The  flank  batteries  have  wakened 
np  again  a^  liot  as  ever — to  cover  the  moTements  of  the 
others,  no  doubt. 

2-30  P.M. — French  all  but  silenced,  and  in  full  retreat. 
All  the  firing  we  now  see  is  our  gnns  milling  away  steadily 
}  if  paid  by  the  piece,  and  tte  French  forts  of  de  I'Est, 
du  Nord,  and  Anbervilliers.  In  the  distance,  under  the 
hill  of  Ecouen,  which  shuts  in  the  horizon,  I  see  smoke 
rising.  Perhaps  Dugny  or  Gagny  may  have  been  fired. 
Perhaps  a  shell  has  lodged  in  a  straw-stack. 

S  P.M. — Hardly  anything  audible  to  onr  north  front.  Noise 
still  from  direction  of  Montfermeil,  Chelles,  and  the 
aonth.  The  neighbourhood  of  Clichy,  for  the  time,  seema 
to  be  attracting  exceptionally  hot  fire.  Sheila  are  falling 
a  the  slope  below  ns  with  disagreeable  frequency. 
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3,4-5  P.M. — Everything  quieter.  Tbo  General  thinka  of 
going  ont  towards  Baincy,  and  1  shall  accompany  him. 

Erening. — To  save  to-day's  post,  I  this  afternoon  tore  from 
Riy  note-book  the  memoranda  made  from  honr  to  hour 
of  the  artillery  battle  which  had  been  raging  from  an 
eitrly  hoar,  and  sent  them  on  just  as  I  had  jotted  them 
down.  I  scarcely  like  to  reflect  on  the  manner  in  which 
they  must  have  read,  if  indeed  they  could  have  been 
read  at  all,  but  as  they  were  all  I  had  on  which  to  base 
a  connected  narrative,  the  want  of  them  forbids  that 
undertaking  now. 

The  visit  to  Raincy,  which  waa  contemplated  when  I  sent 
off  my  firat  parcel,  was  not  carried  ont.  Although  in 
other  parts  of  the  line,  at  least  to  tbo  northward,  the 
firing  seemed  to  be  dying  away  as  the  twilight  came 
on,  shells  continued  to  be  thrown  towards  Clichy,  with 
perhaps  greater  frequency  than  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
afternoon.  Abont  five  o'clock  the  fire  from  the  Grerman 
gnna  abont  Aulnay,  which  had  been  dying  away  aa  it 
ceased  to  evoke  a  response,  suddenly  flared  np  again, 
and  continued  very  brisk  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  It  appeared  to  me  as  if  the  French  were  disposed 
to  halt  at  least  some  of  their  batteries  for  tbe  night  in 
advance  of  the  position  out  of  which  they  had  come  in 
the  morning,  and  tliat  the  warm  fire  of  their  opponents 
WBfl  intended  to  prevent  the  eiecation  of  this  design. 
The  French  gnns,  which  had  been  utterly  silent  for  half 
an  hour,  conlU  not  refrnin  from  replj-ing  to  this  fire, 
however  feebly,  and  thry  were  unlimbered — a  couple  of 
batteries,  in  the  flat  some  distance  to  the  north-eaat  of 
Banbigny,  It  was  very  pretty,  in  the  all  but  darkness, 
to  watch  the  rapid  flashes,  and  the  shells  bursting  in 
tbe  air,  like  a  comet  that  has  knocked  out  hia  brains 
against  some  aiirial  rock.  But  the  pyrotechnic  display 
was  not  of  long  continuance.     Tbe  German  fire  was  too 
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steady  and  rapid  to  admit  of  &  lengthened  illnmination 
of  the  innndation  waters  on  the  part  of  the  French  by 
the  bnrsting  shellB  on  their  margin.  AJ!  grew  silent 
and  dark  again  over  against  Baubigny,  and  it  waa  as  if 
the  French  array — the  forts,  whose  grey  embrasures 
■were  visible  in  the  daylight,  the  serried  batteries 
of  artillery  which  had  maintained  their  share  of  the 
day's  din  with  so  mnch  spirit,  and  the  dense  battalions 
of  infantry,  men  who  had   done  nothing  all    day  bnt 

.  hold  themselves  in  reserve — as  if  ail  these  were  blotted 
off  the  black  face  of  the  night.  But  not  for  long.  From 
the  far-off  firing  platform    of  Fort  de  I'Est  suddenly 

I  flashed  out  the  electric  light,  followed  by  a  flash  that 
heralded  the  dull  thnd  which,  as  it  seemed  qnite  a 
minnte  after,  struck  the  ear.  At  what  de  I'Est  was 
firing  we  conld  not  tell — if  indeed  at  anything,  and  not 
in  pursnanc*  of  that  Gascon  custom  to  which  the  Paris 
forts  are  addicted  of  having  the  "  last  word"  in  every 
affair,  no  matter  what  its  issne.  Presently  there  rose 
againat  the  sky  another  light  farther  south — directly 
between  Clichy  and  Paris — a  whole  chain  of  light  so 
nnmerons  that  they  blended  a^  in  one  great  fire,  and 

.  made  tho  heavens  bright  above  them.  These  were  the 
bivouac  fires  of  the  French  camping  in  the  open  in  the 
position  they  had  taken  up  on  the  previous  night,  their 
right  resting  on  Bondy,  their  left  on  Baubigny.  There 
they  lie — foiled  indeed  in  whatever  they  contemplated 
to-day,  if  it  was  of  an  actively  offensive  nature,  but  still 
atubboroly  refo.'iing  to  relinqnish  it.  They  are  at  hand 
Einything.  To-morrow  their  infantry  may  be  raging 
against  the  needle-guns  of  the  Saxons  lying  before  ns 
1  Raincy.  To-morrow  their  6eld  artillery,  changing 
it«  direction,  and  backed  by  Avron,  may  be  pounding 
inconveniently  into  Montfermeil.  To-morrow,  changing 
its  front,  the  Bondy-Baubigny  force  may  be  supporting 
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\  division  farther  to  tbe  south  or  a  hctivy  attack  towards 
Cbelles,  There  they  lie,  at  ali  etents,  the  object  of  aa 
imdetitied  uneasiness,  in  which  there  is  no  trepidation, 
bnt  something  of  nervonsnesa.  Ah,  well,  sufficient  for 
the  day  !8  the  evil  thereof.  What  is  the  raiton  d'ilra 
of  this  great  powder-bnmiiig  demonstration  of  to-day? 
It  coulil  hardly  have  been  intended  as  an  attempt  to 
break  tbroogh.  Speculations  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day  were  various.  It  might  be  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
to  discover,  by  drawing  their  fire,  whether  the  beaiegera 
ivad  any  heavy  artillery  mounted  on  the  works  between 
Sevran  and  Pont  Iblon,  with  future  intentions  towards 
the  forts.  It  might  have  been  that,  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  railways  being  in  use  as  far  as  Gonesse  and 
Sevran,  the  speculation  might  have  been  ventured 
that  to  these  termini  were  centring  the  siege  guns,  and 
that  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  the  infantry  might  get 
the  chance  of  making  a  dash  on  an  eicploring  and 
destroying  expedition.  Bnt,  in  my  opinion,  the  cue  wEts 
given  to  the  motive  of  the  day's  work  in  the  tennB  of  ft 
communication  made  by  General  von  Montbe,  at  his 
hospitable  dinner-table.  All  day  long  heavy  columns  of 
French  infantiy,  massed  on  and  about  the  slope  of  Avron, 
and  as  far  forward  aa  Ncuilly,  had  been  threatening  the 
gap  of  Chellcs.  I  believe  I  have  already  referred  to  thie 
alluvial  tract  as  the  probable  area  of  a  sortie.  It  presents 
several  obvious  advantages.  It  is  quite  flat,  is  open  in 
the  topographical  sense  all  the  way  to  Lagny — all  the 
way  to  Chalons  for  that  matter — and  the  French,  holding 
Nenilly  aa  they  do,  already  sit  astride  of  the  flat  country, 
and  can  make  their  dispositions  without  annoyance  or 
exposure  on  the  same  level  as  their  succeeding  opera- 
tions. Then  there  is  no  river  to  cross.  But  for  that 
(Somewhat  sturdy  obstacle,  the  Saxons,  there  would  be  a 
etntight  run  home  unobstructed  by  water  or  broken 
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ground  all  the  way,  as  I  have  said,  to  Lagny;  and 
behind  a  sallying  force  there  stands  up  the  formidable 
Avron,  a  most  jndicionB  bottle-holder,  and  something 
more.  No  doubt  there  are  disadvantages  to  set  against 
all  these  advantages.  This  world  is  a  vale  of  crosses, 
»na  nobody  can  expect  to  have  it  all  his  own  way.  The 
bluff  of  Uontfermeil  enfilades  a  force  coming  up  the  flat 
towards  Chelles  as  soon  as  it  shows  out  from  Neuilly. 
The  height  behind  Chelles  looks  direct  in  the  face  of 
any  such  force ;  and,  owing  to  circumstances  attribut- 
able to  the  Germans,  any  contemplation  of  a  hostile 
force  on  the  port  of  the  heights  of  Chelles  would  not  be 
eo  liarmlesB  as  normally  is  the  case.  These  heights,  too, 
narrow  the  fair  way  considerably,  and  from  the  outset 
it  is  the  reverse  of  too  large.  Still,  I  have  wondered 
that  the  French,  who  have  essayed  far  less  eligible 
ground  for  a  sortie  in  a  physical  sense,  should  not  have 
tried  this.  It  was  clear  that  I  was  nut  alone  in  my 
opinion,  for  Chelles  was  the  line  taken  by  the  24th 
Division  artillery  this  morning  from  Le  Pin.  The 
French  columns — a  whole  division  it  was  known — 
showed  opposit*  the  gap,  ready  to  throw  themselves 
into  it.  Bat  they  knew  of  old  the  resalts  of  a  concen- 
tration at  any  point  of  the  deadly  field  artJllBry  of  the 
Germans.  Had  they  come  on  directly,  and  with  no 
diversion,  what  would  have  hindered  it,  but  that  the 
Saxon  batteries  from  the  Mame  to  the  inundations,  the 
Qoords  batt«ries  from  Livry  to  Gouesse,  should  have 
been  watting  there  for  them  across  the  throat  of  the  gap 
at  Chelles,  and  on  the  crest  of  Montfermeil  ?  Where- 
fore was  made  a  great  artillery  demonstration,  snp- 
ported  with  infantry,  to  look  in  earnest  on  the  nortb- 
eaetern  face,  in  the  hopes  to  draw  off  the  artillery  from 
the  Chelles  positions,  and  leave  the  coast  comparatively 
dear  for  an  attack.     The  plan  might  have  succeeded 
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with  a  weaker  artillet7  thau  that  possessed  'by  the  Gi 
— that  it  did  not,  aa  it  was  partiollj  successful,  I 
quite  prepared  to  assert.  Anyhow,  the  French  divi. 
sion,  about  two  o'clock,  thought  itself  jnstiBed  in  advanc- 
ing to  the  attack  up  the  northern  bank  of  the  Mame. 
What  happened  is  to  me  as  yet  involved  in  obaourity. 
The  sequeoee  of  General  Montbe's  communication  was, 
that  after  a  good  deal  of  fighting  up  to  about  half-past 
four  the  French  had  not  succeeded  in  gaining  any 
ground,  and  had  then  slowly  fallen  back  into  their  old 
position  behind  NeuiUy.  Kow,  however,  when  I  come 
to  head-quarters  here,  I  find  no  concealment  made  of 
what  seems  to  be  an  asHtired  fact,  that  Viile  Evrart  and 
La  Maison  Blanche,  the  two  keys  to  tlia  Prussian  outr 
post  line  athwart  the  alluvial  plain,  were  taken  this 
afternoon  by  the  French  and  are  now  held  by  them ; 
and  that  there  is  a  design  of  retaking  them  to-night 
under  cover  of  the  dnrknesa.  It  lends  colour  to  this 
that  the  Saxon  batterieR  lent  to  the  Ooards  for  Anlnay 
should  hare  passed  Clichy  before  I  left  it,  ou  their 
way  towards  Chellea,  accompanied  by  a  battalion  of 
infantry ;  and  the  movcnaeut  indicates  iu  any  case  an 
expectation  on  the  part  of  the  OennauB  that  the  hot 
work  to-morrow  will  be  in  the  latter  neighbourhood.  I 
have  heard  as  yet  neither  tidings  nor  firing,  It  will  bo 
morning  before  I  can  obtain  any  further  intelligence. 
I  only  hope  General  Montbe's  version  is  the  right  one, 

Slany  circumstances  have  occurred  during  this  campaign 
tending  to  imperil  the  continued  existence  of  the 
Geneva  Convention.  Another  lias  occurred  to-night. 
The  French  have  collected  their  woandcd  in  the  village 
of  Bendy — fearrnlly  wounded  most  of  them  must  be, 
for  shell-splinters  do  not  make  neat  holes 
Bondy  being  in  a  tine  with  the  front  of  their  positio 
and  one  of  the  keys  to  it  in  the  event  of  that  positii 
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being  asgaolted,  they  hnve  mn  wp  tlie  red  cross,  and 
doabtless  there  would  be  the  cry  of  "brutes  and  bar- 
barians "  if  that  CToes  were  not  respected.  It  has  not 
been  fired  on,  bat  none  the  less  it  is  a  flagrant  abuse 
of  the  terms  of  the  Convention,  which  stipnlatea  ex- 
pressly that  no  Feld  Lazarette  shaU  be  erected  in  a 
position  too  near  the  front  or  of  value  in  a  militaiy  sense. 

■  Neither  side  has  stack  closely  to  this  definition,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  each  had  stories  of  asserted  atroci- 
ties  to  narrate  against  the  other.  Speaking  of  wounded, 
OUT  losses  at  Clichy  during  the  day  consisted  of  a  field- 
postman's  foot  damaged,  a  soldier  severely  wounded  by 
a  splinter,  and  a  KrankentragBr  cut  in  two  by  a  shell. 
The  total  losses  on  the  German  side  mnst  have  been 
very  small,  and  I  cannot  think  the  French  have  suffered 
at  all  severely. 

It  may  not  be  new  to  your  readers  that  the  repreaentatives 
of  the  British  National  Society  at  Meanx  have  wisely 
thought  it  their  duty  to  break  through  fJie  trammels  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  once  to  administer  to  the 
pressing  wants  of  the  hordes  of  French  prisoners  pars- 
ing through  Lagny  on  their  way  to  Germany.  One 
must  visit  Lagny  to  appreciate  the  character  of  these 
needs.  I  was  told  of  one  batch  that  came  ia  so 
ravenous  with  hunger,  that  the  men  grubbed  in  the 
gutter  after  turnip-topa  and  bones,  and  tamed  over  dirt 
heaps  in  search  for  stray  cmsts  of  bi^ad.  At  Meaox, 
when  the  train  containing  these  unfortunates  passed 
through,  the  Society  people  threw  haras  into  the  car- 
riages,  which  were  seized  and  worried  by  the  ravenous 
men  as  dogs  worry  bonea.  Between  wounded  and 
prisoners,  the  Prassian  organization  for  the  time  broke 
down.  It  is  little  wonder.  The  avert^e  daily  quota  of 
prisoners  from  the  1st  up  to  the  17th  was  1,000  men  j 
the  number  of  wounded  averages    little  less.      Lagny 
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did  its  best,  but  \t  is  never  a  great  place,  and  its 
resources  have  beon  severely  taxed  for  months  past. 
The  cry  of  the  great  difitress  reached  Meaux,  and 
Captain  Neville  and  his  coUeopnes  could  not  withstand 
it.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Bamntjton  Kennett  came  on  to 
Lagny  with  twenty  huge  cnsea  ol'  preserved  meat,  next 
day  followed  Captain  Neville  with  200  leviathan  loaves. 
Mr.  Krnnett  was  left  in  chaise  of  the  arrangements, 
and  every  one  speaks  in  terms  of  enthusiasm  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  accomplished  what  he  set  him- 
self to  do.  The  Prussian  organization  has  righted 
again — it  is  never  long  on  its  broadside— and  now  it 
has  been  arranged  that  every  prisoner  on  his  way 
tbrongh  shall  receive  a  lump  of  bacon  and  another  of 
bread,  while  the  British  Society,  in  case  of  another 
collapBe,  keep  in  reserve  a  store  of  preserved  meat  and 
bread  for  administration  in  that  event.  The  horrors  of 
Lagny  for  the  month  transcend  all  imagination.  Fancy 
an  average  of  1,000  wonnded  men  pouring  in  day  by 
day — a  Jfresh  thoasand  every  day — unfed,  their  wounds 
nndressod,  bitter  cold,  and  jolted  almost  to  distraction. 
There  is  no  hospital  in  the  place.  No  hospital,  had  it 
been  as  big  as  new  St.  Thomas's  twice  over,  would  have 
sufficed.  Sheds,  honses,  railway  vans,  the  lamp-room  iB 
the  railway  station,  the  church,  the  Mairie,  were  tamed 
into  hospitals.  I  saw  one  court-yard  on  which  opened 
foar  or  five  squalid  rooms.  Into  these  eighty  wonnded 
Bavarians  had  perforce  to  be  placed  for  the  night,  aup- 
perless,  firelesa — hopeless,  I  should  think,  in  their  utter 
misery.  In  one  day  came  1,800  wounded,  nearly  100 
of  whom  were  officers.  The  men  were  put  into  the 
church — there  was  no  other  place  for  them.  During  the 
night  a  certain  man  wfl.fl  wanted  particularly  for  some 
reason.  Diligent  search  was  made  for  him  among  the 
masses  of  wounded  men,  but  it  was  like  looking  for  a 
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needle  in  a  bnndle  of  hay.  The  Be&rcli  was  nnsnc- 
cessfiil.  As  you  walk  about  the  streets  of  Lagny  yoa 
are  continually  meeting'  strange  "  mounted  men."  No, 
il  ia  a  man  on  the  back  of  another,  the  man  carried 
having  B  leg  swathed  in  faondageB.  Novr  comes  a  pair 
carrying  a  man  in  what  boj's  call  a  king's  chair.  All 
are  on  their  way  to  the  station,  the  platform  of  which 
is  continually  littered  with  &kind  of  luggage  that  makes 
one's  heart  ache.  There,  at  fell  length  on  the  litter,  lie 
the  poor  broken  fellows,  looking  up  at  yon  with  their 
great,  calm,  patient  eyes.  I  saw  a  clumsy  fellow  tumble 
over  one  of  the  prostrate  formB,  and  all  the  chiding  he 
received  was  a  wan  pinched  smile.  There  is  a  lady  at 
Lagny  whose  name  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
gold  wherever  are  recorded  the  names  of  devoted  phi- 
lanthropists— Madame  Simon,  the  lady  superintendent 
of  the  Saxon  ambulances.  Day  and  night  baa  this  noble 
woman  wrestled  with  the  torrent  of  human  misery  thab 
has  surged  upon  Lagny  since  the  beginning  of  the  month. 

The  church  of  Lagny  has  coine  to  strange  uses  :  last  week 
a  refuge  for  1,700  wounded  men;  two  nights  ago  the 
barracks  for  1,000  Bavarians— a  new  draft  pressing  to 
the  front ;  lust  night  the  prison-house  of  some  1,200 
Frenchmen.  I  went  among  tliem  into  the  stench— 
etench  and  scene  reminding  me  of  the  church  of  Don- 
chfiry  the  day  aftor  Sedan.  Most  of  the  prisoners  I  saw 
were  boys — some  the  merest  children,  unable  to  carry  a 
gun,  much  less  to  use  one.  Their  gnards  wore  veiy  kind 
and  gentle  with  them,  poor  wretches  ;  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  bo  harsh  with  creatures  so  utterly  down  and 
crushed. 

Forepott,  Foreit  of  Bondy,  be/ore  Clichy,  Sec.  22. — The 
frencb  are  humbugs.  I  made  sure  that,  in  the  language 
of  Art«mns  Ward,  we  were  going  to  liave  a  "file" 
to-day.     Instead  of  this  everything  ia  decently  quiet — 
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not  altogether  so,  bat  quiet  enough  to  allow  of  a  soldier 
obtaining  hie  meals  by  the  application  of  fire — which  is 
something.  This  morning,  beforo  leJiving  head-quarters, 
I  obtained  information  as  regarded  the  positions  before 
Chellea,  which  Batisfied  m.e  that  General  von  Montbe 
had  been  wrong  in  the  cauleur  de  rose  view  he  took  of 
the  position  of  the  posts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La 
Maison  Blanche  (an  old  friend  of  mine)  and  Ville 
Evrart.  Indeed  I  had  heard  yesterday  afternoon, 
although  not  from  bead- quarters,  that  the  French  had 
taken  these  positions,  but  too  late  to  include  the  infor- 
mation in  my  letter.  It  appears  that  at  sis  o'clock  last 
night  the  whole  of  the  lOCth  Saxon  Regiment  simul- 
taneonsly  fell  upon  Yille  E  vrart  and  La  Maison  Blanche. 
The  latter,  an  outpost,  was  fivst  taken.  Tho  capture, 
including  a  major  and  five  officers,  the  former  of  whom 
must  have  been  making  the  rounds,  and  about  fifly  men. 
Ville  Evrart  followed,  but  it  contained  500  or  more 
defenders,  who  were  all  made  prisoners.  One  of  the 
enclosures  in  the  rear  of  the  building  still  remained  for 
the  night  in  tho  hands  of  the  French ;  but  in  the 
morning  the  Sasons  got  possession  west  of  this.  This 
morning  the  French  looked  very  threatening  for  the 
time ;  they  sent  forward  about  two  batteries  against 
Chelles,  which  coalesced  with  the  troops  yet  remaining 
in  Ville  Evrart.  Ent  a  hot  lire  fi-om  JToisy-Ie- Grand  and 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  Ijctween  it  and  Goumay 
was  enough  to  cause  a  retreat  with  some  precipitation. 
I  would  desire  to  describe  my  present  position,  but 
time  will  not  serve.  I  must  mention,  however,  that  Le 
Bonrgot  was  retaken  yesterday  afternoon — I  am  told 
that  it  never  waa  altogether  lost— by  the  same  regiment 
of  the  Guards  who  originally  occupied  it,  along  with 
reinforcements,  and  that  about  300  prisoners  fell  to 
their  lot,      I   may   also   state  that   the   head- quarters' 


THE  FRESCir  AT  BOyDY. 


estimate  of  the  French  loss  fur  yesterday  is  about  3,000 
killed  and  wounded  ;  bat  I  think  this  mast  be  an  over- 
calculation.  The  French  infantry  seem  to  have  retired 
in  part  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bondy,  where,  how- 
ever, still  flies  the  red-cross  Bag.  I  can  see  the  men  quite 
easily  without  a  glass,  going  about  their  cooking  and 
other  avocations.  We  are  led  to  expect  that  the  bom- 
bardment of  Mont  Avron  from  the  batteries  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Montfermeil  will  commence  to-morrow. 

Font  Iblon,  in  front  [qf  Qoneeae,  December  28, — The  air 
was  clearer  yesterday  than  on  any  day  within  my 
recollection  since  I  have  been  before  Paris.  From  the 
iidvanced  forepost  in  the  Forest  of  Bondy,  from  whicb 
I  looked  out  upon  the  beantifal  panorama,  Montmartre 
did  not  seem  two  miles  off.  I  could  discern  the  windows 
of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Denis  far  round  on  the  right 
front.  Bondy,  directly  in  our  front,  seemed  so  close 
that  yon  might  almost  send  a  stone  the  length  of  its 
church  steeple,  and  yet  the  French  were  in  it,  although 
they  kept  very  qniet  and  oat  of  sight.  Still,  occafiionaUy 
a  few  were  to  bo  seen  '*  prowling  about,"  and  the 
emoke  which  hnng  in  the  air  behind  Bondy  marked  their 
camp  fires.  On  the  left  front  was  the  abrapt  rise  of 
the  long  ridge  crowned  by  Forts  Noisy  and  Rosny ; 
right  between  na  and  the  latter  is  the  lower  binnt-headed 
summit  which  we  have  learned  to  detest  under  the  name 
of  Mont  AvTon.  Noisy  at  intervals  is  vfreatbing  itself 
in  white  smoke,  which  shows  out  in  fine  contrast  against 
the  bine  horizon.  As  yoD  natch  it  and  the  whole 
picture  spread  out  before  yon  in  its  loveliness,  it  is 
diffionlt  indeed  to  realize  that  the  foreground  is  foil 
of  fighting  men,  and  that  the  smoke  is  the  signal  that 
a  deadly  missile  has  been  sent  hurtling  through  the  air. 
But  here  comes  something  to  remind  yon  that  smiles 
and  peace  are  not  synonymous.     Carr^  him  gently  over 
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^H          the  rough  ^roand — ah  1    I  fear,  from  the  look  of  him,  he 
^1               will   not  long  feel  whether  he  is  liandled  roughly  or 
^M               tenderly.      That  shell  you  heard  explode  in  the  foro- 
^H               ground  tore  half  his  hip   away  as   he   stood   leaning 
^^1                  againat  the  wall;  he  is  quivering  with  incipient  tetanus, 
^H               and  tho  blood  is  dripping  on  to  the  ground  as  it  soaks 
H               through  the  canvas  of    the   stretcher.     How   touderly 
^M               Colonel  Dietrich  speaks  to  the  poor  fellow  !    Ah.  colonel, 
^1               no  wonder  that  you  sigh  and  turn  away  at  tliat  faint 
^1               reply  to  your  question,  "  Landwehrmann,  Herr  Oberat."       ^^ 
^M               In  that  word,  "  Landwehrmann,"  uttered  by  that  poor      ^H 
^1               bleeding  soldier,  is  a  volame  of  meaning.    It  weans  a      ^^M 
^^1               widow  and  orphans,  a  shattered  home,  the  breadwinner      ^^H 
^1               of  a  family  struck  down.     Tbere  were  gay  lads  stand-      ^^M 
^H               ing  about,  brisk  young  regulars,  and  eighteen-year-oid     ^^M 
^H               Yolnnteers  ;    but   the  sbell    spares  them   and    whizzes     ^^M 
H               straight  on  to  the  man  who  haa  mouths  to  fill.     How     ^H 
^B               one  feels  to  hate  war,  as  the  Krankentriiger  carries  the     ^^H 
^1                man  out  of  our  sight                                                                  ^^H 
^1           The  whole  regiinent^the  103rd— is  on  the  foreposts  to     ^H 
^H               watch  the  French,  and  there  is  a  squeeze  in  the  little     ^^| 
^H               huta   which   have   been    run   up   to   shelter  the    men.      ^^| 
H               Strange   dog-holes   they  are  !     The  men  are  lying  so     ^| 
^H                close  that  it  seams  in  places  they  are  in  layers  among 

^1               nearly  aa  full  as  are  the  huts  of  tho  men,     There  is  a 

^H               and  yon  cannot  discern  clearly  the  features  of  the  man      ^^| 
^1               sitting  opposite  to  you.     Faintly  it  is  apparent  that  he     ^H 
^H               is  eating  sausage  with  a  pockeUknife.     Yes,  that  is  a     ^^| 
^1               tumblerfnl  of  neat  rum  winch  he  is  tendering  yon.     It     ^H 
^H               is  BO  strong  that  it  would  bring  the  water  to  your  eyes,     ^^| 
^H               only  that  the  wood  smoke  has  done  so  long  ago.     Some-     ^^H 
^H               body  is  asleep— at  least  vociferons  snoring  ought  to  be     ^^| 
^1               an  indication  of  sleep.     He  must  have  tried  very  hard     ^H 
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to  sleep,  else  lie  could  not  have  been  saccessfnl  in  ttie 
din.  But,  then,  remember  that  thia  regiment  has  been 
on  this  forepost  duty  without  a  break  for  three  whole 
days,  and  your  wonder  will  not  be  that  one  ciui  deep, 
bnt  that  the  whole  are  not  asleep. 

Here  comes  the  orderly  with  the  welcome  order  that  the 
relief  is  coming,  and  we  shall  get  to  dinner  in  Major  von 
Schonberg'a  chiLteau.  The  good  major  is  in  great  fettle. 
He  has  a  wife  in  Sasonland — a  lady  for  whom  1  have 
an  intense  respect,  although  I  do  not  know  her,  I 
respect  her  for  two  reasons,  first,  because  she  is  the 
major's  wife,  secondly,  because  kIis  has  hod  the  thought- 
fulness  to  send  her  Lofiband — by  the  field-post  of  course 
—a  couple  of  barrels  of  Bavarian  beer.  These  barrels 
are  ever  in  the  major's  mind,  and  on  his  tongue.  He 
ahonta,  "  Hurrah  jfor  the  barrels  !  "  when  the  orderly 
brings  the  tidings  of  the  relief. 

The  relief  arrived,  we  returned  to  the  chateau,  and  spent 
a  delightful  evening.  The  beer  tamed  out  perfection. 
There  was  a  lack  of  beds  in  the  chateau,  which,  how- 
ever, as  regarded  myself,  was  supplemented  with  charac- 
teristic SaioD  courtesy.  A  captain  gave  up  to  me  his 
bed,  and  slept  himself  on  the  straw  on  the  floor.  About 
four  in  the  morning  I  was  awakened  by  a  shake  on  the 
ahonlder.  As,  half  awake,  I  looked  up,  there  stood  over 
me,  looming  very  largo,  an  Uhlan,  with  his  throat 
wrapped  up  in  many  and  preternatural  ly- com  plicated 
folds  of  comforter.  Ho  banded  me  a  paper,  and  shoved 
a  candle  onder  my  nose.  Wtiat  conid  the  man  mean? 
Was  thia  an  order  for  my  immediate  eiecution,  or  had 
that  rich  ninety-third  cousin  died  and  lofl  mo  his  heir  ?  I 
sleepily  read  over  the  paper,  and  found  it  was  an  order 
to  turn  out  at  once  and  march  my  company,  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Sevran. 
Where  was  my  company?    Who  had  a  right  to  order 
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na — a   free-bom  British  Chrietian,  and  a  neutral — thos 
peremptory  to  turn  out  in  ao  cold  a  morning  7     All  at 
once  I  remembered  I  was  in  the  captain's  bed,  and  the   i 
sagacions  idea  occurred  to  me  that  the  order  must  be  ii 
tended  for  him.    So  it  turned  out,  and  the  captain  did  the   , 
Bam£.     There  was  a.  gen.cral  turn  out.    The  '2nd  Brigade  1 
of  the  23rd  Division  consists  of  the  102nd  and  103rd   ' 
Regiments,  and  there  being,  it  seemed,  symptoms  that  ] 
the  restless  French  contemplated  another  attack  oi 
Bourget,  tliis  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  to  Sevran,  I 
to  stand  there  in  reserve  in  case  they  shonld  be  wanted.   ! 
On  wo  went,  through  the  fiercely  cold  morning  air — tha  ] 
breaths  freezing  into  spangles  on  the  beards,  and  littla  I 
icicles  forming  on  the  tips  of  the  moustaches.     Every-  | 
thing    seemed    quiet.      In    Livry  we  met   the   Saxon  I 
Sohiitzea  Regiment  going  on  to  strengthen  the  Bondy  ' 
foreposte.     How  well  their  black  plumes  looked  in  the 
grey  light  of  the  early  morning  1     Livry,  save  for  them, 
was  empty.     A  couple  of  forlorn  turkeys,  ready  plucked 
for  Christmas,  hnng  mournfully  in  a  markelender't  win- 
dow.    The  customers  had  gone  away,  and  might  never 
come  back.     When    the   brigade  reached  the   halting 
ground  all  was  still  quiet.     Tliere  was  nothing  to  be 
seen,  and  therefore  I  rode  forward  through  Sevrau  and 
Aulnay.     Between  these  villages  the  emplaeemejiU  for 
the  field  guns  were  all  appropriately  occupied,  and  the 
gunners  stood  at  their  posts ;  no  infantry  was  to  bo  seen. 
But  as  soon  as  I  cleared  Aulnay,  and  got  up  the  gentle 
rise  on  the  top  of  which  runs  the  great  Lille  road,  which 
passes  through  Le  Bourget,  it  was  apparent  how  thorough 
were  the  preparations.     There  were  in  position  six  or 
eight  batteries  of  artillery  all  along  the  rear   of  the 
inundations,  and  on  the  slope  rising  behind  Le  Blanc 
Mesuil  and  Pont  Iblon,     Farther  back  stood  other  batta- 
lions in  reserve.   The  great  road  itself  was  clear  :  I  could 
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see  along  it  right  into  Le  Bonrget,  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
the  front.  But  right  and  left  of  it  stood  the  battalions 
of  infantry,  eleven  of  them,  the  whole  of  the  2nd  Division 
of  the  Guards.  Here  stood  the  pink  and  pride  of  the 
Praesian  army — the  Kaiser  Franz,  Kaiser  Aleiander, 
Konigin  Elizabeth,  and  Konigin  Angusta  regiments. 
The  Klizabeths  had  one  battalion  away  oat  to  the  front 
there,  holding  Le  Bonrget,  and  have  only  two  battalions 
on  the  gTonnd  here.  The  artillery  consisted  of  that  be- 
lon^ng  to  the  2iid  Division,  and  also  of  the  artillery 
division  of  the  Grand  Army  Corps.  At  the  cross-roads, 
as  I  ride  on,  there  meets  me  a  quaint  little  figure,  with 
a  knot  of  officers  behind  him.  His  head  seems  literally 
"  in  a  bag ;' '  one  can  eee  nothing  but  a  pair  of  keen  eyes 
and  a  pair  of  white  monstacbes.  Don't  laugh  at  the 
fimny-looking  old  man :  yoa  see  before  you  a  soldier 
than  whom  there  is  not  a  gallanter  in  all  the  O-erm&n 
hosts — one  who,  though  a  general,  ever  Insta  to  be  in 
iha  thick  of  the  fray,  fighting  with  his  own  good  sword. 
The  owner  of  the  white  mooatacbe  is  General  von  Bnd- 
ritzki,  the  Commander  of  the  2nd  Division  of  the  Guards, 
the  general  with  whom  rests  the  dispositionB  of  the  day. 
He  tells  me,  as  I  halt  for  a  goasip  with  his  staff,  that  he 
Jeart  there  will  be  no  fighting  to-day.  It  is  clear  he 
is  longing  for  a  brush  with  the  troops  who  gave  him  so 
much  trouble  on  the  30th  of  Ociober,  when  it  fell  to  him 
to  retake  Le  Boui^t.  That  Bame  Le  Bonrget — ont  to 
the  front  on  the  farther  side  of  the  inundation — seems 
to  stand  strangely  isolated.  If  the  Qaecn  Elizabeths 
occupying  it  look  behind — a  custom  they  are  not  ad- 
dicted to — it  most  have  a  tendency  to  make  them 
nervona  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  supports 
all  the  way  back  to  Pont  Ihlon.  But  behind  Pont  Iblon 
there  are  supports  enough  in  all  conscience.  Depend  on 
it,  the  Elizabeths  will  stick  ta  Le  Bourget  as  long  a« 
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they  can ;  nnd  if  they  have  to  fall  back,  they 

entice  the  French  forward  into  the  half-burnt,  halE- 
shattereil  man-trap.  A  French  occupation  of  Le  Boor- 
get,  always  temporary,  simply  means  so  many  French 
prison  era, 

It  ia  now  one  o'clock,  and  looking  forward  towards  Drancy 
I  see  no  move  on  the  part  of  the  French,  whose  fires 
are  smoking  in  front  of  Banbigny.  Behind  uh,  in  Pont 
Iblon,  there  stand  the  Guards,  waiting  in  the  cold  for 
whatever  tnay  torn  np.  I  think,  for  my  own  part,  that 
nothing  will  turn  up,  and  that  we  shall  all  go  home  to 
dinner.  I  know  Major  von  Sclibnherg  is  thinking  of 
the  beer  aj:;ain   as  he  stands  in   that  brceny  meadow 


The  chief  loss  of  the  day  before  yesterday  was  sustained 
by  the  Ist  Battalion  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Regiment, 
old  friends  and  good  friends  of  mine.  The  battalion, 
which  your  readers  may  remember  headed  the  atUick 
which  retook  Le  Boui'get  on  the  30th  of  October,  has 
again  had  terrible  reason  to  remember  that  village.  Of 
its  remnant  of  officers  left,  five  more  went  down  the  day 
tiefore  yesterday,  and  117  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
"The  chieT,  Haoptmann  von  Altrock,  seems  to  bear  a 
-charmed  life.  He  had,  on  the  30th  October,  fonrteen 
bullet-holes  through  his  loose  mackintosh,  and  not  a  single 
wound.  The  day  before  yesterday  his  officers  fell  around 
him,  but  lie  never  was  touched.  I  have  to  record  a 
BOvere  mishap  to  a  very  dear  friend,  young  Freiherr  von 
Brockdorff,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Kaiser  Frauz  Regiment, 
and  the  nephew  of  General  von  Moltke.  He  was  shot 
through  the  chest  near  the  close  of  the  action  of  the  day 
before  yesterday.  A  bi-ighter  lad  T  never  knew.  He 
was  a  slu'lcnt  at  college,  in  Berlin,  when  the  war  broke 
out,  nnd  joined  the  army  at  once.  He  had  won  his  com- 
mission and  the  iron  cross.    Kow  the  war  has  brought 
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im  Bometliing  else.  I  have  jnst  seen  him.  He  is  lying 
nearly  comatose,  and  very  weaJc.  He  believes  it  was 
the  epUotcr  of  a  shell  that  drills  the  ja^ed  hole  in  his 
Bide ;  hut  I  thiok  it  must  have  been  a  stray  Chassep6t 
bnllet,  or  one  of  tho  mitraillease  halU  which  the  cuiraased 
train  sent  over.  Hia  elder  brother,  a  lieotenant  in  the 
Thnringian  TJhlan  Regiment,  has  been  sent  ronnd  by 
General  von  Moltke  to  see  how  fares  it  with  the  lad.  I 
fear  the  tidings  which  he  will  have  to  take  back  mnet 
be  the  reverse  of  good.  Tho  number  of  prisoners  alto- 
gether taken  on  the  day  before  yesterday  nmonnta  to 
abont  1,000,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  sailors, 
think  I  have  mentioned  that  there  came  into  the  German 
lines,  in  the  region  of  the  12th  Army  Corps,  regular 
files  of  the  Paris  ne  wspapers  by  a  machinery  which  I 
can  only  allude  to.  I  learn  that  there  is  great  reason  to 
saspect  that  the  papers  so  transmitted  are  written  and 
printed  eipressly  for  this  parpose,  and  that  our  "  tmsted 
courier"  is  a  double  traitor.  One  of  the  officers  lately 
Bent  out  from  Paris  saw  there  a  paper  containing  a 
totally  different  list  of  prices  of  provisions  from  that 
contained  in  "  our"  impression  of  the  same  paper  of  the 
same  date.  The  dodge  is  creditable  to  the  cut«ness  of 
the  Parisians.  It  seems  provisions  are  really  much 
dearer  in  Paris  than  we  thought  them.  Everything  still 
qniet.  Probably  the  troops  will  soon  he  sent  bock  to 
quarters.  The  threatening  symptoms,  however,  still 
continue ;  they  are  only  postponed.  As  it  is,  not  a 
single  shot  has  been  fired  to-day  on  either  side  in  my 
hearing.  This,  of  course,  covers  the  statement  that  the 
bombardment  of  Mont  Avron  has  not  begun. 
3targency,  Dec.  28,  Evening. — P.S.  At  two  o'clock  this 
afternoon  the  artillery  duel  recommenced,  and  continued 
till  dark.  The  firing  from  the  forta  and  field  batteries 
at  Drancy  and  Conmeuve  was  very  heavy.     Our  reply 
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was  &om  between  Aolnay  and  Sevran.  Abont  30,000 
French  mfantr;  stood  in  line  from  CotmieaTe  to  Ban- 
bigny,  in  tbe  rear  of  Clichy.  Two  attempts  were  made 
tooasanlt  Le  Bonrget,  bnt  neither  made  any  head.  The 
£^nch  are  still  in  position,  and  receiving  continiied 
reinforcements  by  railway.  The  renewal  of  fighting  is 
expected  to-morrow.  Onr  bombardment  has  not  yet 
began. 


CHAPTER   XVn. 

The  Parisians  had  so  far  ceased  to  believe  in  tbs  militaiy 
capacity  of  their  leaders,  that  the  failure  of  the  sortie  of 
December  21  affected  |  them  much  less  than  might  other* 
wise  hare  been  expected. 
The  Special  Faria  Correspondent  wrot«  on  Christmas 

[  The  Parisians  are  singularly  unlncky  in  their  weather,  and 
bad  lock  pursues  bad  management.  In  their  first  greiit 
Bortie  of  the  30th  November,  the  army  left  all  its  warm 
wrappers  in  Paris ;  there  came  on  a  fierce  cold  with  a  biting 
wind,  and  the  Intendanco  of  the  army  is  so  villanoiis,  that 
it  was  found  impossible  to  proride  the  soldiers  with  their 
warm  clothing,  although  they  were  but  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  Paris,  Alter  a  delay  of  three  weeks,  in  which 
the  weather  was  warm  hat  wet,  and  in  which  it  seemed 
that  the  generals  were  only  waiting  for  the  roads  to  dry 
Had  harden  a  little,  that  the  guns  might  pass  along, 
another  great  sortie  was  attempted  on  the  shortest  day, 
the  2lBt.  It  partly  succeeded,  and  partly  failed;  but 
instantly  another  severe  froat  set  in,  and  the  army  is 
^ain  in  great  difficulties.  This  time,  however,  it  is  not 
80  much  because  the  soldiers  are  ill-clad  that  they  are 
hard  pressed.  They  feel  the  cold  bitterly— it  is  a  very 
trying  time,  bnt  their  coverlete  are  at  hand.  Indeed, 
most  of  the  troops  have  been  made  to  carry  an  extra 
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wrapper  in  the  form  of  a  breastplate.  Their  knapsacks 
are  thi'owu  aside,  and  tfcey  have  a  wrapper  arranged 
fourfold  haaginff  from  their  necka,  tied  with  a  belt 
round  their  waists  and  reaching  down  to  their  legs. 
This  warm  padding  has  -al!  the  advantage  of  a  breast- 
plate in  battle,  and  of  amnffwhen  the  hands  are  idle. 
The  worst  of  the  frost,  which  is  fonr  or  five  degrees 
below  zero  on  the  centigrade  scale,  is  not  at  present  that 
it  chills  the  men,  but  that  it  hardens  the  ground.  The 
ground  ia  like  iron,  and  this  is  terrible,  seeing  that  the 
operations  which  are  now  in  progress  depend  as  much 
on  the  spade  and  the  pickaxe e  ns  on  cannon  lUid 
Chaaserfita, 

In  explaining  to  you  what  ia  being  done,  or  about  to  be 
done,  I  mnst  forewarn  you  that  much  of  what  I  have  to 
Bay  is  mere  inference.  I  have  been  out  to  the  advanced 
posts  all  along  the  line  from  Ville  Evrart  to  Groalfiy.  T 
have  seen  a  good  deal,  and  as  far  as  a  mere  civilian  can  , 
judge,  have  come  to  certain  conclusions,  which  you  will 
take  for  what  they  are  worth.  The  plan  of  operations  is 
moat  carefully  concealed  ;  the  press  ia  silent,  and  one  of 
the  journals,  the  Pafrie,  is  suspended  for  three  days, 
because  last  night  it  ventured  to  speak  of  a  particular 
movement  as  in  progresa.  You  will  not  find  any  two 
persons  here  of  one  mind  as  to  what  Geneml  Trocha 
intends.  Most  persona  tell  me  that  they  have  not  the 
moat  remote  conception  of  what  he  can  be  after:  his 
femouB  plan  is  to  them  a  perfect  puzzle.  A  great  many 
people  say  that  Genei-al  Trochu  has  no  plan  at  all,  and 
that  he  ia  only  attempting  to  amuse  the  Parisians  and 
keep  up  their  spirits  by  a  series  of  fireworks.  The 
Geneml  has  his  faults — he  is  apt  to  be  undecided,  he 
thinks  too  long  and  talks  and  writes  too  mnch  ;  but  he 
is  a  very  able  man,  and  ho  is  too  much  in  earnest  to  be 
capable  of  mere  play.     ladeed,  one  of  the  theories  which 
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I  hear  broached  is  thia — "  Trochu  wantB  to  ba  killed, — 
that  'a  all ;"  and  yoa  ahoold  hear  how  his  sLafi"  speak  of  liis 
intrepidity  on  needJeaa  occasions.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  to  nssnine,  as  so  many  of  his  critica  do,  tliat  General 
Trocha  ie  a  fuol,  because  his  scheme  ia  not  apparent ; 
or  that  hia  army  is  eomposed  of  cowards  becanso  it  is 
not  ancceaaful.  Coleridge  gave  some  wise  advice  when 
he  Bftid,  "  Count  yourself  ignorant  of  a  man's  under- 
standing Dnttl  yoa  understand  bis  ignorance."  Pardon 
me,  therefore,  if  I  venture  to  believe  that  General  Trochn 
is  serions,  and  that  his  operations  are  worthy  of  atten- 
tive study.  The  view  of  them  which  I  now  present  to 
yonr  notice  yoa  will  not  accept  as  authoritative,  but  yon 
can  easily  judge  whether  or  not  it  is  at  least  plausible. 

General  Trochn  is  a  man  of  great  tenacity.  He  is  very 
alow  of  decision — too  slow  j  but  he  holds  to  an  idea  once 
formed  with  extraordinary  firranesa.  It  is  natural  to 
conclude  that,  having  formed  in  hia  own  mind  a  plan 
for  the  deblockade  of  Paris  which  he  could  not  put  into 
eiecution  until  the  tenth  week  of  the  siege,  he  would  be 
nnwilling  to  give  up  what  he  had  taken  so  long  to 
matnre.  If  he  cannot  work  out  liia  idea  in  one  way,  he 
will  try  to  work  it  out  in  another.  Now,  what  waa  his 
idea  ?  Many  persons  will  tell  you  that  he  eiipected  by 
gallant  and  hard  6ghting  to  cut  his  way  through  the 
three  lines  of  circnmvallation  which  the  Prussians  have 
drawn  around  Paris.  This  is  the  idea  which  anggests 
itself  to  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  Frenchmen;  and 
a  good  deal  of  the  language  of  various  generals,  especially 
that  of  General  Ducrot  in  bis  famous  addi-ess  to  the 
army,  goes  to  support  it.  General  Trochu  may  for  a 
moment  have  harboured  the  expectation  that  hia  plan  of 
operationa,  commenced  on  the  29th  of  November,  might, 
by  the  concurrence  of  another  French  army  coming  up 
the  valley  of  the  Seine,  effect  a  scission  of  the  Prussian 
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lines.  Bat  withont  such  help  from  the  ontBide — help 
■which  was  in  any  case  problemiitical,  and  which  became 
more  than  doubtful  in  the  iguoraace  of  the  French 
generals  as  to  their  point  of  junction — General  Trochn 
is  too  cautious  not  to  unJerataud  perfectly  that  nothing 
could  be  more  hazardous  than  to  attempt  to  cut  hia  way 
through  the  Prussian  lines  with  the  Army  of  Paris. 
There  waa  a  chance,  perhaps,  if  the  Army  of  the  Loire 
wore  as  good  as  reported — a  fair  chance  that  the  opera- 
tions he  was  about  to  commence  might  end  in  such  a 
result.  But  it  was  necessary  to  count  on  such  a  result 
only  as  a  possible  surplusage.  In  reality,  General 
Trochu  is  too  good  a  critic  not  to  know  that  the  triple 
line  of  investment  is  inexpugnable  by  direct  attack,  and 
he  is  much  too  wary  to  knock  his  head  against  a  stone 
■wall. 

Wliat,  then,  was  hia  plan,  which  we  may  assume  to  be  still 
his  plan  ?  The  plan,  in  so  far  a.s  it  is  at  all  intelligible, 
is  to  interfere  with  the  commnnications  of  the  investing 
army.  The  Gemrian  army,  notwitligtanding  the  requi- 
sitions which  it  makes  on  the  surrounding  country, 
draws  its  chief  supplies  from  Genuany  by  the  Straeburg 
Railway.  At  Chelles,  upon  the  Marue,  there  is  a  groat 
depftt ;  and  from  this  point  the  convoys  of  provisions 
bifurcate — the  greater  nomber  wending  their  way  south- 
wards, and  then  westward  to  Versailles  and  St.  Germain ; 
while  a  large  portion  wend  their  ■way  northwards  to 
supply  (he  army  north  oi"  Paris.  If  these  convoys  could 
bo  intercepted — if  they  could  be  seriously  troubled — if 
they  could  bo  forced  to  make  a  wide  detour,  the  besieging 
army  would  be  in  a  bad  way.  It  would  ran  short  of 
supplies,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  not  he  easy  for 
the  forces  in  one  direction  to  come  to  the  relief  of  forces 
in  another  direction.  The  idea  of  General  Trochu,  then, 
seems  to  have  been  that  he  would  ran  a  wedge  out  npon 
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r  other  of  the  lines  of  commnnicatioo  loading  from 
the  railway  station  at  ChcUes.  Against  nhiuh  of  the 
lines  would  he  ran  his  wcdgQ  P  He  chose  the  sonthem 
line  of  convoys,  both  because  it  is  the  more  important 
to  the  army  of  inreatment,  and  because  by  seizing  the 
«  which  dominates  the  Mame  at  Yilliers,  he  might 
hope  to  work  his  way  gradually  on  the  heights  of  Sucy- 
Q-Brie,  and  to  Villeneuve  St.  Georges,  In  this  view 
e  had  a  right  to  say  that  Boni^t  waa  of  no  importance 
to  him.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  cut  the  commimJca- 
tions  on  one  side ;  so  be  gave  aJl  bia  attention  to  the 
heights  south  of  the  Miime,  which  have  their  key  at 
ViUiers.  On  the  29th  of  November  he  went  out  to  seize 
e  heights.  His  bridges  broke,  and  he  could  not 
proceed  till  the  following  day,  and  then,  thoogh  his  army 
fought  well,  it  failed.  It  failed  from  a  variety  of  caufies, 
which  it  is  needless  here  to  recapitulate.  The  troops 
■were  withdrawn,  and  now,  after  three  weeks  given  to 
rest  and  reorganization,  they  are  called  upon  for  a  new 
efibrt ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  make  oat,  this  new  eSbrt  ia 
only  a  development  of  the  old  idea  ii^  a  new  direction, 
le  tangible  result  of  the  first  great  sortie  was  that 

t  the  French  troops  came  to  occupy  the  plateau  of  Avron 
'a  advance  of  the  Fort  de  Rosny.     They  have  fortified 

'  it  strongly,  and  mounted  it  with  guns  of  immense  range, 

>  that  reach  even  to  Cbelles.     It  appears  that  General 
Trochn  could  not  give  up  the  idea  of  operating  upon 

'  CheUes,  and  upon  the  convoys  thence  proceeding.  Ho 
had  failed  to  endanger  these  convoys  on  their  southern 
line.  He  has  now  attempted  to  drive  his  wedge  into 
the  northern  line.  Bourget  was  of  no  importance  to 
'  n  according  to  his  original  idea ;  it  is  all-important 
to  him  now  that  he  haa  to  push  this  idea  in  a  new 

-  direction.     The  attack  on  Bourget  on  the  21st  was  no 
feint — no  diversion ;  it  waa  a  real  attack,  which  will  be 
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followed  up,  and  which  lins  a  vital  connection  with  the 
simultaneous  attack  on  Neuilly-sur-Marne,  on  Ville 
Evrart,  and  on  the  Maison  Blanche.  Ton  are  aware — 
if  you  received  ray  last  letter — that  the  attack  on  tho 
position  indicated  by  these  last  three  narnea  was  sac- 
cessful ;  but  I  expressed  aome  doubt  whether  tlie  French 
troops  would  be  able  to  hold  it,  dominated  as  it  is  by 
the  heights  of  Noisy-le-Grand  on  the  Boutb,  and  by 
those  of  Montfermeil  on  the  north — the  latter,  accord'* 
ing  to  the  Ordnance  map,  having  an  elevation  of  IIS 
meti-es.  The  Maison  Blanche  is  but  two  miles  from 
Chelles,  and  it  seems  important  that  tho  French  should 
be  driven  out  of  it  j  bat  they  mean  to  hold  it  if  they 
can,  and  they  are  making  every  preparation  to  hold 
it  to  the  uttermost.  They  are  making  entrenchments 
and  all  kinds  of  barricades  and  earthworks  in  their  new 
position  ;  and  here  comes  their  difficulty.  A  fierce  frost 
has  set  in  to  hinder  all  their  ofibrts,  and  the  earth  is 
like  a  rock.  It  seems  aa  if  tho  elements  were  fighting 
against  these  Frenchmen.  It  is  bad  enough  that  the 
army  should  be  starved  with  cold.  There  was  a  sen- 
tinel found  frozen  at  his  post  last  night.  But  here  is. 
Bomething  still  worse  for  tho  plans  of  General  Trochn, 
whatever  tliey  may  be — that  to  construct  earthworka 
in  such  a  season  requires  superhuman  strength.  So 
mnch  depends  on  the  weather,  that  no  one  can  foresw 
tho  end  of  this ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  soldiers  of 
General  Vinoy  are  doing  their  beat  to  make  their  new 
position  secure  within  easy  range  of  Chelles.  While 
to  General  Vinoy  was  allotted  the  task  of  seizing  upon 
Ville  Evrart  and  the  Maison  Blanche,  which  he  did 
without  difficulty — almost,  indeed,  without  firing  a  shot — 
to  General  Dacrot  was  allotted  that  of  taking  Bourget. 
He  got  up  to  Drancy  and  to  the  Groslay  Farm  j  bnt 
although  he  got  into  Bourget  on  one  side,  be  was  unablo 
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to  hold  it.  Manj  of  the  troops  have  been  removed,  and 
most  persona  imagine  that  the  attempt  on  Bourget  is 
over.  I  hear  the  croakers  any,  "  It  is  all  over,  it  is  all 
over ;  yoa  will  hecir  no  more  of  t]ii§  husiness,  it  is  all 
huabng."  Thej  are  much  too  confident,  these  croakers. 
If  a  man  croaks  all  round,  he  is  sure  to  be  sometimes 
right,  as  the  great  art  of  betting  in  to  bet  against  all 
event*.  It  may  be  that  the  attack  on  Bourget  vcill 
have  to  be  given  up  ;  but  it  is  not  humbug,  and  we  can 
conclndo  nothing  from  the  inaction  produced  by  the 
weather.  The  troops  are  withdrawn  as  much  aa  possi- 
ble from  the  cold,  and  those  who  are  left  are  engaged 
in  making,  slowly,  with  enormous  difficulty,  trenches, 
by  which  Bourget  may  be  approached  from  the  side  of 
Drancy.  Do  not  snppose,  therefore,  that  because  you 
hear  of  no  fighting,  nothing  is  being  done.  The  only 
difierence  is  that  the  troops  are  fighting  with  pickaxe 
and  spade,  instead  of  with  powder  and  shot.  I  iancy 
you  will  bear  soon  of  a  renewed  attack  on  Boui^et ; 
and  when  General  Trochu  has  an  idea,  you  may  bo 
pretty  sure  that,  to  use  a  celebrated  phrase,  be  will  peg 
away  at  it. 

The  French  deserve  to  succeed  for  their  perseverance,  and 
for  apower  of  endurance  which  seemed  beyond  the  reach 
of  Parisian  nature ;  but  their  stupidities  and  hlunden 
are  innnmorahle,  and  sadly  interfere  with  one's  sym- 
pathies. Few  of  us  expected  to  see  the  snblime  spectacle 
of  so  mnch  calm  fortitude  and  indomitable  submission 
to  Buflering  as  Paris  presents  this  Christmas  Eve  ;  but, 
on  the  other  band,  one  expected  from  Frenchmen  intelli- 
gence— and  at  least  ordinary  skill,  not  to  say  quickness 
of  invention  and  infinity  of  resource.  What  do  we  find  P 
A  wonderfni  stupidity  of  administration — a  lack  of  re- 
source, and  a  constant  falling  into  the  same  foolish 
blunders  time  after  time.     They  abound  in  exclamationa 
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of  the  mtelligenco  of  tbe  German  army,  whicb  they 
describe  under  some  contemptible  name  that  saggento  ' 
deceit  and  trickery ;  ant  they  themselTes  have  a  wonder- 
ful blindness,  which  seemB  like  an  epidemic,  and  Bu^eets 
what  in  olden  times  people  would  describe  as  a  poseca- 
sion  of  devils  or  a  visitation  of  God.  The  nnmber  of 
times  the  French  have  been  anrprised  in  this  war  is 
beyond  belief.  It  seems  as  if  they  were  always  surprised. 
On  the  morning  of  the  2iid  of  December,  on  the  heights 
of  Ohampigny,  they  were  surprised  as  in  the  early  dawn 
they  were  getting  ready  their  soup.  And  see  wl 
happened  at  ViUe  Evrart  on  the  night  of  the  21st. 
ia  a  little  hamlet.  Some  of  the  Profisians,  unable  to 
get  out  of  it  fast  enough  in  the  momiug  when  the  French 
took  possession  of  it,  hid  themselves  in  ccllai^  and  out- 
of-the-way  places.  The  French  are  in  the  most  bit 
ignorance  of  this,  and  have  not  the  precaution  to  survey 
properly  the  hamlet  they  have  seized.  At  midnight  out 
come  the  Pmssians,  and  create  a  fearful  panic,  in  which 
they  kill  a  French  general,  and  do  considerable  damage 
besides.  The  Prussians  pay  for  it  in  the  end,  but  it  is 
painful  to  think  of  the  stupid  confidence  of  the  French, 
who  are  not  so  well  supplied  witli  officers  that  they  can 
afford  to  lose  any.  It  ia  doubtiiil  whether  a  French 
general  who  can  allow  himself  to  lie  surprised  in 
way  is  of  much  value  ;  still,  people  who  pretend  to  know 
him  speak  of  the  death  of  General  Blaise  aa  a  eerioas 
loss.  But  the  biuDdcring  at  Ville  Evrart  was  more  1 
matched  by  the  btnndering  at  Bourget.  The  Mar 
were  sent  to  take  with  tha  bayonet  this  place,  which  the 
generals  now  find  that  they  have  to  approach  in  trencliesi 
with  heavy  guns.  There  were  thus  sacrificed  to  r 
purpose  300  Marines,  who  are  undoubtodly  the  beat 
fiuhting  men  in  Paris.  It  is  the  constant  error  of  the 
Freni-h  generals  in  this  war,  that  they  send  men  t 
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the  work  of  cannon-balls.  Of  the  stupidities  of  the 
French  Intendance  I  am  tired  of  spcajting.  On  the 
night  of  the  21st  the  soldiers  at  Bonrget  were  thirty-six 
houro  without  bread  or  wine— all  in  the  bitterest  cold. 
Nothing  can  be  worse  than  sach  managenient. 
Pari),  Dec.  20. — Worse  and  woi-se  !  The  centigrade  ther- 
mometer  is  down  to  twelve  degreeis  below  zero,  and  there 
BCems  no  prospect  of  an  imnaediate  change.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  of  those  good  old  daya  when,  as  the  year 
drew  to  a  close,  the  armies  engaged  in  a  campaign 
always  went  into  winter  qnarters.  When  it  is  said  that 
the  race  of  mankind  has  d^cnerated,  let  ns  henceforth 
r  in  mind,  as  a  proof  to  the  contrary,  that  we  carry  on 
war  now-a-days  irrespective  of  the  seasons.  Nor  is  this 
a  trifle.  There  arc  eeosona  bo  inclement  that  most  men 
feel  they  have  enemy  enough  on  their  hands  if  they  can 
bear  np  against  the  cold  which  numbs  all  energy  and 
chills  the  most  ardent  courage.  There  have  now  been 
frozen  to  death  at  the  outposts  no  less  than  fifty  sentinels; 
there  are  more  than  1,200  cases  of  severe  frost-'bite, 
many  of  them  likely  to  prove  fatal,  in  the  military  hos- 
pitals ;  and  the  Seine  has  begun  to  freeze.  How  can 
the  fighting  go  on  in  such  weather?  Both  sides  are  too 
glad  to  desist,  but  especially  the  enemy,  whose  game  it 
is  not  to  fight,  but  to  wait  for  famine  to  do  its  work. 
The  ground  also  is  so  hard,  being  frozen  to  the  depth  of 
twenty  inches  from  the  surface,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
proceed  with  the  earthworkB,  and  all  the  troops  have 
been  withdi-awn  under  shelter,  eacept  those  which  ai^e 
absolntely  necessary  to  guard  the  advanced  positions. 
We  mnst  wait  for  a  rise  in  the  temperature  before 
hostilities  can  be  resumed  in  more  active  fashion. 
In  thh*  vexations  delay  how  bitterly  mnst  Trochu  lament 
that  he  ever  underrated  the  importance  of  Bonrget;  that 
ho  aUowed  the  enemy  to  seize  npon  it ;  and  that,  when  he 
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attacked  it  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  last,  he  had 
no  idea  of  the  strength  of  the  defences  with  which  the 
Prussians  in  their  seven  weeks'  occupation  had  sur- 
rounded it.  He  battered  it  with  cannon  on  the  north 
side,  and  then  sent  his  Marines  to  take  it  with  the 
bayonet,  little  thinking  how  powerfully  it  was  defended 
with  walls  and  earthworks,  one  behind  another,  which 
he  has  now  to  attack  from  the  south.  We  are  all  waiting 
with  anxiety  to  see  the  further  development  of  the 
somewhat  complicated  series  of  operations  commenced 
on  the  21st.  To  the  general  sketch  of  these  operations 
which  I  gave  in  my  last  two  letters  I  have  nothing  im- 
portant to  add  except  this,  that  the  French  still  hold  the 
lie  de  Chiard,  and  seem  determined  to  hold  it.  This  is 
a  large  ait  in  the  Seine,  between  Chatou  and  Croissy, 
and  if  its  occupation  be  as  serious  as  it  would  seem,  it 
indicates  on  the  part  of  General  Trochu  a  considerable 
confidence  in  his  strength,  and  a  desire  to  possess  him- 
self of  the  peninsula,  which  has  its  apex  at  Croissy,  as 
he  already  possesses  the  peninsula  which  has  its  apex  at 
Gennevilliers.  That  he  will  attempt  to  drive  forward  in 
all  the  three  directions  in  which  he  is  at  present  feeling 
his  way,  is  not  likely.  I  understand  that  he  has  with- 
drawn the  troops  from  Ville  Evrart ;  but  still  there  are 
three  distinct  lines  on  which  he  threatens  to  drive  for- 
ward— the  first  by  the  Maison  Blanche  to  Che  lies,  the 
second  by  Drancy  and  Bourget  to  the  north-east,  the 
third  by  the  peninsula  of  Croissy  to  the  north-west ;  and 
we  shall  know  ere  long  whether  by  one  or  another  of 
these  lines  the  General  can  find  a  weak  place  in  the 
circumvallation  of  Paris.  He  has  five  good  weeks 
before  him,  and  there  is  no  saying  what  he  may  not  be 
able  to  do  in  that  time,  nor  what — outside  Paris — tho 
provinces  may  not  be  able  to  achieve. 

Five  weeks — that  is,  up  to  the  1st  of  February.     It  is,  of 
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irae,  difBcnlt  to  be  precise  m  calcnlatiDg  how  long 
famine  can  be  reeiBted — so  much  depends  on  the  temper 
of  the  people,  on  the  possibilities  of  the  weather,  and  on 
ayfiteriona  working  of  disease,  in  addition  to  the 
simple  question  of  food.  Calcnlations  differ,  but  it  may 
safely  be  said  that  those  who  reckon  the  anrrender  of 
Paris  aa  inevitable  at  a  date  earlier  than  the  Ist  of 
Febrnary,  bnvo  all  alon  most  despon  nagtaka  ding  yiew 
of  the  Parisian  power  of  resistance,  and  have  ever  ainca 
the  commencement  of  the  aiege  been  predicting  a  speedy 
catastrophe.  A  catastrophe  is  quite  possible,  but  it  has 
certainly  not  been  speedy  hitherto,  nor  ia  it  likely  to  be 
aa  speedy  as  the  despondent  auppose,  and  as  the  enemy 
desires.  It  Is  certainly  on  the  cards  that,  if  ill-lnck 
should  haunt  us  in  Paris,  and  if  i!l-tidingB  should  reach 
ua  from  without,  a  surrender  may  take  place  before  the 
month  of  January  can  expire.  But  it  is  also  on  the 
cards,  and  from  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  glean  1 
think  it  more  probable,  that  with  ordinary  luck  the 
resistance  will  be  prolonged  even  beyond  the  Ist  of 
February.  This  ia  not  to  aay  that  the  Buffering  of  the 
people  will  not  be  excessive.  It  is  escesaive  even  dow, 
and  it  is  a  constant  wonder  to  me  how  they  endure. 
Bnt  they  have  shown,  hitherto,  such  powers  of  endurance 
— each  a  calm,  proud,  patient  spirit,  that  we  are  bound 
to  count  upon  it  to  the  uttcrm(  Bt. 

s  for  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  consider  the  death-rate 
of  the  last  two  weeks — 2,728,  which  figure,  be  it  remem- 
bered, is  independent  of  slaughter  in  the  field.  Typhoid 
fever  is  on  the  increase,  and  especially  among  the  refu- 
gees from  the  suburbs,  who  are  huddled  in  rooms  toge- 
ther in  great  want  and  misery.  I  found  an  eicuse  a  few 
-weeks  ago  to  visit  aome  of  these  people,  and  managed  as 
fbllowB : — All  over  Paris  you  will  see  the  usual  yellow 
tickets  hung  out,  announcing  that  apartments  and  Soora 
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are  tp  be  let.     They  are  to  be  seen  in  great  nninbers, 
especiallj  in  the  fashionable  qnarters — ^in  nombers  so 
great  as  to  indicate  a  very  large  emigration  from  Paris, 
and  an  imminent  fall  in  honse-rent.     I  went  to  the  con- 
cierges of  several  honses,  and  asked  leave  to   see  the 
apartments  which  were  to  be  let.     It  was  in  the  end  of 
October,  and  the  almost  invariable  answer  was,  "  We 
have  nothing  to  let  till  Jannary."     I  replied,  "Very 
good,  that  will  just  suit  me ;  let  me  see  the  rooms."     In 
these  rooms  were  crowded  together  the  poor  families 
dispossessed  of  their  homes  in  the  suburbs.     They  came 
pouring  into  Paris,  some  with  a  few  bits  of  furniture, 
others  with  little  besides  their  clothes.     Here  a  whole 
family  got  packed  into  one  room ;    there  a  couple  of 
families  were  heaped  together  in  a  stifling  atmosphere — 
odorous  of  children,  onions,  garlic,  and  cat.     These  poor 
wretches,  living  in  some  of  the  best  quarters  of  Paris  in 
fearful  discomfort,  now  crowd  together  more  than  ever 
to  keep  themselves  warm,  and  they  breed  pestilence. 
The  cold  also  produces  its  victims  more  directly.     Indeed, 
conpidering  the  length  of  time  for  which  numbers  of 
poor  wretches  have  to  stand  in  file  before  the  provision 
shops,  all  in  the  coldest  weather,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the 
victims  are  not  more  numerous.      The    deaths  from 
bronchitis  are  this  last  week  172,  those  from  pneumonia 
147.     There  is  pleniy  of  warm  clothing  to  be  had,  but 
there  is  a  lack  of  fuel.     Coal  there  is  none,  except  for 
the  uses  of  the  Government ;  and  the  supply  of  firewood 
is  running  so  short,  that  it  has  been  resolved  to  cut 
down  the  trees  in  the  woods  of  Boulogne  and  YincenneSy 
and  if  need  be  in  all  the  gardens  about  Paris,  and  on 
the  Boulevards.     Imagine  Paris  shorn  of  its  trees.     The 
destruction  of  trees  about  the  capital,  even  up  to  the 
present  time,  is  fearful  to  behold ;  what  will  it  be  in  the 
next  six  weeks!      I  tremble  as  I  think  of  the  noble 
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tbe  gardens  of  the  TQileries,  in  the  Champs 
Elys^eB,  in  the  gardens  of  the  Elja^e,  and  of  the  British 
Embassy.  But  what  can  the  Government  do  ?  It  is 
better  that  the  trees  should  bum  than  that  the  people 
should  perish  for  cold.  Fart  of  the  fatality  which 
hae  pursued  the  Parisians  was  tliis,  that  trbcn  the  siege 
began,  the  firewood  ia  store  was  about  half  the  nsoal 

Iaupply.     The   summer  had  been  very  dry;   the  Mame 
and  the  Seine  had  been  onusna-lly  low,  and  the  rafta  of 
■wood  which  are  transrportcd  to  Paris  by  the  rivers  could 
not  bo  delivered  in  time.     So  it  came  to  pass  that  Paris 
lias  been  threatened  with  starvation  from  cold  as  well  aa 
with  starvation  from  Lunger. 
For  food,  there  is  little  else   left    but  bread   and   horse. 
How  and  then  we  make  a  haul  of  aomothing  rich  and 
tare.     We  had  three  enormous  salmon  the  other  day  in 
Paris — at  least,  thoy  were  called  salmon ;  but  I  am  not 
^L  ichthyologist  enough  to  say  what  they  were.     Tbe  fish 
^K  irerc  large,  as  large  as  the  largest  salmon,  but  mottled 
^f  like  trout,  and  the  French  name  for  them  is  beceard.     A 
few  days  ago,  in  the  same  first-rate  restanrant  in  which 
1  saw  the   supposed  salmon,  I  was  offered   lamb  for 
dinner.     The  proprietor  declared  moat  solemnly  it  was 
innocent  lamb.     Whereupon,  with  a  trust  in   human 
nature  which  is  worthy  of  the  Garden  of  Eden,  I  agreed 
to  eat  the  innocent  lamb.     What  do  you  think  it  was? 
It  was  the  opposite  of  lamb— it  was  wolf.     We  are  thus 
in  Paris  every  day  going  through  a  history  which  is  like 
one    of  Pilpay'a   fables  reversed.      There   were   three 
rogues  In  Pilpay  who  made  a  Brahmin  believe,  by  tbe 
,  force  of  assertion,  that  his  sheep  was  an  unclean  dog. 
\  And  here  there  are  scores  of  restaurant  keepers  who 
t  make  you  believe  that  dog  is  ehoep,  and  wolf  is  lamb, 
ft  and  horse  is  beef,  and  ass  is  veal.     Whatever  it  is,  the 
y  ibod  is  not  good,  and  it  is  scarce.     But  if  those  who  go 
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to  a  first-rate  restanrant,   and   eat  it   under   the    most 
favourable  conditions  (these,  however,  being  very  costly), 
find  themselves  badly  off,  what  shall  we  say  of  the  poor 
who  have  little  besides  bread  to  feed  on,  and  who  are 
deprived  of  the  condiments  by  which  their  small  dole  of 
tongh  horse  can  be  made  palatable,  or  the  treasure 
trove  of  a  fat  rat  can  be  made  digestible  P     The  different 
mayoralties  of  Paris  have  compared  notes,  and  have 
prepared  lists  of  those  in  each  district  who  are  neces- 
sitous.    They  amount  to  very  nearly  500,000  inhabitants, 
that  is,  a  quarter  of  the  population.     The  lists,  however, 
do  not  include   myriads  of  tradesmen's  families  and 
hard-working  members  of  professions  who  are  ashamed 
to  throw  themselves  on  public  charity,  and  who  starve 
in  secret.     With  all  this,  there  is  not  a  murmur  to  be 
heard.     The  people  submit  to  their  hard  fare,  to  cold 
and  hunger,  and  long  dark  nights  void  of  amusement, 
with  a  cheerfulness  which  is   sublime.     There   is  no 
deception  in  this.     They  complain  quick  enough  about 
many  things.     They  criticise  the  Government  fearlessly, 
denouncing  its  mistakes  and  blunders.     But  they  make 
no   complaints  about  their  miseries,  and  accept  them 
with  an  unpretending  fortitude  which  no  people  in  the 
world  could  surpass.     No  murmurs,    and  very  little 
crime.     The  chief  crime  is  drunkenness.     It  must  be 
confessed  that  one  can  now  see  in  the  streets  of  Paris — 
hitherto  the  most  sober  capital   in   Christendom — the 
unwonted  spectacle  of  intoxication.     The  anxieties  of 
the  siege,  the  want  of  amusement,  and  the  badness  of 
the  food,  all  lead  a  number  of  people  to  seek  for  support 
in  strong  drink.     What  stuff  it  is  they  drink  !     Wine  is 
not  enough  for  them,  and  they  take  to  spirits.   The  spirit 
which  they  adore  is  rum.     They  buy  it  at  two  francs  a 
bottle,  and  make  it  into  punch.     The  National  Guards 
especially  are  great  in  punch.     One  battalion  invites 
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another  to  what  tLey  call  "  a  pnncb,"  and  when  the  war 
companies  of  a  battalion  are  ordered  oat  of  Paris  to  the 
advanced  posta,  the  comrades  who  remain  behind  treat 
them  to  what  they  call  the  "  pnnch  of  adieu."  I  am  not 
going  to  defend  drunkenneBS,  either  in  ordinary  mortalB 
or  in  National  Gnarda.  There  have  been  some  gross 
cases  of  dmnkenness  in  the  National  Guards,  of  which 
one  cannot  apeak  too  contemptuously  ;  but  do  not  let  ns 
make  too  much  of  the  crime  ;  and,  above  all,  Jet  os  make 
every  allowance  for  the  temptation  to  it.  There  is  not 
half  the  drnnkenness  in  Paris  that  there  is  in  London, 
and  it  is  marked  hero  because  it  is  so  unwonted.  If 
the  London  populace  were  in  the  condition  of  the 
Parisian  populace — reduced  to  sach  straits — let  ns  try 
to  imagine  how  they  would  behave,  and  especially  how 
they  would  soak  themselves  in  beer  and  gin. 

Christmas-tide  was  not  disturbed  by  sorties,  as  the 
besiegers  had  apprehended,  and  outside  Paris,  at  least,  the 
festival  was  observed  in  a  truly  German  manner.  On 
Christmas  Eve  the  Special  Correspondent  at  Versailles, 
dating   on   that  oocaBion    from  Villeneuve   St.  Georges, 


Bimam  wood  has  come  to  Dunsinane  in  the  shape  of  the 
ornamented  trees  which  the  besiegers  of  Paris  have 
prepared  for  Christmas  time.  We  have  not  had  a  great 
«ortie  to  the  south-eastward  to  enliven  the  frost-bound 
banks  of  the  Seine,  though  a  sortie  has  seemed  very 
probable  from  day  to  day,  and  this  trip,  in  the  biting 
December  weather,  has  not  shown  me  much  that  was 
Bat  before  returning  to  head- quarters,  I  will  lead 
joa  throngh  a  half-mined  village,  where  high  revel  is 
being  held  among  the  lads  who  wait  for  Trochu's  com- 
ing. The  captain  of  the  company  in  charge  of  the 
village  is  entertaining  his  men  with   a  feast  of  rough 
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thougli  hearty  cheer.  There  is  a  tree  lighted  up  with 
many  odds  and  ends  of  candle,  and  there  is  a  small 
barrel  of  beer,  and  there  are  several  cakes  made  with 
almond  crast.  Some  presents,  too,  are  laid  under  the 
tree — a  tobacco  pouch  and  a  pipe,  a  few  knives,  and 
other  small  matters — which  seem  greatly  to  please  the 
men  who  are  rewarded  with  them.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  are  presents  for  all.  But  all  can  gaze  on  the  tree, 
and  all  have  a  pull  at  the  contents  of  the  small  barrel. 
Strong,  jovial  fellows,  in  greatcoats,  with  collars  turned 
up,  and  with  icicles  melting  from  their  beards,  come 
crowding  into  the  room — some  absent  and  unknown 
Frenchman's  parlour — and  draw  themselves  up  respect- 
fully into  the  group  before  the  good-natured  captain. 
He  speaks  to  them  of  his  being  glad  to  see  them  there, 
and  says  that  the  beer,  though  not  out-and-out  Bavarian, 
will  smack  of  home.  And  the  men  receive  the  remark 
with  evident  pleasure.  They  must  be  thinking  much  of 
home  to-night,  and  of  all  the  Christmas  gatherings  in 
Germany,  which  are  made  less  glad  than  usual  by  tbe 
absence  of  so  many  soldiers  and  so  many  Landwehr 
battalions.  Remember,  as  you  watch  this  cheery  scene, 
that  we  are  near  the  great  hungry  city.  These  brave 
lads  are  banished  from  the  Fatherland  for  awhile,  and 
yonder  French  sentinels  who  guard  the  approaches  ta 
Paris  are  having  but  a  dreary  Christmas,  even  if  they 
escape  a  bullet  through  the  head  before  the  end  of  the 
week.  We  see  the  jollity  round  the  improvised  German 
tree,  and  we  think  of  the  starving  millions  who  shiver 
in  the  dty.  It  is  a  great  time  race — a  mighty  effort 
between  the  hostile  nations.  The  French  obstinacy  in 
holding  to  their  frontier  of  1792  is  equalled  by  the 
invaders'  resolve  to  have  that  frontier  changed.  K  wo 
turn  back  from  the  village  of  the  Christmas  party 
towards  the  bridge  at  Villeneuve  St.  Georges,  we  see- 
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I  are  wanted,  tooi 


waggon    traias    pasBin 

troops  before  Paris,     Supplies 
as  well  as  supplies  of  food. 

Dte.  2S,  Momitij. — I  hear  from  an  intelligent  young 
soldier,  who  has  just  travelled  np  to  the  front,  that  all 
the  strength  of  GerroanT  Is  gathering  against  France. 
The  straggle  is  seen  to  be  very  serious,  in  spite  of  what 
has  paaaed.  A  captured  Emperor,  a  captured  army, 
min,  invasion,  and  political  change,  have  left  the  French 
Btil]  able  to  fight.  They  "  come  up  to  time  "  after  each 
knock-down  with  surprising  alacrity ;  and  though  the 
chances  are  in  favour  of  Germany,  the  German  people 
must  not  be  disappointed  at  one,  or  two,  or  three  months 
of  delay.  Snch  a  work  as  the  destruction  of  France 
reqoiree  patience.  What  if  they  resist  after  Paris  haa 
fallen  ?  What  if  Trochn,  to  begin  with,  should  push 
his  defence  to  the  point  of  starvation,  and  not  surrender 
nntil  February  is  well  advanced?  The  best  of  the 
Germffii  leaders  have  seen  that  no  chance  must  be 
neglected,  and  fresh  forces  are  being  coUed  np,  and  the 
King  himself  has  spoken  boldly  of  the  delay  which  may 
occur.  When  the  whole  of  the  Landwehr  is  in  readi- 
ness, as  it  soon  will  be,  ^d  the  strong  places  in  rear  of 
the  army  are  garrisoned  by  this  formidable  militia,  tbere 
will  be  such  a  force  for  active  operations  as  will  tax 
every  effort  of  M.  Gambetta  to  confront  The  new 
levies  in  France  fight  as  wetl  as  the  old  and  vanquished 
army,  or,  at  least,  they  seem  to  stand  their  ground  with 
K8  much  effect.  But  the  wear  and  tear  to  the  country 
of  having  such  men  shot  down  will  become  almost 
insupportable. 

It  has  been  my  fortune  to  see  many  of  the  recent  prisoners, 
officers  of  the  Gardes  Mobiles,  and  officers  come  back 
from  honourable  retirement  to  serve  the  cause  in  ejt- 
tremity.     I  have  foond  the  same  obstinate  spirit  in  most 
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of  them.  They  own  that  they  are  worsted,  bat  stick  to 
the  "  national  idea"  with  a  faith  in  France  that  cannot 
be  denied.  They  will  not  believe  that  the  frontier  is  to 
be  changed;  and  here  is  the  difficulty  of  the  solution — the 
sore  point  of  the  whole  matter  to  Frenchmen.  "  If  we 
do  give  it  up,"  they  say,  "  we  will  try  for  it  again." 

It  was. on  the  east  and  north-east  sides  of  the  circle  of 
investment,  where  the  fighting  had  been  hardest  and  most 
frequent,  that  the  Germans  celebrated  Christmas  with 
most  joviality.  From  Margeucy  the  Correspondeiit  with 
the  Army  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony  wrote  on 
Christmas  morning  :— 

"  Where  shall  we  dine  ?  "  I  know  where  I  should  like  to 
dine ;  but  the  obstinate  Parisians  come  between  one  and 
'Hhe  old  folks  at  home,"  and  the  young  ones  as  well. 
I  need  not  complain  of  want  of  Christmas  invitations  ; 
it  is  in  their  very  number  that  the  bewilderment  lies. 
With  the  fear  of  being  assailed  as  a  Jenkins  before  my 
■eyes,  of  being  cynically  accused  of  flunkeyism,  I  refrain 
from  an  allusion  to  the  nature  of  one  invitation.  Then 
there  is  that  kindly  one  from  compatriots  in  Versailles. 
Good  old  Dr.  Tegener,  of  the  Ecouen  Hospital,  has  sent 
round  another  with  a  postscript  to  the  note  in  the  shape 
-of  the  single  word  "  Punch."  Some  merry  lads  in 
Epinay  wish  me  to  go  down  there,  and  be  jovial  under 
the  shadow  of  La  Briche ;  a  battery  of  artillery  would 
be  glad  of  my  company — at  least  they  say  so— at  Na- 
poleon-St. -Leu;  a  battalion  of  Wiirtembergers  in  Champs 
half  booked  me  more  than  a  fortnight  ago  ;  and  the  list 
ends  with  the  genial  and  cordial  invitation  of  good 
Major  von  Schonberg,  and  his  officers  of  the  2nd  Battalion 
of  the  103rd  Saxon  Regiment.  To-night  is  the  bat- 
talion's turn  for  duty  on  certain  far  outlying  foreposts, 
the  locality  of  which  I   need  not   particularize.     The 


offioers  are  right  hearty  fellows.  Then  there  is  Fran 
Majorin's  Bavarian  beer  (per  Feldpoit),  Tes,  I  say  done 
and  done  again  with  the  major.  It  is  a  long  ride,  with 
the  temperature,  too,  below  freezing  point,  and  things 
over  on  the  French  side  are  jiot  altogether  tranquil ;  but 
the  way  I  am  going  will  bring  me  to  the  right  spot,  if 
that  sluggiab  tiring  from  the  forts  ehonld  warm  up  and 
cover  a  Hortie,  aod  there  is  something  in  all  likelihood  to 
be  got  by  a  goseip  at  the  ofUcers'  casino  in  Gonesse. 

Ooneite,  Dee.  25,  Afternoon. — In  stating,  in  the  harried 
notes  which  I  sent  yon  on  the  aflernoon  of  the  21st, 
that  Le  Bourget  was  actually  taken  by  the  French,  I 
was  quite  right — proceeding  on  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses,  although  at  a  later  honr  periphrastic  phrases 
were  resorted  to,  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  it 
WAS   only  a    partial   and    temporary  occupation.      On 

_tiie  contrary,  the  recapture  on  the  same  night 
I  only  partial,  the  French  holding  part  of  Le 
fet  during  the  night,  although  they  withdrew 
tbont  fighting  in  the  morning.  In  the  first  rush 
O?  the  French  on  Le  Bourget,  on  the  21at,  when 
they  came  on  with  daring  and  rapidity,  about  siity 
men  and,  I  have  heard,  one  officer  oF  the  Queen 
Elizabeths  Regiment  were  taiken  prisoners.  Among  the 
narober  was  an  ambulance  assistant,  whom  the  French 
sent  back  the  next  day,  in  terms  of  the  Geneva  Con- 
vention, and  he  has  just  given  me  some  interesting 
details  of  what  he  saw  during  his  brief  captivity.  The 
pnaonera  were  taken  into  St,  Denis,  and  temporarily 
placed  in  a  house  with  sentries  over  them.  They  were 
treated  with  the  greatest  hnmonity,  amply  supplied 
with  coffee,  sugar,  wine,  and  bread.  There  was  also 
given  them  abundance  of  flesh,  but  it  was  candidly 
owned  that  the  meat  was  horseSesh.  The  French 
officers  came  among  the  Prussian  prisoners,  and  asked 
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ihem  wiili  great  solicitude  whether  they  had  any  cigars. 
An  exchange  was  effected,  the  Germans  giving  cigars 
for  cognac,  of  which  there  seemed  to  be  great  plenty. 
A  party  of  St.  Denis  ladies,  dressed  with  the  utmost 
elegance,  came  also  to  see  the  prisoners,  and  bound  also, 
besides  the  gratification  of  their  curiosity,  on  an  acqui- 
sitive errand.  "  Had  Messieurs  les  Prussiens  any 
bacon  in  their  knapsacks  ?  "  If  so,  the  ladies  would  be 
glad  to  buy  it  of  them.  Only  two  fellows  had  any,  and 
they  gallantly  made  a  present  of  it  to  the  fair  inquirers, 
who  became  very  complimentary  then  as  to  the  personal 
appearance  of  the  captives.  "  What  great,  huge,  fine 
men  these  Prussians  are,  to  be  sure,'*  remarked  one  lady. 
"  Yes,  and  just  compare  them  with  our  little  morsels  of 
fellows,"  added  another,  pointing  to  the  five  feet  nothing 
sentry  who  was  on  duty  over  the  stalwart  guardsmen. 
Not  unnaturally,  as  I  think,  the  "  little  morsel  '*  in 
question  felt  aggrieved  at  this  observation,  and  his  irri- 
tation took  the  form  of  turning  the  ladies  out.  My 
informant  saw  nothing  of  any  privations  during  his 
sojourn  in  St.  Denis ;  but  then  he  was  there  only  for  a 
few  hours,  and  owns  his  opportunities  were  not  great. 

What  fearful  damage  one  of  those  huge  shells  from  the 
fort  guns  is  capable  of  doing  when  it  falls  and  explodes 
in  a  close  mass  of  men  was  illustrated  yesterday  by  a 
terrible  catastrophe.  A  single  shell,  which  burst  behind 
one  of  the  parallels  at  Pont  Iblon,  killed  and  wounded 
fourteen  men  of  the  1st  Guard  Regiment.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn  the  proportion  which  the  killed  and 
wounded  bear  to  each  other ;  but  fourteen  fighting  men 
have  undoubtedly  been  rendered  hors  de  combat  by  the 
explosion  of  a  single  shell. 

In  the  officers'  casino  there  is  sitting  a  dragoon  officer 
who  has  come  hither  on  an  errand  worth  mentioning  in 
Englaiud.     His  men,  quartered  in  a  village  a  consider- 
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able  distance  to  the  rear,  tia.ve  heard  that  there  ia  in 
Gonesse  a  colporl«iir  of  the  English  Bible  Society  with 
his  waggon,  and  they  have  asked  the  officer  to  come  and 
ask  the  colporteur  either  to  visit  or  to  part  with  a  few 
parcels  of  his  tracts,  I  forgot  to  mention  at  the  time, 
that  on  the  road  between  Gunesse  and  Anlnay,  on  the 
morning  of  the  23rd — a  road  which  two  honrs  after  was 
»  very  via  dolorota  of  exploding  shells — I  met  this  same 
colportcar  cooUy  jogging  fonvard  with  intent  to  distri- 
bnte  his  wares  among  the  battalions  standing  on  the 
slope  there  waiting  for  the  battle  to  commence,  "  It 
was  a  good  time,"  according  to  the  expressed  views  of 
this  simple,  brave.  Christian  man,  "  for  the  men  to  read 
good  words  when  they  were  Rtanding  therewith  nothing 
to  do,  and  with  the  shadow  of  death  hanging  over 
ttem."  There  are  few  who  will  disagree  with  him,  but 
there  are  not  many  who  wonld  proceed  so  praotically  to 
give  effect  to  his  convictions,  1  regret  much  that  I  have 
lost  the  card  on  which  I  ivrote  the  name  of  this  bravo 
colporteur,  bnt  he  came  from.  Carlsruhe,  he  told  me. 

Here  is  a  story  of  valour  of  another  kind,  bat  not  of  a, 
higher  character.  In  the  lat  Battalion  of  the  Queen 
Elizabeths  there  is  a  boy-lientenunt,  with  a  swarthy  face, 
and  bright  black  eyes,  whose  name  is  Von  Schramm. 
He  cannot  be  more  than  seventeen — were  he  an  English 
lad,  he  wonld  be  at  Eton.  A  German  lad,  he  has  done 
with  the  echools,  passed  his  examinations,  got  his  com- 
miaaion,  won  the  iron  cross,  nnd  is  the  Adjutant  of  his 
battalion.  When  Major  von  Altrock  (Le  Bourget,  if  it 
has  made  bnllet-holes  in  hia  mantle,  has  brought  him, 
too,  a  step  in  rank)- — when  Major  von  Altrock  led  his 
battalion  into  Le  Bonrget,  on  the  20th,  little  Von 
Schramm  was  loft  behind  sick  in  Aulnay.  The  guns  of 
the  2l8t  knocked  the  sickneBs  out  of  him  ;  his  regiment 
was  fighting,  and  he  not  there.     He  jumped  on  his 
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horse,  crossed  the  inundation  at  Le  Blanc  Mesnil,  and 
rode  into  Le  Bourget  athwart  the  artillery  fire  from. 
Drancy.  The  Queen  Elizabeths,  however,  were  already 
all  but  driven  out,  and  he,  striking  the  village  street 
half  way  up,  found  himself  in  the  crowd  of  the  French- 
men. To  leap  from  his  horse  and  dash  into  a  house  was 
the  work  of  an  instant — if  he  could  get  out  at  the  back 
door  he  might  yet  escape.  But  there  was  no  back  door 
— the  pursuers  were  hot  on  his  heels,  and  Von  Schramm 
was  a  prisoner.  His  captors  asked  him  for  his  parole, 
but  he  refused  to  give  it,  and  they  proceeded  to  conduct 
him  towards  St.  Denis — a  convoy  of  two  officers  and  two 
men.  In  going  through  the  park  of  Le  Bourget — a 
beautiful  spot,  in  which  there  is  a  lake  and  many  bosquets 
— the  musketry  fire  from  the  retreating  guardsmen  came 
very  close  and  fast.  The  officer  who  carried  Von 
Schramm's  sword  was  shot,  and  fell.  Von  Schramm 
made  a  dash  at  his  own  sword,  got  his  hand  inside  the 
hilt,  cut  down  the  other  officer,  took  to  the  water  like  a 
duck,  dodged  the  bullets  of  the  soldiers  as  he  swam 
across,  and  finally  joined  his  regiment  after  all — rather 
damp  it  is  true,  as  a  man  will  be  who  takes  to  swimming 
with  his  clothes  on,  but  extremely  jolly.  And  the  best 
of  it  was  that  the  ducking  cured  his  sickness  ;  he  is  as 
well  as  ever  he  was.  At  least  one  is  entitled,  I  think, 
to  say  so  after  having  seen  him  demolish  a  massive 
dinner  and  two  bottles  of  beer. 

Cliehy,  December  26. — It  is  a  long  weary  stretch  from 
Gonesse  to  Aulnay.  There  is  no  intervening  village, 
and  not  a  single  house  by  the  wayside.  There  used  to 
be  two  straw  stacks,  but  they  have  been  burnt  down  by 
French  shells.  I  have  seen  during  this  campaign  not 
a  little  of  the  visible  effect  of  close  shell-fire,  but  I 
never  have  seen  anything  to  equal  the  frequency  of  the 
vestiges  left  on  this  track   by   the  almost   continuous 
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bombardment  of  llie  last  three  days.  In  one  email  plot 
behind  a  battery  emplacement  I  coanted  twenty-one 
ahell-holeB,  yet  the  solid  earthworks  were  wonderftlly 
little  dilapidated.  If  f  hey  had  been  of  stone,  they  must 
simply  have  been  knocked  to  pieces  ;  and  nobody  who 
has  seen  eheUa  exploding'  among'  stone  works  requirea 
to  be  told  how  the  splintera  of  iron  become  multiplied 
oyer  and  over  again  by  the  Kplinters  of  stone.  It  was 
a  curions  proof  of  that  masterly  consciousness  of  ability 
to  concentrate,  and  absence  of  fussy  demonstration  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Germans,  that  not  a  single  aoldier  nor 
a  single  gaa  was  risible  on  this  expanse  on  which  the 
day  before  there  stood  an  army.  The  men  were  in  the 
trillagea  on  the  alert,  it  is  true,  and  ready  for  action  at 
a  moment's  notice,  hut  they  were  not  needlessly  brought 
firom  nnder  cover. 

I  arrive  at  the  cb&teaa,  and  put  np  my  horse  there,  going 
ont  in  advance  to  the  foreposts  before  the  day  fades. 
As  I  reach  the  garden  opening  into  the  foreat,  a  dis- 
conraging  Bight  meets  the  eye.  Four  aoldiera  are 
carrying  on  their  shoulders  a  motionless  form,  lying 
on  a  stretcher,  and  covered  with  a  bloody  blanket. 
"Wounded?"  The  solemn  "Dead"  comes  from  the 
month  of  the  accompanying  under-officer.  It  is  a  corpse 
they  are  carrying  up  into  the  village.  This  was  Private 
Jeskow's  last  Christmas  morning.  Ho  was  making  his 
coSee  in  a  house  behind  Outpost  No.  6,  when  a  ahell 
burst  under  the  window.  His  sergeant  told  bim  he  was 
in  dangerous  quarters,  but  the  cofiee  was  near  the  boil. 
Before  it  boiled,  another  shell  bad  come  and  burst  in  the 
room  ;  a  fragment  struck  Jeskow  in  the  back,  and  killed 

Forward  down  a  slope  through  a  solitary  wood  of  edena 
underwood  mingled  with  goodly  trees.  On  the  pathway 
are  numerous  craters  of  sheila.     There  is  a  little  rise, 
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and  tlien  I  emerge  on  to  a  belt  of  heatby  clearing  in  the 
wood.  Everywhere  the  wood  has  been  full  of  barri- 
cades, of  chevaux  de  frUe  of  all  kinds  of  appliances  for 
arresting  an  enemy.  On  this  cleared  belt  are  works  of 
greater  pretensions — parallels,  entrenchments,  strong 
stockades,  trenches,  enfiladed  approaches,  and  what  not. 
A  few  soldiers  are  visible  about  it.  There  are  more 
among  the  huts  to  the  right.  What  a  glorious  sky 
is  that  which  lies  over  the  faint  gossamer-like  smoke 
of  Paris  !  The  sun  is  going  down,  not  in  human  blood 
this  Christmas  afternoon,  but  in  bloodlike  hues  of  his 
own  creation.  All  the  firmament  is  rippled  in  crimson 
wavelets,  and  the  light  comes  ruddy  on  the  earth  as  if 
it  fell  through  stained  glass  windows.  Five  minutes 
brings  one  across  the  clearing  into  more  scrub,  and 
then  into  a  village  of  chateaux  nestling  in  the  scrub. 
Forest,  clearance,  and  village  all  remind  me  very  much 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  Chislehurst  in  Kent.  There  is 
the  same  ruggedness,  and  still  the  same  appearance  of 
vicinity  to  the  metropolis  in  the  physical  aspect  of  the 
scene.  On  the  cross-roads  in  the  centre  of  this  collec- 
tion of  villages  I  meet  the  officers  in  command  of  the 
two  battalions  waiting  to  be  relieved.  The  men  are 
massed  behind  the  walls.  They  are  sauntering  up  and 
down  on  the  exposed  road.  Any  news  ?  None.  Per- 
haps a  little.  At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  two  French 
brigades  deployed  in  parade  order  before  Bondy  in  two 
long  lines.  Then  it  seemed  as  if  the  troops  marched 
past  a  general  and  formed  hollow  square,  in  which  they 
stood  for  nearly  an  hour,  after  which  one  brigade  went 
back  to  quarters,  while  the  other  n:iarched  on  to  the 
foreposts.  It  was  conjectured  that  a  religious  service 
was  being  performed  while  the  troops  stood  there  ill 
hollow  square.  If  so  du  Nord  and  de  TEst  furnished 
the  responses,  for  they  were  firing  at  that  hour.    About 


TTII.] 


RELIEVISa   TUB  FOREPOSTS. 


14.3 


he  seme  hoar  three  brigudeB  were  visible  marcliiiig  in 
the  front  of  Anberrilliers,  and  the  Observatory  officer 
reported  that  he  had  seen  two  naval  batteries  arrive  by 
train  at  Bondy,  and  immediately  push  forward,  aft  if  to 
up  position.  This  would  Geem  to  argne  that  there 
V  to  be  heavy  batteries  so  near  ns  as  Bondy,  which 
a  the  event  of  their  not  being  silenced,  have  the 
ivitable  result  of  widening  the  circle  of  our  forepost 
environment. 

Tramp,  tramp,  tramp,  here  comes  the  103rd.  There  is  the 
major  in  front  talking  earnestly  with  the  field-officer  be 
ia  going  to  relievo.  Here  comes  Hammerstein,  nnre- 
cognieabtc  by  reason  of  wra.pa,  and  only  to  be  discerned 
and  greeted  by  hia  voice.  He  has  got  on  a  pair  of  fur 
boot^  that  seem  a  legacy  from  an  Esqnimanx,  and  here 
is  his  big  brother-in-law,  Kircbbach,  and  Von  Zanthier, 
and  the  whole  lot  of  them.  So\f  comca  the  relieving 
of  the  foreposts — a  ticklish  duty,  for  the  relief  mnat 
be  in  full  possession  before  the  relieved  dare  to  come 
oat.  As  each  company  goes  on  to  its  post,  it  ia 
met  by  a  trusty  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  de- 
parting ontpost,  who  acts  as  ita  cicerone.  Then  the 
sergeant  and  the  lieutenant  go  ont  and  change  the  sen- 
tries, and,  with  a  cheery  "  Good  night,"  off  stumps  the 
"old  guard."  Glad  enough  to  go,  beyond  doubt.  The 
duty  here  jnst  now  is  one  nigbt  on,  one  night  off;  hut 
when,  as  has  occurred  for  the  last  three  days,  the  day 
and  night  "  off  "  are  spent  standing  on  the  alert,  there 
is  not  much  relaxation.  Two  battalions,  instead  of  one, 
are  now  detoiled  for  the  outposts,  owing  to  circnm- 
stftoces  to  which  I  am  not  at  present  at  liberty  to  allude  j 
and  this  makes  the  duty  all  the  harder. 

The  relieving  duty  over,  we  reach  our  home  for  the  night 
out  beyond  the  villas.  Let  me  describe  it.  It  is  a  long, 
low  wooden  but,  snch  as  you  may  see  squatters  and 
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gipKicB  occnpying  on  the  debatable  gronnd  between. 
Peckhain,  Lewisbam,  and  Nunliead  Cemetery.  Its 
loftiest  part  ia  abont  sis  feet  high,  the  roof  sloping  till, 
at  the  back,  the  height  is  about  four  feet.  The  erection 
ia  wholly  of  wood — chiefly,  as  it  appears,  of  cbrkteaa 
doors.  There  is  one  window  in  the  place ;  it  is  sashed, 
and  tftstefidly  curtained.  There  is  a  wooden  floor.  One 
— the  lower  roofed-side  of  the  room — ia  lined  with 
spring  mattresses,  that  have  evidently  also  come  out  of 
the  chateaux.  On  tha  walla  are  pictures — ay,  and 
mirrors — to  be  aacribed  to  the  same  origin  ;  and  be- 
tween the  window  and  tho  beda  ia  a,  range  of  good 
Tnossive  mahogany  tables,  that  were  not  made  by  the 
pioncei^.  The  chairs  arc  a  fitndy,  They  are  here  of  all 
styles.  The  fautenil,  the  ottoman,  the  American  rocking- 
chair,  the  high  straight- backed  Elizabethan,  the  Lonis- 
Qaatorze  settee,  and  the  humble  wicker-bottom.  There 
is  a  pleasant  fire  burning  in  the  little  stove,  and  yon  can- 
not well  imagine  how  cheerful,  with  the  bright  lamp 
burning  and  (he  sparkle  of  the  fire,  the  little  nest  looked 
— if  yon  could  only  forget  that  the  French  were  nob 
1,000  yarda  off,  and  that  you  were  in  so  Indieronsly 
easy  range  of  their  gons. 

But  we  did  forget  these  facts  somehow.  The  quarters 
were  those  of  a  Ilauplmann,  he  in  whose  charge  was  the 
uttermost  forepost.  But  by  common  consent  the  officers 
from  the  other  positions  farther  back — the  repli,  whore 
the  major  baa  his  post — and  the  captains  from  the  right 
and  left  rear  came  dropping  in  to  eat  their  Clmstmas 
dinner  with  the  English  guest  and  comrade.  The 
kitchen  was  a  part  of  the  hut  partitioned  off,  and  we  had 
the  battalion  cook  there- — a  resplendent  being  in  a  white 
cap  and  apron.  Before  dinner  he  entered  in  state  and 
lit  the  candles  on  the  Christmas-tree,  a  goodly  sprout, 
from  every  bough  of  which  dangled  cakes  and  comfite. 
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The  cloth — we  had  a  cloth,  never  mind  about  ita  colour 
— was  laid,  the  plates  and  wiae  were  warmed,  and  we 
drew  aroand  the  social  board.  I  am  in  a  position  to 
present  yon  with  the  Christmas  menu  of  the  2nd  Batta- 
lion of  the  103rd  Regiment  on  the  forepoata : — Soap — 
Liobig's  extract.  Fish— Sarclines,  caviare.  Entrees — 
Goose  sausage,  ham  sausage,  a  variety  of  undistin^ish- 
able  sausage.  Pieces  de  rifitlance — Boiled  beef  and 
maccoroni,  rooat  mntton  and  potato  salad.  Divertisse- 
tnent — Bchi'nken,  compote  of  pears,  ditto  of  apples,  pre- 
served Bonr-kroat.  CheeBe,  fresh  butter,  fruit,  nuta, 
biscQita,  tarta,  &c.  The  potables  were  aa  follows : — One 
barrel  of  Frau  Majorin'a  beer  still  to  the  good,  the  other 
a  "  dead  marine ; "  very  good  red  wine.  Champagne 
iced— a  little  too  much  in  fact.  The  caterer  had  stuck 
the  bottles  outside  on  his  lirst  arrival,  and  it  seemed  as 
if  the  wine  had  frozen  in  a  solid  mass.  When  it  came 
to  be  poured  ouf,  It  would  not  nm.  A  proposition  was 
made  that  the  bottles  ahonld  be  broken,  a  hatchet  fetched, 
and  a  portion  of  Champagne  ice  be  served  out  to  each 
person ;  but  an  officer  of  an  inquiring  turn  of  mind,  who 
hod  been  pricking  the  ice  on  the  surface  of  one  bottle 
with  a  skewer,  found  that  it  was  only  about  half  an  inch 
thick,  and  thai  below  there  lay  a  limpid  pint  of  liquid 
champagne.  We  pricked  all  the  bottles  with  the  skewer, 
and  got  on  beautifully. 

Afler  dinner  there  were  two  tooeta.  One  was  "  The  King 
of  Saxony;"  the  other,  " Fran Majorin  von  Schonberg." 
Both  were  drunk  with  enthuBiasm ;  the  latter— in  her 
beer — with  positive  effusion.     Then   we  got  to  aong- 

I  singing.  A  young  officer  came  to  the  front  in  this  line 
— the  young  Bai'on  von  Zehman.  Instrumental  accom- 
paniments were  forbidden  on  account  of  the  proximity 
of  the  enemy,  but  the  choruses  were  loud  enough  to 
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raise  the  dead,   let  alone   the  Frenchmen.     Among  the 
songs  were : — 

'*  Stehe  ich  in  finsierer  Mittemacht, 
(Standing  in  the  dark  midnight,} 
Wer  will  nnter  die  Soldaten  ?** 
(Who  '11  be  a  soldier  ?) 

The  beantifhl  and  plaintive — 

*'  Ich  hatte  einen  Eamaraden, 
Einen  besseren  findest  da  nicht." 
(I  had  a  comrade, 
A  better  one  ne*er  you  'd  find.)  * 

I  seem  to  have  a  hazy  notion   that   somebody  tried 
"  Bonnie  Dundee,"  and  failed  ignominionsly. 

About  ten  o'clock  a  deserter  was  brought  in — a  decidedly 
nnfavourable  specimen  of  the  French  Line.  He  was 
dirty,  and  he  had  no  buttons  anywhere — rather  a  com- 
mon want  I  have  noticed  with  French  soldiers.  He  said 
he  was  hungry  and  thirsty.  The  major  gave  him  some- 
thing to  eat  and  the  run  of  a  bottle  of  brandy,  while  we 
listened  to  the  rascal's  lies.  When  he  had  finished  his 
rigmarole,  which  consisted  of  aU  sorts  of  canards,  it  was 
too  late  discovered  that  he  was  as  drunk  as  David's  sow. 
He  insisted  on  singing  the  "  Marseillaise,"  and  when 
that  was  done,  roared  Ahas  les  JPrussiens  I  What  was 
to  be  done  with  the  wretch  ?  If  he  were  turned  out  of 
doors  he  would  go  to  sleep  in  the  ditch,  and  freeze  so 
hard  before  morning  that  you  could  chip  pieces  off  him. 
Ultimately  he  was  relegated  to  the  stable  by  the  repli, 
where  stood  the  battalion  horses,  and  was  borne  away, 
shoulder  high,  roaring  Vive  la  Bepvlblique  ! 

Enter  Under-officer  Schultz,  wooden  as  ever — a  little 
woodener,  perhaps,  on  account  of  the  hard  frost.  Under- 
officer  Schultz  came  to  read  the  orders.  Ordinarily  he 
would  have  read  them  dry  and  gone  away  dry ;  but  this 
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■was  Chriatmoa-time,  and  kindliness  prompted  the  wetting 
of  TJnder-officer  Schnlti'a  throat.  "  Champagne,  red 
cognac,  Schultz?" — "Cognac,  Herr  Haopt- 
iines  woodenly  from  the  lipa  of  Sehulti.  Schnltz 
bolted  a  big  glass  of  cognac,  and  then  read  the  orders. 
I  think  the  cognac  gave  him  unction  to  roll  out  aonor- 
oualy  the  scntencea  of  King  William's  address  to  hia 
troops,  which  was  on  order  for  last  night.  Then  he 
went  aboat  with  a  wooden  click  of  his  heels,  and  dis- 


There  was  a  continual  circulation  of  officers  as  we  sat  by 
the  board  in  the  wooden  house.  The  major  and  myself 
were  the  only  scdeutaries.  Dnty  called,  and  the  men 
obeyed  it.  About  midnight  Von  Zanthier  rose  and 
backled  on  bis  sword.  He  was  going  ronnd  with  the 
patrol  J  would  I  go  irith  him  ?  Certainly.  There  were 
the  officer,  three  men,  and  myself.  Out  we  went  into 
the  brushwood  beyond  any  of  our  posts.  There  were  the 
French  outposts,  not  500  yarda  off.  We  could  see  the 
fires  lit  by  the  sentries.  Could  a  neutral  go  aci'oss  and 
bavB  a  chat  with  them  ?  Well,  not  exactly ;  there  were 
two  or  three  obstacles.  Here  is  a  noise  in  the  brush- 
wood ;  somebody  is  coming  down  the  path  ;  there  ara 
three  men.  A  voice  says,  "  Venen,  megtieun ! "  It  is  a 
French  patrol,  and  the  officer  thinks  our  patrol  is  French 
too.  Von  Zanthier  and  his  men  accept  the  invitation, 
I  stand  fast.  Presently  he  comes  back  with  three 
prisoners — a  Mobile  officer  and  two  men.  The  officer  is 
a  thorough  gentleman.  On  our  way  back  to  the  Feld- 
wacht  he  has  an  immense  deal  to  say,  de  omnibus  rebut  et 
gyihutdam  tdiU.  When  we  get  back  we  find  tliat  that 
wonderful  man  in  the  white  cap  has  made  egg-flip  for 
UB.  The  Mobile  officer  joiua  us  heartily  in  a  canlker, 
and  does  not  need  to  be  pressed  to  take  a  little  supper. 
He  is  a  jewel  of  a  man.     He  tells  me  he  once  had  a  moor 
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in  Scotland.  He  laughs  at  the  notion  of  Paris  capitu- 
lating. The  Mobiles  alone  are  capable  of  averting  that 
fate.  They  certainly  are  not  very  brilliant  specimens,  the 
two  he  has  met  with ;  bat  then,  as  he  says,  "  they  were 
selected  promiscuously."  More  egg-flip,  and  then  the 
spring  mattresses. 


PAJDHERBB  MOVING. 


CHAPTER.  XVIir. 

WflrtK  the  Germans  before  Paria  were  enjoying  their 
Ziitbeaijahen  with  wine  and  Bong,  their  comrades  of  the  Sth 
Army  Corps  were  very  diSerently  occnpietl.  General  Faid- 
herbe  had  advanced  upon  Amiens  and  challenged  General 
ManteafTel  from  a  strong  position  which  he  had  taken  ar 
on  the  Halhi,  with  its  centre  at  Pont-Noyellea.  French 
accounts  state  that  Faidherl*  had  with  him  four  divi- 
sions, nambering  together  35,000  men;  German  acconnts 
give  Von  Giiben,  who  commanded  the  Germans,  30,000; 
bnt  all  the  German  writers  make  ont  Faidherbe's  nnme- 
rical  strength  to  have  been  twice  that  of  their  own  army. 
The  battle  was  fonght  on  the  23rd  of  December,  in  the 
severest  weather  of  an  extremely  hard  winter.  The  French, 
bj-  the  wlmission  of  their  adversarieB,  fought  well,  and, 
althongh  the  Germans  took  seven  villnges  in  their  front, 
Faidherbe  held  his  position  when  night  fell.  The  Corre- 
spondent with  Von  Gobcn  wrote  from  Querrieax,  on  the 


AflOT  the  first  battle  of  Amiens,  which  took  place  on  the 
25th,  26tb,  and  27th  of  November,  and  which  resulted  in 
the  destmction  of  what  was  then  called  the  "  Anny  of 
theNortb,"  the  remnants  of  the  latter  were  said  to  have 
fled  in  the  direction  of  Caen.  General  Manteuffel  re- 
Bolved  at  once  to  porsoe  them,  and  consequently  marched 
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on  Ronen,  -wliicli  was  taken  without  any  resistance,  and  to 
Pont-Audemer,  baying  a  small  but  interesting  engage- 
ment near  Forges,  wbere  about  300  prisoners  were 
captured.  Learning,  however,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
dispersed  army  had  gone  towards  Arras  and  Lille,  the 
commander-in-chief  altered  his  course,  turning  back  to 
Kouen,  where  he  received  intelligence  that  a  new  Army 
of  the  North  had  been  formed,  well  equipped,  in  posses- 
sion of  excellent  naval  guns,  and  well  served  by  expe- 
rienced mariners.  This  army  was  said  to  have  taken 
up  a  position  to  the  north  of  Amiens,  expecting  the 
approach  of  the  Prussians.  In  order  to  meet  the 
enemy  we  left  Chateau  Blangy-Trouville  this  morning 
as  early  as  five  o'clock.  It  was  extremely  cold,  and 
the  wind  blew  fiercely.  When  day  broke  30,000  men, 
with  a  powerful  artillery,  were  advancing  from  all 
quarters  to  a  huge  plain  near  the  village  from  which  I 
am  writing  this  letter.  The  place  is  bordered  by  a 
narrow  but  long  line  of  wood,  which  is  separated  by  a 
small  river  from  a  hill  extending  from  Querrieux  to 
Busy,  about  three  miles  in  length.  Along  this  hill  the 
French  army  was  posted,  with  its  batteries,  consisting  of 
over  seventy  heavy  guns,  ready  for  action.  On  the 
Prussian  side  the  15th  Division,  under  command  of 
General  von  Kummer,  was  ordered  to  advance  and  give 
battle,  whilst  the  16th  Division  was  to  move  on  the 
enemy's  right  wing,  and  so  encircle  him  as  to  leave  him 
no  other  choice  than  a  retreat  on  the  River  Somme, 
which  would  have  bcffen  fatal.  The  15th  and  16th 
Divisions,  it  must  be  remembered,  form  the  1st  Army 
Corps,  commanded  by  General  von  Goben,  whom  the 
Grermans  regard  as  the  Moltke  of  the  future. 

On  the  plain  mentioned  above,  orders  were  given  with  as 
much  minuteness  and  regularity  as  at  a  mere  drill  on 
ihe  Muhlheimer  Heide,  near  Cologne.     When  all  was 
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.  ammged  the  army  began  to  movo,  and  aft«r  abont  an 
boor's  mBrching  the  adranced  gnfird  was  near  enough 
to  the  eDemy  to  exchange  the  first  shots.  Bat  eoou 
afterwards  our  artillery  opened  their  fire,  which  was 
responded  to  by  the  Preach  in  the  most  regular  and 
constant  maaner.  They  aim-ed  wonderfullj-  wetl,  and 
not  only  did  they  damage  materially  the  Pmssian  artil- 
lery, but  even  silenced  one  of  onr  batteries. 

I  Whilst  cannonading  was  going  on  on  onr  right  wing,  the 
infantry  bad  token  the  villages  of  Qucrrienz  and  Pont- 
Noyclles  by  Btorm,  It  was  a  most  arduous  struggle,  and 
the  Prussian  and  French  dead  and  wounded  covered 
the  gronnil.  Thus  far  all  went  well  for  the  Prussiaiis 
daring  the  whole  day,  nntil  daricness  set  iu,  and  we 
were  especting  the  French  to  retire.  But  all  at  once  a 
fire  was  reopened  against  na  from  the  hill,  compared 
with  which  the  fire  at  Gravelotte  was  mere  child's  play. 

t  Darkness  Lad  began  to  set  in,  and  the  spectacle  wa:^ 
indescribably  grand.  To  this  fire  we  responded  but 
feebly,  for  our  men  bad  expended  their  ammunition. 
The  French,  noticing  this,  came  down  the  hill,  and  made 
A  HUCCGsafnl  attack  on  Querrieui.  The  33rd  Regiment 
began  to  retreat,  the  French  Ehells  constantly  bursting 
amidst  them,  when  the  Fusilier  Battalion  of  the  65th 
Regiment,  nnder  the  command  of  Major  von  Bastineller, 
came  and  checked  the  further  advance  of  the  French. 

•  Twice  the  latter  attempted  to  retake  the  village,  and 
twice  they  were  repulsed  by  the  same  battalion.  It  was 
a  hand-to-hand  fight.  Not  a  shot  was  fired.  Nothing 
was  Qsed  but  the  bayonet  or  the  sword.  After  the 
second  repulse,  the  G5th  Regimeot,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baron  von  Domberg,  remained  oltimately  in 
possession  of  the  village,  which  was  burning  in  three  or 

I  four  different  places,  the  flames  throwing  their  light  far 
... 
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nothing  but  troops,  and  hundreds  of  vehicles  of  aU 
kinds,  which  were  sent  from  Amiens  in  order  to  convey 
the  wonnded  to  the  hospital  established  in  the  spacious 
rooms  of  the  Museum.  Thither  I  hastened  late  in  the 
day.  The  highway  from  Querrieux  to  Amiens,  about 
twelve  Euglish  miles,  was  literally  covered  with 
waggons,  carriages,  carts,  and  all  kinds  of  vehicles 
crowded  with  poor  fellows  whose  limbs  had  been  crippled 
or  mutilated.  And  when  I  arrived  at  the  hospital, 
which  is  capable  of  accommodating  several  hundred 
patients,  it  was  already  overcrowded  to  such  a  degree 
that  large  numbers  of  unhappy  fellows  had  to  remain 
in  the  passages  while  the  surgeons  were  busy  applying 
the  first  bandages,  and  affording  relief  to  the  burning 
wounds.  It  was  a  terrible  scene  of  misery  and  suffer- 
ing. 

The  result  of  this  day's  fighting  seems  to  be  a  gain  io 
neither  party,  except  that  we  hold  possession  of  the 
villages  occupied  yesterday  by  the  enemy,  and  that  a 
large  number  of  prisoners  are  in  our  hands. 

The  battle  will  be  continued  to-morrow,  and  were  it  to  end 
in  a  French  victory,  its  result,  as  bearing  upon  the 
ultimate  issue  of  the  present  war,  would  be  of  no  material 
importance.     The  officers  with  whom  I  have  spoken  on 

•  the  subject,  when  they  were  brought  in  as  prisoners,  are 
all  aware  of  this.  However  it  may  end,  in  justice  to  the 
recently  formed  French  army  it  must  be  said,  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Republic  fight  infinitely  better  than  those 
of  the  Empire. 

On  the  24th  Von  Goben  awaited  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments which  General  Manteuffel  had  ordered,  and  General 
von  Senden  was  advancing  from  St.  Quentiii,  in  the  direction 
of  Corbie,  with  a  division,  and  Prince  Albrecht  from  Paris^ 
with  the  cavalry  of  the  Guard.     As  the  French  were  so. 
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Sttperior  in  immbera,  and  were  strong  in  artillery,  it  had 
been  suppoBed  that  General  Faidhcrbe  would  attack  ;  bat 
the  two  armies  stood  gazing  at  one  another  for  a  whole 
dajr,  and  on  Cbriatmaa  Day  the  French  retired  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Arras.  It  appeared  afterwards  that  Iheir  commander 
conld  not  depend  on  his  commissariat,  the  experience  of  six 
months  of  warfare  not  having  sufficed  toteach  the  military 
administration  of  France  the  importance  of  a  service  to  the 
inefficiency  of  which  they  owed  some  of  the  earliest  defeats 
of  the  campaign.  Perhaps  there  were  also  other  reasons 
■why  Genera]  Faidherbe  never  in  hia  brief  career  followed 
np  an  advantage,  bnt  conducted  his  campaign  on  the 
principle  of  "limited  liability." 

The   Correspondent    with   Von    Goben   wrote  on    the 
24tfa:— 

I^ont-2fhyeUeg,  Dee.  I>4.— General  von  Manteuffel  did  not 
retom  to-night  to  Amiens,  but  remained  with  his  staff 
at  Qnerrieux ;  and  in  a  light  in  which  yon  could  just 
distingnjah  a  soldier  from  a  tree,  cannonading  was  heard 
again  on  the  right  wing  of  the  French  army.  To-day 
the  16th  Division,  under  the  command  of  General 
von  Barnekow,  was  in  front,  whilst  the  15th  Division 
formed  the  reserve,  having  the  same  position  as  yester- 
day ;  the  left  wing  at  Querrieox  extending  along  the 
wood  in  front  of  the  enemy  down  to  Busy  and  Daours. 

The  roaring  of  the  cannon  was  int{>rming!ed  with  the  dis- 
charge of  rifles,  but  all  the  shooting  came  from  the 
French,  and  nothing  or  very  little  was  heard  from  the 
16th  Division.  The  explanation  was  given  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  French  having  early 
enough  seen  our  movements,  were  at  once  impressed 
with  the  danger  of  their  position,  and  with  their  ntter 
peril  if  the  Germans  should  succeed  in  completing  their 
tactios.     It  wonld  hare  been  nothing  but  a  repetitioa 
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of  the  manoeuvre  at  Sedan.  Thej  peopled,  therefore,  the 
top  of  the  hill  with  soldiers,  and  feigned  an  intention  to 
continue  the  battle.  For  that  purpose  they  discharged 
cannons  and  rifles,  galloped  to  and  fro  along  the  line, 
and  showed  themselves  exceedingly  busy.  But  in  the 
rear,  behind  the  hill,  a  diflerent  movement  was  going 
on,  consisting  in  conveying  men,  horses,  and  cannons 
to  the  railway  train.  This  completed,  the  dummies 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  suddenly  disappeared.  When 
the  16th  Division  had  completed  their  arrangements 
they  found  the  cage  empty — the  bird  had  flown.  The 
French  had  retreated  to  Arras  and  Lille.  What  a  terrible 
sight  was  the  battle-fleld !  Hundreds  of  the  French 
killed  were  lefb  on  the  spot;  here  knapsacks,  there 
ammunition,  rifles,  tents,  uniforms — a  horrible  medley. 
It  was  then  only  we  could  see  how  hard  the  struggle 
must  have  been  yesterday  about  the  villages  of  Pont- 
Noyelles  and  Querrieux. 

Wherever  there  was  a  stone,  a  tree,  or  anything  affording 
protection,  there  were  signs  of  fighting — a  helmet,  a 
kepi,  a  broken  rifle.  The  cemetery  was  full  of  corpses, 
the  sheds  and  hovels  turned  into  cemeteries.  Poor 
fellows !  I  do  not  know  whether  in  consequence  of  the 
agonies  they  suffered,  or  from  some  other  cause,  but  it 
is  a  &ct  that  nearly  all  of  them  had  their  hands  raised 
above  their  heads,  as  if  praying  to  the  Almighty — ^perhaps 
to  shorten  their  sufferings.  The  Christmas  of  1870  will 
indeed  be  a  day  of  sorrow  and  tears  in  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  hitherto  happy  families. 

Alherty  Dec,  25. — From  the  date  of  this  note  you  will 
perceive  that  we  are  pursuing  the  enemy  in  the  direction 
of  Arras  and  Lille.  It  seems  intended  this  time  not 
to  let  him  loose  until  he  surrenders  or  is  dispersed. 
Though  the  task  of  the  First  Army  is  fulfilled  in  keep- 
ing him  off  Paris,  General  von  Manteuffel  is,  apparently. 
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not  satisfied  witli  that  alone.      The  German  soldiera  are 

in  excellent  spirits,  in  spite  of  the  great  cold  which 

prevails  this  year  in  the  north  of  France.     Our  pro- 

1  inexhanstible,  and,  above  all,  tlie  state  of 

the  men'fi  health  is  really  c:icellent.      The  inhabitants 

behave   well,  and  wherever  we  are  expected  food  is 

prepared  in  advance,  so  that  a  few  minutes  aflcr  their 

are  at  the  table  busy  with  knife  and 

fork.      Give  him  enough   to  eat  and  drink,  and  the 

a  soldier,  as  a  role,  is  a.  good-hearted  fellow. 

Soequiffny  {near  Arras),  Dee.  '17. — The  results  of  the 
battle  on  the  23rd  and  '24th  instant,  of  which  I  sent 
yon  an  account,  become  clearer  than  they  were  when 
I  wrote  first.  An  account  hy  General  Faidherbc,  the 
commaBder  of  the  Army  of  the  North,  is  published  in 
Le  Fa*  de  Calais.     It  is  aa  follows  :— 

"  Yesterday  we  were  engaged  in  a  battle  before  Cor^ 
hie,  the  line  eAt^nding  over  six  kilometres,  the  right  wing 
being  at  Contay,  the  centre  at  Pont-Noyelles  and  Qner- 
rieni  on  the  small  river  I'Hollii,  the  left  wing  at  Daoura. 
The  battle  lasted  from  eleven  in  the  morning  until  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  chances  of  success  having  no 
decided  character,  when  one  of  our  batteries  became 
dismounted  and  a  battalion,  of  onr  Mobiles  began  to 
retreat.  Under  snch  circumstances,  it  was  due  to  the 
c&brts  of  our  Marines  that  our  line  of  defence  has  been 
maintained.  The  elan  was  admirable.  After  a  <jharge 
■with  the  bayonet  one  company,  comprising  150  Marines, 
threw  themselves  on  Pont-Noyeilcs,  in  order  to  take  the 
village  from  the  Prussians ;  forced,  however,  by  a  ter- 
rible fasilade  of  the  latter,  they  retired  with  a  los8  of 
thirteen  men.  The  Prussians  did  not  gain  any  ground, 
Hiid  our  men  have  eJept  on  our  original  positions  in  spite 
of  the  cold  weather  during  the  night.  On  onr  left  wing 
Daours  has  been  occunied  by  the  enemy.     The  French 
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have  demolished  two  bridges — ^the  one  over  the  Somme, 
and  the  other  a  railway  bridge.  The  general  staff  has 
been  transferred  this  morning  to  the  head-quarters  at 
La  Haussoye,  which  is  in  the  centre  pf  the  action.  At 
eleven  in  the  morning  our  troops  stood  *en  ligne.'  Our 
losses  of  yesterday  have  been  estimated  at  about  250 
killed  and  800  wounded ;  those  of  the  Prussians  must 
have  been  considerably  larger." 

Thus  far  the  account  of  General  Faidherbe  I  consider 
as  close  to  the  truth  as  possible  ;  but  it  was  written 
before  the  General  had  noticed  the  movement  of  our 
16th  Brigade,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had  considered 
the  retreat  the  wiser  plan  to  be  adopted.  Thus  the  vic- 
tory must  be  ascribed  to  the  Prussians. 

Von  Goben  followed  Faidherbe  with  only  one  of  his 
divisions — the  15th,  with  which  he  ^had  fought  at  Pont- 
Noyelles — and  with  the  younger  Prince  Albrecht's  flying 
column,  of  about  the  strength  of  a  brigade,  to  Bapaume, 
sending  the  16th  Division  to  invest  Poronne,  and  keep 
the  communications — a  disposition  of  his  forces  which 
could  only  be  justified  by  the  event,  and  which  could  not 
fail  to  tempt  the  French  commander  to  attack  him  before 
he  could  concentrate  his  forces.  Faidherbe,  who,  after 
the  battle  of  Pont^Noyelles,  had  retired  to  the  triangle 
protected  by  Lille,  Arras,  and  Cambray,  when  Von  Goben 
proceeded  to  Bapaume,  advanced  cautiously,  on  the  30th^ 
from  Vitry,  direct  upon  his  position.  On  the  2nd  his 
advanced  guard  attacked  the  Prussian  post  before  Ba- 
paume, but,  owing  to  the  failure  of  a  subordinate  general, 
without  serious  effect.  On  the  3rd  a  well-planned  attack 
was  made  upon  the  villages  before  Bapaume,  which  the 
Germans,  after  hard  fighting,  were  compelled  to  yields 
but  Faidherbe  paused  before  the  town  itself.  His  own  ac- 
count of  the  matter  was,  that  he  had  again  run  short  of  pro* 
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Tiaions  and  ammanition,  and  this,  altbongli  he  was  only  a 
few  miles  in  front  of  a  fortress.  Goben  held  Bapaome, 
and  Faidherbe  retired,  each  claiming  the  victory,  and  each 
greatly  exaggerating  whatever  advantage  belonged  to  him. 
P^ronno  capitulated,  Faidherbe  cot  having  ventured  to 
ranee  to  its  relief  Tlie  Correspondent  with  Von 
[  Goben  wrot«,  on  the  4th  of  January,  irom  Bapaame  ; — 

Qeneral  Faidherbe  is  not  only  a  veiy  brave  but  likewise 
a  very  industrioas  soldier;  and  whatever  may  ultimately 
be  the  fate  of  his  army,  no  one  will  ever  deny  that  lie 
has  given  more  trouble  to  the  Prussians  daring  the  last 
fevf  days  than  any  Imperial  general  ever  did.  After 
the  attack  of  the  15th  Diviaion  on  the  North  Army, 
on  the  23rd  and  2'lth  of  December,  I  did  not  expect  to 
have  so  soon  to  record  a  battle ;  yet  a  severe  one  took 
place  yesterday  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  in 
the  suburbs  of  this  little  town.  The  French  were  the 
aggressors,  and  the  speed  tvith  which  a  battle  was 
delivered,  after  the  heavy  losses  in  the  battle  near 
Amiens,  may  be  the  consequence  of  a  request  of  General 
Trochu. 

General  Faidherbe  was  resolved  to  rescue  Peronne,  which 
a  now  undergoing  a  very  heavy  bombardment.  Attacking 
part  of  the  16th  Division  in  the  north  of  Bapatime,  he 
inflicted  heavy  losses  on  the  28th  and  68th  Regiments 

I  of  Infantry,  A  battle,  however,  being  expected  yester- 
day morning,  the  15th  Dirision  had  likewise  been 
ordered  to  take  np  position  near  Bapanme,  together 
with  Prince  Albrecht's  detachment,  maldng  up  the  total 
number  of  our  army  to  about  16,iXH)  men.  The  6.5th 
Infantiy  Regiment  having  been  ordered  to  hold  the 
town,  which  commands  the  high  road  from  Arras  to 
P6ronne,  the  rest  of  the  array  moved,  at  about  sis  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  towards  Sapignies  and  Favreuil,  where 
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the  enemy's  army  had  its  right  wii^g.  After  an  hour's 
marching  the  fire  "was  first  opened  by  our  33rd  Regi- 
ment, promptly  replied  to  by  French  infisintry  as  well  as 
by  artillery.  It  is  as  well  to  mention  here  at  once,  that 
the  French  attempts  to  bring  heavy  pieces  on  the  battle- 
field have  proved  a  perfect  success,  and  if  you  peruse 
the  recordi^  of  losses  after  each  battle,  you  will  find  the 
contingent  of  the  Prussian  artillery  very  great.  Thus, 
one  of  our  batteries  lost  yesterday  two  officers,  twenty- 
five  men,  and  thirty-six  horses. 

The  French  Army  of  the  North,  being  in  possession  of 
excellent  cannon,  must  likewise  be  acknowledged  to 
know  how  to  make  the  best  use  of  them.  From  com- 
manders in  the  artillery,  who  have  been  in  nearly  all  the 
battles  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  I 
have  heard  encomiums  lavished  on  the  artillery  of 
the  Republic,  as  being  so  superior  to  that  of  the  Empire 
that  comparison  would  be  an  ofience  to  the  former.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  Republican  soldiers,  but  they 
share  with  the  soldiers  of  the  Empire  the  misfortune  of 
being  without  skilled  leaders.  Nevertheless,  I  must 
repeat  what  I  said  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  con- 
sidering the  bulk  of  the  Army  of  the  North  as  recruits, 
the  sailors  only  excepted,  they  have  behaved  well,  exe- 
cuting several  charges  with  the  bayonet  against  old 
well-trained  Prussian  warriors.  This  they  did  with  a 
courage  and  gallantry  which  does  them  great  credit. 
Poor  fellows  !  During  one  of  those  charges  one  bat- 
talion had  to  pass  battalions  of  Prussians  hidden  at 
about  five  yards'  distance.  A  ftill  charge  was  given 
from  the  needle-guns  with  a  result  so  terrible,  that  it 
will  remain  impressed  on  my  mind  during  the  rest  of 
my  life.  I  doubt  whether  fifHy  men  of  that  battalion 
remained  alive  or  unwounded.  What  a  minute  before 
was  a  body  of  French  soldiers,  burning  with  patriotism. 
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wax  now  a  heap  of  misery  aad  woe.  Never  have  I 
witnessed  snch  carnage  as  was  the  case  here,  and  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at  that  the  few  who  remained  nnhnri 
book  to  flight  as  qaicklj  as  they  could.  In  other 
iBces  the  French  were  not  less  mercileBs  to  onr  regi- 
Thus,  when  storming  a  village  held  by  onr  33rd 
ment,  the  French  not  only  carried  the  village  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  but  killed  about  100  of  one  single 
battalion,  which  at  the  same  time  had  lost  all  its  officers, 
a  colonel,  commander  of  a  cavalry  regiment, 
stumble  with  his  horse  and  break  his  left  thigh-bone. 
Borne  of  his  soldiers  came  to  assist  him,  and  while 
requesting  them  not  to  carry  Iiim  away  bat  to  allow  him 
to  look  on  at  the  combat,  be  was  shot  in  the  left  arm. 
"  Now,  boys,"  he  said,  "it  is  getting  hot  here  ;  take  me 
away."  He  was  taken,  and  scarcely  carried  away  fifty 
yards,  when  he  got  another  shot  in  the  chest,  and  was 
killed  instantaneonsly.  I  saw  another  case  of  bravery 
of  a  sergeant  belonging  to  tbe  28th  Regiment.  Wien 
wounded  by  two  ballets,  on  his  left  arm  and  in  the  back, 
he  came  running  to  Dr.  Beigel,  of  London,  who  was  on 
dntf,  and  operating  in  the  hospital,  asking  him  whether 
it  wonld  be  dangerous  to  life  if  he  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment to  continue  faking  part  in  the  combat.  Scarcely 
had  the  doctor  replied  in  the  negative  than  the  ser- 
geant took  to  bis  heels  and  returned  in  full  speed  to 
fightthe French.  The  battle  continued dnringthewhole 
day,  the  French  line  extending  from  Sapignies,  which 
they  had  taken,  down  to  Ligny,  Tilloy,  and  Harlen- 
conrt,  in  the  south  of  Bapanme.  When  the  sun  be- 
gan to  sink  they  had  their  posts  in  some  of  the  streets 
of  Bapanme  itself,  about  thirty  yards  distant  from 
the  Prussian  outposts,  eTchanging  shota  with  them. 
The  65th  Eegiment  now  began  to  prepare  for  a  figbt 
in  tbe  streets,  to  build  barricades  at  every  entrance  of 
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the  town,  and  to  turn  every  window  into  a  loophole. 
The  aspect  of  the  town  was  terrible  indeed,  the  inhabi- 
tants, inll  of  fear,  fled  into  the  cellars,  and  even  the 
soldiers  looked  earnest  and  gloomy,  for  the  French 
army  was  twice,  if  not  three  times,  as  numerous  as 
that  of  the  Prussians,  numbering  45,000  men,  with 
forty  heavy  guns  of  the  marine.  Dnring  several  hours, 
General  von  Kummer  was  seen  between  the  line  of  the 
advancing  posts,  exposing  himself  to  the  French  fire, 
and  one  of  his  adjutants  was  wounded.  Fortunately 
the  battle  did  not  extend  into  Bapaume,  and  at  about 
midnight  orderlies  arrived  with  the  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  had  left  that  part  of  the  town  which  he  had  taken, 
and  was  retreating  on  the  whole  line.  This,  I  suppose, 
was  for  two  reasons  ;  first,  because  the  first  battalion  of 
the  65th  Regiment  had  carried  before  dark,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  the  villages  of  Ligny,  Tilloy,  and 
Harlencourt — an  advance  which  counteracted  all  the 
French  had  gained  during  the  day ;  and  secondly,  the 
French  learned  that  their  losses  had  been  far  more 
numerous  than  they  had  imagined.  The  ambulance  of 
Bapaume  having  been  overcrowded,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours  an  hospital  was  established  within  the 
spacious  rooms  of  the  old  barracks,  where  in  the  even- 
ing I  saw  about  600  wounded  soldiers,  fifty  of  the  number 
French.  The  total  amount  of  the  losses  on  both  sides 
is  not  yet  known.     I  estimate  it  at  3,000  at  least. 

To-day  we  hear  that  the  enemy,  pursued  by  two  regiments 
of  cavalry,  had  gone  as  far  back  as  Groiselle. 

That  General  Faidherbe  should  have  done  no  more  with 
his  Army  of  the  North,  whose  advance  was  so  eagerly 
looked  for  in  Paris,  is  less  surprising  than  that  he  should 
have  been  able  to  bring  it  into  a  state  of  so  much 
efficiency.    He  seems  to  have  resisted  a  pressure  like 
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that  to  which  General  Chanzy  yielded,  and  wheo  he  went 
to  battle  left  his  worst  i-egiments  behind.  It  mast  have 
been  one  of  these  Utter  which  an  occasional  Corre- 
spondent saw  at  Boalogne,  on  the  26th  of  December,  and 
which  is  described  in  the  following  letter : — 

Perhaps  yoor  readers,  and  especially  those  femiliar  with 
Boulogne,  will  be  interested  in  learning  what  haa  been 
going  on  there  recently.  On  arriving  a  few  days  ago, 
instead  of  the  familiar  faees  of  the  cnstom-honse  officers, 
who  generally  crowd  round  when  the  English  Hteamer 
lands  her  passengers,  I  saw  nothing  but  armed  men.  I 
«ay  armed  by  courtesy,  as  I  will  by-and-by  explain.  These 
men  were  the  Mohiliiia  dt  la  Somme,  the  majority  having 
retreated  &om  Abbeville,  as  I  snbseqnently  learnt  &oni 
one  of  them,  who  seemed  delighted  to  have  done  go,  for 
he  added,  "It  was  time  to  go,  for  the  Prussians  had 
entered  at  the  other  gate."  And  well  they  might  retreat, 
for,  with  their  piston-guns,  witbont  much  ammunition, 
scarcely  drilled  and  badly  officered,  they  could  not  have 
donemucbfor  the  cause  of  their  conntry.  It  waslateint^ 
afternoon,  and  as  their  drill  had  just  terminated,  I  post- 
poned further  scrutiny  of  the  men  until  next  morning. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  Cafe  Veyez,  where  one  is  always 
certain  to  find  nine-tenths  of  the  officers  quartered  in 
Boulogne  ;  and  plenty  of  the  Mohxlah  were  there,  sure 
enough.  They  seemed  as  raw  as  their  soldiers,  and  were 
expresaingto  one  another  their  childish  admiration  of  their 
uniforms.  Some  had  revolvers,  which  they  took  much 
pleasure  in  showing  to  everybody,  until  an  impatient 
customer  (no  doubt  an  American)  told  them,  loud  enough 
for  all  the  cafe  to  hear  him,  that  "  in  his  country  every 
child  above  nine  years  of  age  knew  the  use  of  those 
toys,"  This  had  quite  a  depressing  elTect  on  the  officers. 
Entering  into  conversation  with  (hem,  I  tried  to  ascertain 
TOL.  tl.  U 
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their  opinion  abont  the  present  state]  of  things.  They 
had  a  vague  notion  that  matters  were  getting  better  for 
France.  They  had  been  obliged  to  retreat  because  they 
had  no  breech-loading  arms,  but  "  they  would  haye  some 

soon,  and  then "     The  Government  of  the  National 

Defence  they  neither  liked  nor  disliked.  It  was  the  same 
with  regard  to  England.  "  The  English  ought  to  have 
lent  us  a  hand,"  they  said ;  "  we  fought  the  Crimean  war 
for  them."  This  was  new  to  me  who  had  just  read 
Kinglake. 

Next  morning,  at  half-past  six,  bugles  sounded,  and  four 
companies  assembled  at  the  Douane  to  receive  tenpence- 
halfpenny  (two  days  pay)  and  a  loaf  (two  days  rations). 
This  took  three  hours  and  a  half.  Most  of  the  men  had 
been  lodging  in  houses  in  the  town,  but  a  great  many 
had  been  lying  on  some  straw  in  the  entrepdt,  and  looked 
dirty  and  cold.  At  last  the  "  distribution  "  was  over, 
and  they  went  up  the  Grande  Rue  to  the  foot  of  the 
ramparts,  where  they  were  to  be  drilled.  The  scene  was 
simply  ludicrous.  The  officers,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, kept  aloof,  talking  with  their  Mends ;  one  or  two 
with  some  sergeants  and  corporals  read  out  of  a  little 
blue  manual  the  theory  of  skirmishing,  and  from  time  to 
time  gave  orders :  Avancez  en  tirailleurs  I  Feu  a  volonie ! 
Yisez  haut !  These  commands,  especially  the  latter, 
were  obeyed  with  alacrity,  the  men  firing  at  the  trees 
on  the  ramparts  as  if  they  were  Prussians.  Although 
the  men  had  muzzle-loaders,  yet  some  were  supposed  to 
be  firing  with  breech-loaders,  and  made  a  pretence  of 
loading  accordingly,  never  putting  their  hand  to  a  place 
where  a  pouch  ought  to  have  been,  but  merely  acting  as 
though  they  were  opening  and  shutting  a  snuff-box. 
Judging  by  the  rapidity  of  their  movements,  the  breech- 
loaders they  are  to  receive  will  blaze  away  a  good  many 
rounds  per  minute.    Most  of  the  men,  however,  were 
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engaged  in  position  drill.  Then  they  formed  in  battalion, 
and  performed  sandry  evolutions  in  so  clumsy  a  manner 
tbat  the  ofScera  gave  it  op  in  despair,  split  the  battalion 
II  into  aqnads  of  six  and  tea  men,  and  ordered  skirmish- 
^xng  again.  This  Beemed  to  afford  the  mcu  no  small 
m  delight,  whicb  was  expressed  by  a  general  UumUi.  "  It 
is  difficult  to  teach  what  one  is  ignorant  of  one's  self," 
remarked  one  officer  to  another. 
Of  discipline  there  was  none.  The  men  never  saluted  their 
officers,  and  spoke  to  tbem  with  -easy,  and  in  some  cases 
.  impudent,  familiarity.  Some  had  nniforms,  but  few  bad 
sheaths  for  their  bayonete  or  poaches  for  their  ammuni- 
tion. Everything  about  them  was  dirty.  The  Bonlon- 
nais  found  all  this  quite  natural.  "  What  can  you 
aotpeot? — they  are  Mahiliii»."  After  drill  there  was  a 
Tnah  to  the  Sous-Pr6Fecture  to  read  the  despatches,  and 
especially  a  largo  placard  signed  "  Leon  Gambetta." 
This  placard  gave  a  thousand  and  one  reasons  why  the 
-woondB  inflicted  by  Pmssian  arms  were  not  to  be  feared ; 
tiiey  were  not  so  dangerous  as  was  thought ;  the  wound 
(fifs  PmBsian  triangular  bayonet  waa  hot  the  prick  of  a 
|nn;  and,  besides,  the  Prussians  being  in  such  compact 
,  masses,  it  was  easier  to  cliargeinto  them,  as  there  was  a 
certainty  of  driving  a  bayonet  into  somebody,  &c.  I  may 
yet  be  able  to  send  you  a  copy  of  this  curious  document. 
The  Mobiles  read  every  line  of  it,  but  did  not  seem  con- 
vinced, especiatly  as  there  was  &  wounded  Tnrco,  who 
did  not  look  any  the  better  for  the  treatment  he  had 
leceived  at  the  bands  of  his  enemies.  He  was,  however, 
in  good  spirits,  and  was  desirous  of  fighting  as  soon  as 
he  had  recOTered. 
Lat«r  in  the  day  I  rode  to  Le  Portel,  a  fishing  village 
six  miles  distant,  where  I  found  another  battalion  of 

IMobilUes  at  drill.     Certainly  they  were  in  better  condi- 
tion than  tiioae  at  Boulogne.     When  the  distribution  of 
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bread  came,  two  companies  had  to  go  without,  as  there 
was  not  enough.  Eiye  or  six  threw  down  their  arms ; 
the  adjutant  cbrew  oat  a  pistol,  put  into  it  enough  shot 
and  powder  to  blow  his  hand  off  if  he  fired,  and 
threatened  to  make  an  example.  Whereupon  the 
mutineers  began  to  blubber,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
who  told  his  officer  he  would  serve  him  as  he  had  done 
the  previous  day.  I  inquired  afterwards  what  that  was, 
and  was  told  that  this  very  man  had  torn  the  officer's 
coat  from  off  his  back  and  roughly  shaken  him,  without 
anybody  interfering.  There  seemed  to  be  little  more 
than  bread  to  eat.  On  the  sands  a  dozen  men  were 
roasting  a  small  pig,  and  were  bargaining  with  a  fisher- 
man for  a  gull ;  he  wanted  two  francs  for  it,  and  they 
offered  eight  sous  for  it,  but  the  man  was  firm  and  kept 
his  bird. 

I  rode  back  to  Boulogne ;  the  ostler  of  the  stable  whence  I 
had  hired  my  horse  told  me  he  had  been  giving  instruction 
in  riding  to  four  officers,  who,  however,  had  got  tired  of 
it  after  two  or  three  lessons,  and  protested  against  being 
made  Uhlans  of.  To  sum  up,  what  I  saw  of  the  Mobilises 
gave  me  but  a  poor  idea  of  their  capacity  for  fighting, 
and  it  can  only  be  hoped  that  they  will  not  for  a  long 
time  have  to  face  an  enemy. 

During  the  month,  gallant  Phalsburg,  disrl fining  to 
capitulate,  and  yet  having  no  means  of  prolonging  its 
defence,  opened  its  gates  to  the  enemy,  compelled  to  take 
this  course  by  want  of  food.  Montmedy  also,  which 
had  long  been  a  sharp  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  invaders, 
surrendered  on  the  24th  of  December,  after  a  severe 
bombardment.  Meziores,  which  had  been  so  often  sum- 
moned and  threatened,  was  compelled  to  capitulate  on  the 
second  Say  of  the  new  year.  All  these  towns,  the  fortifi- 
cations of  which  were  constructed  when  the  range  of 


J   BOMBARDED   TOWX. 


165 


artillery   was   very  mDch  less   than  it  is   now,  saficred 
terribly  nnder  the  bombardment. 

Mr.  J.  Deaixtonn  Wood,  a  gentleman  who  visited  the 
"  head-quarters "  of  the  French  Peasant  Relief  Fund  at 
Bedan,  wrote  there,  two  dajs  after  the  surrender  of  Mezieres, 
the  following  acconnt  of  his  visit  to  the  latter  town : — 

I  was  glad  to  avail  myself  ycBterdaj  of  the  invitation  of 
M.  Gulden,  the  Protestant  pastor  of  this  town,  to  nc- 
company  him  to  Mezitres,  whicb  he  had  determiived  to 
visit  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  members 
of  his  church  there  had  been  injured  by  the  recent 
bombardment.  We  started  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  in  a  small  open  carriage  ;  and  as  the  distance  is 
only  abont  fonrteeu  miles,  wo  ought  to  have  accomplished 
the  journey  in  a  little  more  than  two  hoars,  if  our  horse 
had  not  been  a  wretehed  animal,  which  more  than  once 

ae  to  a  dead  stop.  The  weather  continued  very  cold 
(my  breath  freezingon  my  heard  and  moustache),  and  the 
whole  country  was  one  vast  sheet  of  white.  After  some 
time  we  saw,  on  a  little  hill  on  the  right,  the  Chat«au 
3  Belle-Vue,  where  the  Emperor  signed  the  capifula- 
tion,  and  we  soon  anerwards  passed  the  house  (now 
converted  into  an  inn)  where  the  famous  interview 
took  place  between  him  and  Bismarck.  Then  came 
into  view  a  hill  with  a  building  on  its  summit,  from 
which  the  King  of  Prussia  and  Moltke  watched  the 
battle.  We  now  overtook  endless  trains  of  waggons, 
ftill  of  huge,  round,  flat  loavea,  brought  all  the  way  from 
Germany,  and  of  quarters  of  slaughtered  beasts,  red  and 
repulsive  in  appearance.     Now  and  then,  too,  was  to  be 

n  a  waggon  laden  with  anamunition.  The  stream  of 
traffic  reminded  me  of  what  used  to  be  seen  along  the  road 
leading  to  one  of  the  large  gold-fields  of  Victoria,  when 
everything  that  was  used  had  to  be  brought  &om  Mel* 
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bonme.  At  each  entrance  of  one  or  two  villages  through 
which  we  passed,  boards  were  fastened  to  the  trees, 
with  the  words  "  Rinderpest,  Peste  Bovine,"  written 
on  them,  and  at  one  spot  wo  obsei'ved  a  man  digging  a, 
grave  for  a  beast.  On  the  other  side  of  the  road  we 
saw  a  man  whom  we  at  first  supposed  to  bo  aimilarly 
engaged,  but  by-aud-by  roade  out  that  ha  was  skiniiing  & 
horse  which  had  probably  been  killed  by  some  stray 
shell.  How  completely  roads  (like  everything  else  in 
this  part  of  France)  exist  merely  for  German  naes,  was 
proved  by  the  6ngerposta,  or  rather  boards  fastened  to 
poplars,  indicating  the  way  "  nach "  this  place  and 
that  place.  As  we  approached  Mezieres  we  passed 
barricades  which  had  been  erected  across  the  road. 
If  I  remember  rightly,  there  were  throe  of  them,  at 
different  points — one  of  planks  and  the  other  two  of 
stones.  We  saw  also  ropes  of  plaited  straw  which  had 
been  fastened  to  the  trees  and  stretched  across  the  road, 
fio  as  to  impede  the  advance  of  cavalry.  On  crosaing 
the  railway  we  saw  the  telegraph  wires  trailing  along 
the  ground,  but  already  the  Germans  were  at  work 
raising  and  stretching  them.  Not  far  from  Mezieres  wo 
passed  a  small  gang  of  French  prisoners,  One  could 
not  but  feel  pity  for  the  poor  fellows,  so  I  handed  over 
all  the  half-franc  pieces  in  my  pocket  to  M.  Gulden  to 
give  to  them.  He  of  course  asked  permission  from  the 
sergeant  in  charge  of  them,  who,  being  accosted  in 
German,  was  at  first  under  the  pleasing  delusion  that 
some  sympathizing  fellow -conn  trym  an  wished  to  maico 
him  a  present ;  bnt  he  was  speedily  undeceived. 

As  we  drew  still  nearer  to  the  town  we  were  able  to  make 
out  the  gannt  gable-ends,  with  great  gaps  where  walls 
shonld  have  been,  and  we  could  trace  a.  faint  cloud  of 
smoke,  but  the  spire  of  the  principal  church  rose  high 
in  the  air,  apparently  uninjured.     At  the  gate  we  wera 
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r&tlier  dismayed  at  being  asked  for  oar  pass,  for  as  the 
if  Sedan  had  assured  H.  Gulden  that  n 
was  necessary,  we  were  not  provided  with  any.  The 
pastor,  however,  being  an  Alsatian,  and  therefore  speak- 
ing German  as  fluently  aa  a  native,  was  able  to  persuade 
the  sentry  to  allow  the  carriB,ge  to  proceed  to  the  gnard- 
honsc,  where  he  was  to  seek  permission  from 
to  enter  the  town.  On  reaching  the  guard-house,  how- 
evei,  no  officer  was  to  bo  seen,  and  no  hindrance  1 
offered  to  our  progrosa.  When  we  reached  the  part  of 
the  town  which  had  suffered  most  severely  from  the 
bombardment,  the  scene  of  destruction  which  presented 
itself  baffles  description.  Aliout  one-third  of  Uezieres, 
according  to  the  computation  of  M.  Gulden,  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  it,  lies  in  ruina.  I  had  seen  Bazeilles 
the  day  before,  and  terrible  as  were  the  traces  of  the 
work  of  destruction  there,  they  were  not  so  striking  (at 
the  present  time  at  all  events)  as  those  in  this  part  of 
Kederes.  Ai  Bazeilles  the  walls  of  the  houses  are 
standing,  and  the  streets  are  free  of  debris,  bat  at 
Mezicres,  in  many  places,  the  site  of  the  house  is  a  mere 
waste,  and  not  a  stone  of  tbe  front  wall  has  been  left 
standing.  The  narrow  streets  were  so  choked  up  with 
&Ilen  stones  that  it  was  difficult  in  many  places  to  get 
along.  Groups  of  German  soldiers  were  picking  their 
steps  over  the  heaps  of  rubbish.  Some  of  tbem  had 
made  their  way  to  some  cellar,  where  they  had  discovered 
a  treasure  in  the  shape  of  bottles  of  wine.  At  one  place 
we  saw  a  namber  of  people  looking  in,  and  upon  inquiring 
the  reason,  we  were  informed  by  a  German  that  a  cellar 
bad  fallen  in  and  buried  five  soldiers ;  whether  or  not  they 
had  been  all  killed  was  not  known.  We  made  our  way 
to  the  church,  and  as  we  entered  it  trod  upon  heaps  of 
wheat.  Several  shells  had  penetrated  tbe  building. 
One  had  come  through  the  east  window,  making  a  great 
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gap  in  the   etained   glass.     There  were  also  one  or  two    ^^M 
holes  in  the  roof,  throngh  which  the  sky  could,  be  seen. 
The  altar  was  a  mass  of  rains,  among  which  I  picked 
np  as  relics  a  broken  finial,  a  piece  of  an  iron  ornament, 
and  a  fragment  of  a  shell.     When  the  Allies  invested 
Mfei^ree,    after  the   battle   of  Waterloo,   a   shell   was 
thrown  into  the  north  aisle,  which  has  remained  sticking 
in  the  roof  ever  since.     The  church  will  long  bear  more     ^m 
grievons  traces  of  the  siege  of  1871.                                        ^M 

It  was  impossible  to  ascertain  with   any  certainty  th»    ^H 
number  of  civilians  who  were  kUled  dnring  the  bom-    ^H 
bardment.     We  heard  some  accounts,  which  were  pro-    ^^M 
bably  greatly  exa^erated.     One  woman  told  ns,  with   ^^M 
much  emotion,  of  fourteen  persona  having  been  killed  in    ^^1 
a  cellar,  among  them  a  woman  who  had  just  been  de- 
livered of  her  first  child,  together  with  the  baby  and  the 
midwife.     A  young  officer  informed  M.  Gulden  that  tho 
total  number  of  the  civil  poptilation  killed  was  bat  twenty.     ^M 
eight,  and  that  there  were  very  few  wounded.     We  had    ^^M 
some  bouillon  at  the  house  of  a  confectioner,  an  old  man,     ^H 
who  toid  UB,  trembling  vrith  excitement,  how  his  other 
house  had  been  destroyed.    We  found  huddled  together  in 
a  room  at  the  bottom  of  a  court  the  family  of  a  druggist, 
whose  house  had  been  utterly  swept  away.     Here  and      ^_ 
there  wandered    through    the  streets  gensdarmes  and     ^H 
Bwordless  French  officers.     We  had  unfortunately  litUo     ^M 
opportauity  of  looking  about  ns,  for  no  one  was  allowed     ^H 
to  leave  the  town  after  two  o'clock ;  and  as  our  alnggiab     ^H 
horse  had  made  our  journey  a  long  one,  our  stay  in     ^H 
M^zieres  was  extremely  limited.     However,  M.  Gulden     ^M 
and  I  have  just  arranged  to  go  again  to-morrow  by  an     ^H 
omnibus,  which  is  now   running   daily  between  it  and      ^H 
Sedan.     We  were  considerably  delayed  in  leaving  by     ^H 
the  stream  of  waggons  which  was  pouring  through  tha     ^H 
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ing  bear  the  inarka  o£  shells.  Close  to  the  gate  lay  a 
dead  horse,  with  a  hole  in  its  shoalder,  and  a  pool  of 
blood  beside  it,  and  a  Toot  or  two  ofF  was  the  rod  cap  of 
a  soldier.  At  ber  earnest  entreaty  wo  took  up  a  woman 
into  onr  carriage  to  get  her  out  of  the  town.  She  had 
come  from  Sedan  to  see  her  son,  who  was  a  soldier,  but 
he  had  been  marched  away  as  a  prisoner  before  her 
arrival.  On  our  way  back  to  Sedan  we  passed  the  car- 
riage of  Colonel  Lennoi,  E.E.,  driving  into  M^zierea, 
and  we  ai^rwards  saw  a  train  moving  along  the  railway. 
Ab  it  was  after  five  when  we  reached  Sedan,  we  found 
the  gate  closed ;  however,  after  some  httle  delay,  wo 
obtained  admission.  At  Sedan  it  is  said  to-day  that  300 
persons  are  missing  at  Mezierea,  but  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  npoB  such  rumours.  In  fact,  until  the  ruins  of 
the  houses  have  been  somewhat  cleared  away,  it  mnst  be 
impossible  to  know  how  many  have  perished. 

The  bombardment  commenced  at  seven  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  lasted,  without  intermission,  until  noon  on 
Sunday.  It  is  said  that  a  white  Hag  was  hung  out 
at  seven  on  Sunday  morning',  but  it  was  not  observed 
by  the  Germans.  M.  Gulden  told  me  that  while  he 
was  reading  the  prayers  in  his  church  on  Sunday  he 
distinctly  heard  at  intervals  the  sonnd  of  the  can- 
nonade— a  solemn  kind  of  response. 

Ont  of  the  German  occupation  of  the  north  and  north- 
western departments  of  France  an  incident  arose,  in  the 
month  of  December,  which,  in  certain  easily  conceivable 
states  of  the  public  mind  in  this  conntry,  might  have 
snddenly  extended  the  area  of  the  war,  and  perhaps 
entirely  changed  its  issues. 

On  the  2Sth  of  December,  the  Correspondent  at  Havre 
wrote: — 
The  all-absorbing  topic  at  present  is  the  gross  and  fla- 
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grant  insnlt  to  the  British  flag  by  the  Prussians,  at 
Daclair,  on  Wednesday  last.  English  residents,  Eng- 
lish merchants  and  brokers,  are. wild  with  indignation 
that  snch  a  cool  and  deliberate  outrage  should  be 
perpetrated  in  the  broad  daylight,  within  a  day's  sail 
of  England,  and  within  less  than  thirty  miles  of  an 
English  gunboat.  Here  are  the  facts: — Six  vessels, 
flying  the  Union  Jack,  provided  with  the  necessary 
passports,  permits,  <&c.,  after  discharging  their  cargoes 
of  coal,  are  quietly  sailing  down  the  river,  when  on 
reaching  Duclair  they  are  deliberately  flred  at,  boarded 
by  Prussian  soldiers,  scuttled,  and  sunk ;  the  crews 
have  barely  time  to  escape,  leaving  their  money  and 
efiects  behind  them  ;  they  are  obliged  to  pass  the  night 
without  shelter;  next  day  they  make  their  way  to  Bouen, 
and  are  sent  home  vid  Dieppe  by  the  English  ConsuL 

We  are  anxious  to  know  what  action  the  authorities  will 
take  in  the  matter.  It  is  a  sad  stat6  of  affairs  if  such 
a  violation  of  neutrality  passes  unnoticed.  The  Journal 
du  HavrBj  commenting  on  the  subject,  says :  "  We  are 
convinced  .that  England,  so  proud  of  the  privileges  of 
her  citizens,  will  inquire  quickly  into  this  afiair.  In 
it  her  honour,  her  dignity,  and  her  security  are  at 
stake.  If  she  allows  such  an  act  to  be  committed 
with  impunity,  she  will  lower  herself  in  the  rank  of 
nations  to  the  fourth  order." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Admiralty  will  see  the  necessity 
of  sending  us  a  more  formidable  war- vessel  to  protect 
English  interests  than  the  tiny  little  gunboat  at  present 
here,  which  is,  no  doubt,  a  model  of  tidiness  and  smart- 
ness, as  her  officers  are  of  courtesy  and  kindness ;  but 
that  is  not  quite  enough  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, and  we  ought  to  have  a  vessel  at  least  equal 
in  size  to  the  other  men-of-war  of  various  nations  at 
present  in  the  harbour. 
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The  latest  intelligence  of  the  movetnetits  of  the  Prussians 
in  this  district  is  that  the^  are  in  considerable  force 
at  Tvetot,  where  they  seem  to  have  fixed  their  head- 
quarters. Yesterday  about  200  entered  Bolbeo,  and 
imposed  a  requisition  for  500  sacks  of  oats.  There 
is  a  strong  reconnoitring  party  of  French  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Saint  Remain,  hut  no  skirmish  has  taken 
place  since  Saturday ;  on  which  day  it  is  stated  that 
Beveral  houses  in  the  town  of  Bolbec  sustained  aeriooB 
damage  from  the  fire  of  the  cannon  on  both  sides,  and 
that  several  of  the  iuhabitants  were  severely  wounded. 
The  Francs-tireurs  who  were  killed  in  the  engagement 
were  interred  with  all  honour,  while  those  who  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  were,  it  is  stated,  shot  immedi- 
ately. It  is  the  general  opin  ion  that  those  &ee-Bhooting 
corps  have  no  mercy  to  expect  &om  the  enemy,  should 
they  fall  into  his  hands ;  therefore  it  is  that  they  are 
gBDerally  brave  in  action,  and  fight  to  the  last  before 
surrendering.  General  Moquart  baa  come  into  Havre 
to  rest  his  men;  and  indeed  the  soldiers  require  rest 
and  the  comforts  of  life  more  than  nsnal  during  this 
trying  weather,  particularly  those  who  are  doing  outpost 
duty.  They  arc  reheved  every  hour,  yet  I  am  told  that 
two  men  were  frozen  to  death  while  on  duty  near  Har- 
flesF  on  Christmas  Etc. 

From  Bouen  we  hear  that  the  inhabitants  are  feeling 
sensibly  the  presence  of  the  Germans  amongst  them. 
A  letter  from  that  city  is  published  in  to-day's  Journal, 
in  which  the  writer  says  tbey  are  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  Mantenflel,  and  that  their  streets  and  pro- 
menades are  encumbered  with  Prussian  soldiers.  He 
dtficribea  provisions  as  being  frightfully  dear,  and  does 
not  know  how  people  will  get  on  should  this  state  of 
things  last  long.  Everything  that  arrives  in  the  market, 
even  the  tobacco,  is  reserved  exclusively  for  the  enemy. 
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and  the  inhabitants  mnat  go  without  the  enjoyment  of 
§moking.  An  English  gentleman  who  came  irom  Ronen 
yesterday  affirms  that  the  Pmsaian  army  in  Normandy 
nnmbers  only  about  25,000  men.  He  says  that  by  their 
marching  and  countermarching  they  establish  the  im- 
pression  that  they  are  double  the  number.  He  gives, 
as  an  example,  that  on  Tuesday  morning  last  a  body  of 
men,  nnmbering  10,000,  and  carrying  with  them  thirty- 
nine  pieces  of  cannon,  left  Rouon  by  the  road  to  Caen, 
and  that  some  honra  after,  the  same  body,  with  the  same 
number  of  cannon,  re-entered  the  fanwn  by  the  Oissel 
road,  thereby  making  it  appear  to  the  inhabitants  that 
jne  column  of  men  had  left  while  another  entered.  The 
French  authorities,  I  am  sure,  have  cognizance  of  this 
atratagem,  and  cannot  be  deceived  by  snch  ^ntastio 
movements. 

Dee.  30. — What  steps  are  the  authorities  about  to  take  in 
the  affair  of  Duclair?  Will  England  allow  such  an  ent- 
rap to  go  by  unpunished?  These  and  similar  questions 
are  what  one  hears  on  all  sides.  And  yet,  as  I  tele> 
graphed  to  you  to-day,  the  Germans  have  not  stopped 
at  Duclair  in  offering  their  daring  and  deliberate  insulta 
to  the  British  Sag.  After  firing  on  and  sinking  six  vessels 
soiling  nnder  the  English  flag  on  tbo  Slst  instant,  at 
Duclair,  they  seize  a  seventh,  lying  in  the  port  of  Boucn, 
on  the  24th,  force  her  crew  ashore,  and  tow  her  down 
the  river,  no  doubt  to  share  the  same  fate  as  those  that 
left  before  her. 

The  French  journals  certainly  have  reason  to  comment  at 
length  on  this  affair,  and  it  will  tend  much  to  widen 
the  breach  at  present  existing  between  us  should  the 
Government  of  England  pass  the  matter  over  lightly. 
If  it  is  not  taken  in  hand  at  once,  sternly  and  resolntelyr 
if  sufficient  apology  and  reparation  are  not  immediately 

^  exacted,  the  whole  business  will  appear  to  French  eyes 
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very  mnch  like  a  second  edition  of  the  Alabama  aSair. 
But  wliat  apology  or  reparation  can  Count  Bismarclc 
make  for  so  cool  and  premeditated  an  affair  ?  The  jonmala 
of  this  evening  publish  extracts  on  the  subject  from  all 
the  English  papers.  Three  French  men-of-war  went  np 
the  Seine  yesterday,  but  it  ia  feared  they  cannot  reach 
Daclair  in  consequence  of  the  sinking  of  those  vefisela. 
There  are  two  other  English  veBsela  atill  at  Rouen,  but 
I  dare  say  they  will  be  taken,  if  they  have  not  been 
seized  already,  by  the  Prussian  Boldiers  to  complete  the 
blockade,  or  the  barrier  rather,  in  the  Seine.  English 
vessels  coming  near  Dieppe,  Fecamp,  or  other  seaport 
towns  occupied  by  the  Germans  must  in  future  look  out, 
or  their  crews  may  be  replaced  by  soldiers  wearing 
spiked  helmets  and  carrying  the  authority  of  King 
William  in  their  pocket. 

The  sailors  who  arrived  in  London  from  Duclair  gave 
very  contradictory  accounts  of  the  treatment  they  had 
received  from  the  Prussians.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
they  had  been  suddenly  and  peremptorily  ordered  to  leave 
their  vessels,  and  that  by  officers  who,  not  understanding 
the  English  language,  were  not  able  to  make  au  operation 
disagreeable  in  itself  less  unpleasant  by  courteous  expla- 
nation. "When  the  facts  became  known,  it  appeared  that 
the  British  colliers  had  been  seized  as  an  act  of  military 
necessity  by  order  of  the  Prussian  General  commanding 
the  district.  The  French  were  approaching  the  town  with 
gunboats,  with  which  they  had  once  before  inflicted  heavy 

I  loss  on  the  enemy,  and  the  colliers  were  seized,  partly  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
partly  in  order  that  by  sinking  them  the  Germans  might 
render  the  river  nnnavigable.  The  subject  was  treated  by  the 
English  press  with  great  moderation,  and  with  a  disposition 
not  to  see  in  the  act  more  than  those  who  had  committed 


174 


WAR  CORRESPONDENCE. 


it  had  intended.     The  Prussian  Government  sent 
official  comnmni cation  to  th&  German  press,  in  which  it  was 
represented  that  althongh  these  ships  were  the  property  of 
neutrals,  they  were  seized  ia  waters  subject  to  the  legiti- 
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mate  authority  of  a,  belligerent  engaged  ii 
of  wBT.  According  to  the  law  of  natio 
belonging  to  a  neutral  Power,  i 
waters  where  war  ia  going  on ;  but  merchantmen  do  not 
partake  of  the  same  privilege,  and  come  under  the  law  of 
the  locality  in  which  they  may  happen  to  find  themselvea. 
The  seizure  in  this  case  was  not  a  political,  but  a  purely 
mdifary  measure.  French  men-of-war  having  repeatedly 
ateamed  up  the  river,  and,  by  landing  troops  and  firing  at 
the  German  posts,  inSicted  damage  upon  them,  it  was  pro- 
bable that  the  English  ships  would  be  impressed  by  the 
French  commanders,  and  used  for  similar  operations. 
The  Germans  clearly  oweil  it  to  themselves  to  forestall 
Bnch  a  contingency,  and  by  sinking  the  ships  close  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  The  embargo  laid  npon  the  shipa, 
therefore,  waa  a  perfectly  justifiable  measure.  The  right 
of  embargo  in  such  a  dilemma  legally  belongs  to  every 
State,  and  has  been  frequently  eserciaed  by  all  in  turn.  At 
the  same  time,  this  right  involves  the  duty  of  allowing 
ample  compensation ;  as  the  right  has  been  taken  advan- 
tage of,  so  will  the  duty  be  fulfilled  by  the  German  Gk>- 
vernment. 

These  explanations  were  accepted  in  England  probably 
less  for  their  technical  value  than  for  the  evidence  they 
olfered  of  a  fair  and  equitable  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Germans,  and  they  were  soon  followed  by  the  oom- 
munication  to  Earl  Gran\-il!e  of  the  subjoined  mesBags 
from  Count  Bismarck  to  Count  Bernstorff: — 

"  VersaitlM,  Jan.  8,  1871. 
"  The^report  of  the  Comuiander  of  that  part  of  our  army 
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by  which  the  English  eo!Her-ships  were  snnk  in  the  Seine 
has  not  yet  arrived;  bnt,  as  far  ae  our  intelligence  goes, 
the  general  outline  of  the  facts  is  known. 

"  Ton  are  authoriied,  in  conaeqnence,  to  say  to  Lord 
Gmnville,  thatwe  sincerely  regret  that  our  troops,  in  order 
to  avert  immediatfl  danger,  were  obliged  to  eeizo  ships 
which  belonged  to  British  enhjects, 

"  We  admit  their  claim  to  indemnification,  and  shall 
pay  to  the  owners  the  valne  of  the  ships,  according  to 
equitable  estimation,  without  keeping  them  waiting  for  the 
decision  of  the  question  who  is  finally  to  indemnify  them. 
Shonld  it  be  proved  that  excesses  have  been  committed 
which  were  not  justified  by  the  necessity  of  defence,  wo 
sboold  regret  it  etill  more,  and  call  the  guilty  persons  to 
account. 

"  The  official  answer  to  Lord  Augustus  Loflns'  note 
will  follow  afl%r  the  report  from  the  army  has  been 
received." 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 

The  first  consequence  of  the  fiiilure  of  G-eneral  Trocliu'a 
sortie  of  December  21  was  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  the 
German  commanders  to  proceed  to  more  active  measures 
against  the  defences  of  Paris.  Until  this  time,  the  G-ermans, 
instead  of  erecting  works  as  for  an  active  siege,  had  forti- 
fied themselves  within  their  own  lines,  constructing  re- 
doubts and  batteries  on  all  the  chief  points  of  the  encircling 
lines  of  investment,  until  the  latter  were  rendered  im- 
pregnable. But  the  use  which  the  French  had  made  of 
Mont  Avron  in  the  recent  sortie,  and  the  valuable  support 
which  their  operations  obtained  from  that  work,  led  them 
to  resolve  to  compel  the  besieged  to  contract  their  circle 
of  defence.  In  the  sortie  of  November  30  the  French  had 
pushed  forward  their  whole  eastern  line  and  seized  a  strip 
of  ground,  about  two  miles  in  width,  from  Drancy  to  the 
Mame  near  Neuilly,  which  had  before  been  debatable,  and 
which  included  a  new  commanding  position  on  the  plateau 
of  Avron.  On  the  21st  of  December  this  position  was  made 
the  starting-point  of  an  attack  which  led  to  the  capture  of 
Yille  Evrart  and  Maison  Blanche.  The  Germans  deter- 
mined to  destroy  it  as  a  French  military  position,  and  with 
a  rapidity  and  secrecy  which  surprised  everybody,  erected 
batteries  for  that  purpose. 

The  Special  Correspondent  with  the  Army  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony,  who  had  witnessed  the  preparations  for 
the  bombardment,  wrote  from  Chelles  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember : — 
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The  bombardmeDt  of  Mont  Avron — that  event  which  has 
for  days  past  formed  the  chief  topic  of  discussion  and 
for  anticipation — commenced  this  morning.  Interesting 
aa  the  topic  was,  I  was  naturally  precluded  from  dwell- 
ing upon  it  with  that  detail  which  wonld  have  been 
desirable,  and  the  same  necessity  for  i-eserve  compels  me 
even  now  to  withhold  many  particulars  of  great  interest. 
For  many  nights  past — indeed  eyer  since  the  change  of 
policy  which  I  noted  as  having  taken  place  immediately 
after  the  great  sortie  at  Champigny  and  Villiers — the 
woods  which  cover  the  German  advanced  positiong 
before  Montfermeil  and  Clichy  have  been  full  of  life. 
Working  parties  toiled  in  the  dark,  or  by  moonlight ; 
then  came  the  heavy  roll  of  the  siege  artillery,  and  of 
the  tnmbrela  weighted  with  the  heavy  ammunition.  For 
some  days  past  the  gnns  bave  been  in  position,  and, 
indeed,  I  believe  a  conple  of  experimental  shots  were 
fired  BO  early  as  the  24th  instant.  The  delay  took 
place  in  order  that  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  should 
bo  brought.  Whether  it  has  attained  the  object  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  state.  Abont  half  the  guns  were  carried 
direct  by  the  Soissona  Bailway  to  the  last  avaUable 
station  on  the  forepoata,  and  were  almost  immediately 
placed  in  position  on  the  butteries.  The  rest  came  viS 
Lagny,  and  were  destined  for  the  more  southerly  bat- 
teries.  Most  of  the  guns  are  from  Spandan,  and  have 
already  done  more  or  less  service  in  the  sieges  of  Stnia- 
bnrg,  Tonl,  La  Fert,  and  Soissona.  It  would  be  improper 
for  me  at  the  present  juncture  to  particularize  either  their 
calibre  or  number.  Those  familiar  with  Germaji  siege 
artilleiy  will  require  no  special  information  on  this  point. 
There  can  be  no  harm  in  roughly  denoting  the  positions 
of  the  batteries,  since  the  fire  of  to-day  must  have 
effectually  revealed  this  much  at  least  to  the  French. 
They  begin  on  the  south,  on  the  farther  side  of  the 
TOL.  U.  H 
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Uame,  in  close  proiimity  to  No isy-le- Grand.  There  \s 
across  the  valle;  of  Chelles,  bat  they  be^n  a^in  v 
tlie  height  of  Moutfcnaeil  pita  out  into  the  plain,  and 
continue  at  intervals  with  a  slight  sweep,  of  which  the 
eonveiitj  is  towarda  Avrou,  farther  to  the  north  than, 
anil  in  front  of,  t!io  village  of  Rainey.  The  French  have 
been  working  hard  on  and  around  Avron  ever  since  the 
2nd ;  indeed  before  it.  It  is  understood,  that  in  all, 
standing  opposite  our  batteries,  and  in  a  position  to 
reply  to  them,  there  are  about  sixty  cannon,  exclusive, 
of  conrse,  of  those  on  the  fort.1.  These  aj«  cbiefly,  if 
not  altogether,  naval  guns,  of  recent  construction  and 
considerable  calibre^say  G-i-pounders.  A  few  may  be 
taken  as  heavier.  I  do  not  transgress  the  needful  reti- 
cence when  I  state  that  the  German  batteries  have, 
according  to  this  computation,  a  numerical  advantage, 
with  possibly  a  parity  as  to  weight  of  metal,  gun  for 
gun,  and  the  advantage  also  of  greater  precision — »  ^ 
notable  feature  of  German  artillery  in  ae,  and  backed  \ 
by  special  shooting  accuracy  on  the  part  of  the  gnnnera, 
who  are  not  drawn  from  the  field  artillery,  but  have 
been  specially  imported  from  the  forti'esses,  and  aro 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  handling  of  these  arms 
of  precision.  The  design  and  oonstmction  of  the  bat- 
teries for  the  reception  of  the  guns  are  the  work  of 
Colonel  Oppermann,  Chief  of  the  Engineer  Staff  of  the 
Maas  Army,  and  Colonel  Hofiinann,  Chief  of  the  Artil- 
lery Staff;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  tho  most  experienced 
judges,  if  conversant  with  the  positions,  would  admit 
tha£  all  that  skill  and  knowledge,  both  practical  and 
theoretical,  can  effect,  has  been  bestowed  on  the  duty. 
The  siege  train  and  tbe  detailed  conduct  of  the  bom- 
bardment is,  I  believe,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel 
Barge,  an  officer  of  great  experience  in  heavy  artillery. 
Of  course  the  fire  of  the  French  forts  is  an  importaat 
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element  in  the  conBideration  of  the  eventoaJities  of  the 
bombardment  of  Mont  Avron,  and  it  would  be  blindness 
to  ignore  it. 

If  the  French  have  ears  to  hear,  they  conld  scarcely  have 
been  ignorant,  of  the  fact  that  something  exceptional 
mnst  bare  been  goiag  on  for  nights  past  behind  the 
sheltering  fringe  of  trees.  It  may  bare  been  that  they 
knew  all  abont  it,  and  like  a  laoxer  who  disdains  to  hit 
his  antagonist  till  he  has  "  peeled,"  that  they  refrained 
from  disturbing  the  operation.  Whatever  was  the 
reason,  there  has  been  comparatively  little  firing  on  the 
works  during  their  constmction;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
the  half-hearted  and  disastroiiB  forward  move  on  Yille 
Evrart  and  La  Maison  Blanche,  on  the  af(«moon  of  the 
2lBt,  had  any  reference  to  an  attempt  to  interrupfc  the 
preparations.  Had  such  been  the  case,  artiUery  would 
surely  have  been  brought  up,  and  the  .posts  which  were 
occupied  on  the  e  vac  nation  of  the  Saxon  advance 
guards  would  have  been  held  and  strengthened  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  have  prevented  their  re-capture  the 
same  night  under  the  absurdly  easy  circumstances  which 
characterized  that  episode.  The  fact  stands  that  it  was 
not  till  the  night  which  preceded  the  com  men  cement  of 
tlie  bombardment  that  the  French  batteries  seemed  to 
awake  to  the  position.  AH  night  long  the  Saxon 
pioneers  were  hard  at  work  with  their  keen  axes 
cutting  down,  ungratefully  hat  necessarily,  the  friendly 
threes  which  had  sheltered  their  previous  labours.  It  is 
the  way  of  the  world — to  the  devil  with  a  friend  when 
you  have  no  farther  need  for  him.  Among  the  Saion 
woodmen  who  did  not  spare  those  trees  came  not  a  few 
shells  during  the  night,  not  only  to  their  discomfort, 
but  to  that  of  the  battalions  who,  ever  since  the  guns 
were  placed  in  position,  wore  sent  on  to  the  foreposts 
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nightly  to  donble  the  nsoal  guards  for  the  protection  of 
the  big  toys  in  the  front. 

It  was,  I  believe,  originally  intended  that  the  firing  should 
begin  at  seven  o'clock.     Half  an  hour  before,  I  was  oai 
in  the  cold  morning  air,  listening  for  the  first  booming 
report,  the  emblem  and  herald,  as  it  wonld  be,  of  a  new 
phase  of  the  war,  and,  let  us  hope,  of  an  early  termina- 
tion.    Seven  passed,  and  all  was  still  silent — ^for  the 
French  had  left  off  their  firing.     Eight  came,  and  the 
keenness  of  expectancy  became  absolutely  painful.    Was 
the  whole  thing  afler  all  a  snare,  and  a  feint  ?    Were 
these  '*  quakers  "  whose  cold  sides  I  had  leaned  against 
the  day  before,  and  was  the  ammunition  beside  esck  a 
**  dummy  P  "     No ;  the  evidences  of  one's  senses  contra- 
dicted this.     Was,  then,  the  day  postponed  yet  onoe 
again?     No,  only  the  hour.    At  exactly  a  quarter  to 
nine  the  first  gun  crashed  its  report  below  me  in  front 
of  Montfermeil,  and  I  could  hear  its  angry  whiz  as  it 
cut  the  air  in  crossing  the  intervening  space.     In  three 
minutes  more  the  air  was  frdl  of  a  din  of  deep  diapason. 
There  was  nothing  to  see,  and  I  saw  it — such  may  serve 
as  a  summary  of  my  day's  work.    At  daylight  the  snow 
had  begun  to  fall,  not  heavily  and  in  big  flakes,  but  in 
feathery  particles,  which  filled  and  whitened  the  air, 
making  obstacles  invisible  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off.     Of 
course  the  gunners  had  got  their  sights  and  ranges 
the  day  before,  and  their  shot  must  have  been  *'  there 
or  thereabouts,"  but  Avron  was  as  invisible  as  if  it 
had  been  on  the  farther  side  of  the  North  Pole.     The 
work    gave   one  the  idea  of  fighting  with  knives  in 
a  dark  room.     At  first  it  seemed  as  if  the  French 
artdllerymen    were    taken    by  surprise.      It  was    not 
till    nine    o'clock    that    Avron    sent    back    the    first 
nent  of  its  reply*    When  it  did  begin,  though. 


a  went  to  work  with  &  will,  but  rather  wildly,  tha 
fihells  flying  about  promiscuously  in  a.  fashion  that 
impaired  the  eafety  of  any  giyen  point.  By  ten  this 
duel  in  the  dark  was  in  full  sway,  the  air  incesBOntly 
lacerated  and  tortured  by  the  whistle  of  the  projectiles, 
so  that  one  might  have  imagined  himself  in  a  calm  at 
sea,  with  the  rush  of  a  coming  sqnall  bearing  down 
npon  him.  The  German  fire  was  like  clockwork ;  three 
tiroes  I  limed  the  number  of  ronnd»  fired  in  a  minute, 
and  the  results  were — 24,  23,  25.  Of  course  these 
figures  are  valaelesH  as  indication  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
firing,  without  information  as  to  the  number  of  the 
guns,  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give  ;  bat  they  afford 
reniarkable  evidence  of  the  systematic  steadiness  of  the 
practice.  The  French  fire  came  more  in  sports  and 
grnte,  and  then  was  silent  for  some  half  a  minute. 
When  in  (iill  blaze  it  was  so  rapid  as  to  be  continuous, 
and  not  admit  of  being  timed  itself,  or  of  one  timing 
the  German  fire.  About  eleven  the  batteries  at  Boady 
— as  well  aa  I  could  judge  by  the  direction  of  the  sound 
—took  up  their  parable,  and  were  replied  to  by  the 
extreme  right  flank  of  the  German  position,  which  has 
been  designed  amiably  looking  towards  the  said  Bondy, 
with  a  view  to  such  a  demonstration.  All  day  long  the 
fire  continned,  with  no  great  variation  to  speak  of. 
Perhaps  it  was  heaviest  from  twelve  till  two.  Aft«r  that 
hour  the  French  fire  seemed  to  slacken  visibly.  There 
were  longer  intervals  between  the  spurts,  and  the  spuria 
were  not  so  animated.  The  forts  of  Boany  and  Nogent, 
^  however,  chimed  in  occasionally,  covering  the  slackness 
^L  «f  AvTon'a  efforts.  Abont  snndown  there  was  a  marked 
^K  weakness  in  the  enemy's  fire,  the  German  fire  continuing 
^H  meanwhile  in  a  steady,  slogging,  stolid  fashion.  As  I 
^H  write  (nine  o'clock  at  night)  both  sides  have  partially 
^H      jnispended  operations.     Abont  eveiy  five  minutes  I  hear 
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a  report,  but  cannot  say  from  which  it  comes.  No  donbi 
to-morrow  the  air  will  be  again  full  of  sound. 

This  bombardment  of  Mont  Avron  is  taken  here  generally 
as  but  the  forerunner  of  a  more  extended  effort  on  the 
south,  to  commence  with  the  Meudon  batteries  on  the 
29th  instant.  This  is  the  current  gossip.  I  am  not  in 
possession  of  any  official  information  on  the  subject, 
and  would  not  give  it  if  I  were.  All  day  long  the 
.  troops  on  the  eastern  side  stood  in  quarters  ready  for 
anything  that  might  turn  up,  and  some  batteries  of 
^^rd  field  artillery  were  actually  out  in  the  cold  behind 
Pont  Iblon — ^but  there  was  no  hostile  demonstration. 
At  an  early  hour  this  morning  Prince  George  of  Saxony 
came  to  Chelles  with  the  design,  no  doubt,  of  idtnessing' 
the  commencement  of  the  bombardment — 'Chelles  being^ 
the  most  eligible  place— but  the  snow  in  the  air  hid 
everjrthing,  and  hearing  was  the  only  sense  called  into 
requisition. 

It  seems  the  French  are  refining  on  the  "  legitimate  '^ 
horrors  of  war.  I  have  seen  a  Chassepdt  bullet — it  has 
never  been  fired  of  course^ — which  looks  all  right  outside^ 
but  which  when  dissected  is  found  to  be  in  seventeen 
pieces,  curiously  jagged  and  angular.  I  suppose  it  will 
presently  come  to  firing  handfals  of  rusiy  nails  and  the 
clippings  of  zinc  roofs. 

Margency,  December  28. — The  bombardment  of  Mont 
Avron,  of  the  commencement  of  which  yesterday  morn- 
ing you  are  already  aware,  has  been  attended  with  the 
happiest  results^  After  the  despatch  of  my  letter  of 
last  night  the  firing  continued  sluggishly  during  the 
darkness,  and  this  morning  the  French  ability  to  reply,, 
measured  at  all  events  by  their  reply,  was  so  feeble  as  ta 
admit  of  ia  considerable  further  relaxation  on  the  part 
of  the  Germans.  During  the  day  their  firing  has  been 
continued  at  the  rate  of  about  five  to  eight  shots  per 
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miiiiite,  chieSy  from  the  gnns  on  the  right  hand  batteries 
in  fi^nt  of  Raincy.  These  batteries  liave  been,  in  tho 
words  of  Mr.  Swivellor,  a  "  staggerer  "  to  Mont  Avron. 
The  French  batteries  on  thtit  commanding  position  wore 
for  the  most  part  constructed  to  dominate  the  valley  of 
the  Mame.  Thus  they  could,  cope  face  to  tace  with 
OHT  batteries  at  Noisy- le- Grand,  they  conid  sweep  the 
"horseshoe,"  they  could  pound  into  Chelles,  till  a  man 
WBB  thankful  when  he  was  out  of  it,  and  they  could  even 
Bend  their  missiles  into  Montfermeil.  But  that  was  the 
most  northerly  point  on  which  they  looked  out.  Conse- 
quently our  batteries  farther  north,  in  front  of  Raincy, 
actually  enfiladed  the  batteries  and  parallels  of  Mont 
AvTOD,  throwing  in  a  flanking  tire,  against  which  there 
was  no  defence.  Of  course  a  short  time  would  have 
remedied  this  defect.  Even  in  frosty  weather  a  battery 
can  nearly  as  soon  alter  its  face  as  can  a  hypocrite  his, 
bnt  JDst  as  the  mask  fails  the  hypocrite  tre  exiremU,  so 
it  becomes  impossible  for  the  hattery  to  change  its  front 
in  tho  teeth  of  a  heavy  and  unremitting  fire.  This 
cdrcumstanco  acconnts  for  tbe  collapse  of  the  Avron 
batteries  earlier  than  I  allowed  myself  to  anticipate. 
There  seems  to  be  no  question  as  to  the  collapse;  the 
fire  is  all  but  extinguished,  and  the  fonr  battalions  of 
French  infantry  which  were  Bopporting  the  gunners 
when  the  firing  began  yesterday  morning  are  known  to 
have  fallen  back  off  the  table-land  with  considerable  loss. 
Our  cafiualties  from  ye&terday's  fire  are  twenty-three 
men  killed  and  wounded.  S  am  surprised  that  it  should 
have  been  so  heavy,  spite  of  the  unquestionably  heavy 
fire,  since  the  artillerymen  are  protected  by  solid  para- 
pets, seven  feet  high,  and  the  supporting  infantry  are 
sheltered  in  the  parallel  by  earthen  protections  of  equal 
height.  The  more  one  thinks  of  it,  tbe  more  one  is 
astonished  at  the  thoroughness  of  tbe  surprise  which  the 


French  have  allowed  themselves  to  saffor.  How  com- 
plete this  has  been  is  obvious  from  the  fact  that  our  right 
flank  batteriea  ao  thoroughly  raked  their  positions  as  I 
have  Rtat«d.  Had  they  the  remotest  conception  that 
batteries  were  ready  to  be  unmasked  behind  the  trees 
right  under  their  nose,  they  would  have  surely  taken 
measures  at  least  to  protect,  themselves  from  tbis  flanking' 
fire,  when  tbey  conld  have  done  BO  by  a  few  hours' 
labour  of  a  body  of  men  with  spades  and  pickaJtea,  even 
if  they  could  not  have  done  more  in.  the  way  of  organiz- 
ing a  more  or  leas  effective  reply. 

It  is  confidently  anticipated  that  by  to-morrow  afternoon, 
not  only  will  the  last  gun  he  silenced  on  Mont  Avron, 
but  that  the  French  will  have  bodily  evacuated  the 
position.  What  will  happen  should  that  anticipation 
prove  correct,  or  approximately  correct,  I  shall  not  waste 
time  in  conjecturing,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  ia 
no  occasion  for  me  to  conjecture ;  but  there  would  be 
much  indiscretion  in  definite  allusion  to  ulterior  projects. 

Yesterday  and  to-day  Paria  baa  had  shell-fire  brought  homo 
to  her.  The  rampageous  men  of  Belleville,  who  remained 
at  a  discreet  distance  from  the  bursting  shells  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mamc,  have  bad  these  missiles  exploding 
in  their  midst,  Pe  re- 1  a- Chaise  may  have  had  strange 
destructive  vis  iters  among  its  tombs.  But  it  was  chiefly 
into  the  arrondisaement  of  La  Villette,  that  congeries 
of  goods  stations,  canal  basins,  slanghter-housea,  and 
factories,  that  the  hatteriea  of  Raincy  sent  their  sheila. 
In  all,  over  a  dozen  were  fired,  only  experimentally,  and 
tta  a  broad  bint  that  whence  theae  came  there  were  Iota 
more.  The  range  ia  no  great  feat. — only  some  7,000  paces. 
It  must  have  been  a  new  aensation  to  the  artillerymen 
in  Torts  Aubervilliera  and  Romanville  to  listen  to  the 
-vhiz  of  shells  in  the  air  high  over  theu*  heads,  and  to 
m  to  the  crash  of  the  explosions  in  their  rear.     The 
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fbrte  have  been  Btrangely  qaiet  daring  the  two  days.  It 
follows  that  if  batteries  can  shoot  over  them,  they,  with 
at  least  equal  weight  of  metal,  can  touch  the  battoriea ; 
but  they  have  hardly  tried  to  do  so,  I  don't  know  for 
certain  that  they  have  fired  a  shot. 

Other  results  have  been  attained  by  the  two  daya'  work, 
The  German  batteries  did  not  all  face  Mont  Avron. 
They  "set  to  partners,"  with  a  view  to  other  contin- 
gencies than  the  mere  silencing  of  Mont  Avron.  The 
22-gnn  battery  farthest  to  the  right  has  two  fronts.  Its 
left  portion  looks  to  Avron  ;  then,  by  the  formation  of  a 
very  obtnse  angle,  its  right  flank  is  thrown  back  and 
faces  low  on  Bondy  and  Banbigny.  It  was  fi^>m  the 
gnns  on  this  section  that  La  Yillett«  got  its  "  baptism 
of  fire."  This  arrangement  wofl  devised  to  admit  of  the 
engaging  of  the  French  batteries  in  front  of  Bondy. 
There  has  been  a  feeble  tire  from  that  quarter,  but  of  a 
character  calculated  to  give  the  impression  that  the 
batteries  which  were  believed  to  be  there  are  elsewhere, 
and  other  circnmstancea  to  which  I  shall  presently  allude 
(endtoconfirm  that  idea.  TheFrench,  although  the  large 
force  of  four  divisions,  if  not  more,  which  they  main- 
tained on  the  Bondy-Banbigny-Conmenve  line  for  three 
days — commencing  with  the  2l3t  instant,  has  partially 
dispersed  and  fallen  back,  still  maintained,  it  is  believed. 
quite  a  division,  with  its  teHi  on  Bondy,  and  its  right 
retired  on  the  railway  station  at  Banbigny.  The  camp 
occapied  by  this  body  has  been  broken  up  in  the  course 
of  to-day,  no  donbt  in  consequence  of  the  fire  directed 
towards  the  positions  named.  That  same  railway  station 
at  Baubigny  (on  the  Strasbni^  line)  was  of  immense 
utility  to  the  French  in  many  obvions  ways.  If  the 
German  fire  of  yesterday  Qntl  to-day  has  not  convinced 
the  French  of  the  inadvisability  of  using  the  line  so  far 
for  the  future,  the  fact  of  its  being  commanded  by  the 
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Raincy  batteries  cannot  fail  t«  be  of  iacalcnlable 
portancB  to  the  Germans  in  the  event  of  any  renewal  of 
the  French  attempt  to  break  oat  or  extend  their  ground 
in  the  Le  Bourget  direction.  There  are  anfficient  in- 
dications that  they  mean — or  perhaps  one  should  speak 
in  the  past  tense,  and  say  meant — not  to  abandon  finally- 
their  efforts  in  that  quarter.  They  have,  constructed — 
I  don't  know  indeed  that  tliey  are  finished — no  fewer 
than  six  batteries  at  intervals  across  the  plain  between 
Coumeuvo  and  Drancy,  pretty  much  on  the  line  on 
which  I  described  theii-  infantry  as  standing  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  23rd.  These  could  only  have  been 
intended  to  support  an  attack  on  Le  Bourget  by  dealing 
more  formidably  than  could  field  artillery  either  without 
emplacements,  or  in  emplacemenU  hastily  thrown  up 
with  the  German  artillery,  that  ia  ready  at  a  moment's 
notice  to  take  up  the  Pont  Iblon-Anlnay-Sevran  line 
behind  the  inundations— that  position  which  I  have 
ventured  to  describe  as  virtually  an  entrenched  camp. 
It  was  on  this  line  that  the  German  artillery  stood  on 
the  21st,  and  where,  although  unable  to  prevent  the 
temporary  capture  of  Lo  Bourget  by  the  French,  it 
paralyzed  their  succeeding  efforts,  and  covered  effectually 
the  anocessful  effort  of  the  Guards  for  its  recapture. 
That  wo  ehoold,  therefore,  have  had  warm  work  again 
in  that  quarter  in  a  day  or  two,  I  have  no  manner  of 
doabt ;  we  may  have  so  still.  But  these  big-gun  bat- 
teries at  Ratncy  materially  complicate  the  position  for  the 
French  in  any  such  essay.  For  these  batteries,  as  a 
glance  at  your  map  will  show  you,  rake  the  French 
batteries  between  Drancy  and  Coumeavo ;  while  the 
latter  were  firing  on  Le  Bourget  and  Pont  Iblun,  the 
German  gunners  on  the  northern  face  of  the  Raincy 
batteries  would  be  sending  is  upon  the  unprotected  sida 
each  French  battery  such  a  fire  as  most  very  sooa 
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oauae  them  to  desist.  In  effect,  as  I  estimate  the 
position,  the  Baincy  butteries  have  made  the  Drancj' 
Coumeave  batteries  untenable,  and  have  conclnsively 
stopped  the  way  for  any  repetition  of  an  attempt  to  make 
a  sortie  in  the  Le  Bonrget-Pont  Iblon  direction. 

Bat  a  aeries  of  lines,  posts,  fortifications,  and  so  on,  with 
irhich  the  French  have  begirt  their  capital,  has  pretty 
jnnch  the  same  attribntcs  an  one  of  those  bladders  which 
the  children  play  with  in  the  streets.  If  yon  pnnch  into 
it  in  one  place  it  either  bursts,  or  then  it  must  bulge  out 
somewhere  else.  Now  Paris  won't  "burst"  jost  yet, 
to  all  appearance — talcing  th-e  word  burst  as  a  synonyme 
for  capitulate.  So  I  take  it  she  is  almost  bound,  now 
that  the  Germans  are  punching  in — indeed  have  punched 
in — upon  her  circumference  about  Mont  Avron,  to  bnlge 
out  somewhere  else  with  a  big  sortie.  Where  she  will 
haply  swell,  I  have  not  the  remotest  notion.  But  I 
don't  think  it  will  be  on  my  ground.  The  affair  at 
Stains  on  the  2lBt  has  been  made  more  of  in  the  Ver- 
sailles telegram  than  it  merited.  I  think  you  may  safely 
set  down  an  ausfall  of  any  other  proportions  than  a 
demonstration,  and  occurring  anywhere  between  Qonesse 
and  St.  Germain  ;  not,  indeed,  as  an  utter  impossibility 
physically,  but  as  being  impossible  in  a  military  sense, 
because  certain  on  tbe  face  of  things  to  be  ntterly  disas- 
trous in  its  results.  But  the  quiet  days  are  seemingly 
over-— the  days  when  one  bad  day  after  day  nothing  to 
chronicle,  and  where  be  was  driven  to  the  unprofitable 
and  arduous  experiment  of  making  bricks  without  straw. 
As  to  the  proximity  of  a  general  Irombardment  on  the 
south  side,  my  colleague  will  be  able  to  afford  you  more 
reliable  information  than  I  can  pretend  to  do. 

This  question  of  a  general  bomhardment  of  Paris  presents 
two  distinct  phases,  and  the  full  distinction  between  the 
two  I  have  nowhere  seen  brought  out  plainly.     There  is 
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the  bonib&rdincnt  of  tho  forta  as  a  prelimiiiEirj  oitli 
bombardment  of  the  enceinle,  and  Bubaeqnent  storm  of 
the  city,  or  to  a  capitulfttioa  dictated  to  the  inbftbitants 
and  gairiaon  by  the  consideration  that  with  the  reduction 
of  the  outlying  forts  has  gone  their  last  ray  of  real  hope. 
And  there  is  the  immediate  bombardment  of  tlie  city, 
necesBitating  a  simiiltAneous  engagement  and  adetjoate 
coping  with  the  fire  of  the  outlying  forts.  In  the  former 
alternative  we  have,  as  it  were,  two  men  fighting  with 
daggers,  with  nothing  to  disti-act  them.  They  go  at  it 
fiercely,  and  it  may  be  tliat  ho  who  attacks  has  the  best 
of  it,  in  which  case  it  is  itll  over  with  the  man  who  haa 
his  back  to  the  wall,  and  to  everything  liehind  that  wall. 
But  it  is  possible  also  that  the  bout  may  be  a  drawn  one, 
and  this  contingency  involves  serious  consequences  to 
tho  attacker.  True,  it  would  seem  that  be  would  only 
be  where  he  was  befoi'e  be  began  offensive  operations, 
and  tbe  ultimate  event  would  be  the  same,  under  the 
coercion  of  atarvatiou,  as  if  he  had  never  raised  his  hand 
to  strike.  But  his  prestige  would  lie  radically  sapped, 
and  the  other  side  would  take  proportionate  enconrage- 
ment.  It  might  be  that  his  ultimate  success  would  be 
seriously  endangered. 
^1  Now,  consider  the  other  alternative.     Here,  if  the  premiaes 

^H  are  what  tbey  ought  to  be,  you  have  a  man  with  a  dagger, 

^H  and  also  a  long  lance,  cngi^^ng  with  a  man  who  has  cm\j 

^H  his  dagger.     The  former  does  not,  then,  retjuire  to  win 

^H  thd  dagger-duel  to  ensure  him  tbo  succexs  ho  is  eager 

^1  for ;  all  that  he  needs  is  to  make  that  a  drawn  battle. 

^H  If  he   can   keep  in   play    (technically,  "engage")  the 

^H  dagger-holder  with  bis  awn  shorter  weapon,  whUe  with 

^1  his   loDgop  weapon  be  is  sedulously  poking  over  tha 

^1  ether's  head  at  what  lies  behind  him — viz.,  his  vitals — be 

^H  inevitably  wins  the  day.     The  lance  in  the  simile  I  have 

^B  chosen  represents  a  few  batteries  of  vory  far-reaching 
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gnus,  which  the  QermanB  mtist  have  if  thej  woald  bom- 
bard Paris.  If  they  have,  or  will  have  these,  and  have 
other  batteries  beaidea  capable  of  "  engaging"  the  forts, 
then  snccesH  seems  within  their  grasp.  Frankly,  I 
qnestion  whether  they  will  be  able  to  do  any  great  things 
by  a  systematic  bombardnient  of  the  forts,  and  the  forts 
alone.  An  eqnal  weight  of  metal  gives  them  no  advan- 
tage, but  bodes,  indeed,  their  failnre.  Remember  how 
many  days  of  bombardment  it  cost  ns,  and  what  pyra- 
mids of  projectiles  we  threw  before  we  rendered  the 
Malakoff  untenable.  And  we  were  close  to  the  sea- 
board ;  yet,  nevertheles.'i,  we  had  to  panse  again  and 
again  for  supplies  of  ammunition.  Every  projectile 
thrown  by  the  Germans  represents  arduous  and  long- 
continued  toil  to  bring  it  to  the  cannon's  mouth.  We 
may  depend  the  Parisians  will  strain  every  nerve  to 
return  the  fire  and  to  repair  the  damage  it  causes.  It 
would  then  appear  that  to  operate  against  the  forts 
Buccessfnlly  would  require  both  a  stronger  artillery, 
whether  in  calibre  or  in  nnmfaor,  than  that  possessed  by 
the  French,  and  a  large  and  continuous  supply  of  ammu- 
nition. But  a  comparatively  small  array  of  artillery — 
of  such  weapons  of  precision  as  the  German  artillery 
consists  of,  and  with  the  dexterous  German  artillery- 
men— would  suffice  to  keep  the  gnns  of  the  forts  in  play, 
so  that  they  could  divert  none  of  their  attention  ;  while 
a  few  guns  of  longer  range  were  meanwhile  negativing 
the  forts  altogether,  and  pounding  directly  into  Paris. 
The  adoption  of  this  expedient,  supposing  it  successful, 
would  save  the  carriage  of  the  vast  quantities  of  ammu- 
nition which  a  lengthened  bombardment  of  the  forto 
would  necessitate.  I  have  already  given  it  as  my  humble 
conviction  that  a  very  short  duration  of  snch  practice 
would  suffice  to  end  the  siege,  and  with  bnt  comparatively 
little  loss  either  of  life  or  of  property. 
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Highly  creditabio  to  tlie  German  besiegerB  are  the  friendly, 
and  indeed  cordial,  terms  whicli  tliey  have  contrived  to 
establish  with  the  villagers  around  Paris.  These,  indeed, 
are  mostly  of  tho  humbler  classes,  either  labouring  folk 
or  the  servantfl  left  in  tbe  villas,  and  nothing  could  exceed 
the  kindliness  with  which  tboy  are  treated  by  those  whom 
circumstances  have  so  strangely  placed  among  them, 
while  they,  for  their  part,  appear  to  feel  [ind  appreciate 
this  kindliness.  They  are  all  picking  up  some  little 
German,  while  the  German  soldiers  arc  becoming  quite 
proficient  in  a  guttnra!  broken  French.  In  the  early 
days,  by  Sedan  and  by  Metz,  it  seemed  as  if  the  French 
Bummarized  the  whole  German  language  in  an  emphatic 
"nix,"  but  DOW  tbey  are  going  deeper  into  the  mystoriea 
of  the  language.  I  have  a  Frenchman  hero  in  Margcncy, 
who  is  a  fund  of  i^current  amusement  to  mo.  He  is  the 
gardener  of  the  chiLtcau  in  which  I  have  rooms,  and  he 
and  Ilia  wife  remained  behind  in  charge  of  the  place.  I 
casually  discovered  how  bandy  and  obliging  were  the 
pair,  and  how  much  better  I  should  be  waited  on  by  tho 
same  than  by  the  willing  bat  clumsy  German  diener. 
I  am  rather  a  transitory  resident,  however,  as  the  various 
places  from  which  my  letters  are  dated  servo  to  indicate ; 
but  each  time  I  come  back,  honest  Auguste  has  a  iiar- 
prise  for  me  in  the  acquisitions  of  German,  which  ho 
baa  mado  during  my  absence.  Apart  from  what  may 
be  called  "  household  words,"  the  French  peasant's 
acquisition  of  German  chiefly  develops  itself  in  the 
direction  of  ability  to  put  questions  as  to  the  state  of 
the  war  and  the  probable  period  of  its  termination.  On 
tho  other  hand,  the  first  French  that  a  German  learns 
is  invariably  the  numerals  and  the  appellations  and 
values  of  the  current  coins.  If  every  German  soldier 
not  a,  master  of  Mr.  Goschen's  "Theory  of  Foreign 
Exchanges,"  he  is,  at  all  events,  thoroughly  at  homa 
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a  the  rel&tivo  TaJnes  of  Frencli  and  Oennan  moDcy,  and 
a  now  price  a  thing  with  a  German  "  kanf- 
maim "  or  markeiender,  it  ia  as  likely  lis  not  that  be 
names  the  cost  in.  trancs  and  sous  instead  of  thalere  and 
groschen. 
iipry,  Dec.  29, — My  location  is  in  Margeney,  and  there 
are  advantages  connected  with  that  location  as  a  head- 
quarter which  I  should  bo  foolish  to  forfeit.  But  Mar- 
geney is  doe  north  of  Paris,  and  important  operations 
peiTersely  persist  in  taking  place  dne  east  of  Paris.  I 
cannot  give  np  Margeney.  I  cannot  stay  there  and  take 
information  at  second  hand  so  long  as  I  am  not  blind ; 
and  I  hare  not  achieved  the  valnabJe  diatinguistuDg 
characteristic  of  Sir  Boyle  Roche's  bird,  in  being  in  two 
places  at  once.  It  wonld  be  a  great  convenience,  and 
save  horse  and  man  no  end  of  bard  work.  Wlien  t  got 
to  Margeney  yesterday,  after  a  long  and  cold  ride,  a 
good  friend  quietly  told  me  that  I  had  better  be  some- 
where near  Mont  Apron  to-night.  There  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  ride  back  again  to  the  east  side,  and  it  is 
quite  on  the  cards  that  I  have  had  my  ride  for  nothing. 

Last  night  our  batteries  definitely  shut  up  Mont  Aytod. 
It  is  "  dead,"  in  the  expressive  German  phrase.  For 
the  first  time  for  several  weeks  its  sides  were  traversed 
by  German  patrols,  who  saw  or  heard  nothing  indicative 
of  life.  It  is  believed  men  and  guns  bare  alike  cleared 
off  it.  Perhaps  it  is  Just  as  well  both  for  the  men  and 
guDB,  for  before  this  information  certain  Saxon  infantty- 
men  wore  looking  to  the  contents  of  their  ammunition 
pouches  and  the  setting  of  their  bayonets,  and  certain 

L artillerymen  were  handling  long  nails,  which  a  not  very 
vivid  imagination  might  conjcctnre  were  for  spiking 
purposes.  The  effect  which  these  preparations  por- 
tended was  rendered  nnneceesary  by  the  evacuation,  and 
Arron  is  once  again,  ae  in  the  early  days,  neutral  gronnd. 
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How  long  it  may  remain  so  it  might  be  inconvenient  to 
prognosticate. 

T9-day  the  German  batteries  have  been  in  Ml  work  against 
Fort  Rosny,  which  has  by  no  means  allowed  the  trans- 
action to  be  a  one-sided  one.  Rosny  has  its  satellites  in 
the  shape  of  batteries,  and  they  chiefly  have  devoted 
themselves  to  the  reply.  It  is  believed  that  the  fort  has 
in  a  great  measnre  denuded  itself  of  artillery  for  their 
supply.  The  German  batteries  have  also  found  leisure 
for  an  occasional  salutation,  not  only  in  the  direction  of 
Bondy  and  Grand  Drancy,  but  also  of  Paris  itself,  La 
Yillette  being  the  mark.  Other  German  batteries  are 
in  course  of  completion  on  the  north-east  side,  which 
will  not  only  reduce  to  an  absurdity  any  effort  against 
Le  Bourget,  but  will  make  the  position  of  Fort  Auber- 
villiers  a  little  critical  after  preliminaries  have  been 
settled  in  the  direction  of  Drancy. 

Clichy^  Dec,  30. — The  term  "  elasticity,"  as  applied  to  the 
German  outposts  on  this  face  of  the  environment,  was 
matter  for  some  derision  when  the  attribute  had  to  be 
exercised  in  a  convex  direction.  But  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  if  a  line  is  elastic  at  all,  it  may  be  in- 
dented lyth  ways.  The  elasticity,  I  must  own,  was 
pretty  well  tested  in  the  outward  direction — ^the  ten- 
sion was  too  strong  to  be  pleasant.  But  now  the  sup- 
pleness is  coming  into  play  the  other  way.  The  artillery 
practice  of  the  last  three  days  has  cleared  the  German 
front  wonderfully.  Last  night  the  Saxon  patrols  were 
in  Bondy,  and  there  found  silence  and  desertion.  They 
were  in  Yillemomble,  in  front  of  Baincy ;  and  that 
village  is  now  once  again  established  as  a  regular  Saxon 
outpost.  Neuilly,  which  the  French  had  continuously 
held  from  the  beginning  of  the  siege,  they  hold  no 
longer,  and  our  patrols  perambulate  it  during  the  night. 
It  is  too  near  Nogent,  while  as  yet  Nogent's  teeth  are 
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r  nnblnstcd,  to  be  occnpied  regularly  as  a  post ;  but  there 
is  a  good  time  coming.  Lannay  is  also  ours  once  more, 
and  Gagny,  which  conventi anally  had  never  bcea  ut- 
terly lost,  is  again  Saxon  beyond  all  question.  The  out- 
post line  has  made  a  real  stride  in  the  right  direction ; 
and  as  an  evidence  of  thia,  take  the  change  which  the 
forward  movements  have  made  to  the  northward  of  the 
positions  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  It  was  but 
the  other  day  that  I  had  to  refer  to  the  position  of  Lo 
Bonrget,  projected  right  forward,  at  the  apes  of  a 
triangle,  standing  alone  out  there  in  the  plain,  with 
Drancy  almost  between  it  and  the  line  of  tie  German 
outposts.  Now  the  tables  mro  turned.  It  is  Drancy 
which  is  the  Pharos  away  in  the  foreground  of  the 
French  position,  with  Le  Bourget  in  a  line  with  it. — in- 
deed  overlapping  it  on  the  north,  and  Bondy,  patrolled 
by  the  Germans,  nearer  Paris  than  it  on  the  south.  If 
Ducrot  is  there  still,  he  must  feel  his  position  sufficiently 
precarious.  I  think  it  quite  probable  that  in  a  day  or 
two  a  patrol,  slyly  creeping  up  to  the  confines  of  Drancy, 
will  find  that  village  also  abandoned  and  silent. 
The  patrols  had  in  the  course  of  yesterday  afternoon 
groped  their  way  up  the  aides  of  Mont  Avron,  and 
brought  back  word  that  there  were  no  French  to  be 
seen  in  the  vicinity.  But  the  night  had  fallen,  and  the 
young  moon  had  risen,  before  Hanptmann  von  Xanthier, 
of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  103rd  Regiment,  stepped  out 
on  to  the  platform  of  the  Raincy-Villemomble  Station, 
where  his  company  had  its  outpost  quarters  for  the 
nigbt,  and  summoned  to  turn  out  the  first  four  patrols. 
Out  tumbled  the  sturdy  fellows,  shaking  off  them  the 
straw,  as  hens  do  the  loose  feathers,  and  falling  into 
their  places  with  that  rapid  silent  method  that  speaks 
of  real  discipline.  When  the  sergeant  reported  "  all 
right,"  the  little  band,  eighty  in  namber,  marched  off 
TOt.  n.  o 
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the  platform  and  took  its  steady  way  through  the  scattered 
village  of  Villemomble.     Outside  it  we  came — for  I  was 
.   an  unattached  companion  of  the  gallant  Hauptmann — 
.   on  detached  chateaux,  standing  in  their  grounds  on  the 
plain — ^residences  that  had  been  beautiful  once,  but  which 
were  now  ghastly  in   their  utter    ruin.      Straight  on 
went  the  road,  till  one  began  to  feel  the  gradual  rise. 
We  were  on  the  slope  of  Avron.     Then  it  bent  to  the 
left,  for  the  hill  was  too  steep  to  climb  direct,  and  in 
the  bend  we  came  among  the  trees  and  brush,  out  of  the 
middle  of  which  are  dug  clearings,  on  which  chateaux 
are  built,   looking   out   over  the   plain   to   the   north. 
About  half-way  up  the  ascent  we  came  on  the  line  of 
French   vedette-posts.     They  had  certainly  been  very 
fond  of  Avron.     What  between  barricades,   entrench- 
ments, rifle-pits,   and  loopholed  houses,  many  a  stout 
Teuton   would  have  gone   down   before  that  position 
could  have  been  forcibly  carried  over  which  we  passed 
so  peaceably  in  the  silent  moonlight.     Working  always 
round  to  the  left,  we  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  on 
that  face  of  the  plateau  which  looks  out  on  Montfermeil, 
and  where  the  summit  is  marked  by  the  batteries.  Once 
inside   them,  there  met   our  eyes  one  of  the  weirdest 
scenes   that   imagination   could   conjure  up.      Ground 
ploughed  with  shells,  embrasures  stove  in,  parallels  all 
but  obliterated,  and  yet  not  a  single  cannon  left  behind. 
But  if  the  French  have  removed  their  cannon,  they  have 
left  their  dead.     One  slides  and  stumbles  over  a  little 
ice  puddle.     The  ice  blushes  up  red  in  his  face — it  is 
frozen  human  blood.     Behind  the  batteries  and  inside 
the  breastworks  the  dead  lie  thick.     Dead !     No  man 
who  has  long  followed  this  war  but  must  be  so  familiar 
with  the  aspect  of  slain  men,  that  the    original   thrill 
and  turn  of  the  blood  at  the  sight  is  a  memory  of  the 
past  at  which  he  all  but  smiles.     But  the  terrible  ghast- 
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I'liqess  of  these  dead  traasccnda  anything  I  havo  ever 
seen  or  even  dreamt  of  in  the  ahuddering  nightmare 
after  my  first  battle-fieM.  Remember  how  they  were 
slain.  Not  with,  the  nimble  bullet  of  the  needle-gtmy 
that  drills  a.  minnte  hole  through  a  man  and  leaves  him 
tmdiGfignred,  unless  it  has  chanced  to  strike  his  face ; 
not  with  the  trenchant  sabre  cut  of  the  dragoon  ;  not 
■with  the  sharp  stab  of  the  bayonet ;  bat  slanghtered 
'  with  missiles  of  tei-riblo  weight,  shattered  into  frag- 
ments by  explosions  of  many  ponnds  of  powder,  mangled 
uid  torn  by  massive  fragmentR  of  iron.  There  lav 
behind  ono  of  the  embrasures  a  form  utterly  headless — I 
Bnppose  tlic  shell  had  struck  the  hapless  being  fall  in 
the  face  and  carried  head  and  throat  befoiv  it  in  its 
ficrcQ  rush.  The  guillotine  could  not  have  performed 
the  operation  more  cleanly. 
Bat  what  need  to  dwell  in^  detail  on  sneh  a  topic  ?  Let  it 
Buffico  that  there  lay  the  unburied  and  abandoned  dead 
among  the  snow  stained  with  their  blood,  and  with  tiio 

I  depressions  in  those  ghastly  faces  turned  up  to  the  calm 
moonlight,  drifted  up  by  the  snow-flakes  which  had 
fallen  since  they  had  been  shot  down.  When  will  they 
be  bnried  ?  When  will  these  wan  faces  cease  to  look 
up  into  the  eyes  of  the  moon,  in  silent  but  eloquent 
protestation  against  the  institution  called  war?  When 
will  the  stray  hnman  fragments  over  which  one  stumbles 
SA  he  goes  be  gathered  together,  and  their  gliaatliaoss  ho 
hidden  beneath  friendly  earth  ?  Not  yet.  Men  will 
not  dig  graves  as  if  they  were  blasting  tunnels,  and  the 
earth  is  as  hard  as  the  bowels  of  Mont  Cenis.  The 
corpses  on  Mont  Avron  must  lie  there  till  a  thaw  comes. 
How  long   after   it  would  be   rash   to   prognosticrtte. 

I  That  gruesome  gronf^in  the  t-amp  here,  who  had  been 
sitting  round  the  fire  when  the  shells  came  and  bnrst  in 
it  and  blew  one  and  all  of  them  into  the  other  world, 
0  2 
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must  remain  as  it  is — a  horrible  mockery  of  conviviality, 
for  a  time  at  least.  To  look  at  the  group  from  a  little 
distance  one  would  conclude  that  its  members,  lying  or 
seated  in  a  circle,  were  hobnobbing  genially  round  a 
common  pot  or  eating  out  of  one  dish.  Come  nearer 
and  look  inside  that  ring  of  squatting  men,  or  what 
once  were  men.  I  care  not  how  inured  you  are  to 
sights  of  horror,  you  will  turn  away  sick  and  scared  from 
that  circle  of  carnage.  Great  Grod  !  that  man  should  be 
able  so  to  mangle  his  fellow-man,  made  in  thine  image ! 

Behind  the  batteries,  besides  the  relics  I  have  alluded  to, 
were  found  many  evidences  of  the  precipitation  with 
which  the  French  had  evacuated  the  position.  There 
were  lots  of  wine — we  drank  some  of  it  standing  there 
among  the  dead — and  piles  of  loaves,  which  the  Saxon 
soldiers  skewered  on  their  bayonets.  There  were  blan- 
kets, too,  and  military  saddle^,  one  of  which,  an  officer's, 
Hauptmann  von  Xanthier  philosophically  annexed.  Both 
in  and  about  the  camp,  lying  farther  back,  there  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  rice,  and  also  many  blankets, 
shoes,  and  soldiers*  knapsacks.  Lumps  of  horseflesh  lay 
about  or  hung  on  cross-sticks.  Investigations  amongst 
the  tents  and  mud  huts  brought  to  light  bottles  of  rum 
and  bags  of  peas.  The  ground  was  strewn  with  Chasse- 
pots,  and  behind  the  batteries,  as  well  as  in  the  bat- 
tery magazines,  were  gunpowder  bags,  containing  each 
a  charge,  as  well  as  many  projectiles.  The  camp, 
and  indeed  the  whole  of  the  plateau  bore  numerous 
traces  of  lengthened  occupation.  The  French  are 
the  beastliest  campers  in  the  world,  and  they  seem 
to  have  been  exceptionally  beastly  in  Mont  Avron. 
Behind  the  camp  lay  the  little  straggling  village  of 
Avron,  still  smoking  from  thj|  fira  that  raged  in  it 
during  the  morning.  Whether  kindled  by  a  Prus- 
sian shell  or  by  the  last  Frenchman,  I  do  not  know. 
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There  was  not  a  sigTi  of  life  on  all  the  plateau,  except  a 
lorching  cur  who  gnawed  something  under  a  waggon. 
What  it  was  there  were  reasons  that  prevented  me  from 
investigating  too  clopelj-.  The  greater  part  of  the  plateaa 
las  been  occupied  with  Tineyarda,  which  are  now  of 
coarse  trodden  down  and  ruined.  Stumbling  through 
the  stumps  of  the  vines,  I  crossed  the  plateau  and 
looked  down  over  its  fartlier  vei^e.  Below  me  lay 
the  Tillage  of  Rosny,  easily  to  be  distiugnished  by  its 
lights.  Above  it  wns  the  horizon  line,  with  Forts  Rosny 
and  Noisy  Etanding  up  against  the  sky ;  and  there  were 
visible  in  their  neighbourhood  lights  which  seemed  to 
indicate  the  new  outpost  line  taken  up  hy  the  French. 
Then  across  again  to  the  sonth-eastem  edge — and  there 
lay  the  Mame  silvered  to  whiteness  in  the  mooulight ; 
and  Chelles,  ivith  its  bright  cottages,  nnd  Montfermeil, 
with  its  swarthy  hanging  woods,  i>nd  the  horseshoe 
farther  to  the  south.  How  often  daring  this  month 
have  I  looked  up  at  Avron  from  these  spots — at  Avron, 
hostile  and  dangerous;  and  row,  here  I  looked  down 
upon  them  from  that  very  Avron,  with  its  fangs  drawn, 
and  not  a  Frenchman  near  its  summit. 

It  sorprises  me  much,  looking  at  the  abundant  evidences 
of  precipitation  visible,  that  the  French  should  have 
removed  all  their  cannon  ;  and  still  more  so,  looking  at 
the  evidences  of  our  lire,  that  they  slinuld  have  been 
able  to  do  so.  It  is  about  as  cosy  to  transport  a  big  ship 
about  the  country  as  it  is  to  move  a  big  gun  after  it  has 
been  dismounted;  none  of  the  Freueli  guus  eoold  have 
been  dismounted,  else  we  should  have  found  both  gnn 
and  carriage  where  the  damage  was  done.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  infantry  men  roost  have  skedaddled  in 
a  panic,  and  that  the  artillerymen,  fearing  an  assault 
from  infantry,  which  they  had  no  means  of  resisting,  had 
'    '  removed  their  gons  before  an  absolute  necessity  existed 
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for  evacuation  from  the  strength  of  the  German  fire.  They 
were  wise,  if  this  was  their  reckoning. 

To-daj  there  is  a  languid  fire  going  on  against  Fort  Rosny, 
which  is  seemingly  replying  with  only  two  guns.  It  is 
believed  one  of  the  guns  on  the  batteries  of  this  fort  was 
dismounted  yesterday.  Noisy  will  find  occasion  to  spend 
some  ammunition  in  exchanges  presently.  The  gar- 
rison seems  paralyzed.  There  is  no  signs  of  a  move 
anywhere.  Perhaps  they  are  getting  up  a  surprise  for 
us.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that,  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  the  day  wo  opened  our  fire,  the  French 
asked  for  a  day's  armistice.  As  there  appeared  no 
grounds  for  such  a  request,  and  many  reasons  against 
granting  it,  it  was  refused. 

The  state  of  affairs  at  the  southern  'front,  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  was  thus  described  by  the  Correspondent  at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  a  letter  dated 
Versailles,  December  29  : — 

"  Oldest  inhabitants'*  have  been  coming  out  strongly  with 
their  memories  of  winter  weather,  and  the  sentries  have 
been  well  nigh  frozen  on  their  midnight  duty,  and  the 
Seine  has  been  quite  frozen  from  shore  to  shore.  I  rode 
down  to  Villeneuve  St.  Georges  yesterday  morning,  and 
crossed  the  river  upon  a  bridge  of  ice.  The  country 
was  covered  with  snow  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  valley  was  a  strip  of  smooth 
white  surface,  where  the  ice- blocks  had  been  pressed 
together  into  a  solid  mass.  Alas,  for  the  well-built 
bridge  of  the  German  pioneers  1  It  had  been  swept 
away  and  destroyed  like  so  much  paper.  The  pontoons 
were  drawn  aside  and  saved,  but  the  more  permanent 
structure  perished.  Never  had  the  invaders  believed  that 
'^hey  would  be  followed  into  France  by  their  own  stem 
mate.   Every  one  stared  at  the  frozen  river,  and  walked 
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I  it,  and  hammered  aud  stamped  Dpon  it,  in  blank 

'  amazement.  Tlie  raati  destmction  whicli  the  French 
WTOnght  last  September  against  the  bridges  of  atone 
and  iron  seemed  to  be  partially  jus tiScd  when  it  tamed 
out  that  pontoons  conld  not  remain  upon  the  riTer. 
Here  was  Villeneuve  St.  Georges  reduced  to  an  ice- 
bridge,  -whilst  the  heavy  traffic  went  ronnd  by  Corbeil. 
It  did  not  matter  much,  bat  it  was  a  point  of  advantage 

.  to  those  who  wish  for  delay.  Of  course,  the  French 
vant  delay  in  all  their  adversaries'  moves.  A  mile  or 
two  more  i-oond,  a  triSe  of  extra  wear  and  tear  for  the 
Pmsaians,  is  a,  gain  to  the  defenders  of  Paris.  Tims 
baa  been  their  great«st  want,  and  the  fatal  accuracy 
of  the  invader  their  greatest  danger.  But  enough  of 
digression  about  a  small  dutoiu-  for  the  waggon  trains. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  crossing  on  foot,  or  in  leading 
,  saddle-horse ;  and  I  hear  that  a  lighl-bailt 
carriage  has  even  been  got  over  by  pushing  it  separately 
on  to  the  ico,  aud  leading  the  horses  after  it  one  by  one. 
With  their  nsnal  energy  and  method,  the  Germans  have 
marked  out  a  good  track  upon,  the  river,  have  laid  down 
planks  and  straw  at  the  landing  points,  and  pnt  men  to 
watch  the  state  of  the  ice  under  the  pressure  which  it 

'  now  anstains. 

I  hear  from  those  who  have  been  upon  the  line  of  commu- 
nication with  Germaiiy,  at  Strasburg,  at  Nancy,  and  at 
Chaiona,  that  signs  of  the  active  reinforcement  of  the 

»  German  armies  in  France  are  plentiful.  The  Landwehr 
is  pouring  into  the  conquered  country  like  a  winter 
torrent.  Every  station  is  full  of  German  uniforms, 
every  train  is  crowded  with  invaders,  nntil  political 
France  seems  called  upon  to  give  up  the  ghost.  The 
effort  is  the  strongest  effort  at  complete  conquest  which 

L Germany  can  be  expected  to  make.  It  is  the  final 
"spurt''  of  the  race,  and  it  will  probably  outstrip  the 
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best  that  the  French  can  do.  But  we  see  how  these 
obstinate  men  of  the  Republic,  fighting  blindly  on,  have 
taxed  their  powerful  enemy  to  beat  them.     The  mere 

'  size  and  wealth  of  Franco  has  allowed  her  to  call  forth 
resources  which  her  military  position  since  Sedan  seemed 
to  paralyze.  We  can  now  see  what  a  tough  job  it  would 
have  been  to  get  to  Paris,  and  to  besiege  it,  had  a 
system  of  French  Landwehr  existed.  Under  every  dis- 
advantage of  political  change  and  military  failure,  the 
French  have  struggled  into  a  fourth  month  of  Repub- 
licanism, and  struggled  very  nearly  through  it  to  a  fifth 
month,  despite  fresh  defeats  without  number.  If  the 
Gkirde  Mobile  were  a  force  with  some  years  of  previous 
exercise,  and  the  Francs-tireurs  were  men  who  had 
already  been  obliged  to  servo  in  the  army,  there  would 
be  a  tolerably  even  chance  for  victors  and  vanquished  in 
the  next  round  of  the  Franco-Prussian  fight.  We  may 
take  warning  by  the  French.  Heaven  grant  that  we 
may  never  have  occasion  to  try  to  make  up  for  ruinous 
losses,  as  they  are  trying  to  make  up,  by  putting  our 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  at  the  eleventh  hour  I     But,  if 

',  we  do,  there  will  be  all  the  difference  in  the  world 
between  having  trained  people  to  recruit  from  and 
having  trusted  to  throwing  away  our  lives  to  set  things 
straight,  without  any  particular  training.  The  Germans 
who  throng  the  railway  lines  of  Northern  France  are 
coming  out  witli  an  excellent  knowledge  of  their  business, 
whilst  the  raw  French  levies  that  struggle  and  die  to 
turn  the  tide  are  learning  how  to  fight  by  bitter  ex- 
perience. 

You  would  have  thought  that  both  sides,  French  and 
German,  deserved  credit  for  their  tact,  had  you  seen 

the  meeting  of  the  foes  at  M 's  table,  in  a  little 

town  not  far  from  hence.  They  met,  as  has  been  so 
often  the   case  of  late,  the   French   as  prisoners,  the 
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Genuaiis,  if  not  as  their  captors,  at    least  as  tLc  aiders 
and  abettors  of  their  captors.     A  Gemian  general  was 

qnartered  in  the  bonse  with  bis  staff,  and  il ,  tbe 

proprietor,  entertained  at  sapper  the  prisoner  officers 
yrho  wero  passing  liis  way.  It  was  a  delicate  position, 
which  the  host  held  admirablj  well.  Of  course  he  must 
be  civil  to  his  coarteoas  but  nninvited  guests.  Of 
coarse  his  every  synipatby  went  with  the  old  nniibrm, 
and  with  tbe  sharp  metallic  accents  of  bis  own  mother 
tongue.  What  n  dreary  dictionary  full  of  Teutonic 
French  he  had  been  hearing  for  weeks  past !  What 
a  quantity  of  bad  news  had  been  ho  conveyed  to  bim ! 
The  General,  a  grave,  foi-mal  man,  speaking  slowly  in 
Gemian,  and  still  more  slowly  in  French,  had  become 
awaro  of  the  presence  of  the  prisoners.  He  atked  a 
few  questions  about  tbetn,  and  signified  by  his  manner 
that  the  host  was  freo  to  he  as  hospitable  as  he  chose  to 
these  men  who  were  down.  The  two  parties  did  not 
eat  together,  but  tliey  passed  and  escbauged  bows,  and 
p^atest  care  was  taken  by  the  victors  to  show  that  they 
recognized  tbe  presence  of  tbe  vanquished.  Each  par^ 
sapped  by  itself.  You  wonld  have  smiled  at  the  slrango 
differences  of  opinion  which  tlie  world  contains  had  you 
heard  them  InJk  of  their  respective  opponents  ;  the 
French  thinking  it  a  hard  cose  of  invasion  that  their 
country  should  pay  for  its  past  folly,  the  Germans 
gravely  and  sincerely  blaming  the  obstinacy  which 
brought  these  luckless  enemies  to  wage  a  hopeless 
war  :  each  side  resolved  as  to  its  own  right,  and  each 
resolved  not  to  he  backward  in  outward  courtesy  to  the 

The  cold  weather  and  the  skating  will  long  be  renicmbei'ed 
at  Versailles.     There  is  a  distant  boom  of  guns  in  the 


frosty  air,  but  the  park  i 
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thougli  no  siege  were  thought  of.      Skates   are  let  out 
bj  the  hour,  and  so  are  sledges. 

The  loss  of  Avron  was  the  first  unequivocal  sign  to  the 
Parisians  that  the  attack  of  the  enemy  was  stronger  than 
their  own  defence.  The  Special  Correspondent  at  Paris 
wrote  on  the  2Gth  of  December,  the  day  after  the  plateau 
of  Avron  was  evacuated  : — 

On  the  27th  of  this  month,  exactly  four  weeks  after  the 
plateau  of  Avron  had  been  occupied  by  the  French,  the 
Prussians  attacked  it  with  their  heavy  guns,  in  order  to 
clear  it.  They  spent  a  great  deal  of  powder  on  this  first 
day,  and  produced  a  very  small  result,  as  their  shot  and 
shell  fell  wild.  On  the  second  day  they  resumed  their 
attack  with  diminished  vivacity,  but  the  aim  of  their 
projectiles  was  truer,  and  although  little  damage  was 
done,  yet  it  was  demonstrated  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  hold  the  plateau  in  faoe  qf  the  Prussian 
battcnes.  That  same  night,  therefore,  the  guns  were  all 
removed — the  plateau  of  Avron  was  vacated,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  whatever  advantages  accrued  from  the  two 
great  sorties  of  the  30th  of  Kovember  and  the  2l8t  of 
December  were  nullified.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that 
the  effect  of  this  event  on  Paris  was  depressing  in  the 
extreme,  but  it  was  still  more  so  by  reason  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  announced  officially.  We  are 
told  in  one  sentence  that  the  employment  of  the  heavy 
siege  artillery  of  the  Prussians  must  modify  the  system 
of  defence.  "But,"  it  is  added  complacently,  "all  has 
been  foreseen  from  the  commencement  of  the  siege."  It 
is  certainly  a  pity  that,  if  everything  has  been  foreseen, 
General  Trochu  should  throw  away  his  strength  in 
unavailing  efforts,  and  should  talk  so  bravely  of  attempts 
which  all  end  in  failure.    There  is  a  strong  under-current 
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of  fcL'b'ng  rising  agaicbt  Litn  just  now  on  account  of  his 
indcoiBion  and  manj  delays.  What  he  wants  is  daring- 
He  is  a  very  able,  honest  man ;  but  Paris  wants  for  its 
deliverer  somothing  more  than  a  man— a  hero;  if  he  were 
godlike,  so  much  the  l>etter;  but  it  would  probably 
irafficB  if  he  had  daring  enough.  As  it  is,  we  may  now 
conclude  that  he  will  no  more  attempt  to  act  on  the 
offensive.  From  the  first,  indeed,  hia  plan,  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  mnch,  was  entirely  defensive.  He  did 
not  originally  intend  to  take  the  offensive.  It  was 
enough  for  him  to  render  Paris  imprE'gnable,  and  in 
this  he  has  perfectly  sncceeded.  Paris  rendered  impreg- 
D-ible,  and  able  to  resist  famine  for  four  or  five  mouths 
— he  would  wait  for  the  chapter  of  accidents.  Who 
conid  tell  what  might  not  happen  ?  What  victories 
tni^ht  not  be  gained  by  French  armies  in  the  provinces? 
What  relief  might  not  come  from  foreign  intervention? 
He  was  driven  out  of  this  temporizing  policy  towards 
the  end  of  October,  partly  by  popular  disgust,  partly  by 
the  urgency  of  friends  who  wished  him  well.  He  began 
to  prepare  the  means  of  attack,  and  at  last,  after  inter- 
minable delays,  he  made  an  attack— he  made  two  great 
attacks— on  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  Both  ended  in 
failure,  and  I  donbt  if  ho  wiU  attack  again  unless  he  ia 
driven  t-o  it  by  an  overwhelming  expression  of  pablic 
opinion.  He  will  prefer  to  resist  as  he  can  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  wait  for  the  chances  of  relief  from 
Genera]  Chanzy.  Fabius  Ccnctator  was  a  great  man, 
and  succeeded  at  last  in  saving  Rome  ;  but  his  policy  is 
certainly  hazardous,  and  it  approaches  too  nearly  to  that 
of  ft  militaiy  Micawber  to  inspire  mnch  confidence, 
especially  now,  when  we  have  barely  five  weeks  before 
us.  Still,  there  is  no  use  in  despairiug.  If  the  Hicaw- 
ber  policy  is  bad,  the  worst  of  all  policies  is  that  of 
despair ;  and  whether  General  Trochu  mounts  his  horse 
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for  renewed  attacks,  or  twirls  his  thumbs  waiting  for 
help  which  never  comes,  Paris  will  endure  to  the  utter- 
most. 

It  is  right  to  tell,  however,  that  Paris  showed  the  first 
signs  of  unruly  behaviour  the  other  day — I  mean  of 
such  unruly  behaviour  as  proceeds  from  physical  dis- 
tress, and  leads  to  dangerous  riot.  The  riot  of  the  31st  of 
October,  though  in  its  way  sufficiently  serious,  yet  pro- 
ceeding from  mere  difference  of  opinion,  was  compara- 
tively harmless,  and  it  was  quickly  subdued,  leaving  no 
trace  of  ill-will  behind.  Let  a  riot  proceed  from  intense 
physical  suffering  and  the  sense  of  wrong,  however, 
and  there  is  no  saying  what  may  happen.  Such  a  dis- 
turbance we  had  the  other  dav  in  the  intense  cold.  But 
I  must  say  that  I  sympathized  a  good  deal  with  the 
rioters.  The  people  of  Paris  suffer  much,  but  they  suffer 
cheerfully  as  long  as  they  know  that  their  hard  fate  is 
inevitable,  and  that  the  Grovernment  is  doing  all  it  can 
for  their  relief.  Indeed,  this  cheerfulness  is  very  won- 
derful, considering  the  mismanagement  of  the  commis- 
sariat in  nearly  every  one  of  the  arrondissements  of 
Paris.  Suddenly  came  the  intense  cold — the  people 
were  in  fearful  misery — there  was  a  panic  among  the 
wood  merchants — the  price  of  fuel  rose  immensely.  The 
Government  had  to  announce  one  cold  morning  that  it 
had  not  counted  on  the  cold  ;  that  it  had  made  no  pro- 
vision of  fuel ;  but  that  it  would  make  amends  by  at 
once  proceeding  to  cut  down  the  woods  of  Boulogne  and 
Vincennes,  and  the  trees  on  the  Boulevards.  On  this 
announcement  the  people  argued  after  their  own  fashion. 
For  them  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  and  they  knew 
that  it  takes  a  long  time  to  organize  a  Government 
scheme.  The  Government  probably  could  not  supply 
them  with  wood  for  a  week  to  come.  But  in  the  mean- 
time they  were  starving.     How  could  they  wait  for  a 
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week  until  tliB  Government  could  leifiurcly  carry  ont  its 
plaD8  ?  Tliey  would  do  for  themselves  tlie  work  of  the 
Govemtnenl.  So  they  went  forth  in  all  directions  to 
cat  down  treoa,  and  to  pick  tip  sticks.  They  made  no 
distinction  between  public  and  priviito  property.  Here 
they  nnw  a  fine  tree,  which  would  blaze  beautifully  ; 
they  sawed  it  down.  There  Avere  some  tempting  palings, 
where  the  wood  seemed  dry  and  cut  to  size  ;  they  polled 
these  up,  and  carried  them  off.  Behold  nn  enclosure, 
walled  round  with  planks  and  hoardings,  on  which 
flourished  many  advertisements ;  what  could  be  better 
for  firewood  ?  The  poor  starving  wretches  pulled  them 
to  piecea,  with  a  sagacity  which,  if  you  sympathize  with 
it,  you  will  call  practical ;  and  if  yon  have  no  pity,  you 
will  call  criminal.  Property,  no  doubt,  has  its  rights  ; 
but  these  are  very  elastic  just  now  in  Paris,  in  so  far  as 
they  regard  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  fact,  as  regards 
these  necessaries,  the  solo  right  of  property  in  them 
belouga  to  the  Government,  which  has  made  requisition 
of  everything  edible  and  everything  combastible  in 
Paris.  If  you  have  money,  keep  it — it  is  yours  ;  but  if 
yon  hare  a  horse  that  can  be  eaten,  or  coals  thitt  can  he 
burned,  you  can  no  longer  keep  posseEsion  of  such 
valuables.  The  State  will  pay  you  for  them,  but  you 
must  give  them  np  for  general  distribution.  So  in  Paris 
we  have  a  restricted  commnnisro  in  full  working  order  ; 
and  the  poor  people,  fully  appreciating  this  communtsm, 
did  not  see  much  harm  in  seizing  npon  trees  which  did 
not  belong  to  them,  and  on  palings  and  bcantifnl  trellis- 
work  which  they  had  not  paid  for,  to  light  themsclvea 
fires  wherewithal,  and  to  keep  themselves  from  freezing. 
Of  course,  the  bereft  proprietors  are  indignant  at  their 
losses ;  and  political  econonoists  and  moralists,  who 
recognize  no  distinction  between  a  state  of  siege  and  a 
state  of  freedom,  ore  lavish  in  sermons  on  the  rights  of 
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property  and  the  wickedness  of  the  people.  All  in  vain. 
By  all  the  rights  of  logic,  the  people  ought  to  have  died 
of  cold,  waiting  until,  after  a  week  or  ten  days,  the 
Government  could  be  in  a  position  to  dole  out  fuel  to 
them.  Human  nature  discovers  that  it  is  above  such 
logic,  as  there  have  been  Emperors  above  grammar.  If 
Paris  in  the  siege  had  been  left  to  the  political  econo- 
mists, I  sometimes  wonder  what  would  have  happened. 
There  was  a  sect  of  free-traders  who  insisted  on  free- 
trade — the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and  demand.  They 
could  not  sec  that  free- trade  implies  freedom  of  many 
kinds.  No,  they  said,  free-trade  is  good  under  all  pos- 
sible conditions ;  this  system  of  rations  is  not  right ;  let 
every  man  keep  his  property,  and  sell  it  as  ho  pleases. 
If  he  has  an  ox,  and  chooses  to  sell  it  at  the  rate  of  100 
francs  a  pound — good  :  ho  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  let  him 
make  his  profit ;  that  is  his  reward  for  laying  up  a 
store  against  the  evil  day.  These  theories  are  all  A'ery 
iine,  but  they  evaporate  before  the  starvation  of  two 
millions  of  people.  Certainly  Paris  could  not  have  held 
out  as  it  has  but  for  the  modified  communism  to  which 
the  Government  gave  its  sanction  in  seizing  upon  all 
eatables  and  combustibles  in  order  to  distribute  them  in 
rations. 

In  the  midst  of  the  firing  nine  people  sat  down  to  breakfast 
in  a  small  house  upon  the  plateau  of  Avron.  There 
were  the  commander  of  the  6th  Battalion  of  Mobiles  of 
the  Seine  (M.  Heintzler),  his  wife,  the  adjutant  of  the 
battalion,  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  an  ensign,  a  chap- 
lain, and  a  doctor — nearly  all  of  the  same  battalion.  A 
Prussian  shell  came  smashing  upon  the  table  and  killed 
six  of  the  party.  The  commandant  and  his  ^vife  were 
wounded.  The  only  one  who  escaped  unhurt  was  the 
doctor.  Of  the  eight  persons  who  were  killed  yesterday, 
six  belonged  to  this  little  breakfast  party.     What    an 
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incident  for  the  fotnre  novelist !  Nine  persons,  mclmlmg 
a  lady,  are  jesting  over  their  fragal  breakfast,  which 
they  are  detonnined  to  enjoy,  in  spite  of  the  cannon. 
"  There  wants  bnt  h  shell  to  give  ns  butter,"  says  one  of 
the  party.  Instantly  comes  a  shell,  and  blows  six  of 
them  ont  of  existence,  while  wonnding  two  more,  the 
commandant  and  his  wife. 

The  Germans  were  by  no  means  disposed  to  stop  at  their 
I  against  Mont  Avron.  The  forts  on  that  side  of  Paris 
— Nogent,  Bosny,  and  Noisy — were  to  be  demolished,  if  the 
German  artillery  was  equal  to  the  task.  Their  fire,  in  fact, 
ed,  after  they  had  been  vigorously  bombarded, 
and  the  telegrams  from  Versailles  showed  that  the  besiegers 
believed  they  were  effectually  sOenced.  But  their  brief 
inactivity  was  deceptive,  aud  after  an  interval  of  repose,  the  , 
reason  of  which  was  much  discussed  at  the  German  head- 
quarters, their  firo  awoke  in  all  ita  original  vigour.  The 
bombardment  of  the  forts  in  the  north-east  front  of  Paris 
b^an  on.  the  27th  of  December,  and  that  of  the  eouthem. 
forts — Issy,  Vanves,  Montrouge,  with  the  enti'enchments 
of  Villejuif  and  Pout  du  Jour — on  the  5th  of  Jaunary. 
The  Special  Correspondent  in  Paris  wrote  on  the  Ist  of 
Jannaiy: — 

One  of  the  German  correspondents  of  the  press,  describing 
how  Paris  was  to  be  reduced,  gives  great  prominence  to 
what  he  calls  the  psychological  moment.  It  was  dis- 
covered, he  said,  by  the  Gcrmoa  leaders,  that  a  bom- 
bardment could  produce  but  small  physical  eOcct,  and 
therefore  it  was  considered  best  to  defer  it  until  tho 
ParisiaQ  mind,  being  shaken  by  misery,  famine,  sickness, 
and  despair,  it  would  produce  the  strongest  psycholo- 
gical effect.  It  would  appear  that  now,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Germans,  the  psychological  moment  has  come — 
the  moment  whei   it  is   likely  that  the  mind  of  the 
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Parisians  mast  be  pecnUarly  open  to  impressions  from  a 
bombardment  which  could  effect  little  by  main  force. 
At  least  this  might  be  inferred  from  the  terms  in  which 
the  Government  describes  the  first  cannonade  which  the 
enemy  has  opened  on  the  forts  of  Paris.  Bat,  then,  I 
am  nothing  but  what  is  called  here  a  peJcin — that  is,  a 
civilian,  as  distinct  from  a  military  man  ;  and  to  read  the 
military  report  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  de- 
scriptions in  all  the  newspapers,  you  would  imagine  that 
it  is  the  long-expected  bombardment  of  Paris,  which  has 
commenced  with  a  cannonade  upon  the  forts  of  the  east. 
Suppose  the  view  announced  by  the  Government  and  all 
the  papers  be  correct,  it  follows  that,  as  a  bombardment 
on  this  side  can  do  no  harm  whatever  to  Paris,  it  can 
only  have  a  moral  effect.  But  if  the  enemy  have  aimed 
at  moral  effect,  they  have  been  wofully  at  fault  in  their 
calculations.  The  bombardment,  if  so  it  is  to  be  called, 
has  put  the  Parisians  in  great  good  spirits.  "  It  is  a  sign  of 
disquietude  and  impatience  on  the  part  of  the  Prussians," 
they  say.  "  The  siege  lasts  longer  than  they  expected  ; 
they  are  tired  of  it ;  they  want  to  finish  ;  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  finish  soon  ;  let  us  wait  a  little  longer, 
and  they  will  have  to  raise  the  siege."  So  it  was  when 
General  Moltko  sent  in  word  that  the  Army  of  the  Loire 
was  defeated.  He  no  doubt  expected  to  drive  Paris  to 
despair,  and  to  the  point  of  surrender.  On  the  contrary, 
ho  raised  the  courage  of  Paru?,  and  we  now  know  that, 
though  the  French  armies  in  the  provinces  were  defeated, 
they  made  a  stout  resistance,  and  succumbed  under 
circumstances  which  give  a  good  hope  of  better  luck  for 
renewed  efforts.  On  Christmas  Day  the  German  leaders 
made  another  psychological  attempt,  which,  so  far  from 
damping  the  spirits  of  the  Parisians,  has  set  them  chuck- 
ling with  glee.  One  of  the  generals  sent  in  a  long 
letter,  ostensibly  to  arrange  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
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1  particnlarly  to  inquire  as  to  tlie  fate  of  a  ci^rtaia 
^  John  Muller.  But  thia  elaborate  epistle,  so  full  of 
'  finxietj  for  the  welfare  of  Mr.  John  Muller,  contained 
the  anuoDncement,  introduced  with  a,  clnmsv  emphasis, 
of  the  defeat  of  a  French  army  &t  Amiens.  It  is  a  great 
pity  that  a  French  army  should  be  defeated  at  Amiens, 
but  it  is  a  consolation  to  the  Parisian  that  the  Germans 
ebotdd  be  so  anxions  to  let  ns  know  of  it  that  they  must 
stumble  into  so  ranch  clnmsines-s.  And  now  comes  the 
bombardment,  bo  called,  which  has  upon  tbc  Parisian 
mind  the  best  possible  psychological  effect. 
It  is  &  wonderfnlly  bappy  faculty — this  of  cheerfulness  and 
Bnblime  conceit.  I  neither  praise  it  nor  blame  it,  recog- 
nizing fully  that  it  is  a  chara.cteristic  not  of  French 
alone,  but  also  of  human  natar-e.  It  is  a  terrible  weak- 
ness, and  it  is  a  tower  of  strength.  The  French  used 
to  laagb  at  ns  in  the  Napoleonic  wars  because  our  regi- 
ments never  knew  when  they  were  beaten,  and  went  on 
fighting.  But  they  also  did  justice  to  our  tenacity. 
'■  C'est  roagnifique,"  they  said,  "  mais  co  n'est  pas  la 
gnerre."  And  we  may  say  to  all  their  cfaeerrulness  njid 
tenacity  in  the  midst  of  disaster  much  the  same.  It  is 
not  reasonable — it  is  mere  conceit ;  but  still   it  is  very 

JParit,  Jan.  3. — The  forts  on  the  eastern  side  of  Paris  are 
being  bombarded,  but  as  yet  with  very  small  result, 
whether  in  loss  of  life  or  in  destruction  of  stone  walls. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  army  of  Paris  bas  been  singu- 
larly inactive,  to  the  great  disgust  of  the   inbabitante, 

I  trho  are  willing  to  endure  any  amount  of  privation, 
provided  the  generals  in  command  will  do  their  duty, 
and  show  signs  of  life.  General  Trochn  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  praise,  and  he  deserves  it;  but  he  lacks 
initiative,  and  be  has  to  be  driren  on.  He  will.how- 
■,  be  compelled  to  fight,  for  whether  he  con  succeed 
TOL.  n.  P 
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in  liis  attempts  or  not,  it  is  recognized  here  that,  in 
the  interest  of  the  armies  in  the  provinces,  Paris  is 
bound  to  keep  the  army  of  investment  fnlly  engaged. 
Sorties  in  succession  may  not  end  in  victory,  but  they 
may  at  least  attain  this  good  result — to  inflict  severe 
losses  on  the  enemy,  and  to  keep  him  fixed  about 
Paris. 

In  the  meantime,  it  must  be  confessed  that  Paris  is  in 
great  suffering.  I  have  no  scruple  in  telling  you  this, 
which  might  seem  to  give  liopcs  to  the  enemy  of  a 
speedy  surrender,  because  I  have  no  doubt  Avhatever  as 
to  the  fortitude  of  the  people,  who  are  indeed  ready  to 
hold  out  to  the  last  crust  of  bread.  The  patriotism  of 
the  Parisians  is  unflinching.  Whatever  murmurs  we 
may  hear — whatever  complaints  against  the  Government 
— tliere  is  no  thought  of  surrender  among  those  who 
have  the  best  right  to  complain.  Therefore,  in  all 
frankness,  I  give  you  tlio  death  list  for  the  last  week, 
namely,  that  ending  December  31: — Small-pox,  454; 
scarlatina,  6 ;  measles,  19 ;  typhoid  fever,  2o0 ;  erysi- 
pelas, 10  ;  bronchitis,  258  ;' pneumonia,  201 ;  diarrhoea, 
98 ;  dysentery,  51 ;  diphtheria,  12  ;  croup,  16 ;  puer- 
peral afl'octions,  8  ;  other  causes,  1,897 — total,  0,280. 

This  is  a  fearful  total,  and  shows  an  increase  of  ooO  deaths 
over  the  lists  of  the  two  pre\'ious  weeks.  Small-pox, 
typhoid  fever,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia  are  enormously 
increased  in  fatal  effect.  And  it  ought  to  be  observed 
that  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality  do  not  by  any  means 
show  tlie  total  mortality  of  Paris.  The  weekly  bills 
never  take  account  of  public  institutions.  There  is  an 
arrangement  here  by  means  of  which  the  mortality  in 
the  public  hospitals  is  registered  once  a  quarter.  So  it 
happens  that  we  know  nothing  of  the  deaths  in  the 
ambulances,  and  in  other  public  institutions.  The 
weekly  bills   take  account   only  of  deaths  in   private 
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I,  and  they  pree«nt  &  terrible  total.  What  is  to  be 
added  for  the  Bospitals,  ordinary  and  militajy,  I  do  not 
know ;  bat  considering  that  Luspital  fever  is  r^ing,  and 
tbat  the  mortality  of  the  sargical  cases  is  enormons,  I 
cannot  be  far  wrong  if  I  pnt  the  total  tnartali^  of  Paris 
in  this  last  week  at  4,000.  Consider  what  this  is  in  a 
population  of  2,005,700,  which  is  the  latest  reckoning, 
that  is,  a  reckoning  ascertained  hj  oar  daily  rations. 
TVTiMi  4,0lM)  people  die  in  a  week  ont  of  a.  population  of 
2,000,000,  this  impHes,  if  the  same  rate  of  mortalitj 

twere  to  continne  all  the  year  round,  decimation.  A 
district  in  England  is  considered  tolerably  healthy  if 
only  2  per  cent,  of  the  popnlation  die  in  a  year.  A 
district  is  vcTy  unhealthy  if  the  death-rate  mounts  up 
to  0  per  cent.  The  present  death-rate  of  Paris,  if  it 
were  sustained  throughout  the  year,  wonld  give  10  per 
cent.  Or,  to  pnt  it  otherwise,  it  is  considered  on  ex- 
cessive mortality  in  England  if  death  takes  1  in  1,000 
persons  in  a  week.  Here  death  takes  2  in  1,000. 
In  spite  of  the  bad  food,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
mortality  from  iliueasL's  of  the  alimentaiy  system  is  not 
\ij  any  means  what  one  miglit  have  espected.  The 
great  minister  of  evil  is  the  extraordinary  cold,  which 
Ls  even  more  remarkuhle  for  continuance  than  for 
intensity.  Of  the  one-and-thirty  days  of  this  last 
December  only  nine  have  shown  a  tempemtnre  above 

tthe  Jrecsing  point.  In  the  fifty  years  from  1616  to  \HGC, 
the  average  temperature  fur  the  month  of  December 
has  been  S'o4  deg.  above  zero  on  the  Centigrade 
thermometer,  which  is  something  like  38  on  the 
Fahrenheit  scale.  The  overage  temjwrature  of  this  last 
December  has  been  l-O?  deg.  below  Kero  on  the  Centi- 
grade thermometer,  which  is  very  ncai'iy  two  degrees 
K below  the  freezing  point  on  the  Fahrenheit. 
n.6. — Of  all  the  privations  of  the  siege  none  has  been  more 
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hard  to  endure  than  the  want  of  news.     No  pigeon  has 
come  into  Paris  since  the  19th  December,  and  the  news 
it  bore  was  dated  the  14th.     We  get  news,  however, 
notwithstanding.     Sometimes  a  bottle  comes  down  the 
Seine,  but  it  generally  contains  information  more  inte- 
resting than  important.     Interesting !     I  confess  I  am 
interested  in   the    news   that  Monsieur  Prudhomme*s 
eldest  child  has  got  the  hooping-cough,  and  that  the 
black  sow  has  had  a  litter  of  fifteen.     It  is  interesting 
to  be  thus  able  to  take  the  measure  of  human  events. 
There  is   all   Paris  in  a  great  agony,  and  wild  with 
expectation  over  the  bottle,  and  Paris  is  informed  with 
all  solemnity  that  a  poor  farmer's  sow   has.  farrowed 
fifteen.     We  think  much  of   ourselves  here — wo  feel 
all  the   agony    of  the   situation;  and   we   find   not  a 
thought  of  our  agony  in  that  precious  bottle  which 
is  all  devoted  to  a  record   of  the  travail  of  a  black 
sow.     We  have  another  source  of  information  in  the 
English  papers  which  come  in  now  and  then,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  get  a  sight  of  them,  and  the  news  rather 
oozes  out  than  is  fairly  published.     Finally,  we  have 
the   German   papers   which    are    found    on   prisoners. 
General  Ducrot  said,  three  days  ago,  to  an  officer  of 
the  Eclaircurs  de  la  Seine,  "  We  want  news,  go  and 
bag  a  few  prisoners." — "  How  many  do  you  want,  my 
General?"   says  Major  Poulizac. — "As  many  as  you 
like,"   replies   Ducrot;    "get    me   some   newspapers." 
Forth  go  the  sportsmen  to  hunt  for  newspapers.     At 
four  in  the  morning  they  surprise  one  of  the  outposts 
of  the  Prussian  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bourget. 
The   post  is   held  by   forty   Prussians,  but,   taken  by 
surprise,  ten  are  killed  and  six  made  prisoners.     The 
rest  escape,  but  their  baggage  is  seized,  and  we  have 
newspapers  from  Germany  and  from  Versailles  up  to 
New  Year's  Day.     So  it  is  that  we  get  supplied  with 
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newB— other  tlian  of  black  sows.  When  we  ivant  a 
newspaper  wo  shoot  a  man — we  shoot  t«n  men  dead, 
we  wound  others,  and  take  six  prisoners. 

Thinking  of  tbe  black  sow,  and  how  all-iipportant  she 
and  her  fifteen  sucking  pigs  must  be  to  the  poor  French 
Earmer,  I  went  to  the  Pantheon  yesterday,  and  to  tbe 
Church  of  St.  Etienne  du  Mont.  The  Pantheon  is  by 
rights  the  Charch  of  Sainte-GeneviSve,  the  patron 
saint  of  Paris,  and  all  who  wish  to  call  upon  this 
saint  for  snceour  flock  thither,  and  to  the  neighbonr- 
ing  Charch  of  St.  Etienne  da  Mont,  where  she  has 
a  chapel.  The  3rd  of  January  is  devoted  in  the 
<»Icndar  to  Sain te- Gene vii've,  and  on  this  day  Bccord- 
ingly  begins  her  accustomed  npMi'ai'ne— that  is,  the 
nine  days  of  prayer  addressed  to  her.  To  her  holy 
shrine  all  trne  believers  flock  to  pray  for  Paris  in 
this  her  time  of  need.  The  chnrches  are  filled  with 
anxious  creatures,  who  are  down  upon  their  knees 
to  the  blessed  saint.  "  Oh,  Sainte-GeneviSve  of  Paria," 
they  pray,  "  our  good  patroness,  protect  us !  Sainte- 
Genevieve  of  Paris,  our  salvation  and  our  ^ardian, 
have  pily  upon  as !  Oh,  Sainte- Genevieve  of  Paris, 
thou  that  with  thy  prayers  didst  save  onr  city 
from  Ibe  hordes  of  Attita,  save  ns  now  from 
Ihe  hordes  of  his  descendants!"  While  the  people 
are  still  praying,  we  can  hear  the  noise  of  a  shell 
bnrsting  close  at  hand.  The  bombardment  of  Paris, 
or  something  that  looks  like  bombardment,  has  com- 
manced.  Strange  irony !  We  are  on  the  rack  for 
news  from  the  French  provinces,  and  the  only  news 
which  a  Frenchman  takes  the  trouble  to  send  into  us 
concerns  the  fertility  of  his  black  sow.  On  the  tliird 
day  of  the  year  the  people  rush  to  the  special  clinrches 
of  Paris  to  pray  to  the  patron  saint  of  the  city.  Does 
tbe  blessed  Genevieve  hear?  If  she  does,  i.t  least 
the  does  not  avert  the  German  cannon  !  for  on  the  fifth 
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day  of  the  year  the  shells  begin  to  fall  upon  the  deyoted 
city.  The  formidable  Prussian  batteries  on  the  south 
opened  yesterday  on  the  forts  of  Issy,  Vanves,  and 
Montrouge,  and,  in  a  degree,  also  assailed  the  portion 
of  Paris  on  the  Icfl  bank  of  the  Seine.  The  practical 
results  of  the  cannonade  are  small  enough;  but  the 
attack  was  very  violent,  and  the  roar  was  terrific.  The 
Prussian  shells  are  of  great  size — many  of  them  twenty- 
two  inches  in  length.  But  their  effect  is  so  little  in 
comparison  to  their  power  and  to  their  detonation  that 
many  people  cannot  help  believing  the  cannonade  to 
be  a  mere  feint,  to  mask  some  other  movement — per- 
haps to  conceal  the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Paris. 
If,  as  we  gather  from  the  German  papers,  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  a  psychological  effect,  the  result  would 
certainly  not  be  regarded  by  the  oncmy  as  satisfactory. 
When  the  Parisians  recovered  their  first  shock  of  sur^ 
prise  at  the  bombardment,  they  regarded  it  very  much 
as  they  would  an  exhibition  of  fireworks.  They  gathered 
to  every  high  place  and  coign  of  vantage  where  they 
could  see  the  pyi'otechnical  display,  and  watched  with 
curious  interest  for  every  flash  and  every  explosion. 
With  a  difference,  however.  Whenever  a  bomb  came 
suspiciously  near,  they  fell  flat  on  their  faces  with  a 
ludicrous  unanimity.  The  Parisians  are  wonderfolly 
obedient  to  rules  and  recipes.  For  every  situation  in 
life  they  have  a  recipe.  And  as  they  have  been  in- 
formed that  when  a  shell  bursts  upon  them,  the  best 
chance  of  escape  is  to  fall  flat  nnon  t'leir  bellies,  down 
they  go  whenever  there  appear^i  the  slightest  symptom 
of  danger.  Nothing  can  be  more  laughable.  You  hear, 
or  you  fancy  that  you  hear,  a  whiz  in  the  air.  In- 
stantly the  Parisians — men  and  women — pick  out  the 
cleanest  places  and  sprawl  on  the  ground.  Of  course 
they  will  learn  ere  long  to  be  less  eager  to  fall  down ; 
but  when  one  first  begins  to  obey  a  rule,  one  takes  it 
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in  ita  widest  sense  and  foUowa  it  absolately.  When 
the  people  are  more  accustomed  to  the  shells,  they 
■will  learn  to  distinguish  the  cases  where  the  rule  is 
absolotely  necessary  and  where  it  is  saperflaoiiB.  For 
the  present,  thej  are  all  ohedionco  within  rangu  of  the 
shells,  and  kiss  the  earth  with  an  alacrity  which  will 
no  donbt  he  most  effectirely  reprodneed  in  the  comedies, 
&pce3,  and  bnrlesqnes  of  many  years  to  come. 
Perhaps  if  the  Prussians  had  bc^on  by  bombarding  tho 
Ronth  of  Paris,  and  the  forts  to  the  sonth,  people  might 
have  been  more  i-eady  to  believe  in  their  scrioiis  inten- 
tion of  redncing  the  city  by  this  means.  But  they  began 
by  expending  an  onormone  weight  of  shot  and  shell  on 
the  forts  of  the  east  at  a  very  long  range,  where  the 
cannonade  was  a  sheer  waste  of  monitions.  It  is  cilcu- 
latedthatfroai  the  27th  of  December  to  the  1st  of  January 
25,000  projectiles  were  hurled  npon  the  forts  of  tho  cost 
— Noisy,  Rosny,  and  Nogent.  Men  who  have  been  pre- 
sent at  Sebastopfjl  and  at  Charleston  in  tho  days  of  the 
most  forions  bombardment,  declare  that  never  have  they 
Been  anything  so  hot  as  the  attack  upon  the  forts.  Yet 
the  whole  eight  days  of  attack  npon  them  have  produced 
but  100  wounded  and  3(1  killed,  while  the  effect  npon 
the  walls  has  been  almost  imperceptible.  It  could 
scarcely  be  otherwise,  considering  the  distance  of  the 
Prussian  batteries  on  that  side.  They  are  established 
at  Eaincy,  Gagny,  and  Noisy-le- Grand.  The  batteries 
at  Baincy,  the  most  powerful  of  any,  are  4,100  :iietres 
from  the  fort  of  Rosny,  5,300  from  that  of  Noisy,  6.000 
from  that  of  Nogent.  The  other  batteries  are  still  more 
distant.  At  these  ranges  the  most  powerful  projectiles 
hare  but  a  feeble  effect  on  the  works ;  and  there  is  such 
a  lapse  of  time  between  the  flash  of  the  gun  and  the 
arrival  of  its  missile,  that  meu  have  plenty  of  time  to 
get  nndcr  cover.     On  the  whole,  the  cannonade — much 
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mooted  aiid  long  expected — has  hitherto  turned  out  a 
failure.  The  noise  is  tremendous,  and  the  expenditure 
must  be  enormous,  but  the  results  are  as  good  an  illus- 
tration as  one  could  find  of  the  old  story  of  the  mountain 
and  the  mouse.  M.  Bismarck,  in  one  of  his  circulars, 
talks  of  the  waste  of  munitions  of  the  forts  of  Paris  in 
their  continual  firing.  People  here  could  not  understand 
it,  and  would  not  believe  it.  They  may  understand  it  and 
believe  it  now,  seeing  how  comparatively  ineffective  has 
been  the  prodigious  cannonade  opened  on  the  south  of 
Paris — ineffective,  I  mean,  of  course,  upon  the  forts,  for 
Paris  itself  has  not  yet  been  seriously  bombarded.  Per- 
haps fifty  shells  have  burst  upon  the  left  bank  of  the 
Seine,  some  breaking  as  far  as  the  garden  of  the  Luxem- 
burg. But  probably  a  number  of  these  were  mere  trial 
shots,  others  may  have  been  the  result  of  mistake,  and  a 
very  few  may  have  been  sent  by  way  of  warning.  Paris 
is  warned,  but  still  Paris  will  not  give  in,  and  its  only 
fear  is  that  General  Trochu — since  he  can  do  so  little — 

* 

may  contemplate  a  surrender.  The  General  has  to  pro- 
claim, as  he  does  to-night  on  all  the  walls,  that  the 
people  must  not  be  misled  by  the  demagogues  who 
denounce  him  as  a  traitor,  for  he  will  not  capitulate. 
**  The  Governor  of  Paris  will  not  capitulate  :**  these  aro 
his  words.  But  the  Parisian,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
suspicious  creatures  in  the  world,  asks — "  Why  does  ho 
say  that  the  Governor  will  not  capitulate  ?  Why  not 
say  that  Paris  will  not  capitulate  ?  Does  he  mean  that 
he  personally  will  not  sign  a  surrender,  but  will  leave 
that  duty  to  others  ?  "  Of  course  this  is  hypercriticism, 
but  it  shows  the  anxiety  of  the  people  to  resist  to  the 
uttermost.  They  will  resist  far  longer  than  any  one 
could  have  supposed.  When  I  last  wrote  to  you  on  this 
subject,  I  stated  that  Paris  could  hold  out  certainly  to 
0  1st  of  February,  and  probably  for  a  longer  period. 
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lat  I  think  I  may  now  say  with  tolerable  oertaiuty  that 
Paris  is  good  for  the  1st  of  March.  It  ia  bcyoDcL  alt  ex- 
pcctation,  and  I  confess  I  am  Burpriacd — bat  it  is  no 
more  tlian  members  of  the  Gorernuient  have  again  and 
again  predicted  in  my  hearing  for  many  weeks  past.  I 
acknowledge  to  Lave  had  my  doubts.  I  thought  they 
were  too  snngaine,  and  I  have  been  anxious  to  under- 
state the  truth.  But  now,  what  do  I  find  ?  It  ia  the 
Gth  of  January — that  is,  exactly  a  fortnight  from  the 
farthest  day,  the  2(jth  of  January,  to  which  the  croakers 
assert,  with  a  dogmatism  which  shuts  ap  all  discniision, 
that  the  endurance  of  Paris  can  extend.  I  go  to  men 
who  ought  to  be  the  best  informed  in  Paris.  I  cannot 
mention  names — but  they  ought  to  know.  I  say  to 
them,  "  How  long  ?  I  am  told  that  the  '20th  of  Januaiy 
is  your  last  day :  you  must  suerender.  Tell  me  truly." 
The  reply  i.s,  "I  tell  you  truly,  wo  can  stand  out  till 
Jlarch," — "And  there  is  no  chance  of  a  capltnlation  in 
the  present  month  ?" — "Not  the  least  in  the  world  from 
famine.  We  arc  badly  off,  but  we  can  endure.  Who  is 
it  that  gives  you  the  20tli  of  Jauuary  as  the  last  day  P  " — 
"  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  but  I  do  not  mind  telling  you  this — 
that  those  who  put  yonr  last  day  at  the  *20th  of  January 
declare  that  if  you  can  hold  out  till  March,  the  Prusaiana 
will  bo  Imocked  np  aa  high  as  a.  kite."  He  replied,  "  It 
is  perfectly  certain  that  we  can  hold  out  till  March.  I 
have  always  told  yon  so.  We  can  go  well  into  March. 
But  say  the  1st  of  March ;  it  ia  enongh."  The  news 
Eeems  almost  too  good  to  l>e  true ;  but  I  will  state  to 
you  privately  my  authority,  and  you  can  judge  for  your- 
self as  to  its  credibility. 
Is  conclusion,  let  me  mention  that  the  thaw  baa  com- 
menced. To-day  has  been  a  lovely  winter's  day— almost 
warm.  The  poor  wounded  soldiers  hobble  out  on 
crntcheB  from  the  ambulances  to  take  a  breath  of  fresh 
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air,  and,  watching  the  play  of  the  shells  bursting  upon 
Paris  and  upon  the  forts,  I  was  able  to  sit  for  an  hour 
upon  a  bench,  oblivious  of  the  season,  which  has  been 
deadly  cold. 

Jan.  8. — A  pigeon  has  come  into  Paris  to-night  with  a 
number  of  despatches.  These  despatches  bear  the  mark 
43,  and  as  those  which  last  reached  us  bore  the  number 
36,  it  is  evident  that  six  intermediate  despatches  are 
missing.  We  shall  not  know  the  news  till  to-morrow, 
but  I  am  told  it  is  excellent. 

The  bombardment  still  goes  on,  but  with  an  effect — moral 
and  physical — so  small  that  any  description  of  it  would 
sound  almost  like  bravado.  That  there  have  been  deaths, 
and  that  there  has  been  destruction,  it  is  impossible  to 
deny  :  and  death  and  destruction  are  always  terrible  to 
witness.  But  for  the  object  which  the  Prussians  have 
in  view,  the  prodigious  cannonade  with  which  Paris  has 
been  visited  might  as  well  have  been  a  salvo  of  cham- 
pagne bottles.  The  only  practical  result  of  the  bom- 
bardment which  I  can  find  is  one  jest  the  more  for  the 
little  boys  of  Paris.  When  they  see  a  man  or  a  woman 
particularly  well  dressed — say  a  man  glorious  in  furs, 
that  argue  an  extraordinary  care  of  his  person,  they  cry 
out,  "Flat,  flat  I  a  shell — a  shell — a  plat  venire  !  Down 
on  your  faces."  The  man,  gorgeous  in  fur,  falls  flat  on 
the  ground — perhaps  in  the  gutter — and  the  Parisian 
urchin  rejoices  with  exceeding  great  joy.  The  effect  of 
the  fire  even  on  the  fort  of  Vanves,  whicli  has  had  to 
bear  the  chief  assault,  has  been  insignificant  as  yet.  In 
Paris,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Seine,  we  can  di:aw  a 
line  like  that  which  we  see  in  maps  of  physical  geo- 
graphy, where  we  are  told  that  here  is  the  line  which 
limits  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  here  the  line 
beyond  which  is  not  heard  the  song  of  the  nightingale. 
It  is  the  extreme  line  to  which  the  Prussian  shells  have 
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carried.  Thev  have  burst  npon  the  gurdena  of  the 
Imsetnbni^,  upon  the  Invalides,  upon  the  Observatory, 
upon  the  boulevard  and  street  which  take  their  name 
from  the  hottest  of  all  hot  places — the  Bonlevnrd  d'Eafer. 
But  most  of  all  they  seem  to  converge  upon  the  Pantheon, 
for  it  appewH  that  the  PmsEJans  have  an  idea  that  here 
18  a  powder  magazine.  There  is  not  a  grain  of  powder 
in  the  Pantheon — only  hundreds  of  women  and  scores 
of  men  prayinfr  to  Sainto-Genevieve  to  save  Paris — 
though  the  biessed  virgin  of  Nauterre  seems  to  hear 
them  not.  This  quarter  of  the  town  begins  to  be 
deserted,  for  it  ia  dangerous.  A  cantiniere  is  in  her  bed, 
sonnd  asleep,  and  dreaming  doubtless  of  her  gallant 
regiment ;  a  shell  kills  her  iu  her  sleep.  A  dozen  people 
are  drinking  in  a  cabaret ;  a  shell  comes  to  scatter  them. 
A  mother  is  sitting  at  table  with  her  two  daughters ;  a 
shell  smashes  into  the  room,  but  does  them  no  harm. 
In  a  house  hard  by  it  bursts  on  two  babies  in  their 
cradles;  themotherrushes  in  terror-stricken,  and  swoons 
with  joy  to  find  that  her  babes  are  unhurt.  In  one  of 
the  houses  some  soldiers  are  cooking  their  dinner;  & 
shell  comes  tumbling  into  tlie  pot,  and  the  dinner  is  dis- 
sipated, hnt  the  soldiers  are  untouched.  In  another 
house  a  celebrated  painter  is  working  at  his  easel ;  a 
shell  plunges  into  his  studio,  destroys  his  pictures,  but 
does  him  no  Imdiiy  harm.  A  cab  jogs  along  the  streets 
in  the  laay  fashion  peculiar  to  French  cabs.  Il  contains 
two  ladies,  and  if  the  coachman  had  been  a  little  more 
active,  it  need  not  now  be  recorded  that  one  was  killed 
and  the  other  only  frightened.  Frightened !  People 
may  well  be  frightened  at  such  personal  experiences; 
hnt  Paris,  nevertheless,  is  comparatively  indifferent,  and 
the  psychological  moment  is  not  come,  nor  is  it  at  hand. 
80  much  life  has  been  destroyed  that  a  few  lives  more 
or  less  can  make  no  great  difference ;    and    so  much 
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property — valuable  property — has  suffered  destruction 
around  Paris  that  more  waste  and  destruction  can  pro- 
duce little  effect.  We  have  become  seasoned  to  suffer- 
ing— hardened;  and,  like  the  dyer*s  hand,  subdued  to 
what  it  works  in. 

Jan,  10. — At  last  the  news  has  come,  and  it  turns  out  to 
be  good.  The  despatch  bears  date  the  4th  January,  and 
brings  news  of  the  victory  of  Faidherbe  at  Bapaume,  on 
the  3rd.  No  need  to  say  that  Paris  rejoices  in  the  good 
news ;  but  at  the  same  time,  perhaps,  never  before  has 
Paris  been  seen  to  take  good  news  so  quietly.  Paris  is 
not  elated.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  news  much  less 
encouraging  would  have  sent  the  capital  raving  mad,  and 
would  have  rendered  every  Frenchman  perfectly  unbear- 
able. But  now  much  suffering  and  many  changes  of  for- 
tune have  rendered  the  Parisian  comparatively  quiet,  and 
if  not  indifferent,  yet  undemonstrative.  I  told  you  how, 
in  the  last  days  of  December,  the  German  generals  sent 
into  Paris  a  very  clumsy  intimation  of  the  defeat  of  a 
portion  of  Faidherbe*s  army,  which  they  announced  as  a 
defeat  of  the  whole.  I  see  it  stated  in  the  German  papers 
that  Paris  was  in  consequence  very  much  depressed. 
But  nothing  can  be  farther  from  the  truth.  The  wish 
of  the  German  reporters  was  father  to  the  thought. 
Paris  took  the  bad  news  very  gently,  and  was  mightily 
amused  at  the  clumsy  eagerness  of  the  German  generals 
to  make  it  known.  And  now,  when  good  news  comes, 
there  is  a  similar  want  of  excitement.  Partly  this  want 
of  excitement  is  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
Frenchman  never  loses  faith  in  France.  He  is  perfectly 
certain  that  Prance  cannot  be  conquered.  When  vic- 
tory will  come  to  his  country  he  is  not  now  so  sure  as 
was;  but  that  victory  is  certain  he  never  for  a 
3nt  doubts.  When,  therefore,  he  hears  of  Faid- 
S  success  in  the  north,  and  of  other  successes  in 


fhe  sooth  and  tbe  west,  Ke  is  not  much  excited,  becanae  it 
may  be  that  victory  is  not  so  near  at  hand  as  he  need  to 
sappoBe.  He  has  been  many  times  disappointed  ;  bnt 
that  victory  is  coming  is  to  him  aa  certain  as  that  to- 
morrow  the  sun  will  rise,  and  he  begins  to  think  that 
perhaps  he  need  not  be  more  «xcited  about  victory  than 
be  wonld  be  aboat  the  rising  of  the  sun. 

Bat  the  Parisian  is  an  inquisitive,  cnrions  animal,  and  he 
puzzles  over  the  dat«  of  the  fight  with  Faidfaerbe.  The 
battle  of  Bapaume  was  fought  on  the  3rd  of  January, 
and  the  bombardment  of  Paris  commenced  on  the  5th. 
The  Parisian  puts  these  two  dates  together,  and  finJs 
in  the  one  a  cause  of  the  other.  It  is  impossible  for  us 
to  say  here  whether  or  not  he  is  mistaken — but  cer- 
tainly the  bombardment  of  Paris  at  this  time  of  day 
looks  very  like  precipitation.  If  the  German  leaders 
abstained  so  long  from  bombarding  the  city,  why 
can  they  not  abstain  to  the  end  ?  What  possible 
result  beyond  wanton  destruction  can  the  bom- 
bardment now  produce?  Every  man  who  has  been 
killed  by  a  shell  must  have  cost  the  Prussians  mora 
than  his  weight  in  gold— considering  the  number  of 
shells  they  have  tired — and  it  is  not  worth  their  while 
to  carry  on  such  a  game.  For  moral  effect  it  is  noaght. 
Pnnch  goes  hia  round  in  the  threatened  streets  the  same 
as  ever,  and  the  little  children  gather  I'oand  him  to  see 
his  enormities,  and  to  laugh  »t  his  unearthly  voice.  Is 
Punch  changed  ?  Yes,  I  am  afraid  he  is  in  one  respect 
changed.  Toby  is  no  more  ;  Toby  has  been  eaten.  In 
some  establishments  Panch  has  a  cat  instead  of  a  dog  ; 
and,  sad  to  tell,  the  cat  also  has  disappeared.  The  cat 
has  either  been  promoted  to  rabbit,  and  has  been  con- 
sumed in  a  savoury  stew  ;  or  it  has  soared  into  the  alli- 
tudes  of  fowl,  and  has  been  presented  to  mankind  as 
gnlontine  de  volaille.  Pnnch,  wanting  his  dog  and  his 
cat,  is  certainly  changed,  but  he  is  not  changed  through 
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fear  of  shot  and  shell.  Give  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
Puncli  in  Fleet  Street,  and  tell  him  that  his  namesake 
in  Paris  has  had  the  misfortune  to  hare  lost  his  dog 
Toby — in  plain  English,  he  has  eaten  him  ;  but  he  goes 
about  unmindful  of  the  Prussian  shells  with  a  courage 
which  is  worthy  of  the  family.  If  Mr.  Shirley  Brooks 
or  Mr.  Tenniel,  to  whom  all  Englishmen  in  Paris  send 
greeting,  wish  to  give  a  true  picture  of  our  besieged 
city,  let  them  depict  Monsieur  Punch,  in  the  rig  of  a 
Frenchman,  going  the  round  of  the  streets  and  exhibit- 
ing the  exploits  of  the  most  famous  of  men,  regardless 
of  bomb  and  shell. 

There  is  another  point  of  view,  however,  from  which  the 
news  is  interesting  to  many  Parisians,  and  I  dare  say 
that,  though  you  are  not  Catholics,  you  can  to  a  large 
extent  sympathize  with  a  genuine  religious  feeling.  Faid- 
herbe's  victory  was  won  on  the  3rd  of  January.  JjTow 
that  is  the  feast  day  of  Sainte-Genevieve  of  Paris — the 
day  when  her  neuvaines,  or  nine  days'  worship,  com- 
menced. I  am  no  Catholic,  but  I  confess  to  be  intensely 
interested  in  every  form  of  religious  belief;  and  I  go 
nearly  every  day  just  now  to  the  Church  of  St.  Etienne 
du  Mont,  behind  the  Pan tl) eon,  to  see  the  people  kneel- 
ing at  the  shrine  of  Genevieve,  and  praying  for  Pari^. 
It  is  a  wonderful  sight — with,  however,  a  great  draw- 
back. The  church  is  suiTounded  with  beggars.  Such 
a  crowd  of  beggars  I  will  be  bound  you  never  saw  in 
your  life.  It  is  very  difficult  to  know  what  to  do  with 
them,  and  very  painful  too ;  for  it  is  assumed  by  the 
crowd  tliat  if  you  have  alms  for  a  few,  you  have  alms 
for  all,  and  the  more  you  give,  the  more  you  are  ex- 
pected to  give.  It  is  a  dreadful  persecution  that  tears 
one  to  pieces,  for  the  sufieriiig  among  the  poor  creatures 
is  palpable.  You  go  into  the  church,  and  you  see 
lighted  witli  candles  the  shrine  of  the  virgin  Genevieve, 
who  has  usurped  the  Church  of  St.  Stephen  of  the 
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Moaat.  What  an  illnmination  it  is !  and  the  poor 
devotees  come  with  their  prayers  and  their  oSeriugs  to 
the  shrine  of  the  rirgin  who  protects  Paris  and  all  the 
Tillages  around.  The  villages  aronnd  are  eager  to  in- 
scribe their  names  on  banners  around  her  altar.  The 
worahippers  bend  low  and  cha,nt  the  litanies.  "What  is 
very  enrioua  about  these  prayers  ia  this,  that  they  began 
on  the  day  of  Paidherbe'a  victory,  the  3rd  of  JanuBry. 
The  sceptics  scoffed  when  the  nine  days'  prayer  com- 
nienced,  because  two  days  afterwards  came  the  bombard- 
ment; now  the  religious  have  their  trinnipb.  They 
sny,  "  Behold !  while  we  piuyed,  Faidherbe  had  his 
triumph  in  the  North." 
Only  one  thing  more  of  importance,  viz.,  that  the  death- 
rate  in  Paris  ia  on  the  increase.  I  give  you  the  list. 
Wliat  is  to  he  added  for  the  hospitals  and  ambulances  I 
do  not  know,  bnt  at  random  suspect  that  a  fifth  should 
bp  added. 

IVeek  Wo*k  Week 

from  18th  to  from  2oth  to  frtira  Ist  to 

2  !th  Dec.  3lBt  Deo.  6th  Jan. 

fc  Small-pox 388         ...         454         ...         329 

|,Sc»rlet  fever 11         ...  5         ...  13 

I ITeasIes 19         ...  19         ...  31 

iTyphoidfever  221  ...         250         ...         25] 

CErysipebis 14         ...  10         ...  9 

rBwrnchitis 1?2         ...         258         ...         343 

■   Pneumonia    147         ...         201         ...         2t)2 

Diarrheoa  73         ...  98         ...         151 

DjTBcntMy 30         ...  55         ...  52 

Cholera 3        ...  0        ...  3 

Diphtheria B         ...  13         ...  19 

Croup    11        ...  IG        ...  20 

Puerperal  affections         0         ...  8         ...  11 

I  Other  causes 1627        ...      1897        ...      2186 
Total  of  deaths 2728  3280  3C80 
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Jan>  11.— The  pigeon  which  arrived  on  Sunday  brought 
in  an  immense  mass  of  matter,  which  requires  answer, 
and  it  has  taken  nearly  two  days  to  decipher  all  its 
messages.  It  brought  in  despatches  for  the  Govern- 
ment, which,  when  printed,  filled  three  or  four  columns 
of  the  newspapers ;  and,  in  addition,  it  has  been  the 
bearer  of  no  less  than  15,000  messages  for  private  indi- 
viduals. All  this  vast  array  of  news  has  been  reduced 
to  microscopic  size,  and  conveyed  in  a  very  small  quill 
delicately  attached  to  one  of  the  bird's  feathers.  If 
the  Parisians  were  capable  of  worshipping  anything, 
they  would  henceforth  worship  the  pigeon,  and  vow 
that  never  more  should  a  dove  be  eaten  in  France,  un- 
less in  imitation  of  those  unholy  nations  who  eat  their 
gods.  Certainly  never  has  a  pigeon  entered  into  a  town 
bringing  glad  tidings  to  more  people  than  the  one  which 
arrived  on  Sunday.  If  Paris  needed  to  be  comforted,  in 
consequence  of  the  psychological  effects  of  the  bombard- 
ment, the  bird  of  good  omen  brought  news  which  would 
far  more  than  compensate  for  any  depression  produced 
by  the  Prussian  shells. 

The  shelling  of  the  forts  is  a  very  farce.  An  officer  of  the 
Francs-tireurs,  who  appears  to  have  had  nothing  else  to 
do,  took  the  trouble  to  count  the  shells  at  Coumeuve  on 
Sunday  last.  He  counted  2,081.  The  result  was  not  a 
man  killed  and  not  a  man  wounded.  There  is  a  tradition 
in  the  British  army  that,  in  the  old  days  of  Brown  Bess, 
to  kill  one  man  took  a  man's  weight  in  lead  expended  in 
shot.  Weigh  these  2,081  shells,  and  think  of  the  waste 
of  strength  ending  in  no  result  whatever.  It  is  not, 
indeed,  to  be  supposed  that  the  result  is  nothing  on  all 
sides.  The  shells  falling  on  the  south  side  of  Paris  have 
produced  a  number  of  wounds,  and  not  a  few  deaths. 
Six  children,  the  night  before  last,  were  killed  in  their 
Htle  beds.  And  the  wounded  in  the  Hospital  of  Val  do 
Ice,  and  in  other  hospitals,  have  suffered  a  good  deal. 


E^] 


BITTER  FEELJNQ  IN  PARIS. 


235 


Bnl  what  ia  the  real  effect  of  sach  wanton  deetraction  ? 
Does  it  mcike  Paris  more  accessible  to  the  eocmy  P  Does 
it  make  the  popnlation  quail?  It  woald  be  impossible 
for  any  people  in  the  world  to  take  the  bombardment  of 
their  chief  city  more  coolly.  They  look  on  as  at  a  spec- 
tacle provided  for  their  entertainment,  and  they  pick  np 
the  exploded  shells  to  stow  them  aivay  in  their  cabinets 
of  cnriositiea.  I  went  again  yesterday  to  the  Church  of 
St.  Etienne  dn  Mont — that  is,  by  rights,  the  Church  of 
Sainte- Genevieve  of  Pari.H,  which  is  full  of  devotees 
praying  to  the  patron  saint  of  Paris  for  salvation.  The 
prayers  began  on  the  3rd  of  the  present  month,  and  will 
continue  till  the  12th.  There  was  a  grand  illumination 
of  candles ;  ^e  worshippers  were  on  tlicir  knees  in 
earnest  supplication — "  Holy  Sainte- Genevieve,  pray  for 
na!"  Suddenly  a  shell  burst  npon  the  church  with  a 
tremendous  detonation,  I  could  not  help  giving  a  start ; 
but  the  worshippers  seemed  to  be  unmoved,  and  the 
chanting  of  the  litany  to  the  Lady  Genevieve,  who  had 
saved  Paris  in  days  of  yore  from  the  hosts  of  Attila,  went 
on  with  imperturbable  smoothness.  The  only  strong 
feeling  which  the  bombardment  excites  is  indication. 
What  possible  good  can  it  do  ?  If  the  King  of  Prussia 
and  his  Ministers  imagine  that  the  deaths  of  a  few  women 
in  the  streets  and  children  in  their  beds  will  make  the 
Parisians  shake  in  their  shoes,  they  have  made  a  super- 
lative mistake.  They  only  embitter  the  war  which  has 
been  made  bitter  enough  already  by  the  hi^h-handed 
exactions  of  the  conqueror.  Certainly  the  King  who 
affects  to  represent  the  most  enlightened,  the  most  highly- 

I  educated  people  in  the  world,  assumes  a  tremendous 
responsibility  in  the  face  of  civilization  and  before  the 
tribunal  of  history,  when  he  ventures  on  such  a  purpose- 
less bombardment.  I  am  not  exaggerating  when  I  say 
that  it  is  the  most  violent,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
VOL.   II,  I) 
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stupid  and  nnjnstifiable,  bombardment  ever  yet  attempted. 
I  am  willing  to  allow  of  any  excuse  for  it  that  will  show 
the  slightest  good  which  it  can  do  to  the  German  side. 
We  are  told  that  all  war  is  wanton  waste ;  but  there 
never,  probably,  was  such  wanton  waste  as  the  bombard- 
ment which  is  now  proceeding  with  all  the  fury  of  hell 
let  loose.  It  is  such  a  waste  of  ammunition  that  people 
here  argue  that  the  Germans  are  preparing  to  leave 
Paris,  and  have  collected  such  stores  of  shot  and  shell, 
which  can  never  be  carried  back  to  Germany,  that  they 
think  it  best  to  try  the  chances  of  dropping  some  of  them 
upon  the  detestable  city  which  they  uncharitably  call 
Gomorrah,  as  a  souvenir  of  their  affection.  And  it  is 
such  a  wanton  destruction  of  the  most  precious  monu- 
ments of  Paris — ^not  to  speak  of  human  lives — that 
M.  Jules  Favre  has  deemed  it  right  to  address  a  protest 
to  all  the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  French  Gt)vermnent 
abroad,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  written  with  all  his 
eloquence.  But  it  needs  no  eloquence  beyond  that  of 
facts  to  prove  to  every  Court  in  Europe  the  barbarity  of 
such  a  bombardment  as  we  are  now  undergoing.  The 
Prussian  shells  are  falling  in  the  gardens  of  the  Cluny 
Museum.  It  may  be  that  hereafter  these  shells  may 
figure  on  the  tables  of  the  Museum  for  centuries  as  a 
witness  to  the  vanity  of  human  wishes,  as  well  as  to  the 
barbarity  of  the  present  bombardment. 

No  courier  from  London  to-day.  The  American  Minister 
generally  receives  his  bag  of  letters  every  Tuesday 
morning.  He  is  allowed  to  send  a  parlementaire  to  the 
bridge  at  Sevres  with  his  despatches  for  London,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  receives  his  letters  from  abroad.  But 
io-da,j  Mr.  Washbume  was  informed  that,  "  for  military 
reasons,"  the  usual  messenger  with  the  white  flag  could 
not  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  bridge  at  Sevres ;  and  so  bo 
haa  neither  received  any  letters  nor  sent  any  out.    What 
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the  nulitaiy  reasooB  are  which  forbid  the  passage  of  a 
courier  between  the  tinea,  I  cannot  pretend  to  goess, 
bat  the  stoppage  of  the  conrier  is  a  grief  to  not  a  few 
of  nB ;  because,  altbongh  the  American  Minister  is 
atrictly  faitliftil  to  an  engagement  which  he  made  with 
Count  Bismarck  not  to  publish  the  news  which  he  re- 
ceives tram  London,  he  sometimes  feels  himself  at 
liberty  to  give  his  English  and  American  friends  private 
news  of  their  families  ontside.  There  were  advices  for 
some  of  US  in  the  advertisements  of  the  Timet.  The 
hitest  English  paper  which  bas  reached  here  is  dated 
the  23rd  of  December.  Bnt  we  have  Oennan  papers  to 
the  3rd  and  4th  of  January.  I  think  I  told  yon  in  a 
previons  letter  how  they  are  obtained.  Whenever  news 
is  wanted,  the  order  ia  ^ven  to  go  ont  and  bag  a 
few  prisonera.  A  band  go  forth  —  a  tidy  hunting 
party — who  bag  from  ten  to  twenty  prisoners;  and  ao 

I  told  yon  the  other  day  that  a  bottle  came  down  the 
Seine  bringing  us  the  unimportant  intelligence  that 
a  certain  farmer's  black  sow  bad  farrowed  fi^^en. 
Another  bottle  has  come  down  the  Mame  announcing 
the  death  of  Prince  Frederick  Charles;  but  I  doubt  if 
anybody  believes  the  atory. 

Jan.  15- — The  spy  fever  ha*  begun  to  rage  agcun  with  a 
very  vigorous  flame.  Partly  tbia  is  due  to  real  dis- 
coveries, but  partly  also  to  the  natural  anxieties  of  a 
people  who  are  coming  to  the  end  of  their  reaourcea ;  who 
find  that  they  can  do  nothing  but  wcut ;  and  who  are 
troubled — overtroubled — lest  the  defence  of  Paris  should 
be  endangered  by  the  slightest  neglect.  As  in  eating 
their  black  bread  just  now  the  Parisians  carefnlly  gather 
np  the  crumbs  so  that  not  a  fragment  may  be  lost ;  aa 
the  entrails  of  fowls  have  become  a  precious  commo- 
dity in  the  marketa  ;  as  the  bones  of  horses  arc  boiled 
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down  for  Bonp  and  for  a  gelatinous  dainty  wliieh  is 
called  osseins ;  and  as  a  nnmber  of  journals  here,  with 
the  most  awful  gravity,  refuse  to  state  where  the  shells 

'  of  the  Prussians  have  fallen  on  their  city,  but  tell  mys- 
teriously of  the  disasters  which  have  happened  to  houses 

in  Street  M         and  Street  N ;  so,  more  than  ever, 

the  people  are  on  their  guard  against  treason,  and  are 
disposed  to  find  a  spy  in  every  lounger.  Add  to  this, 
that  they  are  every  day  more  and  more  impressed  with 
ih&  ingenuity  of  their  German  foe ;  the  skill  of  all  his 
arrangements ;  the  fertility  and  novelty  of  his  resources. 
The  French  hate  ihQ  Germans  with  a  terrible  hatred ; 
they  are  exasperated  beyond  measure  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  Germans  have  conducted  the  war  in  France  ; 
but  being  themselves  an  ingenious  people,  they  are 
mightily  struck  with  the  ingenuities  of  the  enemy. 
Thus,  there  is  a  Prussian  battery  at  Breteuil,  which 
for  a  time  received  the  fire  of  Mont  Valerien  without 
any  apparent  effect,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
gunners  in  the  fort.  They  were  extremely  puzzled,  and 
sought  the  point  of  attack  with  double  care.  Then 
they  discovered  the  cause  of  their  failure.  It  seems 
that  the  Prussians  flashed  powder  at  some  distance  from 
the  embrasures  of  their  battery,  and  thus  contrived  to 
misdirect  for  some  time  the  heavy  fire  of  Mont  Valerien. 
Then  there  is  another  contrivance  of  the  Prussians  which 
has  taken  the  fancy  of  the  French.  It  is  that  their 
sentinels  wear  white  cloaks  when  they  stand  against 
walls,  green  ones  when  they  appear  in  the  fields,  brown 
ones  for  the  woods,  and  grey  ones  for  the  mist.  "  Tiens, 
tiens!"  says  the  Parisian,  with  an  appearance  of  disdain, 
in  which  there  is  an  undertone  of  admiration ;  *'  their 
tricks  are  without  number." — "But,"  says  another,  "I 
will  tell  you  one  of  their  tricks  which  deserves  praise, 
and  from  which  we  might  learn  a  lesson.     They  go 
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aboBt  their  work  veiy  quietly  ;  we  make  too  mnch  noise 
with  OUT  clarions  aad  drams — we  warn  the  enemy  of  our 
movemeats  a  mile  off.  Hotv  much  better  is  their  low 
whistle  !  Their  people  hear  it  well  enough,  and  we  do 
not  hear  it  at  all." — "  But,  talking  of  whistles,"  the  con- 
Tereation  goes  on,  "  have  jron  heard  of  that  other  dodge  ? 
The  other  night  they  managed  a  reconnaissance  in  the 
woods  of  Clamart  by  means  of  hootings  like  bo  many 
owls.  Onr  fellows  heard  the  hooting,  and  conld  not 
make  out  what  it  was  at  first.  They  have  got  a  little 
instrainent  to  hoot  with."  Then  says  another,  "Quite 
as  good  as  the  owl  is  the  dog  trick.  The  outposts  at 
Ci«t«il  have  a  dog  who  watches  for  them,  and  barks 
when  any  one  approaches."  Hear  one  more  story  of 
a  window.  "  Our  people  saw  a  man's  head  there, 
evidently  the  man  on  guard.  It  wae  daring  too  much, 
and  they  peppered  him  with  their  Chasaepfits.  But 
eveiy  time  a  shot  took  effect,  and  we  began  to  crow 
for  triumph,  back  came  another  sentinel,  showing  him- 
self at  the  window,  as  braro  as  ever.  We  killed  him  off; 
he  was  replaced  by  a  third.  Him  also  we  killed ;  and  a 
fourth,  and  a  fifth,  and  a  sixth.  I  assure  you  we  ad- 
mired the  plnck  of  these  fellows  coming  to  the  window 
like  that,  one  aft«r  another,  to  be  shot.  At  last  we  found 
that  it  was  only  a  lay  figure.     Rather  clever,  wasn't  it  f  " 

Cleverest  of  all,  however,  is  the  spy  system,  which  haa 
been  conducted  with  as  ranch  boldness  as  ability.  The 
Prussians  have  a  knowledge  of  the  French  language, 
which  enables  them  to  carry  out  their  espionage  with  an 
ease  which  is  utterly  beyond  the  possibilities  of  a  French- 
man, who  rarely  knows  any  language  but  his  own.  A 
Prussian  officer  has  been  known  to  come  into  Paris  and 
dine  like  any  Frenchman  in  the  Caie  Riche.  In  the 
earlier  weeks  of  the  siege  the  Frenchwomen  of  gay  life 
paid  many  and  many  a  visit  to  the  Prussian  lines.  Then 
many  spies  got  to  and  fro  between  the  lines  on  pretence 
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of  gathering  vegetables  in  the  fields  around.   'Some  poor 
people  drove  a  thriving  business  by  carrying  out  news- 
papers, for  which  thej  were  often  paid  in  gold.     The 
Prussians  were  in  this  way  kept  well  informed  of  all  that 
was  being  done  in  Paris,  and  there  are  cases  in  which 
the  officer  on  guard  at  an  advanced  post  knew  the  watch- 
word of  the  French  linos  when  it  had  been  unknown 
to  a  French  soldier,  or  forgotten  by  him.     Somehow  or 
the  other  they  knew  perfectly  well  when  the  two  great 
sorties,  one  upon  Ohampigny,  the  other  upon  Bourget, 
were  intended.     The  Prussian  spies  have  been  found 
with  the  pass  of  General  Trochu  all  regtilarly  filled  up. 
The  other  day,  at  Asnieres,  the  Mobiles  got  suddenly  into 
a  forsaken  cottage,  where  they  found  four  O'ermans  in 
the  act  of  changing  their  costume — two  were  being 
attired  as  peasants  in  blue  blouses,  a  third  as  a  Mobile, 
and  the  fourth  as  an  honest  Alsatian  coming  to  Paris  io 
seek  his  fortune.     So,  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Mame,  a  whole  family  was  seized.     There  was  a 
little  villa  near  Nogent,  occupied  by  a  middle-aged  gen- 
tleman of  distinguished  manners.     His  house  continued 
to  be  occupied  when  those  around  were  abandoned.     It 
was  watched.     Suspicion  had  been  excited,  the  more  aa 
the  owner  had  a  German  name.     One  night  a  light  was 
seen  moving  ait  one  of  the  windows — ^now  in  one  direc- 
tion, now  in  another,  now  suddenly  concealed,  then  again 
exposed,  then  describing  a  curve,  then  stationary.  Similar 
signs,  as  if  in  response,  were  observed  from  the  other  aide 
of  the  Mame.    There  seemed  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  a 
system  of  telegraphy.     The  occupants  of  the  house  were 
-   arrested  vid  carried  o£P  to  Yincennes.     But  the  most 
curious  discovery  of  all  appears  to  have  been  that  of 
Sergeant  HofP.    He  went  out  almost  every  night  in 
October  and  November,  declared  that  he  had  shot  a 
Prussian — sometimes  two  or  three — and  brought  back 
their  helmets  as  trophies.    He  became  a  mighty  hero 
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in  Paris.  We  used  every  d&y  to  bear  of  some  daring 
exploit  achieved  bj  the  marrelloiia  Sergeant  Hoff. 
Sometimes  he  went  forth  in  one  direction,  sometimes 
in  anotlier.  Itnt  alwiiys  he  brought  back  a  trophy, 
and  a  strange  story  of  daring  enterprise.  The 
papers  would  say,  "  This  ia  now  the  thirty-seventh 
Fmssian  killed  by  the  adventurona  Sergeant  Hotf." 
Before  we  had  ceitfied  talking  of  the  dead  we  wonld 
read — "Sergeant  HolT  has  killed  two  more."  Rewards 
■were  showered  upon  him,  and  people  stood  open-mouthed 
to  hear  the  stories  of  the  brave  man.  At  the  battle  of 
Champigny  he  disappeared.  Great  were  the  lamenta- 
tions over  his  disappearance.  Poor  Sergeant  Hoff- — how 
sad  to  think  of  such  a  man  losing  his  life !  It  ia  now 
declared  with  the  ntmost  assurance  that  be  was  a  Prus- 
aian  spy.  It  seems  to  be  proved  that  he  was  a  German, 
and  his  mistress,  a  Frenchwoman,  whom  he  has  left 
behind  him  in  Paris,  has  let  oat  certain  factd  whicli  seem 
to  carry  guilt  home  to  him.  This  is  rather  ongratofnl 
of  her,  as  he  left  with  her  all  tbe  money  which  be  heaped 
together  as  the  resolt  of  his  heroism,  amounting  to  7,000f. 
or  8,000f.  llany  people  take  the  fact  of  his  having 
acquired  snch  funds  as  the  most  decided  proof  of  his 
guilt ;  bat  in  point  of  fact  it  proves  nothing  either  way. 
The  money  might  have  been  given  to  him  as  the  wages 
ofhis  "espionage,"  and  it  might  have  been  obtained  as 
boo^  from  the  men  he  slew  in  fight     I  do  not  know  all 

,  the  facta  J  I  am  loth  to  condemn  an  absent  man;  and 
who  has  not  learned  to  be  very  donbtful  of  the  worth  of 
these  eternal  accusations  of  spying  ?  One  of  the  officers 
nnddr  whom  Hoff  served  says  : — "  It  is  improbable  that 
be  was  a  spy — it  is  impossible — it  is  absurd.  He  never 
went  out  alone ;  be  and  his  men  were  cominanded  by 
me,  or  one  of  my  comrades,  and  be  slew  hia  Prussians 
nnder  oar  eyes."  In  spite  of  this  statement,  his  accusers 
persist  in  their  charge.    Th^  declare  that  Boa's  real 
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name  was  Hentzel,  and  that  his  real  rank  was  that  of 
b'entenant  in  a  Bararian  regiment  of  Chassennu  A 
detachment  of  free-shooters  of  the  Seine  declare  that 
they  could  not  mistake  him,  and  that  they  took  him  a 
few  days  ago  at  Bezons,  recognized  him,  and  shot  him. 
It  is  now  also  remembered  that  he  had  a  peculiar  fashion 
of  going  on  his  expeditions.  He  went  forth  with  com- 
panions, but  he  seldom  returned  with  any — they  were 
nearly  always  shot.  Those  who  returned  alive  from  the 
advanced  positions  asssdled  by  Sergeant  Hoff  declare 
that  he  always  did  his  business  alone.  He  made  them 
hold  a  particular  ground,  while  he  himself  refused  all 
companionship  on  what  seemed  to  be  the  more  perilous 
part  of  his  adventure.  He  went  forward  single-handed; 
after  a  time  a  shot  would  be  heard,  or  shots ;  and  then 
he  brought  back  his  usual  booty — most  conspicuous  of 
all  being  the  helmet.  Now  and  then  he  was  known  to 
fire  shots  under  the  eyes  of  his  companions,  but  always 
without  effect. 

Paris,  then,  is  full  again  of  this  spy  fever,  and  of  stories 
about  spies ;  but  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  say  that  most 
of  the  accusations  which  we  hear  are  utterly  false.  The 
chief  attack  this  week  was  directed  against  General 
Schmitz,  the  chief  of  the  staff,  and  against  some  lady  of 
his  family.  No  names  were  mentioned,  but  all  Paris 
understood  at  whom  the  insinuations  in  the  newspapers 
were  levelled.  General  Trochu  thought  the  scandal  of 
such  importance  as  to  deserve  at  his  hands  an  indignant 
denial. 

The  bombardment  continues.  Sometimes  it  relaxes  in 
fury,  and  then  it  resumes  the  attack  with  all  the  old 
violence — chiefly  in  the  night.  The  people  endure  it 
with  a  fortitude  which  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine  are  now  crowd- 
ing to  the  right  bank,  and  all  are  lending  themselves 
cheerfully  to  help  these  Southerners  out  of  their  diffi- 
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cnltf.  The  charity  of  Fans  is  boundless.  I  bad  no 
idea  till  this  wiuter  what  a  kind-hearted  people  these 
French  are.  We  have  aji  idea  in  England  that  they  are 
frivoloDS  and  heartless,  and  that  their  kindly  manners 
do  not  reach  below  the  snrface.  Ton  shonld  see  their 
eelf-sacrifiee — their  ahnsgiving — ^their  good-heartodness 
— their  bonndlesa  liberality.  The  miaery  of  the  poor  is 
very  great ;  but  it  brings  out  all  the  finer  qnalitios  of 
French  natnre,  showing  hofr  those  who  liavo  nothing 
can  endure  with  lieroiem,  and  how  those  who  have  to 
spare  will  give  what  they  have  most  generously.  What- 
ever be  the  result  of  the  siege — whether  Paris  be  saved 
or  captured — slie  will  come  out  of  the  fiery  furnaoo 
ennobled  and  purified  with  a  sense  of  greatness  which 
even  defeat  cannot  destroy,  and  with  a  poaaession  of 
human  feeling  which  will  assure  to  her,  and  regain  for 
her,  what  under  the  away  of  Napoleon  she  had  nearly 
lost — the  empire  of  the  heart.  It  is,  perhaps,  difficult, 
in  the  moment  when  she  is  downtrodden,  and  the  victo- 
rious enemy  at  her  gates  points  to  her  the  finger  of  scorn, 
and  assumes  to  be  the  scourge  of  God,  to  imagine  such 
victory  growing  out  of  defeat ;  but  it  is  not  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  world  that  the  weak  has  confounded 
the  strong,  and  that  out  of  death  and  decay  have  sprung 
life,  resurrection,  and  victory. 

Of  course,  however,  Paris  hopes  to  be  saved,  and  is  doing 
the  best  sb^can  to  win.  That  best  for  the  moment  consists 
in  making  all  ready  for  a  great  attack,  if  peradventure 
the  armies  of  the  provinces  should  come  to  our  relief, 
and  in  husbanding  our  resources  to  the  last  degree. 
Nobody  in  Paris  doubts  that  salvation  will  come  if  we 
can  only  wait — or  at  least  nobody  doubts  it  who  is  not  a 
foreigner.  The  greatest  efforts  are  accordingly  being  made 
to  economize  the  food,  and  to  apportion  it  so  that  it  may 
last  as  long  as  possible.     Hitherto  we  have  had  nnli- 


234  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE,  [oha». 

mited  quantities  of  bread,  but  now  I  bear  tbat  it  is  to 
be  rationed.  The  bread  is  not  very  agreeable — ^it  is 
black  ;  bat  I  suppose  it  is  wholesome,  and  I  dare  say  it 
will  last  longer  than  the  enemy  imagines.  The  horses, 
too,  are  being  very  carefully  told  out — and  one  hears 
many  sighs  as  the  time  comes  for  killing  a  favourite 
animal.  Most  persons  in  good  position  have  tried  to 
save  their  horses  in  various  ways — some  by  lending  them 
to  the  ambulances,  others  by  registering  them  as  con- 
nected otherwise  with  the  army  or  the  public  service. 
In  this  way  most  of  the  ambulances  have  had  more  than 
three  times  as  many  horses  as  they  actually  required. 
Then  foreigners  set  up  a  claim  to  have  their  horses 
respected.  But  war  is  war,  and  hunger  is  a  terrible 
tyrant.  The  horses  are  being  seized  with  ruthless  hand, 
and  a  decree  has  just  been  launched  that  all  must  be 
given  up  with  the  exception  of  2,000,  which  are  to  be 
reserved  for  the  necessities  of  traction.  These  2,000 
horses  are  distributed  among  the  different  mayoralties  on 
the  calculation  of  one  to  1,000  inhabitants.  K  an  arron- 
dissement  has  100,000  inhabitants,  it  will  be  allowed  100 
horses  at  the  disposal  of  the  mayor,  who  will  let  them 
out  as  he  sees  fit  for  such  service  as  may  be  necessary. 
In  like  manner  the  cows  are  to  be  killed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  3,000,  which  are  reserved  to  supply  milk  for 
children  and  invalids.  The  mortality  among  children 
has  been  very  severe,  and  much  of  it  is  ^d  to  be  due 
to  the  want  of  milk.  The  3,000  cows  are  accordingly 
reserved  for  them,  and  are  apportioned  among  the  dif- 
ferent districts  of  Paris  according  to  population.  You 
will  see  from  this — and  there  is  no  use  in  concealing  it — 
that  we  are  pinched  very  hard,  but  still  the  end  is  not  by 
any  means  so  near  as  the  enemy  imagines.  What  I 
am  most  afraid  of  is  the  end  of  all.  Paris  will  hold 
out  to  the  last  extremity.     She  believes  in  her  armies  of 
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scour ;  and  whatever  may  be  yonr  own  views  on  the. 
jubject,  I  ask  you,  for  the  sake  of  argoment,  to  assume 
that  aucconr  cornea — that  Paris  is  delivered — bnt  after 
a  conaiderable  delay.  It  is  expected  here  most  assuredly 
that  the  armiee  of  the  provinces  will  save  Paris,  but  it 
is  not  expected  that  they  will  save  her  in  a  day.  They 
will  have  to  fight  hard;  deliverance  niay  belong  delayed; 
it  may  make  all  the  difference  in  the  world  whether 
Paris  can  or  cannot  hold  out  one  day  more.  Let  ns 
snppose  that  she  holds  out  that  one  day,  and  still  another 
day,  and  that  then  deliverance  comes.  The  joy  may  be 
great  indeed,  bnt  it  will  not  feed  2,0(10,000  starving 
vretchea.  It  will  take  at  least  a  week,  under  favoarablo 
conditions,  to  get  a  day's  provisions  into  the  town — it 
may  take  a  fortnight ;  and  we  require  2,000  tons  a  day 
of  one  kind  or  another.  How  are  we  to  get  these  2,000 
tons  a  day  ?  Imagine  the  distress,  the  sickness,  the 
mortality,  the  famine,  and  the  famine  fever,  while  the 
provisions  are  delayed.  If  Paris  can  be  saved,  she  will 
regard  soch  sufiering  as  of  small  account;  it  is  worth 
the  price.  If  Paris  cannot  be  saved — if  the  armies  of 
the  provinces  are  to  he  beaten — then  the  best  thing  to 
hope  for  is  that  these  armies  may  be  beaten  quickly. 
To  keep  our  spirits  up  some  of  us  have  taken  to  laughing, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  establiah  in  Paris  a  new  institu- 
tion— that  of  Philanthropopha.gy ;  or,  the  fraternal  maii- 
tication  of  man  by  man.  Savages  have  established  the 
institution  of  cannibalism.  Lict  us  refine  upon  it,  and 
eat  each  other,  not  as  enemies,  but  as  brethren.  Philan- 
thropophagy  is  the  word.  We  are  to  begin  with  the 
Ministers.     It  will  be  for  them  a  species  of  canonisation. 

Le  gDDTemement  proTiBoire 
Poar  le  bien  qa'il  nous  «  EorgS 
M«rite,  KM  ttUier,  Is  gloin 
D'etre  phUaothrapophagiA  I 
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Jan.  16. — The  people  are  leaving  the  lefb  bank  of  the 
Seine  in  great  numbers,  and  those  who  remain  take  care 
to  find  shelter  for  the  night  in  the  safest  nooks.  The 
work  of  removal,  or  what  is  poetically  called  in  Scotland 
flitting,  goes  on  apace.  It  is  calculated  that  about 
400,000  people  have  removed,  or  are  on  the  point  of 
removing,  to  safe  quarters — ^leaving  the  left  bank  to  the 
care  of  firemen,  the  guardians  of  the  peace,  and  a  few 
regiments  of  Guards.  Mr.  Richard  Wallace  has  added 
to  his  renown  in  Paris  by  subscribing  £4,000  for  the 
relief  of  those  who  sufier  from  the  change.  He  has 
already  won  golden  opinions  here  by  his  benefactions, 
not  only  to  his  own  countrymen  who  are  in  distress,  but 
also  to  the  poor  of  Paris.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
English  population  of  Paris  who  have  suffered  from  the 
siege  are  indebted  to  him,  and  to  him  chiefly,  for  their 
means  of  living ;  and  he  has  done  so  much  for  the 
Parisians,  that  they  propose  to  name  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal streets  or  boulevards  after  him.  He  certainly 
makes  most  generous  use  of  the  vast  property  which  he 
has  inherited  from  Lord  Hertford. 

Between  the  30th  of  December  and  the  10th  of  January 
no  American  bag  was  delivered  here  because  of  some 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  usage  of  the  white  flag  of 
parley.  A  Prussian  parlemeniaire  had  on  the  23rd  of 
December  been  fired  at  by  mistake,  whereupon  Connt 
de  Bismarck  announced  to  Mr.  Washbume,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  27th,  but  received  on  the  30th,  that  no  more 
parleying  with  the  white  flag  would  be  permitted  until 
the  ofience  should  be  explained,  and  guarantees  given 
that  it  would  not  be  repeated.  It  takes  time  to  make  in- 
quiries and  to  find  explanations,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  North  obtained  out  of  the  delay  an 
excuse  to  delay  the  transmission  of  the  American  bag, 
which  he  knew  contained  the  invitation  to  M.  Jules  Favre. 
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Ziet  me  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  qnestion  raised  in  the 
excuse  iteelf.  Count  Bismarck  complains  that  his  mes- 
Benger  bearing  the  wbite  flag  was  shot  at — that  several 
8ach  messengcrB  have  been  in  peril.  He  quite  ignores 
the  fact  that  the  French  make  similar  complaints  on 
their  side,  and  can  prove  them.  General  Trochu,  in 
reply  to  Connt  Bismarck,  sent  him  proofs  of  the  peril 
incurred  by  French  officers  bearing  the  white  flag.  Mis- 
takes will  occur;  they  shonld  be  carefnlly  guarded 
against,  and  when  they  occur  they  should  be  punished ; 
hot  they  afford  no  reason  why  the  humane  usage  of  the 
white  flag  should  be  abolished  between  hostile  armies, 
as  Count  Bismarck,  with  a  little  more  irritation  than 
was  necessary,  seems  to  insist.  War  is  a  very  rude 
business,  in  which  with  the  best  intentions  it  is  not 
posdhle  at  all  times  to  do  jastico  to  the  graces  of  life. 
The  French  are  furious  with  the  Germans  for  the  way 
in  which  they  have  conducted  the  present  war.  I  could 
tell  yon  a  hundred  stories,  and  no  doubt  yon  have  heard 
many  complainta.  Some  of  these  complaints  may  be 
jnst,  but  I  know  from  what  I  have  seen  that  a  good 
number  of  them  are  groundless.  Thus  you  will  find  in 
the  German  papers  denunciations  of  the  French  for 
firing  on  the  Geneva  flag,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
French  are  ceaseless  in  their  accusations  of  the  Germans 
for  flring  on  their  ambulances  and  killing  the  attendants 
who  wear  the  red  cross.  In  most  cases,  however,  these 
recriminations  are  needless.  As  for  the  French,  it  is 
true  that  they  are  suspicions  of  the  Geneva  flag,  when 
they  see  it  in  the  German  lines,  for  they  have  found 
their  adversaries  full  of  tricks,  and  one  of  these  is  to 
shelter  their  operations  under  cover  of  the  flag.  Of 
course  the  chiefs  of  the  army  would  not  sanction  such 
a  use  of  it ;  but  on  army  is  made  np  of  nniU  and  com- 
panies,   and  these  units  and  small   companies,  when 
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detached,  wiU  be  fonnd  to  possess  in  divers  degrees  the  sen- 
timent of  honour.  Yarions  detachments  have  been  known 
to  seek  for  success  in  unworthy  wiles,  as  for  example  by 
holding  their  muskets  butt-end  upwards,  in  sign  of  sur- 
render, when  they  had  no  intention  of  surrendering,  and 
were  only  bent  on  throwing  the  enemy  off  their  guard ; 
and  others  have  been  known  to  shelter  themselves  from 
attack  by  hoisting  the  red  cross  over  posts  where  they 
wished  to  make  themselves  comfortable.  I  have  gone 
to  the  Seine  at  Boulogne,  and  within  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  French  lines  I  have  seen  the  red-cross 
flag  hung  out  of  windows  at  St.  Cloud,  where  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  that  the  Germans  had  any  right  to 
place  their  wounded,  and  where  it  was  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  some  officer  had  his  quarters.  The  French 
have  in  this  way  become  a  little  suspicious  of  the  uses 
to  which  the  Geneva  flag  may  be  turned,  and  may  on 
occasions  have  attacked  it  unjustifiably;  but  as  a  rule 
they  have  religiously  respected  it,  and  would  be  filled 
with  horror  at  the  thought  of  having  done  it  an  injury. 

On  tlie  other  hand,  if  the  Germans  have  not  always 
respected  the  Geneva  flag  as  used  by  the  French,  they 
are  not  always  to  blame — the  French  expect  too  much 
from  this  flag.  At  the  battle  of  Ch&tillon,  one  of  the 
ambulances  was  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  cross- 
fire. What  business  had  it  to  be  in  such  a  position  ? 
And  how  could  it  expect  immunity  from  the  perils  of 
the  battle-field  ?  At  the  battle  of  Malmaison,  the 
ambulances  were,  as  usual,  eager  to  help  the  wounded, 
and  to  outvie  each  other  in  doing  good.  In  this  kindly 
rivalry  one  of  the  ambulances,  with  half  a  dozen  car- 
riages all  flying  the  red-cross  flag,  got  close  up  behind 
a  French  battery  that  was  pouring  its  shells  on  the 
enemy.  The  officer  commanding  the  artillery  turned 
round  with  the  cry,   "  Down  with  your  flag  !    Down 
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with  yoar  flap  !  Don't  yon  eee  we  are  firing  and  receiv- 
ing fire  ?  If  you  remain  hero  yon  muat  take  down  your 
a  the  American  ambulance,  a,ad  they  took 
down  their  flag.  TUey  were  not  prodent,  but  plucky, 
and  they  cboao  to  remain.  At  Bourget,  one  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  received  a,  mortal  wound  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  a  chaplain  was  in  the  greatest  danger  of 
his  life.  Let  mo  say,  in  passing,  that  the  Frireg  Chrflieng 
have  most  nobly  done  their  duty.  They  have  never 
feared  to  risk  their  lives;  they  have  crowded  to  the 
battle-lield  in  scores,  and  may  be  seen  in  their  black 
robes  and  enormous  hats  performing  every  kindly  office 
to  the  wounded.  Now,  one  of  the  Christian  Brothel's 
got  ahot  at  Bonrget,  and  the  French  press  made  a  great 
noise  abont  it,  saying,  "  What  wretches  these  Germana 
are;  they  might  have  seen  the  black  robe  and  the  Geneva 
flag."  For  my  part,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  poor 
Brother  was  shot  intentionally  ;  but  you  cannot  stop  a 
battle  because  a  Christian  Brother  chooses  to  got  under 
fire.  With  all  respect  for  the  motives  of  the  ambulance 
managers,  I  think  they  are  bolder  than  they  need  be. 
The  ambulances  engage  a  number  of  persons  to  go  out 
as  volunteers  to  carry  the  wounded  on  stretchers  from 
the  battle-field.  These  men  have  no  notion  that  they 
may  be  led  under  fire,  and  nndertake  the  task  willingly. 
On  the  Bonrget  day  I  found  my  position  on  the  battle- 
field rather  dull,  and  wanted  to  get  forward  ;  but  I  did 
not  know  very  well  how  to  manage  it,  as  I  wore  no 
nniform,  and  no  red  cross  either  on  my  arm  or  on  my 
liot.  At  last  came  a  chance.  The  mules  began  to  file 
past  laden  with  wounded  men,  one  on  each  side.  These 
had  been  picked  up  by  the  military  Intendance,  bot 
seeing  them,  the  private  ambulances  thought  it  was  high 
time  for  them  to  go  forward,  A  considerable  band  of 
the  Christian  Brothers  went  forward  carrying  stretchers, 
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two  and  two.  Then  followed  others  in  plain  clothes. 
I  said  nothing,  but  went  forward  with  them,  as  if  I 
belonged  to  them.  I  left  them,  however,  because  they 
seemed  to  be  going  to  a  part  of  the  ground  where  the 
battle  had  ceased.  It  turned  out  that  they  had  scarcely 
reached  that  part  of  the  field  when  the  fire  broke  out 
upon  it  anew,  and  they  had  to  beat  a  retreat,  crawling 
away  on  hands  and  knees.  I  got  hold  of  another  de- 
tachment of  stretcher-bearers,  and  went  on  with  them 
to  Drancy.  There,  behind  a  wall,  we  stood  watching  the 
artillery  duel  which  was  going  on  close  at  hand.    The 

,  French  artillery  were  between  Drancy  and  the  Groslay 
Farm — the  Prussian  fire  came  from  Port  Iblon  and  Blanc 
Mesnil.  After  about  an  hour  the  French  began  to  re- 
treat, and  in  a  slant  direction  right  in  front  of  us,  so  as 
to  place  us,  where  we  stood,  in  the  line  of  fire.  Onr 
wall  was  no  protection  to  us,  and  I  suggested  to  my 
ambulance  friends  that  they  had  better  retire.  Some 
scampered  off  with  great  alacrity,  others  went  calmly 
enough  ;  but  we  had  scarcely  left  the  spot  when  a  shell 
burst  upon  it.  Suppose  any  of  us  had  been  hurt.  I 
know  for  myself  I  should  have  looked  very  foolish. 
What  possible  right  could  I  have  to  complain,  standing 
there  for  mere  curiosity  ?  And  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
people  of  the  ambulance  had  any  better  right  than  my- 
self to  stand  there.  They  obeyed  no  orders  but  their 
own.  They  had  no  instructions  ;  they  were  simply  told 
to  do  the  best  they  could ;  and  if  they  chose  to  get  shot, 
that  was  their  own  look-out.  They  had  no  business  to 
go  into  the  battle  ;  and  they  ought  not  to  complain  if 
they  are  shot  by  mistake. 

January  16. — Can  you  conceive  anything  more  monotonous 
than  the  beating  of  carpets?  That  is  what  the  bom- 
bardment comes  to  in  its  last  analysis.  An  immense 
number  of  men  are  engaged  in  beating  stone  walls 
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of  carpets.  Their  labours  are  embelliahed  with 
an  imposing  displa;^  of  smoko,  of  flame,  and  of  deafetiiiig 
sound ;  bat  when  I  attempt  to  describe  the  work  which 
going  on,  stript  of  its  din,  ita  glare,  and  its 
clouds,  I  find  myself  reduced  to  a  pitifnl  remembrance 
of  one  of  the  most  prosaic  of  all  prosaic  events — the 
dreary  monotony  of  hearing'  men  beating  carpets,  or  of 
a  poor  labourer  by  the  wayaide  breaking  Btoaes.  It  is 
dilhcult  to  imagine  anything  more  appalling  than  the 
incessant  thunder  sustained  for  some  forty  hours  withont 
relaxation  ;  but  when  one  thinks  of  it  in  cool  blood, 
one  is  apt  to  be  a  little  cynical  over  hnman  nature 
making  all  this  pother  for  nothing.  Such  Bound  and 
fury  were  never  before  heard  in  battle,  because  never 
before  were  so  many  guns  of  such  tremendous  power 
called  into  action.  It  seemed  as  if  the  foundations  of 
the  world  were  to  bo  shaken,  and  as  if  Titans  warred 
with  Titans.  And  yet  all  the  sound  and  fury  signified 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing.  Certainly  the  Prussian 
guns  got  no  advantage  over  the  French  which  was  not 
amply  recompensed  by  similar  advantages  gained  by  the 
French  side.  The  German,  successes  of  yesterday  and 
to-day  are  redncibie  to  the  few  persons  who  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  to  the  architectural  destruction 
wrought  by  the  bombs  falling  on  Paris.  The  Klmpp  guns 
have  at  last  managed  to  get  across  the  Seine,  but  only 
at  one  point.  They  have  got  to  the  Quai  Bethune,  close 
to  the  station  of  the  Lyons  Railway.  The  farthest  that 
a  Prussian  projectile  has  yet  reached  is  to  the  Rue 
Viaconti,  close  to  the  Institute ;  but  the  shell  is  not  to 
be  found,  although  several  persons  bear  witness  to  its 
arrival.  It  did  not  explode,  and  it  probably  got  buried 
in  a  garden.  One  shell  has  broken  into  the  dome  of  the 
Pantheon ;  another  has  smashed  into  the  Ministry  of 
Pabhc  Works,    The  damage  produced,  however,  ia  won- 
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derfnllj  little,  if  one  considers  the  tremendous  waste  of 
powder  and  shot. 

I  could  not  help  being  profoundly  impressed  with  the 
present  aspect  of  the  war  as  I  walked  through  Paris  tiiis 
morning  very  early — between  four  and  five.  Paris  ¥?as 
as  still  as  a  mouse ;  not  a  soul  in  the  streets,  but  the 
sentinels  here  and  there,  muffled  up  in  cloaks  and  hoods, 
and  shivering  by  their  boxes.  The  streets  were  dark, 
and  echoed  strangely  to  my  solitary  footsteps.  All  i^is 
time  there  was  a  furious  cannonade  outside  the  walls. 
As  if  the  roar  were  a  lullaby,  the  people  were  all  sleeping 
quietly  in  the  districts  through  which  I  passed. 

In  ordinary  times  there  are  not  a  few  people  to  be  seen  in 
the  streets  at  four  in  the  morning,  either  bent  on  work 
or  returning  from  pleasure.  [But  here  there  are  no 
pleasure  parties,  or  only  a  few,  of  what  is  called  ''small 
and  early.**  As  for  work,  there  is  not  much  work  done 
in  Paris  just  now  which  is  unconnected  with  the  war. 
I  asked  for  a  book  to  be  bound  the  other  day.  It  is 
utterly  impossible.  All  the  work  done  in  Paris  just 
now  resolves  itself  into  two  grand  operations,  which  are 
intimately  related — the  making  of  war  and  the  preparing 
of  food.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  just  now, 
everybody  is  in  bed  who  is  not  on  guard.  Not  a  cab  in 
the  streets.  For  that  matter,  there  is  not  a  cab  to  be 
seen  after  midnight,  and  the  streets  are  deserted  even  by 
foot  passengers.  What  was  I  doing  out  so  late  at  night  ? 
At  one  o'clock  this  morning  there  was  a  death-like 
stillness  in  the  street,  when  suddenly  there  came  a  loud 
knocking  at  the  gateway  of  the  hotel  where  I  lodge. 
The  concierge  is  a  heavy  sleeper;  he  is  a  National 
Guard ;  he  has  been  on  duty  for  four-and-twenty  hours, 
find  he  is  sleeping  with  the  inertia  of  a  68-pounder. 
At  last  the  door  is  opened;  I  hear  the  steps  on 
the  stairs ;  there  is  a  knock  at  my  door,  and  in  walks 
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L  lantern  (we  carry  luit«ms  now)  a  sailor  all  in 
I,  with  his  honest  face  griuiuDg  from  ear  to  ear.  He 
may  well  sniile,  for  these  sailors  ore  welcome  everywhere. 
They  are  the  hrarest  soldiers  in  France ;  fight  like 
devils ;  and  they  are  petted  wherever  they  go.  The 
saUor  comes  to  inform  me  that  a  balloon  is  to  etort  at 
five  or  sis  o'clock  in  the  morning — suddenly  ordered. 
"Bnt  how  is  this?"  laaked.  *'I  was  told  at  the  post-office 
to-day  that  there  would  be  no  balloon." — "It  is  not  a 
post-office  balloon,"  he  replied ;  "  it  will  carry  no  letters  ; 
it  is  chartered  by  the  telegraph  ;  the  aeronant  will  carry 
your  letters  in  his  private  bag.  I  had  orders,  if  I  found 
yon  in  bed,  to  walce  you  up  and  toll  yon."  It  boots  not 
to  tell  you  how  I  entertained  the  sailor  and  how  I 
dismissed  him.  I  wrote  sonae  letters,  and  I  hope  yon 
received  that  which  was  destined  for  you  and  your 
readers.  Then  at  half-past  four  I  started  forth  for  the 
Great  Northern  Station,  to  put  my  letters  into  the 
balloon  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  I  traversed  Paris  in  tiie 
middle  of  the  night,  and  found  it  buried  in  a  nightcap 
(every  Parisian  without  exception  wears  a  nightcap, 
with  agreat  tassel  at  the  top),  while  Krapp  was  roaring 
like  a  legion  of  lions  all  round  Paris.  The  telegraph, 
let  me  add,  was  sending  o£f  this  balloon  in  reply  to  the 
15,000  despatches  which  came  into  Paris  yesterday 
(Sunday)  week.  That  is  indeed  a  curious  point.  The 
pigeon  arrived  on  Sunday,  January  8,  with  15,000  des- 
patches. It  took  the  whole  week  to  enlarge,  to  decipher, 
and  to  distribute  them.  At  the  end  of  the  week  the 
telegraph  people  were  ready  with  a  heap  of  replies ;  and 
here  was  the  balloon  going  ofi'  to  manage  their  afiairs. 
A  balloon  costs  £200  ;  so  I  hope  they  find  profit  enough 
the  transaction. 
The  report  to  be  given  a 
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and  worse.     The  deaths  in  the  week  ending  Jannazy  7 
were  3,680 ;  those  in  the  week  following,  3,982. 

I  must  end  with  an  anecdote — still  on  the  sempiternal 
question  of  food.  We  have  killed  the  porcupine,  and 
are  eating  him  in  dainty  morsels.  A  little  girl  hears 
her  mother  say  that  the  butcher  Dubois  has  killed 
the  porcupine,  and  we  are  going  to  eat  him.  Her  notion 
of  the  porcupine  resolves  itself  into  an  accumulation  of 
penholders,  such  as  she  sees  on  papa's  writing-table. 
The  raison  d'Stre  of  the  porcupine  is  to  produce  pen- 
holders. When,  therefore,  the  news  reaches  the  ears  of 
the  child  that  the  porcupine  is  killed,  and  to  be  eaten^ 
she  asks,  '^  But,  dear  mamma,  are  we  going  to  eat  pen- 
holders ?"     I  am  sure  we  have  eaten  much  worse. 

Jan.  17. — About  twelve  days  ago,  the  chief  Prussian  attack 
was  directed  against  Vanves,  which  was  reduced  to 
silence  more  than  once  by  an  overwhelming  fire,  but  not 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  cotdd  not  recover  its  voice.  The 
chief  attack  has  now  been  directed  against  Issy,  which 
has  also  been  several  times  silenced  and  forced  to  take 
breath.  I  observe  that  the  Prussian  official  reports 
mention,  with  a  considerable  air  of  triumph,  the  silencing 
of  this  or  that  fort.  But,  after  all,  what  is  it  ?  These 
partial  and  temporary  successes  look  well  in  a  report, 
but  they  are  for  the  most  part  illusory.  If  a  gun  is  dis- 
mounted to-day,  it  can  be  remounted  to-morrow ;  and  if 
Issy  and  Vanves  are  silenced  for  a  time  they  soon  open 
fire  again,  as  if  nothing  had  been  amiss.  To-day  the 
fire  seems  to  have  somewhat  slackened ;  but  this  is  more 
appearance  than  reality,  for  much  depends  on  the  direc- 
tion of  the  wind.  If  the  wind  brings  the  loud  roar  into 
Paris,  the  people  look  at  each  other  and  say,  *'  There  it 
goes.  They  make  noise  enough,  these  Prussians."  If 
it  drives  the  roar  away,  they  say,  ''  At  last  they  begin 
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to  tire,  these  PruBsians.  I  slionid  think  King  William 
has  had  enoug^h  of  it."  The  official  reports  tell  ns  very 
little  of  what  ia  goin^  on  ;  tlicj  have  never  yet  been  so 
vagoe  and  meagre.  General  Trochn  has  been  bo  much 
criticised  for  his  tendency  to  talk  and  to  write,  that  this 
time  apparently  he  proposes  to  act  without  words. 

Jan.  17. — I  went  at  three  in  the  morning  of  Monday, 
Jannary  9,  to  see  the  balloon  Duqnesne  start  from,  the 
station  of  the  Orleans  Railway.  It  was  a  beantifnl 
night,  only  interrupted  by  a  storm  of  sheila  Irom  the 
PrnsaiaQ  hatt«riea  bombarding  the  sonth  hank  of  the 
Seine,  but  more  particularly  the  hospital  of  the  Salf  e- 
tridre,  about  200  yards  iTom  the  Btation.  Let  me  say, 
in  passing,  that  few  incidents  of  the  bombardment  havo 
caused  more  indignation  and  disgust  in  Paris  than  this 
shelling  on  last  Monday  morning  of  the  SalpStri^re, 
which  is  a  hospital  devot«d  to  3,OU0  aged  women,  and  to 
about  1,000  mad  ones.  If  tie  shells  had  been  levelled 
upon  the  balloon,  which  was  inflated  in  the  Gare 
d'Orleans,  close  at  band,  they  might  have  done  some 
damage,  over  which  the  Prussians  would  have  a  right 
to  rejoice ;  but  what  possible  good  could  be  got  out  of 
shelling  the  old  women  in  the  SalpStriere  ?  1  enclose  a 
proteat  against  this  act  of  wanton  cruelty,  and  return  to 
the  balloon,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  launched  by 
the  brothers  Godard.  It  wae  "2,000  cubic  metres  in  size, 
and  had  to  carry,  besides  the  usual  load  of  letters, 
pigeons,  and  newspapers,  a  screw  apparatns  invented  by 
Admiral  Labrousse,  which  was  expected  to  ateer  the  air- 
ship, not  against  the  wind,  bat  at  a  favourable  angle. 
Besides  the  aeronaut  who  commands  the  balloon,  three 
Bailors  went  up  with  him  to  work  the  screw.  A  con- 
siderable crowd  assembled  in  the  station  to  see  tho 
balloon  go  off,  conspicuous  among  whom  were  51.  Dorian, 
the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  who  has  taken  the  greatest 
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inceresit  in  the  ■^xgarmenr ;  M.  RompoiiE.  die  frnfrfim- 
;rihie  dir»*criir  of  die  Pnat-iifice.  "▼ho  iiapcs  by  mouis  of 
tiiifl  ^ceeri^cr  T^ar  'rii  z^t  rennTi  biilluaii&  with  bae*  of 
Uc&in :  inii  Xizniral  Labr^nsse.  ihe  inTcn£or  of  the 
ivr^nem.  Tbe  Timi  w^d  'iriviiii?  dne  etisc  ac  cfae  r&te 
of  roar  m^rr^*)  a  «»cQiiii :  azui  in  '^beiiience  to  sock  «zl 
irn'onlfie.  the  i^ailoon  wcnlii  naEurallv  rr^  scrmz^tit  into 
GennaQj.  Bat  it  wna  iihservwi  and  aijreed  by"  all  of  na, 
that  direotij  the  baZdin  rose  zo  a  smfiL'ient  heigkc  and 
the  acdi-jn  -'^f  the  screw  b«gan  to  take  effect,  the  great 
monater  dlTerged  ^m  the  east  and  Leant  more  to  the 
swath.  If  the  screws  wrrked  weE  onder  the  brawn j 
arniA  of  the  three  sailors  who  had  to  manaee  them,  the 
balloon,  instead  *'ji  eri-in^  to  Grermanv,  oa«ht  to  have 
gone  into  Switzerland.  The  fonr  men  in  the  basket  with 
the  screw  were  sadiy  cramped  for  room:  bat  I  tmst 
that  thej  eot  safe  throagh.  and  that  mj  letters  hare 
reached  tou. 

Perhaps  jon  in  London,  who  get  well  fed  every  daj,  think 
it  very  mean  of  us  in  Paris  to  talk  so  mnch  of  oar  food. 
Bnt,  indee^l,  nearly  every  person  that  I  know  of  talks  of 
it  more  for  amusement  than  for  complaint.  The  only 
persons  I  hear  complaining  are  a  few  Englishmeiif  who 
have  no  right  to  be  here,  unless  they  are  willing  to 
accept  the  sufferings  of  the  siege.  'They  criticise  every- 
thing— they  are  eternally  finding  fault — they  see  no 
good  in  anything — they  have  been  predicting  ever  since 
the  siege  lx;gan  that  the  Prussians  would  be  in  Paris  in 
seven  days — always  seven  days — and  they  are  indignant 
that  Paris  does  not  surrender,  because  they  find  a  defi- 
ciency of  iKJcf-steak.  I  blush  for  my  country  when  I 
meet  them,  when  I  hear  their  arrogant  criticism,  and 
*hon  I  see  how  anxious  they  arc  that  Paris  should  cease 
*  heroic  struggle  and  submit  to  be  conquered  simply 
t  they  may  be  a  little  more  comfortable.    Paris,  the 
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supposed  Sybarite,  is  very  goo d-Lumoured  over  the  qneation 
of  food,  and  ia  not  at  all  exacting  ;  bnt  still  it  natutally 
taUcs  and  thinks  a  good  deal  of  what  it  linds  rather 
difficult  to  get.  The  discussion  in  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  turned  upon  a  snbjeet  of  great  interest  to  Mrs. 
John  Sprat.  You  may  remember  that  Jack  Sprat,  as  he 
was  familiarly  called,  could  eat  no  fat,  that  Mrs.  Sprat 
could  eat  no  lean,  and  that  so  between  them  they  botii 
licked — the  rhyme,  I  regret  to  observe,  says  licked — 
thoy  licked  the  plat(«r  clean.  Poor  dear  Jack  Sprat 
would  be  in  his  element  just  now  in  Paris,  for  there  is 
no  fat ;  his  wife  would,  I  fear,  long  ere  now,  for  the 
want  of  her  favourite  aliment,  have  added  to  those 
weekly  bills  of  mortality  whereof  lately  you  have  heard 
«nougb.  The  Academy  of  Sciences  took  into  considera- 
tion, at  its  last  sitting,  the  want  of  the  fatty  ingredients 
of  alimentation,  and  the  object  of  its  study  waa  to 
show  how  tallow- can  dies  and  lamp  oil  may  be  rendered 
palatable  aa  well  aa  nonriahing.  Ton  see  there  is  HO 
butter,  except  at  thirty  francs  a  pound  ;  the  salad  oil  is 
nearly  exhausted,  and  we  are  reduced  for  our  salads  to 
coba  oil  and  rapeseed  oil ;  also  the  animalB  which  are 
being  killed  for  food  are  wonderfully  lean.  The  only 
very  fat  butcher's  meat  that;  I  see  is  dog.  It  waa  my 
fate  to  eat  some  mutton  broth  the  other  day — that  is, 
dog  broth  with  a  dog  cutlet  in  it.  The  cutlet  was 
very  fat,  and  in  paaaiag  by  a  butcher's  stall  to-day,  in 
the  market  St.  Honore,  I  was  struck  with  the  b«inty 
of  a  saddle  of  mutton.  !NeTBr  after  the  cattle  show  in 
London  have  I  seen  a  fatter  saddle  of  mutton  ;  it  was 
a  saddle  of  dog,  at  three  shillingB  a  pound.  Yes,  people 
eat  their  doga  here  with  touching  devotion.  It  is  even 
said  that  a  little  lady  here  gave  up  her  precious  lap- 
dog,  Bijou,  to  be  eat«n.  Bijou  waa  killed  ^  Bijou  was 
cooked ;  Bijou  was  eaten.      And  Bijou's  mistress  waa 
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observed  at  dinner  to  put  Bijou *8  bones  a43ide  on  her 
plate  mechanically,  and  was  heard  to  remark,  with  a 
sigh,  "  Oh,  how  my  dear  little  Bijon  wonld  have  enjoyed 
these  bones  !*'  But,  after  all,  dog  fat,  though  abundant, 
is  not  very  tempting,  and  the  wise  men  of  Paris  have 
found  it  necessary  to  invent  a  method  of  cooking  tallow- 
candles.  Of  course  I  am  not  going  to  divulge  the 
sacred  mysteries  of  the  kitchen  ;  but  I  advise  all  those 
who  will  do  me  the  honour  to  read  this  epistle  to  go 
to  their  clubs,  and  if  they  see  marrow-bones  on  the 
bill  of  fare,  to  order  the  cook  to  send  them  up  some 
toast  and  tallow-candles  instead. 

The  third  subject  of  discussion  to  which  I  referred  is  a 
painful  one — that  of  the  bombardment,  than  which  no 
deed  of  war  can  be,  in  the  case  of  Paris,  more  unjusti- 
fiable, none  more  worthy  of  execration.  It  is  nothing 
but  a  wicked,  useless  act  of  vengeance,  which  tarnishes 
the  honour  won  by  the  German  army.  The  Academy 
of  Sciences  is  very  indignant  that  the  garden  of  medical 
botany  has  not  been  spared.  It  was  founded  in  1626 
by  Louis  XIII.  ;  it  became  the  Museum  of  Natural 
History  in  1794.  There,  say  the  Academicians,  Bofibn 
wrote  his  immortal  work  ;  there  Jussieu  classified  plants 
according  to  the  natural  method,  which  has  since  been 
adopted  all  over  the  world ;  there  Cuvier  founded  the 
science  of  comparative  anatomy ;  there  Geoffrey  St. 
Hilaire  commenced  his  system  of  philosophical  anatomy. 
The  ground  is  sacred  to  all  who  glory  in  the  triumphs 
of  science.  But  the  Prussian  cannon  have  not  spared  it; 
they  have  shelled  it  unmercifully.  Also  in  the  Jardin 
des  Plantes  there  was  a  most  precious  greenhouse  filled 
with  rare  tropical  plants.  It  had  cost,  with  its  contents,, 
about  £25,000,  and  it  has  been  destroyed  by  barbaric 
bombs.  Who  can  wonder  that  the  scientific  celebrities 
of  Paris  are  indignant  at  such  sacrilege  P 
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I  went  again,  tlie  other  day,  to  the  Charch  of  Ste.-Gene- 
Ti^ve  (strictly  speaking,  St.  Etienne  da  Mont),  to  see  if 
it  had  saflered  further  damage.  It  hnd  been  atmck,  as 
yet,  by  only  one  shell,  on  tke  gable-end  facing  the  Rne 
Clovis,  but  the  projectile  had  left  snch  a  mark  there  as 
I  hope  the  wardens  of  the  church  will  not  attempt  to 
efface.  It  makes  a  goodly  mark  of  remembrance  on  that 
noble  and  venerable  pile  which  enshrines  the  aahes  of 
the  two  greatest  of  French  thinkers — Descartes  and 
Pascal,  whose  influence  on  modern  thought  is  imperish- 
able, and  is  felt  profoundly  BTen  by  masses  who,  perhaps, 
never  heard  of  their  names.  What  must  the  feelings  of 
any  cultivated  Frenchman  be  when  he  sees  this  grand 
monument— charged  with,  for  him,  so  many  sacred 
memories,  and  so  mBriiy  beaatiful  aasiwiations  connected 
with  the  virgin  saint  of  Paris — struck  by  the  rude 
lightnings  of  the  enemy,  which  iti  their  passage  missed, 
as  by  n  miracle,  the  famous  Pantheon,  raised  in  honour 
of  all  that  is  greatest  and  worthiest  in  France  ? 

Oatsido  Paris  the  progress  of  the  bombardment  was  noted 
with  the  keenest  interest,  and  every  real  or  apparent  gain 
was  instantly  telegraphed  to  the  ends  of  the  world.     The 
Special  Correspondent  with  tht:  Army  of  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Saxony  wrote  from  Margency,  on  the  9th  ; — 
Porta  Rosny,  Noisy,  and  Nogent  preserve  their  strange 
silence,  with  the  blinds  down  or  the  shutters  up,  which- 
ever expression  may  be  preferred.       Nevertheless,  we 
are  not  daiing  to  take  liberties  with  them  just  yet. 
Porta  Issy  and  Yanvea  were  silenced  yesterday,  it  was 
believed  definitely,  and  experimentally  during  the  night 
aome  batteries  were  pushed  forward  a  thousand  paces 
closer  to  them.     Under  this  aggravation  these  forts  this 
morning  recommenced  a  feeble  fire  in  reply  to  a  very 
brisk  one.     The  batteries  playing  on  these  forta  are  ai 
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Meudon,  Clamart,  and  Porte  Chlltillon.  Six  batteries  in 
all,  as  I  understand,  converge  their  fire  upon  Issj,  five 
npon  the  other  fort.  The  batteries  in  the  Park  of  St. 
Cloud  face  in  three  directions — one  to  St.  Cloud  and 
YaJerien,  another  to  Boulogne  and  feurther,  a  third 
to  Billancourt  and  beyond.  The  batteries  at  Meudon 
radiate  their  fire  towards  Boulogne,  Billancourt,  and 
over  the  He  St.  Germain,  to  Pont-du- Jour  and  Paris. 
Of  the  six  Clamart  batteries  four  concern  themselyes 
solely  with  Fort  Yanves,  and  two  devote  their  attentions 
to  Fort  Issy.  In  the  same  connection  I  may  mention  that 
La  VSrite,  of  the  7th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
seen,  states  that  shells  from  the  Clamart  batteries  have 
fallen  in  the  warden  of  the  Luxemburg,  where  there  is  a 
large  lazaretto,  which  has  consequently  been  shifted  and 
brought  nearer  the  heart  of  the  town.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  garden  of  the  Luxemburg  is  within  the 
old  line  of  fortifications,  not  in  the  space  between  that 
and  the  new  enceinte,  so  that  the  dropping  of  these  shells 
is  virtually  bombarding  Paris. 

There  is  a  strong  revolutionary  tone  in  the  writings  of  La 
VSrite.  A  revolution  might  be  no  bad  thing.  If  I  read 
Trochu  aright,  although  something  of  a  potterer,  he  is  a 
man  who  has  set  his  teeth  hard  against  capitulation. 
Were  he  ** dismounted" — to  use  the  expression  the  Ger- 
mans are  so  fond  of  as  regards  fort  guns— -a  man  must 
take  his  place  after  the  hearts  of  the  Parisians,  in  their 
present  mood.  He  would  go  at  a  sortie  like  a  bull 
at  a  gate.  The  result  would  be  disastrous.  Then  the 
army — the  real  fighting  men — who  have  already  been 
shouting  ^*  Peace"  as  their  generals  rode  past,  would 
shout  "  Peace  "  in  the  ears  of  Paris,  in  accents  not  to 
be  ndsunderstood,  pointed  as  they  would  be  with  a  firm 
determination  to  endure  no  more,  for  the  sake  of  others 
who  will  not  stand  abreast  of  them  in  the  field,  slaughter 
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in  battle,  rathless  deatmction  by  bomb-shella,  tfae  agonies 
of  cold  that  kill  men  as  they  atand  at  tbeir  posts — in  a 
word,  hopeless  tortarea,  dangers,  aod  hardships.  When 
this  shoat  from  the  throat  of  the  army  rings  in  the  ears 
of  Paris,  then  we  may  make  ready,  for  the  end  will  be 
very  nigh  at  hand,  and  neither  impnlsive  general  nor 
clamorona  patriot  will  postpone  it. 

There  are  to-day,  at  tlie  head-qnarters  of  the  4th  Army 
Corps,  three  French  Garde  Mobile  officers  and  some 
eight  or  nine  soldiers,  who  came  among  us  in  a  Buffi- 
ciently  strange  manner.  A  little  party  sallied  out  of 
Gennevilliers  laet  evening,  one  at  its  head  waving  in  the 
moonlight  a  white  handkerchief  as  a  flag  of  truce. 
There  lay  a  boat  on  the  bank  of  the  Seine  opposite  to 
Argentenil,  into  which  there  got  two  officers  and  three 
men,  the  men  on  the  farther  bank  continning  meanwhile 
to  wave  the  white  handkerchief  without  jnl«rmission. 
These  landed,  and  at  once  proclaimed  themaelves 
deserters,  demanding,  with  serene  eqnanimity,  to  be 
made  prisoners  of.  One  of  the  soldiers,  the  request 
having  been  complied  with,  announced  hia  desire  to  go 
back  for  the  others,  and  this  being  permitted,  he 
crossed,  Euid  then  recrossed  with  the  second  boatrload. 
1  meant  to  have  gone  this  afternoon  to  see  the  deserter 
officers,  the  first  of  the  Mobiles  in  Paris  who  have  thus 
lost  their  honour,  with  a  view  to  obtain  from  them  some 
information  as  regards  the  condition  of  Paris,  and  to 
send  it  to  yon,  to  be  believed  in  as  much  as  statements 
made  by  recreants  might  deserve,  A  command,  how- 
ever, that  I  could  not  disregard,  to  be  elsewhere  this 
evening,  has  compelled  me  to  forego  the  intention. 


The  Special  Correspondent  at  the  King   of  Prussia's 
I  liead -quarters  wrote,  on  the  ISth  of  Januarj-,  from  Ver- 
nilles : — 
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The  severe  weather  of  the  present  season  is  a  great  adyantage 
to  the  Germans  before  Paris,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  great  dis- 
advantage to  the  luckless  French  garrison.  I  do  not  know 
that  any  of  the  besiegers  have  suffered  more  from  cold 
than  they  are  accustomed  to  suffer  every  winter  of  their 
lives  at  home ;  whilst  it  is  certain  that  the  scarcity  of 
fuel,  and  the  claims  of  outpost  duty,  make  the  besieged 
groan  over  the  biting  cold.  With  good  village  quarters, 
and  plenty  of  flooring  and  furniture  to  bum,  the  gallant 
lads  from  Germany  can  laugh  at  ten  degrees  of  frost. 
They  have  stout  clothing  and  ample  rations,  they  are 
buoyed  up  by  constant  success,  and  the  rate  of  mortality 
among  them  is  less  than  the  average  rate  in  time  of 
peace,  when  they  live  quietly  in  barracks.  There  are,  of 
course,  losses  in  battle  to  be  set  off  against  the  heavier 
losses  of  the  French,  and  there  is  home  sickness  preying 
on  those  who  expected  to  be  back  again  before  Christ- 
mas time.  But,  as  far  as  wind  and  weather  are  con- 
cerned, the  besiegers  might  safely  undertake  to  go 
through  the  same  trial  for  three  winters  to  come. 

The  weather  has  interfered  with  the  bombardment,  not  by 
cold,  but  by  chill  driving  mists.  Since  the  opening  of 
Are  against  the  southern  forts  on  January  5,  we  have  only 
had  one  reaUy  clear  day,  and  on  the  other  days  there  has 
been  more  or  less  thickness  of  the  wintry  haze  upon  the 
landscape.  To  the  Germans,  who  aim  with  care,  and 
trust  to  their  good  shooting  for  success,  this  has  been  a 
most  decided  drawback.  They  have  had  the  best  of  the 
artillery  duel,  and  have  dismounted  many  French  guns, 
but  if  the  weather  had  been  less  hazy  they  might  have 
effected  still  greater  mischief.  It  is  reported,  in  the 
Moniteur  Officiel  of  Versailles,  that  so  early  as  the  5th 
instant  some  shells  fell  into  the  garden  of  the  Luxem- 
burg, and  with  a  fair  chance  for  their  aim,  the  gunners 
in  the  German  batteries  might  have  struck  the  Luzem- 
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burg  Palace  itself.      I  observe    a,    gradual    approaod   to 

the  idea  of  thorough  bombardment  among  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  German  army.  They  have  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  King  will  consent  to  strong  mea. 
snreB,  now  that  the  forts  have  been  fairly  tackled.  All 
these  stray  shots,  made  at  random  into  the  city,  are  bat 
to  prepare  the  way  for  a  systematic  attempt  to  compel 
a  speedy  surrender.  So  at  least  say  the  Germans. 
King  William,  they  add,  has  been  loth  to  injure  Paris,  and 
had  always  refused  to  allow  the  shelling  of  the  suburbs 
until  his  artillery  should  ha-ve  engaged  the  outlying 
forts.  Now,  however,  that  the  forts  have  been  engaged, 
and  partially  silenced,  His  Majesty  will  grant  the  prayer 
of  his  soldiers.  In  a  day  or  two  more,  should  the  French 
still  be  obstinate,  a  shower  of  incendiary  sheila  of  great 
etze  will  be  poured  upon  them. 
In  former  letters  I  have  spoken  of  the  causes  which 
seenied  to  me  to  aid  the  German  artillery  in  its  success 
against  the  forts.  There  is  the  firing  upwards  at  a  line, 
a  vague  spadework,  with  only  quick  flashes  and  wreaths 
of  smoke  to  guide  the  aim.  There  is  the  advantage  of 
the  newly-chosen  position  as  against  the  position  long 
known  to  all  the  world.  The  French  guns  fire  through 
embrasures,  the  Prussian  are  pointed,  en  barbette,  over 
the  top  of  the  parapet,  and  this  seems  also  an  advantage 
to  the  Prussians.  Then  there  is  undeniably  the  greater 
eScct  of  the  Fmssian  shells  ^vhen  they  burat,  and  the 
et«ady  aim  of  the  gunners  who  use  them.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  French  "  Naval  Brigade  "  has  done  well 
in  this  struggle.  The  men  have  doubtless  shown  activity 
and  pluck ;  indeed,  1  hear  that  two  or  three  of  their 
struggles  to  get  things  straight  and  reopen  fire  have 
been  worthy  the  service  to  which  tliey  belong.  But 
their  aim  has  been  wretched.  Where  are  the  rivals  of 
oar  crack  shots  Irom  the  Excellent  t    Where  are  the 
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men  who  onght  to  be  able  to  cat  away  an  enemy's  masts 
and  knock  off  bis  rudder  ?  The  great  gnns  in  the  forts 
should  have  dismounted  many  more  of  the  Grerman 
pieces,  and  should  have  at  least  fallen  near  the  batteries 
at  every  round.  As  it  was,  I  saw  them  bursting,  on  the 
5th  of  January,  all  over  the  fields  in  rear  of  the  besieging 
line,  and  calculated  that  three  went  astray  for  one  that 
was  well  put  home.  The  only  thing  that  the  French 
artillery  seems  able  to  do  is  to  fight  blindly  on  and  die 
for  the  Bepublic.  With  men  so  obstinate,  it.  would 
not  surprise  me  to  hear  that  they  reopened  all  their  forts 
again  at  the  most  awkward  moment.  The  Prussians  are 
quite  awake  to  this  chance,  and  will  be  very  cautious  in 
advancing  on  the  forts  without  regular  approaches.  They 
admit  that,  though  much  knocked  about,  the  French  may 
be  also  "  playing  possum,"  as  our  Western  friends  phrase 
it ;  and  that  a  fort,  though  silent,  may  not  be  absolutely 
silenced. 

The  news  from  north,  and  east,  and  south,  is  thought  satis- 
factory at  head-quarters,  though  it  is  not  so  good  as 
might  have  been  expected.  Should  Paris  really  be 
starving,  and  should  General  Trochu  have  only  a 
month's  more  resistance  in  him,  there  will  hardly  be 
time  for  the  provincials  to  save  the  capital.  Chanzy  is 
checked  in  one  direction,  Faidherbe  is  successfrdly  held 
at  bay  in  another.  Even  Bourbaki,  the  most  threatening 
for  the  moment,  is  a  long  way  off,  and  is,  moreover, 
hampered  in  his  movements  by  the  weather.  Let  Paris 
but  be  reckoned  as  certain  to  fall  before  St.  Valentine's 
Day,  and  the  efforts  of  these  different  commanders  may 
be  taken  to  be  almost  certain  to  fail.  The  German  grip 
is  tight  on  the  city,  and  the  German  troops  will  die 
rather  than  give  ground.  You  can  easily  understand 
how  bitter  it  would  be  to  them  to  do  so,  and  how  splen- 
didly they  would  fight  to  avert  such  a  result. 
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From    St,  Germain-en-Laye  a  Military  CorreBpcmdent 
wrote,  on  the  16th  of  January  r — 

In  St.  Germain  we  have  a  strong  and  splendid  Landwehr 
regiment  of  the  Guard,  with  aome  cavalry  and  two  field 
batteries,  as  a  foi-disant  permanent  garrison.  But  fre- 
quent migrations  of  portions  of  these  troops  take  place; 
lately,  towards  Versailles  and  to  the  southwards  of  thai 
etation.  These  Lrendwehr  troops  are  certainly  Eplendid 
specimens  of  the  soldier.  Onrs  are  Landwehra  of  the 
Grenadier  battalions,  stalwart,  steadfast,  fitnbbom-look- 
ing  men,  averaging  from  twenty-six  to  thirty-sis  years  of 

.  ^e,  having  served  for  the  mast  part  in  the  '66  campaign, 
jnat  arrived  from  home,  and  all  anxious  to  bear  their 
share  in  the  capture  of  Paris. 

Nothing  can  eiceed  the  orderly  and  modest  bearing  of 
these  troops,  in  billets  and  in  barracks,  at  this  station. 
By  8  P.M.  they  seem  to  vanisli  from  the  streets,  and  an 
hoar  afterwards  every  Teuton,  save  the  necessary  town 
guard,  is  in  bed.  I  never  fail  to  see  the  Landwelirs 
engaged  in  one  military  occupation  or  another.  Every 
morning,  from  balf-past  nine  to  eleven,  the  Parterre  and 
Terrace  are  fall  of  squads  of  these  soldiers,  nnder  their 
respective  subaltern  officers,  and  superintended  by  their 
captains.  Some  companies  are  occupied  in  the  parade 
of  their  kite,  when  I  observe  that  their  boots  are,  aa  they 
should  be  (for  serviceable  boots  for  the  infantry  soldiers 
are  next  only  in  importance  to  serviceable  ammunition), 
special  objects  of  the  most  careful  inspection.  Next  in 
importance  come  the  shirts  and  greatcoats.  The  latter, 
by  the  way,  are  excellent,  of  strong  milled  cloth,  with  no 
admixture  of  the  "  shoddy "  so  lamentably  familiar  to 
oar  service.  Each  man  has  a  detached  hood  or  capeline, 
in  cloth,  with  which  be  can  cover  the  whole  of  his  shako, 
or  helmet,  enveloping  the  ears  and  back  of  the  head,  and 
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bnttoning  with  two  buttons  tinder  the  chin.  These  head 
wrappers  have  only  one  objection,  in  my  opinion — that 
of  deadening  the  sonnd  of  approaching  "  objectionables," 
in  windy  weather,  to  sentries  on  ontpost  duty.  Other 
companies  and  squads  are  engaged  in  drilling.  The 
companies  which  are  strong  (125  men  per  company)  go 
through  every  sort  of  mancBUvre  incidental  to  a  battalion, 
or,  rather,  to  a  company  in  battalion.  I  am  much  struck 
with  the  perfect  steadiness  of  the  men  in  the  ranks. 
Such  a  contrast  to  the  ever-moving,  ever-jabbering 
French  infantry !  Their  strict  attention  to  their  instruc- 
tion is  remarkable,  which  I  attribute  to  the  fact  that  the 
Prussian  officers  keep  their  men  but  a  moderate  time  at 
*' attention,"  allowing  them  frequently  to  ''stand  at 
ease,"  thereby  giving  the  soldier  no  excuse  for  careless- 
ness or  inattention  when  required  for  actual  work.  In 
skirmishing,  their  "  aiming  drill "  is  particularly  attended 
to,  each  skirmisher  being  careftilly  watched  and  cor- 
rected, and  cautioned  to  aim  deliberately,  and  not  lavish  a 
single  cartridge  uselessly.  This  will  account  for  the 
effective  fire  of  Prussian  infantry  when  in  actual  contact 
with  the  enemy,  for  they  rarely  throw  away  a  shot, 
aiming  low  and  firing  deliberately  as  they  cover  their 
object.  This  also  accounts  for  a  fact  in  the  late  sortie 
towards  Champigny — that  most  of  the  French  wounded 
had  been  found  shot  in  the  lower  part  of  their  bodies  and 
legs.  The  Prussian  officers  appear  to  me  full  of  zeal,  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  and  up  to  their  work  in  every  detail. 
In  drilling  their  companies  or  battalions,  I  observed  that 
they  never  failed  to  station  themselves  from  sixty  to 
seventy  yards  in  front  of  their  men,  and  well  to  windward 
of  them ;  for  nothing  renders  soldiers  more  unsteady  and 
nervous  in  the  ranks  than  over-anxiety  or  straining  on 
their  part  to  catch  the  real  intention  of  a  faintly-heard 

i    word  of  command.    The  Prussian  officers  deliver  their 
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cantianarj  bsiA  executive  words  of  commatid  witli  that 
clearness  and  decision  of  tone  which  is  indispen gable  to 
cause  companies  or  battalions  as  large  as  those  of  tlie 
Prussian  war  establishment  to  move  with  confidenca, 
precision,  and  celerity, 
Jan.  11. — The  other  evening  we  were  enlivened  by  an 
alerU,  which  flashed  upon  na  about  eight  o'clock. 
The  alarm  sounded  in  laj  street,  upon  which  I 
immediately  sallied  forth,  watch  in  hand,  on  to  the 
Grande  Place,  to  ascertain  personally  how  long  it 
would  take  the  Landwehrs,  who  were  all  quietly  en- 
sconced in  their  different  billets,  to  fall  in,  have  their 
rolls  called,  and  march  off  to  the  threatened  point,  which 
was  about  two  and  a  half  miles  distant  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seine,  opposite  the  high-road  bridge,  now  demolished, 
at  Chiltou.  From  the  first  Bound  of  the  bugle  until  two 
strong  Landwebr  companies  were  formed  up  in  complete 
marching  order,  and  ready  to  move  off,  it  took  as  nearly 
as  possible  twenty  minutes.  There  were  abont  260  men 
in  all.  Each  soldier  had  an  extra  blanket  along  under 
his  knapsack,  twenty-four  hours'  cooked  provisious  in 
his  havresack,  alongside  of  which  was  his  drinking 
flask — all,  in  fact,  aa  grand  e'omplet.  I  was  much 
struck  by  the  soWier-like  and  noiseless  way  in  which 
their  falling  in  was  conducted  in  the  dark,  and  the 
business-like  method  of  calling  the  rolls  by  the  under- 
^^  officers,   to  ascertain  if  any  were  absent,  &c.     There 

^L  was  not  the  sound  of  a  voice  in  the  ranks.    No  absentees 

^H  were  reported ;  upon  which,  in  solid  sections  of  "  fours  " 

^H  from    the    right    flank,    away    marched    these  sturdy 

^H  soldiers,  arms  sloped  with  mathematical  precision,  and 

^H  keeping  their  well-measured   and  uniform  cadence  of 

^H  step  na  carefnlly  as  if  filing  to  or  from  a  common  drill 

^H  parade,  instead  of    starting,  as  they  were  then,  on  a 

^H  matter  of  ILfe-and-deatb  importance.     When  clear  of 

^H  VOL. 
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the  town  their  officers  ordered  them  to  inarch  at  ease. 
Again,  on  this  occasion,  I  conld  not  help  being  strack 
with  the  distinct  and  nnmistakable  words  of  command 
of  thp  officers.  In  my  hnmble  opinion,  on  all  occasions, 
but  on  none  so  especially  as  on  night  duties  of  this 
nature,  is  it  essential  to  give  clear  and  distinct  words  of 
command,  both  cautionary  and  executive;  it  inspires 
confidence  and  exacts  the  greatest  attention  from  the 
men.  Should  any  confusion  ensue  through  the  darkness 
or  from  other  causes,  I  should  say  the  Prussian  soldiers 
would  thoroughly  understand  the  system  of  rallying 
quietly  round  their  colours,  and  there  patiently  ^'listen- 
ing "  for  subsequent  orders ;  for  no  man  should,  under 
such  circumstances,  ever  attempt  to  open  his  mouth  to 
"  ask  '*  for  them. 

The  expected  sortie  proved  abortive — but,  as  some  very 
sharp  musketry  firing  still  continued  after  these  troops 
had  marched  away,  I  followed  them,  taking  advantage  of 
the  presence  of  an  English  ambulance  waggon  which 
had  been  ordered  out  in  case  its  services  should  be  re- 
quired at  the  outposts  in  question.  On  arriving  there 
we  found  the  Landwehrs  all  very  jollily  engaged  in 
smoking  their  pipes  under  cover  of  the  houses  on  the 
side  of  the  main  road,  which,  although  at  nearly  2,000 
metres  from  the  French,  have  been  grazed  by  their 
'^  obus  "  and  Chassepdt  buUets.  The  French  had  some 
artillery  present,  with  which  they  fired  "  obus  "  into  the 
town  of  Chatou,  and  brought  a  chimney  down  close  to 
the  quarters  of  General  von  Loen,  who  commands  the 
division  here,  and  who  had  assisted  at  this  unaccount- 
able Gallic  spurt  ever  since  its  commencement.  There 
were  no  wounded  for  our  waggon,  and  we  were  all  back 
in  St.  Germain  soon  after  midnight.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  ordering  out  of  the  Prussian  pickets,  their 
method    of  posting    their    sentries,    their    system  of 
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VDpporiB  and  reserves,  are  veiy  similar  to  our  own 
regulations.  Their  ontljing  picket  in  general  consists 
of  one  company  per  battalion,  unless  alai^er  or  smaller 
number  is  specially  ordered.  They  leave  ^ff  duty 
sufficient  men  to  draw  provisions  and  cook,  and  their 
camp-kettles,  carried  on  each  man's  pack,  ore  those  used 
by  them  in  cooking  if  required.  Should  the  particular 
company  going  on  picket  be  too  weak,  it  is  made  up  to 
the  required  strength  from  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  and 
this  extra  picket  duty  from  other  companies  forms  a 
separate  roster.     Each  man  during  his  picket  has  the 

e  post  as  sentry  that  ho  is  first  placed  in,  and  the 
most  intelligent  men  arc  selected  for  sentries  at  the  im- 
portant stations.  I  am  further  informed  that  an  ofEecr 
is  generally  appointed  to  examine  all  deserters  from  the 
enemy,  and  to  compare  all  their  information  ao  as  to 
show  collectively  all  tho  details  thus  given.  Beporta  in 
general  terms  as  to  the  enemy's  movements  are  not  ad- 
mitted. His  supposed  force  is  ordered  to  be  stated 
I  definite  numbers,  and  of  what  arms  that  force  is 
composed.  In  fact,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Prussian  system  of  outpost  duty  by  their  infantry, 
and  patrolling  by  their  indefatigable  cavalry,  ever  on 
the  move  to  keep  up  the  communication  from  corps  to 
coi-ps,  Ac.,  are  very  nearly  perfection. 
Some  years  ago  I  remember  hearing  the  lat«  Lord  Comber- 
mere  state  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  Peninsular 
War  our  infantry  soldiers  knew  very  little  of  outpost 
or  our  cavalry  of  efficient  patrolling,  until  they 
received  the  valuable  assistance  of  Colonel  Arenschildt, 
who  commanded  tho  1st  German  Hnssars,  only  WO 
strong.  In  co-operation  with  a  weak  English  infantry  divi- 

Q  of  2,500  men,  under  General  Cranfurd,  he  managed 
to  hold  a  very  extensive  tract  of  country  in  the  face  of 
Marshal  Ney'a  corps,  supported  by  numerous  cavalry. 
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The  German  Light  CaTmlrj,  which  I  haTo  seen  abovit 
here,  appear  to  me  weU  mounted  on  wiij,  lastingwlook- 
ing  horses.  The  men  aie  compactlj  boilty  haiiiii^ 
miuc\|lar4ooking  arms  and  shoulders,  and  aTeraging-,  I 
should  saj,  firom  ten  to  twelTe  stone  weight.  They 
have  a  solid  seat,  less  stiff  than  our  own  cayalij,  and 
appear  to  have  a  Hghtcr  hand  on  their  horses.  After 
all  the  hard  work  thej  have  heen  exposed  to  during  tha 
late  exceptionallj  trying  weather,  their  horses  are  in 
fiur  condition,  and  Teiy  few  sore  hacks.  Can  this 
latter  most  essential  quality  arise  from  the  fact  of  their 
not  always  ^bumping  the  pig-skin"  in  riding-school 
fashion,  but  being  permitted  to  rise  in  their  stiirups  ? 
As  a  rule  most  Germans  are  good  horsemen,  and  horse 
masters.  It  is  curious  to  notice  how  many  of  their 
infantry  soldiers  know  how  to  sit  and  manage  any  stray 
horse  they  may  throw  their  leg^  across.  The  Landwehr 
infantry  officers  especially,  of  whom  all  the  captaiiia  are 
mounted,  ride  well,  and  very  few  of  them  would  deserra 
the  well-known  sarcastic  term  of  reproach  with  which 
the  late  Sir  Hussy  Vivian  used  to  crush  such  cavalry 
officers  as  he  considered  to  disgrace  that  branch  of 
the  "  service  '*  by  inelegant  equitation,  —  "  By  Qad^ 
sir,  you  ride  for  all  the  world  like  an  ^lu/jutant  of 
infantry !  " 

The  Special  Correspondent  at  the  head- quarters  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  wrote,  on  the  14th  of  January : — 

In  face  of  the  great  events  which  are  happening  before 
Paris,  it  is  natural  that  General  Trochu's  conduct  should 
be  fiercely  discussed.  He  has  done  much  for  his  country, 
and  may  be  proud  of  having  kept  the  Germans  in  play 
for  about  four  months ;  but  he  has  not  broken  through 
the  besieging  lines,  and  it  begins  to  look  as  though  he 
never  would  break  through  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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It  is  very  difficult  to  jndge  of  his  policy  until  we  aeo  the 
result  fully  developed,.  Watching  him  from  outside, 
as  we  in  Versailles  have  wntched  him  eiaco  Septem- 
ber 20,  he  aeema  to  be  a  cool,  cautions  comniander,  very 
capable  in  organizing  his  forces,  and  perhaps  a  trifls 
slow  in  using  them.  He  had  but  a  small  body  of  regular 
troops  in  the  beginning  of  the  siege,  and  the  Mobilen, 
who  are  now  capital  soldiers,  were  then  wanting  iu  dis- 
cipline. Added  to  this,  you  must  take  into  account  his 
weakness  in  field  artillery.  Days  and  months  of  labour 
were  required  to  bring  the  field  artillery  of  Paris  into  an 
efficient  state.  Days  and  months  of  labonr  meEint  so 
much  loss  of  the  precious  time  during  which  the  food 
supplies  would  last.  Whilst  Trochu  was  preparing  for 
a  great  sortie,  the  Germans  awoke  to  the  fact  that  they 
must  strengthen  their  positions  the  better  to  resist  him. 
In  proportion  to  his  readiness  to  come  forth  was  their 
readiness  to  drive  him  back ;  and  the  small  sorties  which 
he  made  in  September  and  October  to  amuse  the  people 
with  a  show  of  active  work,  helped  the  German  com- 
manders to  study  the  debatable  ground.  They  may 
thus  have  gained  a  trifling  advantage,  but  they  recognized 
the  difficulties  of  Trochu's  task,  and  thought  that  he 
kept  things  going  on  the  other  side  with  only  too  mneh 
succeSH.  How  the  faces  of  the  Germans  brightened 
when  news  came  of  the  riot  in  the  end  of  October ! 
Here  was  good  ncwa  indeed  !  Trochu  arrested  by  the 
mob  ?  Tbe  Germans  wanted  nothing  better.  As  they 
folt  sure  of  winning  in  the  open  field,  they  were  aa;(ioua 
for  the  mob  to  get  the  upper  hand,  and  come  out  for  a 
final  effort.  Thousands  would  fall  in  vain  attempts  to 
break  the  line  ;  and  when  the  remnant  fled  back  to  Pari^, 
there  would  be  a  panic  in  the  city.  So  thought  the 
besiegers  when  the  besieged  seemed  likely  to  change 
their  tactics.     Trochu's  very  caution  puzzled  Vou  Moltke 
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by  causing  delay.  The  German  was  eager  to  fight  ta 
any  extent ;  bnt  the  Frenchman  was  not  to  be  tempted 
into  rashness.  He  may  have  overdone  his  cantions 
policy.  Time  wiU  show.  Certain  it  is  that  when  he 
mildly  resumed  the  sway  which  the  October  mob  had 
seized,  and  spared  his  opponents'  lives  that  there  might 
be  no  additional  bitterness  in  the  party  strife  of  the  city, 
he  had  every  reason  to  play  a  waiting  game.  The  Army 
of  the  Loire  was  well  nigh  Yeady  to  march ;  and  we  now 
know  that  but  for  the  capitulation  of  Metz,  which  set 
free  so  many  Prussian  troops,  this  Army  of  the  Loire 
would  have  caused  immense  trouble  to  the  besiegers  of 
Paris.  It  is  but  fair  to  Greneral  Trochu  to  remember 
these  things.  He  made  his  sorties  of  November  and 
December  just  in  the  ni6k  of  time  for  meeting  Anrelle 
de  Paladine  had  the  other  fought  his  way  northward. 
Then  there  was  a  pause,  as  was  natural  after  so  severe  a 
check  as  the  French  had  received  to  the  east  of  Paris ; 
and  then,  a  few  days  before  Christmas,  Trochu  made 
another  sortie,  which  suited  well,  in  point  of  time  and 
direction,  with  the  march  of  General  Faidherbe  south- 
ward. There  has  not  since  been  a  chance  for  the 
Parisians  of  doing  much  on  the  offensive,  for  the  attacks 
of  the  German  siege  guns  have  been  incessant,  and  the 
weather  has  been  very  bad  for  taking  the  field.  It 
would  seem,  from  what  has  gone  before,  that  Trochu 
will  act  cautiously  and  coolly  in  his  difficult  task,  pro- 
longing his  defence  to  the  last  possible  moment.  We 
may  calculate  his  prospects  as  those  of  a  tactician  who 
is  slow  but  sure.  He  has  kept  the  Germans  waiting  a 
long  time,  and  he  will  keep  them  waiting  yet  a  little 
longer,  just  because  he  will  not  risk  his  all  upon  a  single 
cast. 

"The  present  combination  of  force  and  famine  is  very 
strong  against  the  city,  and  the  cold  weather  makes 
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the  lot  of  the  people  atill  harder.  They  are  beginning 
to  taste  the  horrors  of  bombardment.  We  learn  by 
newspapers  brought  ont  of  Paris  that  shells  have 
fallen  with  effect  in  the  inhabited  parts,  far  be- 
yond the  mmparts.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  National  Qnard  will  endure  not  only  danger  to 
themselTes,  but  the  destruction  of  their  homes  and 
families.  They  might  shrink  from  such  a  teat  without 
dishonour,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  will.  The 
opinion  of  earnest  and  thoughtiiil  Germans  will  be 
again  at  fault  in  regard  to  this  strange  city,  and 
tie  first  effect  of  a  bombardment  will  be  to  brace  np 
the  French,  as  a  stroke  from  a,  riding  whip  on  the 
face  stiffens  the  resistance  of  on  angry  man.  Not 
until  the  lesson  has  become  really  severe,  and  the 
firat  fierce  cry  of  vengeance  haa  been  drowned  in 
blood  and  teai-a,  mill  the  Parisians  yield  to  force. 
The  more  formidable  foe  is  famine.  Thia  ia  what 
the  besieging  army  may  count  on  in  any  case.  Each 
fresh  attack  is  helped  by  hunger  within  the  walls, 
and  we  can  now  appreciate  the  admirable  skill  with 
which  the  two  means  have  been  worked  up  together 
at  the  end.  Not  a  point  of  advantage  was  lost  in 
the  preparations  for  bombardment,  for  what  mattered 
a  few  days  more  or  leas  when  delay  would  only  bring 
hunger  to  bear  as  well  as  cannon  ? 

There  is  hi^  hope  in  the  German  ranks.  The  wintry 
sunshine  glitters  on  the  snow,  and  the  gunners  can 
take  aim  with  fatal  accor&cy.  Whilst  the  besieged 
suffered  cold  and  hunger,  the  besiegers  are  living  well, 
and  are  keeping  themselves  thoroughly  warm  with  an 
abundance  of  fuel.  From  day  to  day  they  expect  to 
hear  that  Paris  has  sorrandered.  I  find  it  difficult  to 
talk  of  the  immediate  future  without  being  set  down 
as  half-hearted    about    the    siege ;    for  I  am  apt  to 
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mention  February  1  as  a  possible  limit  of  time. 
It  has  been  a  stoiy  of  snch  constant  delaj  hitherto 
that  one  smiles  at  the  hopeful  tone  with  which  '^  to- 
morrow "  is  regarded.  To  say  that  the  French  have 
food  enough  for  a  week  more  makes  the  average 
German  look  grave,  nay  almost  sad;  and  to  hint  at 
any  condition  of  affairs  in  Paris  short  of  anarchy 
produced  by  terror  is  evidently  thought  quite  unkind. 
The  GFerman  soldier  is  anxious  to  see  his  work  honour- 
ably finished,  and  to  get  back  to  the  dear  ones  in  the 
Fatherland.  The  German  trader  is  anxious 'to  reap 
a  rich  harvest  by  spoiling  the  Egyptians.  Both  are 
weary  of  waiting.  Thus  it  happens  that  we  have  a 
very  limited  horizon.  We  cannot  allow  the  prospect 
to  stretch  out  beyond  a  little  distance  ahead,  and 
now  that  the  end  is  really  near  we  measure  our  hopes 
by  days  instead  of  weeks. 

The  Special  Correspondent  with  the  Army  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony  wrote,  on  the  13th  of  January,  from 
liargency : — 

A  day  of  dense  fog  and  equally  dense  dulness.  From  the 
east  we  hear  the  lazy  thud  of  a  big  gun  now  and  then, 
fired,  I  suppose,  in  protest  of  tetal  inactivity.  Some- 
times there  comes  a  faint  sough  from  the  south,  that 
might  be  a  cartload  of  stenes  emptied  in  Epinay,  or 
might  be  the  attenuated  noise  of  the  southern  bombard- 
ment. I  have  seen  a  regimental  officer  te-day,  who  left 
Versailles  this  morning,  and  who  brings  the  tattle  and 
gossip  of  the  second  "  Staffel "  of  little  big  men  located 
in  the  H6tel  des  Reservoirs.  He  says,  unofficial  or 
semi-official,  Versailles  is  not  at  all  pleased  with  the 
results  of  the  bombardment,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  and 
especially  is  disgusted  because  some  200  shells,  said  to 
have  been  projected  into  Paris,  have  not  produced  the 
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effect  of  a  capitulation.  I  venture  to  interpret  hie  newa 
according  to  my  own  lights.  I  know  that  what  Mr.  Mer- 
riman  caJIs  the  "  princelets  "  did  not  wish  for  the  bom- 
bardment at  all,  and  are  therefore  not  indisposed  to  cry 
it  down.  Now  that  it  has  commenced,  however,  there 
ia  a  not  nnnatnral,  although  very  mistaken,  impulse  to 
weigh  its  effect  against  the  effects  of  former  bombard- 
ments by  German  siege  guns.  "No  fortress  has  stood 
our  breaching  artillety  over  ttree  days  except  Strasburg, 
and  that  for  little  longer," — "  Avron  was  swept  clean 
in  thirty-six  hours." — "We  have  been  pounding  away 
at  these  eastern  forU  now  ever  so  long,  and  for  not 
a  few  days  at  the  southern,  and  yet  who  can  see  tbe 
holes  in  them  that  a  serene  Pumpernickel  coald  walk 
in  at?"  The  worthy  Pumpemickels  of  the  Reservoirs 
forget  what  these  forts  sarroonding  Paris  are.  Avron 
was  a  thing  by  itself;  the  moat  slupendona  blunder  that; 
a  garrison  containing  a  corporal  of  engineers  ever  per- 
petrated. But  Mezieres,  Phalsburg,  Toul,  Verdun, 
Strasbnrg — all  the  sqiiad  of  them,  fell  cither  of  starva- 
tion  or  because  the  population  of  the  towns  around 
which  the  fortifications  were  built  were  being  burnt  and 
bombarded  out,  I  believe,  trusting  to  memory,  that 
Straabnrg  is  the  only  town  in  the  fortifications  of  which 
were  battered  practicable  breaches.  The  forts  round 
Paris  have  no  internal  population ;  no  honsea  to  bo 
burnt ;  no  children  to  be  blown  up  as  they  play  in  the 
gutter ;  no  closure  of  their  supplies  either  of  food  or 
ammunition.  They  have  to  be  battered  to  bits  on  their 
own  merits;  and  you  don't  batter  U>  bits  in  a  day  works 
bnilt  and  protected  as  they  are.  There  seems  no  reason 
that,  bar  assault  and  bar  panic,  the  bombardment 
of  the  Paris  forts  may  not  last  as  long  as  the  food 
inside  Paris.  But  there  is  starvation  and  starvation. 
There  are  few  communities  that  would  not  arrive  ^ 
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the  sooner  at  the  conclusion  that  stairation  pitch  haa  ' 
been  reached  when  a  bombardment  is  going  on  aroiukd 
them,  and  occasionally  into  them,  than  if  hunger  pinched 
them  in  peace?  Why  does  Paris  hold  ont?  Scarcely, 
snrely,  with  the  forlomest  hope  that  it  can  ultimately 
escape  the  doom  of  capitulation ;  but  to  deserve  well  of 
the  country  of  which  it  is  the  capital — to  give  time,  by 
engaging  the  attention  of  so  many  of  the  enemy,  for  the 
provinces  to  resuscitate  themselves— to  earn  for  itself  a 
name  for  enduring  heroism  to  last  unto  all  posterity. 
But  Paris  must  be  all  but  hopeless  for  itself,  and  in 
despair ;  the  strain  is  so  strong  that  sufferers  are  very 
fidn  to  end  it  if  they  can  decently.  And  nobody  can 
deny  that  the  defence  of  Paris,  were  Paris  to  capitulate 
to-morrow,  has  been  one  of  the  grandest  episodes  of 
modern  warfare. 

If  it  is  not  likely  to  be  pleasant  times  for  such  French 
officers  as  have  broken  their  parole  when  recaught  by 
the  Germans,  I  think  I  would  rather  be  in  their  plight 
than  in  that  of  the  French  officers  who  have  deserted  to 
the  enemy,  and  who  may  be  given  up  or  retaken.  A 
message  was  sent  to  St.  Denis  to  acquaint  the  French 
chiefs  with  the  fact  of  the  apprehension  of  the  three 
deserting  officers  of  whom  I  have  already  written. 
Trochu  sent  back  a  grim  and  curt  message : — ''  I  am 
already  acquainted  with  the  disgraceftd  fact,  and  it 
would  be  a  great  kindness  if  you  sent  the  scoundrels 
back  into  Paris,  or,  if  there  are  obstacles  to  that,  if  you 
would  yourselves  shoot  them." 

The  chateau  of  Yillantaneuse  has  been  occupied  by  Francs- 
tireurs  instead  of  the  Christian  Linesmen  who  were  in  it, 
and  the  former  lively  gentlemen  are  keeping  the  fore- 
posts  on  our  front  on  the  alert  during  the  night.  There 
is  no  more  fraternizing  now,  no  more  interchange  of 
field  flasks  or  donations  of  sausage.     These  Francs- 
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tirenrs  "prowl  about"  as  cnnningly  as  if  they  wore  in 
New  Bond  Street,  and  take  pot-sboU  at  sentries  in  the 
most  Tinciviiized  maimer.  In  consequence  they  are  not 
popular  on  the  foreposta. 

I  am  BOrry  to  say  drunkenneBa  is  on  the  increase  in  the 
German  army  besieging  Paris.  In  the  active  campaign 
preceding  the  eiege  you  would  hardly  ever  see  a  man 
drunk  ;  now  hiccoughing  gentlemen  making  ib  staggering 
exit  Irom  the  shop  tenanted  by  a  marhetender  are  &r 
from  uncommon.  There  isi  more  than  cause  for  this. 
The  men  in  a  siege  get  inexpressibly  ennuyi,  and  some- 
body has  said  that  the  climax  of  ennui  is  delirium 
tremens  or  suicide.  Perhaps  even  a  stronger  cause  is 
the  want  of  beer,  and  the  consequent  necessity,  if  a 
man  drinks  at  all,  to  take  glass  after  glass  of  mm, 
schnapps,  or  arrack.  If  yon  give  a  Gernmn  plen^  of 
beer,  yon  seldom  see  him  actively  dnink.  He  may  be 
passively  mnizy  ;  but  with  thirty  or  forty  glasses  inside 
him,  he  will  go  through  his  facings  so  as  to  satisly  the 
sharpest  sergeant  in  the  service.  But  spirits  double  him, 
unless  he  be  an  East  Prussian,  or  a  Pole.  The  former 
can  take  a  stint  abont  equal,  I  reckon,  to  a  seasoned 
Scotch  Highlander  ;  the  latter  reckon  brandy  no  more 
than  water.  I  marched,  somo  three  months  ago,  fortyo 
days  with  a  company  of  the  63rd  Regiment  of  Von 
Turapling's  Army  Corps.  They  were  all  Poles  ;  half  of 
them  spoke  no  intelligible  German,  and  the  raw  spirits 
that  they  put  cat  of  sight,  without  so  mnch  as  winking, 
Btmck  me  with  abject  amazement.  Wo  have  little  or  no 
beer  aroimd  Paris.  A  beer-lover  myself,  I  know  all  the 
"  sore  finds  "  on  the  northern  and  eastern  aides.  And 
they  do  not  number  half  a  dozen.  Now  and  then  a  few 
stray  casks  come  to  what  may  be  called  the  out-quarters 
of  beer.     Yesterday,  in  this  village,  1  saw,  on  a  mar- 
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ketender*s  shutter,  the  label,  '*  Bier ! "  conspicuously 
displayed.  This  was  in  the  morning ;  in  the  afternoon 
the  ticket  had  disappeared ;  the  beer  was  drunk  out,  and 
disappointed  men,  who  had  come  in  from  the  neighbour- 
hood on  the  strength  of  the  winged  report,  were  turning 
away  muttering  speeches  the  reverse  of  soft. 

Jan.  14. — That  comical  major  of  Mobiles,  who,  when  he 
was  surprised  at  his  dinner  after  dark  in  Yille  Evrart, 
grumbled  most  furiously  that  such  tactics  were  in  viola- 
tion of  civilized  warfare,  and  that  there  was  a  tacit 
understanding  that  after  sundown  fighting  should  cease, 
expressed,  I  take  it,  pretty  closely  the  general  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  defenders  of  Paris.  They  have  not 
even  elected  to  take  advantage  of  fogs.  Nay,  Trochu 
has  referred  to  fogs  as  standing  in  the  way  of  his  exer- 
tions, although  most;  men  would  be  inclined  to  think  a 
fog  was  just  the  thing  he  would  fervently  pray  for. 

But  last  night  witnessed  the  double  revolution.  Last 
night — to  make  a  bull — the  moon  did  not  rise  till  the 
morning ;  last  night  was  as  dark  as  a  wolfs  mouth,  and 
the  fog  besides  was  so  thick,  that  in  getting  along  you 
had  almost  to  lean  against  it  and  press  it  out  of  your 
path.     Last  night,  just  after  ten,  I  was  quitting  the  field- 

tost  office  in  Margency,  when  I  heard  a  sudden  burst  of 
eavy  and  close  firing.  As  I  stood  listening,  report  aft;er 
report  came  up  the  valley,  that  could  only  proceed  from 
the  big  throats  of  the  guns  of  the  forts  of  St.  Denis. 
Then  there  was  a  spurt  of  faint  musketry  fire,  then  a 
louder  burst ;  the  din  between  artillery  and  musketry 
gradually  becoming  continuous.  It  happened  that  in 
the  afternoon  I  had  been  having  a  discussion  with  a 
stafiT-officer  as  to  the  likelihood  of  a  sortie  out  of  St. 
Denis,  either  towards  Stains,  Pierrefitte,  or  towards 
Epinay  and  Enghien.  He  took  the  view  that  the  French^ 
>t  being  rank  maniacs,  would  make  no  such  attempt ; 
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I  contended  that  a  sortie  in  tmy  direction  being  now  an 
indication  of  mania,  if  serionsly  expected  to  sncceed, 
there  was,  to  the  perception  of  the  besieged,  rather  lesa 
insanity  in  coming  out  in  this  direction  than  any  other. 
Was  this  sudden  firing,  I  asked  myself,  my  triumph 
over  my  friend  of  the  staff?  It  looked  very  like  it  from 
where  I  stood ;  bot  Margency  is  a  deceptive  place  as 
regards  sounds.  So  I  took  to  the  outside  of  my  para- 
gon of  cobby  screws,  and  trotted  off  to  Montmorency 
as  fast  08  I  conld. 

Montmorency  was  "  alarmed,"  bnt  not  turned  out.  The 
opinion  of  those  I  spoke  to  there  was  that  Stains  and 
Dugny  were  the  objects  of  the  attack,  the  noise  of 
which  was  swelling  louder  and  louder.  There  was  no 
guide  by  eyesight.  The  fog  waa  so  dense  that  one  could 
not  hace  seen  a  shell  burst  100  yards  in  front  of  him. 
Anyhow,  whatever  was  going  on  was  farther  east  than 
Montmorency,  and  the  great  guns  of  the  St.  Denis 
were  in  fall  swing.  The  way  to  Stains,  if  a  man  has 
any  reasonable  desire  to  get  there  wboie,  when  the  forts 
are  firing,  is  to  go  to  Amouvillo  and  bend  backward 
again  by  the  road  leading  throagh  Stains  in  t«  Paris. 
When  I  got  to  Arcou\-ilIe  I  bad,  therefore,  overshot 
Stains,  and  still  the  noise  of  the  musketry  was  south, 
a  little  east.  It  was  not  Dugny ;  that  was  too  near. 
Was  it  possible  that  it  conld  be  that  unfortunate  Le 
Bourget  again  in  trouble  ?  A  passing  orderly  from 
Gonesso  gave  mo  the  "  office "  opportunely.  It  waB 
Le  Bourget,  and  the  French  out  of  Drancy  had  been 
pitching  into  it  over  since  ten  o'clock — it  waa  now 
eleven.  He  did  not  know  the  dimensions  of  the  attack, 
but  judged  it  to  be  considerable  from  the  noise  it  made. 
Well,  I  had  ears  of  my  own.  "  Waa  he  carrying  the  . 
alarm  ?  "  "  Nay,  Gott  bewnbr !  "  and  he  jogged  on  con- 
tentedly.    I   made  the  near  cut  through  Dugny,  and 
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got  into  Le  Bonrget  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock.  I 
cannot  say  it  was  a  strange  scene,  for  yon  could  see 
liardly  anything ;  but  there  was  sufficient  to  engross 
other  senses.  Behind  walls  and  in  the  shelter  of  the 
courtyards  and  their  entrances  stood  the  men  of  the 
1st  Battalion  of  the  Queen  Augusta  Regiment,  which 
had  just  been  hurried  up  firom  Pont  Iblon.  They  were 
in  reserve,  for  they  were  not  wanted.  Shells  were  crash- 
ing in  the  already  smashed  and  battered  houses,  and  the 
rattle  of  musketry  was  incessant  from  the  end  of  the 
village.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  old  bone  of 
contention,  the  railway  station  outside  the  village,  and 
close  to  the  Lille  road,  was  what  was  being  fought  for, 
and  cautiously  adventured  in  that  direction,  intending 
to  go  as  far  as  the  barricade  across  the  road.  In  the 
darkness  I  ran  up  against  an  officer  standing  out  in  the 
open  coolly  smoking  a  cigar.  The  officer  was  Major  von 
Thummel,  commanding  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  Queen 
Elizabeths,  which  formed  the  garrison  of  Le  Bourget 
for  the  night.  But  there  was  no  fighting  for  the 
railway  station,  for  the  unanswerable  reason,  as  the 
Major  explained,  that  no  railway  station  exists  now.  It 
was  pounded  to  splinters  in  December,  and  no  longer 
affording  any  coyer,  the  Guards  utterly  demolished  it, 

' .  and  used  the  available  wood  to  make  their  fires  where- 
withal. The  Queen  Elizabeths  thus  held  the  barricades 
on  the  roads,  three  of  which  diverge  near  the  Paris  end 
of  the  village,  certain  loopholed  shelter  afforded  by 
garden  walls  and  sundry  detached  houses  of  great 
strength,  which  form  a  kind  of  suburb  on  the  Paris 
side  of  the  little  brook  Molleret,  which  passes  through 
the  village  at  right  angles  to  its  principal  and  indeed 
only  street.  They  were  mostly  concentrated  in  these ; 
one  company,  however,  being  in  the  houses  farther  back, 
to  keep  up  the  communication  with  the  Augustas.     Tha 


outermost  posts  were  beld  by  a  company  of  the  Guard 
ScfaiitKen  Begiment,  these  extending  away  in  exposed 
field-watches  on  the  margin  of  the  MoUeret,  to  the  left 
of  Le  Bonrgct,  as  one  looks  towards  Paris. 

There  was  a  lull  in  the  firing  presently,  as  regards  musketry 
at  least,  and  so  Major  Thutnmel  condescended  to  enter 
the  doorway  wherein  I  prowled,  and  give  me  the  history 
of  the  evening.  It  was  not  very  eventful  after  all.  Our 
outposts,  it  seems,  aa  early  as  eight  o'clock,  ha*l  heard 
significant  sounds  in  Drancy,  which  the  Frenoh  still 
obstinately  refused  to  vaciLte.  There  were  bugle  calls 
and  the  tread  of  mustering  men,  and  (so  near  are  the 
positions)  there  could  be  heard  also  the  tramp  of  men 
being  marched  across  from  Coomeuve  into  Drancy.  I 
must  tell  you,  by  the  way,  that  this  space,  naturally  a 
level  plain  almost  bare  of  houses,  has  been  fiirrowed  by 
the  French  with  three  successive  continuous  lines  of 
entreuchments.  One  interpretation  is  that  tbey  have  so 
far  sapped  up  towards  Le  Bourget;  another  is,  that  they 
have  thus  triplicated  the  defences  of  a  tract  they  had 
judged  to  be  exposed.  Anyhow,  the  farther  parallel 
touches  with  its  left  the  Coumeuve  road  at  a  point  in 
advance  of  that  village ;  comes  with  a  slight  sweep 
to  the  Lille  road  at  a  place  where  there  are  two  or  three 
houses ;  and  ia  continued  with  a  little  more  bend  to  the 
end  of  Drancy  nearest  Le  Bourget.  The  second  line  has 
its  left  ou  Coumeuve  itself,  and  its  right  on  the  farm  of 
Drancy,  in  the  rear  of  the  village  of  the  same  name. 
The  repiie  line  is  the  road  from  Conmenvo  to  Baubiguy. 
It  was  insido  one  of  these  lines  that  our  foreposts  heard 
the  Frenchmen  coming  over  into  Drancy,  to  act  as 
supports  probably.  A  little  before  ten  the  guns — first 
of  Aubervilliers,  then  of  de  I'Est,  dn  Nord,  and,  last  of 
all,  of  Bomanville — began  to  shell  Le  Bourget  fnriously. 
Then  two  field  batteries  in  the  fii-st  Trench  line  between 
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the  Lille  road  and  Drancy  got  to  work,  and  suddenly, 
jnst  after  nine,  came  a  splash  of  mnsketiy  fire  ont  of  the 
thick  mist  and  darkness.  The  Queen  Elizabeths  knew 
what  was  coming.  Their  patrols  had  been  out  feeling 
the  interval  between  Le  Bourget  and  Drancy,  and  the 
advance  of  a  strong  body  of  French  troops  had  been 
notified.  Every  man  was  under  cover ;  every  man  had 
finger  on  trigger,  and  muzzle  out  to  the  front.  Bo  when 
the  French  fire  came,  the  Elizabeths  gave  it  back  steadily 
and  with  interest ;  not  acting  so  foolishly  as  to  rush  out 
to  close  quarters  in  the  open,  but  lying  snugly  behind 
their  stout  barricades  and  the  strong  walls  of  the  houses, 
and  firing  in  the  direction  whence  came  the  French  fire. 
It  seems  no  Frenchmen  were  visible.  They  were  within 
a  hundred  yards,  but  they  came  no  farther.  After  firing 
they  stood  for  a  while,  then  gave  ground  and  fell  back 
towards  Drancy.  Yet  again,  about  eleven,  they  had  coma 
on,  much  the  same  features  characterizing  this  attempt 
as  the  last.  And  now  had  they  got  enough,  did  I  think? 
asked  the  Major ;  or  did  I  think  they  were  gluttons,  and 
would  come  at  it  once  more  ? 

They  answered  his  question,  not  I.  Just  as  he  spoke  came 
the  "Steady,  men!"  from  the  oflBcer  by  the  barricade. 
There  was  a  dull  sound  of  tramping,  sharpened  by  a  few 
isolated  shouts,  and  then  a  confused  belch  of  musketry 
fire.  I  heard  the  officer  by  the  barricades  order^ 
**SchneUJeur!^^  and  Bchnell  was,  beyond  a  doubt,  that 

'  sameyJwr.  Nor  were  the  French  behindhand  in  their 
reply.  One  could  hear  the  bullets  pattering  on  the  walls 
on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  as  if  the  fog  had  burst  out 
into  big  hailstones.  This  steady  firing  lasted  for  some 
five  minutes,  then  the  French  musketry  fell  away.  In 
the  comparative  silence  from  the  front  there  were  audible 
easily  the  shouts  of  the  officers,  "  En  avant! "  "  En  avantV^ 
One  officer — judging  by  the  direction  whence  came  the 


EN  AVANT,   MES  ENPANTSt 


273 


firing,  lie  must  have  commanded  the  right — had  a  very 
Ghrill  voice,  and  as  he  screamed  rather  than  shonted,  a 
wretched  dog  close  by  begun  to  bark  in  opposition ; 
whereat  the  Qaeen  Elizabeths  laughed  consumedly  be- 
hind their  cover.  Another  officer — how  I  pitied  the 
gallant  fellows  ! — ranged  from  wrath  to  Borrow  in  his 
desperate  efforts  to  make  his  men  charge.  ''En  avant," 
he  began,  and  repeated  once  or  twice.  "  Saeri  nont  de 
Dieu,  en  avant,  eanailte  I  "  and  then  he  was  ever  so  much 
nearer  us,  and  must  have  dashed  oat  to  the  front  alone. 
"Pout  ramour  de  Dieu  en  aeanl,  me»  enfant*  !  "  Bnt  the 
enfaats  didn't  Bee  it.  Indeed  they  did  not  see  the 
plea£nre  of  staying  where  they  were.  I  heard  no  com- 
mand of  retreat  given,  bnt  the  firing  dropped  away  to  a 
distance,  and  intermittingly,  and  then  cea§ed  altogether. 
At  a  quarter  to  one  there  was  an  advance  on  the  other 
aide  from  Coumeuve,  but  enfiladed  in  the  way  aa  the 
troops  composing  it  were  by  the  guard  field-watches  on 
the  Dttgny  road ;  they  never  got  so  close  as  the  assailants 
from  Drancy,  nor  did  they  hold  their  ground  so  etub- 
bomly.  Till  three  o'clock  the  forts  continued  their 
fire,  then  all  was  silent  again.  And  so  ended  this 
sortie — if  you  can  call  it  a  sortie — against  Le  Bourget. 
Oennan  loss :  one  man  of  the  Queen  Augustas,  two  of 
the  Queen  Elizabeths  severely  wounded.  The  Augusta 
man  has  his  shoulder  smashed  by  a  shell ;  three  men  of 
the  Queen  Elizabeths  ahghtly  wounded.  No  officer 
touched,  Have  I  wasted  your  space— taken  up  a 
column  and  more  with  a  trumpery  afl'oir  in  which  one 
side  had  not  a  single  man  killed  ?  But  surely  there 
must  have  been  ever  so  many  Frenchmen  killed  and 
wounded  ?  yon  suggest.  Perhaps  there  were — indeed, 
I  don't  see  how  it  is  possible  that  they  should  not  have 
Boffered  considerably.  But  they  left  nothing  behind 
them,  except  here  and  there  a  red  patch  of  blood  on  the 
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Bnow-covered  groiiad.  Patrols  of  tho  guards  were  beat- 
ing the  front  all  uigbt,  as  well  to  ensuro  Becarity  as  to 
pick  up  any  wonniied  men  they  might  fall  in  with. 
They  fonnd  none,  TLe  French  had  carried  off  their 
dead  and  wounded. 

Jan.  16, — I  have  heard  many  expressions  of  pain  and  indig- 
nation here  ou  account  of  the  utterly  gratuitous  falsehood 
put  in  circulation  by  the  Wiener  Fremdenblall,  to  the 
effect  that  disagreements  have  occurred  between  the  King 
of  Prussia  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sazony,  and  that  the 
King  of  Saxony  is  coming  to  Versailles  with  the  design 
of  soldering  up  the  unpleasantness.  I  don't  wonder  at 
these  expressions,  although  the  falsehood  is  too  apparent 
to  merit  anything  but  contempt.  There  has  never  been 
anything  but  the  utmost  cordiality  between  YersailleSH 
and  Margency,  and  nobody  can  live  long  in  familiar  reUh-  * 
tions  with  the  latter  head-quarters  without  becoming 
aware  how  genuine  and  hearty  is  this  cordiality  as  re- 
gards the  chiefs  of  the  MaR,s  army,  and— judging  from 
every  appearance^how  reciprocal  is  the  good  feeling. 
Ever  since  I  became  acquainted  with  the  composition  of 
this  head-quarters'  staff,  I  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  reaUy 
valuable  and  saccessfiil  auxiliary  in  the  actual  and  virtual 
unification  of  Germany.  Here  we  have  Saxon  officers, 
Wiirteraberger  officers,  Prussian  officers,  officers  of  the 
lato  Hanoverian  army,  all  working  together  in  the  most 
enthuMiastio  and  genial  manner,  living  together  in  the 
same  quarters,  ossoeiating  round  the  same  board,  taking 
their  daily  rides  together,  and,  in  fine,  blending  so 
thoroughly,  that  the  differences,  of  what  can  scarcely 
with  truth  be  called  diverse  nationality,  are  utterly  in- 
visible. The  same  thorough  blending  is  apparent  right 
down  the  ladder  till  yon  come  to  the  private  soldiers ; 
among  whom  it  is  as  marked  as  higher  up.  SaxoiiB, 
goardameD,   and   Wiirtembergers,   have   stood    to   one 


'   Xtt.]  THE  CROWN  FRUfCE  OF  SAXONT.  275 

another  like  men — like  Germnn* — in  more  than  two  or 
three  bloody  tnsales  with  the  common  enemy.  Tlioy 
have  shared  the  same  bivouac ;  drank  out  of  the  saiae 
bottle  ;  and  they  are,  in  the  words  of  the  old  song, 
"brethren  all."  A  large  share  of  this  thorough  blend- 
iog  ihat  hae  welded  the  Maas  army  into  a  consistent 
whole,  from  the  staff  to  the  field-watch,  is  duo  to  the 
personal  influence  and  personal  attributes  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony  himself — the  commander  of  that  army 
ever  since  it  ■was  first  formed.  The  soldiers,  who  are  tho 
subjects  of  his  father,  speak  of  their  Prince  with  a  per- 
sonal love  and  admiration  which  is  right  pleasant  to 
listen  to.  "  He  is  a  gallant  soldier  and  a  true  man," 
said  to  me  that  wooden  nuder-officer  Schuliz,  his 
woodennesB  disappearing'  for  the  moment  when  ho 
came  to  talk  of  his  Prince.  And  Prince  Albert  haa 
likewise  won  the  personal  liking  and  respect  of  the 
whole  of  hia  army,  beaides  that  portion  of  it  that 
comes  out  of  Saxony  proper.  The  esplanation  is  simple 
enough.  He  ia  a  plain,  frank,  manly  soldier;  too  fear- 
less for  the  heir-apparent  to  a  kingdom ;  utterly  un- 
skilled in  Machiavellianism,  and,  likely  enough,  quite 
blind  to  the  advantages  it  may  poaseas.  Hia  metier  is 
to  command  the  Maaa  army,  and  he  does  so  with  credit 
and  distinction.  My  own  estimate  of  bis  soldierly  frank- 
ness and  straightforward ness  of  purpose  carries  me  on 
to  this  conviction — that  if  on  any  point  there  should 
r  occur  any  misunderstanding  between  him  and 
those  at  Versailles,  he  is  just  the  man  to  get  into  hia 
little  oak-painted  carriage,  start  off  for  Versailles  without 
n  escort— there  never  was  a  more  unasanming  Prince 
1  such  respects  as  these — drop  into  the  Prefecture, 
have  a  quiet  talk  over  the  troable  with  the  King — who 
a  man  of  much  the  same  etraightlbrward  aoldierly 
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fype  as  himself — ^put  eyerytliiiig  straiglit  bj  that  g^reot 
institutiony  "  word  of  month,"  and  drive  back  again  to 
dinner  here,  nobody  a  whit  the  wiser ;  except,  perhaps, 
his  sagacions  chief  of  the  staff,  General  yon  Schlottheixn. 
Bnt  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  conceive  how  &  conjuncture 
demanding  any  snch  visit  can  arise;  And  of  this  all 
may  be  certain,  that  the  good  understanding  between 
Margency  and  Versailles  has  never  been  raffled  by  the 
most  trivial  difficulty. 

A  casual  but  wonderfully  opportune  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  what  is  above  written  has  occurred  since  the  para- 
graph was  penned.  There  have  been  here  a  detachment 
of  the  staff  officials,  to  make  quarters  in  this  chUtean 
for  the  deputation  from  the  army  which  is  to  visit  Ver- 
sailles for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  prayer  of  the 
Beichstag,  that  King  William  shall  accept  the  Imperial 
crown  of  Germany.  The  head-quarters  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Saxony  has  been  fixed  upon  as  the  rendezvous ; 
and  hither  to-night  come  representatives  of  all  grades  from 
every  German  army  in  France.  Here  are  the  numbers : 
sixteen  officers,  twenty-six  under-officers,  and  thirty-six 
honest  men  of  the  rank  and  file.  My  ''  humble  roof"  is 
called  upon  to  afford  accommodation  for  the  sixteen 
officers,  who  have  not  yet  turned  up.  I  hear  there  are 
generals  among  them.  It  is  a  little  curious  how  thus 
fortuitously  I  should  come  into  close  contact  with  the 
military  deputation  after  having  casually  hit  upon  the 
civil  one  at  Lagny,  in  its  way  home  from  Versailles. 
Monsieur  Bourgeois,  at  the  comer,  has  some  very  good 
cognac;  and  among  Madame  Sapey's  goods  and  chattels, 
of  which  I  am  the  present  beneficiary  holder,  is  a  jolly 
big  punch-bowl.  I  have  what  the  Irish  call  the  *'  mate- 
rials" in  readiness  for  the  advent  of  the  deputation 
after  a  cold  and  wet  ride ;  and  it  shall  not  be  my  fiinlt 
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if  we  do  not  malco  a  night  of  it,  and  drink  right  heartily 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  I  believe  the  deputation 
is  to  wait  on  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony  to-morrow 
morning  to  receive  his  formal  and  cordial  congratulations 
aa  to  the  object  of  their  mission  ;  after  which  they  will 
proceed  direct  to  Versailles. 


WAR  COSMESPOSDBNCB. 


CHAPTER  XX 

While  &  supreme  hamaii  interest  most  be  acknowledged 
to  BmrooDd  the  circle  withia  which,  at  the  begimiing  of 
the  New  Tear,  two  millions  of  people  were  saffering  the 
heart- sickness  of  hope  deferred,  it  was  then  obTioos  to  all 
impartial  observers,  if  not  to  the  Parisians  tbemselTee,  that 
their  fate  would  be  decided  elsewhere  than  nnder  the  walls 
of  their  city.  Early  in  January  that  indefatigable  Minister 
of  War,  M.  Gambetta,  set  no  fewer  than  three  great  armies 
in  motion  for  the  deliverance  of  Paris  by  direct  or  indirect 
means.  General  Paidherbe,  from  whom  probably  least  wna 
expected,  could,  at  any  rate,  mancenTre  between  the 
northern  qoadrilateral  and  Paris,  and  divert  &om  Airas  or 
St.  Qnentin  the  troops  which  might  otherwise  be  employed 
against  Dncrot  or  Yinoy.  General  Bonrbaki  was  seiit 
from  Bonrges  to  the  east  of  France  to  raise  the  si^e  of 
Belfort,  drive  the  besiegers  back  into  the  Bhine  ralley, 
and  then  advance  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Yosgea,  to 
destroy  the  m^n  line  of  the  German  commnnications. 
But  the  most  importuit  task  was  reserved  for  General 
Chanzy,  in  whom  M.  Gambetta  believed  he  had  found  one 
of  those  rare  commanders  raised  up  at  great  conjunctures 
to  chastise  the  insolence  of  success  and  save  his  coimtry. 
We  have  seen  that  on  the  21st  of  December  General  Ghan^ 
had  regained  Le  Mans.  The  accounts  transmitted  from  his 
head-quarters  between  that  date  and  Christmaa  made  the 


public  wonder  how  it  had  been  possible  for  bim  to  deliver 
the  battles  which  he  had  fought  almost  incessantly  since 
the  4th  of  December.  His  men  were  shoeless  and  ragged, 
and  many  of  them  had  lost  all  military  sentiment.  When 
the  time  came  Bit  which  the  truth  might  be  told  without 
prejudice  to  tlie  cause  of  France,  General  Chanzy  magnani- 
mously repudiated  the  eiaggerated  terms  in  which  M. 
Gambetta  had  thought  it  politic  to  describe  bis  achieve- 
ments i  butthe  more  the  truth  is  known  about  the  material, 
the  equipment,  and  the  anpply  of  his  army  daring  the  first 
fortnight  of  December,  the  more  credit  will  be  given  to  its 
commander  for  the  results  which  be  was  able  to  obtain 
with  snch  an  instrument.  The  Special  Correspondent  at 
the  head-quarters  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia,  who 
went  down  to  Corbcil  to  see  the  prisoners  from  the  Army 
of  the  Loire  after  the  battles  before  Orleans,  wrote : — 

The  Germans  speak  of  some  of  the  fighting  they  have  had 
08  very  aevere  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  it  is  like  the  efforts 
of  a  desperate  man,  ignorant  of  fencing,  to  resist  a 
well-trained  antagonist  by  sheer  force  of  will.  The 
MobQea  have  not  been  able  to  deal  with  troops  so  much 
more  skilful  than  themselves.  Why,  take  the  mere 
matter  of  shooting,  and  remember  that  these  Mobiles 
have  been  armed  with  breech-loaders  long  since  their 
training  began,  and  the  training  is  but  a  few  weeks  old. 
Bemember  that  the  Germans  have  been  carefully  taught 
to  fire  to  the  best  advantage  for  years  past.  It  is  a 
cartons  glimpse  of  Mobile  oi^niKation  to  study  the 
views  of  the  prieonera  on  the  reason  of  their  ill-success. 
Host  of  them  attribute  what  has  happened  to  an  utter 
want  of  supplies  at  critical  moments,  and  to  the  igno- 
rance of  the  officers  in  military  affairs.  They  all  declare 
that  these  officers  of  Gardes  Mobiles  did  their  duty 
manfully,  so  far  as  leading  their  men  into  fire  went,  but 
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that  they  conld  not  lead  them  out  of  fire  in  good  order 
when  the  line  fell  back.  That  is  as  much  as  to  say, 
that  the  discipline  was  not  brought  to  a  proper  point. 
The  officers  were  followed  if  they  were  known  and 
liked,  particularly  if  they  hailed  from  the  same  town  or 
village  as  most  of  their  men.  A  stranger  from  another 
regiment,  or,  still  worse,  a  Line  officer  coming  among 
the  Mobiles,  would  scarcely  have  been  listened  to  at  alL 
The  Germans  speak  of  the  French  guns  as  being  well 
served  but  badly  manoeuvred,  and  say  that  a  mnch 
larger  average  of  shells  explode  now  than  formerly. 
The  foreign  rifles  in  the  hands  of  the  French  are  de- 
scribed as  very  effective  arms.  They  have  bonght 
weapons  abroad  quite  as  good  as  their  lost  Chassep6t8, 
and  if  they  only  knew  how  to  use  them,  would  do  great 
execution.  But  the  flre  is  rapid  without  being  suffi- 
ciently superintended  by  the  officers,  and  much  ammuni- 
tion is  thrown  away.  There  is  altogether  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  the  ill-fortune  of  a  newly-organized  force 
opposed  to  skilful  veterans.  But  the  second  capture  of 
Orleans  reads  us  a  lesson  which  cannot  be  too  carefully 
read.  Arming  volunteers  in  haste  with  weapons  that 
are  new  to  them,  calling  out  pensioners  and  militiamen 
to  be  massed  into  an  army  without  sufficient  means  of 
transport  or  sufficient  trained  officers  to  weld  the  mass, 
is  in  France  a  last  desperate  measure.  The  Army  of 
the  Loire  was  brought  into  the  field  because  France  was 
in  extremity.  But  for  us  to  rely  on  beginning  a  war 
with  much  the  same  drawbacks,  would  be  madness. 
Above  all,  we  must  foster  a  military  train  that  shall  be 
capable  of  taking  into  itself  and  regpilating  the  vast 
resources  of  transport  which  we  possess. 

How  the  poor  fellows  who  were  to  re-inforce  Chanzy's 
army,  and  enable  it  to  advance  once  more  against  the 
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tmined  corps  of  Priace  Frederick  ChnrleB,  were  cared  for 
before  they  were  turned  over  to  their  commaDder,  is  Bhown 
in  the  following  letter  from  Bennes,  d&ted  December  30 ; — 

At  the  present  moment  the  Camp  of  Conlie  exists  but  in 
name.  Erer  changing,  modiijing,  Buppressing,  and 
creating,  the  delegation  of  Bordeaux,  hy  the  month  of 
its  effervescent  Minister  of  War,  has  thought  proper  to 
e  the  camp,  after  allowing  eeTeral  millions  of  franoa 
to  be  spent  upon  it  for  defensive  works.  The  troops 
who  are  now  daily  evacnating  Conlie  are  to  be  dispersed, 
we  bear,  among  various  encampments,  to  be  formed  prin- 
cipally in  lUe-et-Yilaine  and  Mayenne.  It  was  lately 
announced  that  many  were  to  be  sent  to  an  encampment 
formed  on  the  Landes  of  Ding^,  not  far  from  Comboni^. 
The  site,  however,  not  being  suitable  for  the  creation  of  ft 
camp,  we  learn  to-day  that  tliie  project  has  been  aban- 
doned. Such  of  the  Mobiles  and  Mobilises  of  Conlie  who 
were  armed,  have  been  sent  to  Le  Mans  to  join  tbe  army  of 
General  Chanzy,  which,  it  would  appear,  is  growing 
more  and  more  formidable  every  day.  Some  of  the 
unarmed  Slobiles  have  been  sent  to  Foageray-LfingOD, 
others,  those  of  Loire-Inferieurc,  have  been  despatched 
to  St.  Malo,  St,  Servan,  and  many  others  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  Landes  of  Ize,  in  the  environs  of  Pertre,  and  no 
great  distance  from  Vitre,  and  to  ChAteaugiron,  Pire, 
and  Janee.  They  will  thus  be  dispersed  all  over  Brit- 
tany. 

Here,  at  Rennes,  we  have  had  continnal  arrivals  and  de- 
partnres,  and  have  yet  many  Mobiles  and  Mobilises  in 
the  town.  The  first  detachment,  which  arrived  about  a 
week  ago,  when  the  t«mperatnre  was  even  colder  than 
it  is  now,  were  received  by  the  military  authorities,  who 
had  been  informed  several  days  beforehand  of  their 
coming,  with  the  most  shameful  neglect  and  inattention. 


282  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  [ohaf. 

They  reached  Kennes  in  the  afternoon,  and  until  late 
at  night  rambled  about  the  streets,  oold  and  hungxy^ 
without  any  quarters  being  assigned  them.  Why  did 
the  aathorities  not  lodge  them  in  the  various  public 
edifices  if  they  had  no  other  quarters  to  give  them? 
Surely  it  would  have  been  better  than  to  have  allowed 
these  fasting  and  frozen  young  fellows  to  sleep  in  the 
streets  on  the  steps  of  the  houses,  and  without  so  much 
as  a  handful  of  straw  to  protect  them  from  the  weailier. 
When  on  the  following  morning  the  inhabitants  of 
Bennes  awoke  they  were  naturally  very  indigpant,  and 
the  local  newspapers  loudly  attacked  the  civil  authorities, 
who,  they  imagined,  were  responsible  for  the  neglect 
with  which  the  Mobiles  had  been  treated.  M.  le  Maire 
forthwith  addressed  a  letter  to  the  various  local  joumalB, 
in  which  he  stated  that  on  hearing  that  the  arrival  of 
some  8,000  or  10,000  Mobiles  was  to  be  expected  in 
Bennes,  the  municipal  administration  immediately  took 
measures  to  secure  barracks,  in  various  large  unoccupied 
buildings,  for  them.  It  appears  that  when  his  arrange- 
ments were  completed,  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
military  authorities,  informing  him  that  measures  had 
been  taken  by  them  for  encamping  the  troops,  and  that 
his  plans  would  not  be  carried  out.  Apparently,  how- 
ever, the  military  administration  never  moved  in  the 
matter.  The  day  following  that  on  which  the  first 
detachment  of  the  Conlie  Mobiles  arrived  here,  a  train 
from  the  camp  brought  in  the  64th  Regiment  of  infan- 
terie  de  tnarche^  composed  of  some  2,500  men.  They 
were  told  to  pitch  their  tents  and  encamp  on  the  JPlace. 
Such  an  order  was  impossible  to  be  executed.  The 
ground  was  frx)zen  so  hard  that  they  could  not  even 
plant  the  tent  poles.  These  poor  soldiers,  frozen  to 
death  and  fatigued  with  a  long  journey  accomplished  in 
trucks,  were  about  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  encamp 


in  despair,  when  many  of  the  inhabitiuitB  of  Rennes, 
who  were  present,  generoual  j  came  forward  and  offered 
lodgings  to  these  nnfortttnate  victims  of  official  neglect. 
Bich  and  poor,  hourgeoU  and  ouvriert,  all  came  forward 
and  offered  one  a  bed,  another  a  seat  by  his  fireaide, 
until  all  these  neglected  soldiers  were  lodged.  In  the 
night  between  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock,  the  3rd  and  4th  Battalions  from  Brest 
were  assembled  at  the  railway  station  at  Conlie,  and  at 
five  in  the  morning  left  for  Rennea  in  cattle-tmtkB.  On 
arriving  at  their  destination,  at  3  A.M.,  they  received 
orders  to  encamp  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  in  the  mud 
and  water,  for  during  the  night  there  had  been  a  general 
thaw.  Both  officers  and  soldiers  declared  that  they 
■would  not  pitch  their  tcnta  and  sleep  in  the  pool — for, 
in  consequence  of  the  thaw,  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  all 
bat  a  sheet  of  water.  All  were  extremely  astoimded 
frith  tlieir  reception.  The  superior  officers  went  and 
complained  to  the  General  commanding  the  subdivision, 
M.  lo  Capitaiue  de  vaisseau  Lafou,  who,  two  hours  later, 
oamB  and  inspected  the  troops,  and  permitted  them  to 
encamp  on  the  boulevards  surronnding  the  Champ  dfi 
liars,  where  they  were  not  much  better  off  than  Iwfore. 
Fresh  detachments  from  Conlie  arrive  here  every  day, 
and  much  the  same  sort  of  thing  as  I  have  jnst  men- 
tioned still  occurs.  To  see  these  brave  young  fellows, 
their  uniforms  in  disorder,  and  covered  with  dirt,  wear- 
ing ponderous  sabots,  wandering  at  hazard  through  the 
streets,  all  apparently  overcome  with  «»nwi,aome  cough- 
ing so  badly  that  they  can  hardly  stand,  is  indeed  a  piti- 
able sight.  Oat  of  these  sinewy  and  robust  young  fellows, 
the  finest  soldiers  in  the  world  might  have  been  formed  ; 
bnt  official  neglect  and  mismanagement  have  so  gene- 
rally debased  them,  that  it  would  be  far  more  prudent 
to  predict  their  utter  ruin  and  incapacity,  than  to  assert 
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that  they  are  capable  of  stLstainiiig  any  serions  engage- 
ment. We  have  had  enongh  now  of  the  levke  &n  nutue^ 
and  the  glorious  souvenirs  of  '92.  M.  G-ambetta,  with 
his  insalubrious  camps  and  idiotic  system  of  herding 
together  unarmed  men  under  the  command  of  intriguing 
generals,  has  simply  ruined  the  constitution  of  many 
thousands,  and  rendered  them  totally  unfit  for  soldiers. 
To  think  that  he  has  decreed  the  formation  of  eleven 
such  camps  as  Conlie,  and  that  at  one  time  he  proposed 
assembling  together  in  the  cold  this  winter — and  doubt- 
less in  inactivity,  as  no  arms  are  to  be  had — all  the 
married  men  of  France ! 

Before  the  old  year  had  expired  it  had  begun  to  be 
remarked  at  Orleans,  where  Prince  Frederick  Charles 
had  his  head-quarters,  that  "mischief  was  brewing.'* 
Reports  reached  the  Prince's  staff  that  the  people  were 
greatly  excited  by  new  expectations,  and  while  the  charac- 
ter of  these  was  being  discussed,  a  kind  of  challenge  from 
General  Ghanzy  to  the  German  army  was  forwarded 
through  the  commandant  of  Vend6me,  who  had  received 
it  under  a  flag  of  truce.  This  communication  was  in 
the  following  terms  : — 

To  the  Prussian  Commandant  at  Vend6me, — I  am  in- 
formed that  violence,  for  which  I  can  find  no  language 
suitable  to  express  my  indignation,  has  been  resorted 
to  by  the  troops  under  your  command  against  an 
innocent  population  of  St.  Calais,  notwithstanding 
their  good  treatment  of  your  sick  and  wounded.  Your 
officers  have  extorted  money  and  authorized  pillage. 
This  is  an  abuse  of  power  which  will  weigh  upon  your 
conscience,  though  patriotism  may  enable  our  country- 
men to  bear  it.  But  it  cannot  be  permitted  that  you 
should  add  to  this  injury  a  gratuitous  insult.  You 
have    alleged  that  we  are  defeated.     This    is    false. 
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We  have  fought  and  held  j-on  in  check  since  the 
4th  of  December.  Ton  have  dared  to  treat  as 
cowards  men  who  could  not  answer  yon,  pretending 
that  they  sabmitted  to  the  will  of  the  Government 
of  National  Defence  in  resisting  when  they  really 
wished  for  peace.  I  am  joBtified  in  protesting  against 
thia  Btatement  by  the  rflsistance  of  the  whole  of  France, 
and  hy  the  resistance  of  the  army,  which  up  to  the 
present  time  yon  have  not  been  able  to  conquer.  We 
re-assert  what  oar  straggle  has  already  tanght  you; 
we  shall  struggle  on,  codscIoub  of  our  good  right,  and 
determined  to  trinmph  at  any  cost.  We  shall  struggle 
on  a  outranee,  without  tmco  or  mercy.  It  ia  now  no 
longer  a  question  of  fighting  gainst  a  loyal  enemy, 
but  against  devastating  hordes,  whose  sole  object  is 
the  min  and  humiliation  of  a  nation  fighting  for  the 
preservation  of  its  honour,  its  independence,  and  the 
maintenance  of  its  rank. 

Tou  reply  to  the  generosity  with  which  we  treat  your 
prisoners  and  wounded  by  insolence,  by  arson,  and 
by  pillage.  I  protest  with  indignation,  in  the  name 
of  humanity  and  the  law  of  nations,  which  yon  trample 
nnder  foot. 

The  Prince  was  informed  that  this  protest  had  b^en 
read  three  times  to  the  French  troops  on  parade,  by 
order  of  General  Chanzy.  It  was  inferred  from  these 
facta  and  reports  that  with  aid  from  the  west,  and 
perhaps  irom  the  south,  Chanzy  was  about  to  commence 
some  new  movement  for  the  relief  of  Paris,  and,  severe 
as  the  weather  was,  it  was  resolved  to  march  out  and 
n,  Accordingly  dispositions  were  made  for  a 
gradual  concentration  towards  VendBme,  and  for  the 
first  three  days  of  the  new  year  the  roads  from  Orleana 
leading  in  that  direction  were  covered,  as    far  as  the 
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eye  could  see,  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  train.  Tho 
lOth  German  Corps  guarded  the  advanced  positions  on 
the  Loir,  occupying  Blois  and  Vend6me,  and  the  country 
between.  Von  der  Tann's  Bavarians  were  resting  near 
Orleans.  The  9th  Corps  held  Orleans  with  detachments 
before  it  and  higher  up  the  Loire.  The  3rd  Corps  were 
higher  up  the  river  towards  Gien.  It  was  intended  that 
these  various  corps  should  advance  by  different  roads 
towards  the  line  of  the  Loir,  drive  back  the  French 
before  Vendome,  find  out  the  army  of  Chanzy,  overthrow 
it,  and  taking  Le  Mans,  destroy  all  hope  of  the  relief  of 
Paris  by  the  troops  of  the  West.  The  18th  Division  (9th 
Corps)  was  to  reach  the  Loir  at  Mor^e,  and  having  cleared 
the  way,  prepare  to  act  as  a  reserve.  The  3rd  Corps  were 
to  cross  the  river  near  Vend6me,  while  the  10th  were  to 
march  to  La  Chartre,  and  be  ready  to  turn  Chanzy*s  right, 
and  then  join  the  other  corps  in  the  battle  before  Le  Mans. 
The  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  who  was  at  Chartres,  was 
to  advance  and  drive  in  Chanzy's  left.  Duke  William 
of  Mecklenburg,  with  the  6th  Cavalry  Division,  was  to 
keep  the  left  of  the  Prince's  forces;  the  2nd  Cavalry 
Division  was  to  maintain  the  communication  between  the 
9th  Corps,  which  formed  the  Prince's  right,  and  the  left 
of  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg's  army.  The  4th  Cavalry 
Division  was  to  protect  the  Gband  Duke's  right,  and  the  5th 
waste  keep  watch  in  the  country  north  of  his  line  of  march. 

On  the  4th  of  January  Prince  Frederick  Charles  moved 
his  *  head-quarters  to  Beaugency,  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Mecklenburg  being  still  at  Chartres.  The  3rd  Corps 
was  by  that  time  concentrated  at  and  around  Marchenoir ; 
the  18th  Division  was  near  Orleans,  the  19th  at  Blois,  and 
the  20th  at  Vend6me. 

On  the  5th  the  Prince  moved  to  Oucques ;  the  3rd  Corps 
having  their  head-quarters  in  the  same  place.  The  18th 
Division  moved  up  from  Orleans  to  Ouzouer-le-Marche, 
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and  took  its  place  on  the  riglit  of  the  force  trader  the 
immediate  command  of  the  Prince.  The  20th  was  still 
before  Vendome,  skirmishing  with  General  Chanzy'e  ad- 
vanced posts,  and  the  19th  moved  np  from  Bloia  towards 
The  Grand  Dnke  advanced  from  Chartrea 
Bonthwards  to  Bliera, 

On  the  6th  Prince  Frederick  Charles  marched  from 
Oucqnes  to  Vendflme,  jnst  on  the  other  side  of  which  the 
lOth  Corps  was  eerioaaly  engag'ed  with  the  French  before 
the  Forest  of  Vendome,  supported  by  the  3rd  Corps, 
which  had  advanced  that  day  from  Marchenoir.  The  oppo- 
aition  was  greater  than  the  Q-ermanH  had  expected,  the 
French  fighting  better  than  nanal.  The  fire  of  musketry 
was  hot  in  the  front,  bat  the  Germans — Hanoverians  and 
Brandenburgera  —  pressed  on,  until  their  artillery  and 
needle-guns  had  borne  down  all  opposition,  and  their 
leading  division  had  reached  a  rivnlet  between  Azay  and 
Villiers.  On  the  right,  the  I8th  Division  had  reached  Moree, 
on  the  Loir,  north  of  Vendome.  While  this  engagement 
was  going  on,  Doke  William  of  Mecklenbnrg  fell  in  with 
considerable  forces  of  the  Fi-each  on  the  left,  near  Viller- 
porcher,  and  was  nnable  to  proceed.  This  obstruction 
made  it  necessary  to  Bend  General  Hartmann,  with  a 
cavalry  division  and  a  brigade  of  infantry  from  the  10th 
Corps,  in  the  direction  of  St.  Amand,  whereupon  the 
French  troops  in  that  quarter  fell  back  towards  Tours,  and 
were  transported  by  rail  tray  to  Le  Mans,  On  the  same  day 
the  Grand  Duke  marched  with  the  17th  Division  to  Bron, 
the  22nd  advancing  to  La  Loupe  and  La  Fourche. 

On  the  7th  the  weather  changed  from  froat  to  thaw, 
and  a  mist  made  it  necessarj  for  the  Germans  to  ad- 
vance with  caution.  The  10th  Corps  remained  atationaiy 
until  the  attack  on  Doke  Willinm  had  been  repulsed,  bnt 
the  5th  and  6th  and  18th  Divisions  advanced  steadily, 
occasionally  coming  in  contact  with  the  rear-gnards  of  the 
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Frencli  columns.  By  nightfall  the  two  first  of  the  three 
Diyisions  had  reached  the  line  of  the  Braje,  at  Savignj  and 
Sarge,  and  the  last  was  at  Epinaj.  The  Gband  Duke  of 
Mecklenhnrg  moved  his  head-quarters  to  Beaumont-les- 
Autels,  the  17th  Division  being  at  Authon,  and  the  22]Ldat 
Nogent-le-Rotrou.  On  the  8th  the  ground  was  again  frozen, 
and  the  Prince  moved  his  head- quarters  to  St.  Calais,  where 
he  had  the  5th  and  6th  Divisions  not  far  in  front  of  him,  on 
*  each  side  of  the  high  road,  the  18th  Division  being  just  be- 
hind lUiers.  The  10th  Corps,  having  pushed  aside  the  ob- 
stacles to  its  advance,  was  at  La  Chartre  on  the  Loire,  on  its 
way  to  Le  Mans.  To  connect  La  Chartre  with  St.  Calais,  a 
detachment  of  six  squadrons  of  cavalry,  one  battalion  of 
infantry,  and  six  guns,  was  formed,  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  General  Schmidt.  On  the  same  day,  the  8th, 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  reached  La  Fert6  St. 
Bernard  with  his  entire  infantry  corps ;  the  4th  Cavalry 
Division  marched  down  the  Huisne  to  BellSme ;  the  2nd 
kept  up  the  communication  between  the  Grand  Duke's 
and  the  Prince's  corps ;  and  the  5th  was  on  the  Ghrand 
Duke's  right. 

On  the  9th  the  roads  were  once  more  hard  as  iron  with 
frost,  and  covered  with  ice,  which  remained  for  days,  and 
made  the  cavalry  all  but  useless  in  the  actions  which  were 
to  result  in  the  capture  of  Le  Mans.  The  Prince's  head- 
quarters were  this  day  moved  to  Bouloire.  Both  divisions 
of  the  3rd  Corps  were  at  Ardenay  and  along  the  line  of 
the  Narrais.  The  18th  Division  was  with  the  Prince ;  the 
19th  about  Vance ;  the  20th  at  Grand  Luc6.  The  Grand 
Duke  moved  with  the  17th  Division  to  Le  Luard,  near 
Connerr^,  the  22nd  occupying  Sceauz,  on  the  main  road, 
six  miles  in  advance  of  La  Fert^.  The  German  army  was 
now  within  fighting  distance  of  Le  Mans.  The  Prince  had 
in  front  of  him  an  army  whose  force  had  been  stated  in 
telegrams  from  Bordeaux  of  a  week  before  at  200,000 


men,  but  was  rated  by  the  GeroiRns  at  tho  time  as  160,000, 
and  has  since  been  affirmed  by  English  coirespondenta  at 
General  Chanzy's  head-qnarter§  to  have  been  118,000. 
The  armies  of  Prince  Frederick  Charles  and  the  Dake  of 
Mecklenburg  numbered  only  85,000,  although  in  telegrams 
sent  to  Bordeaux  from  Le  Mans  they  ivero  reported  to 
reach  a  strength  of  180,000.  But  both  men  and  horses 
ivere  in  the  linest  condition,  and  the  service  of  the  anpply 
departments  was  admirably  performed.  Tho  9t!i  Corps 
lifld  very  recently  shown  its  marching  powers,  by  having 
advanced  on  the  16th  and  17th  of  Decemljer  more  than 
fifty  English  miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  men  were 
much  attached  to  the  Prince,  their  commander,  who  on 
the  3th  marehed  with  them  for  twelve  miles  with  tho 
greatest  ease.  The  ground  in  front  of  Le  Mans  is  of 
finch  a  conformation  that  it  has  been  declared  impossible 
for  any  general  to  take  up  a  bad  defensive  position  there. 
General  Chanzy's  army  held  a  aeries  of  wooded  heights, 
la  he  had  had  plenty  of  time  to  fortify.  His  men  were 
armed  with  bi'eech -loading  rifles  from  the  United  States, 
of  a  pattern  far  surpassing  the  needle-gun,  and  he  more- 
f  was  well  supplied  with  the  Gattling  gun,  a  mitniil- 
lensc  firing  a  heavier  projectile  than  that  used  in  the 
Imperial  army  early  in  the  campaign. 

On  the  10th,  Prince  Frederick  Charles  ordered  General 
Alvcnaleben  tolead  the  3rdCorps,  his  Brandenbargers,  from 
Ardenay,  and  clear  the  principal  road  to  Le  Mans,  nearly 
up  to  the  HuJBue,  behind  which  the  French  had  taken  np 
their  position,     The  General  ordered  three  of  his  brigades 

I  to  advance  by  diiferent  forest-tracks  and  meet  at  night  at 
Change,  while  the  fourth  pushed  on  as  far  as  Champagne. 
One  of  these  three  brigades,  the  9th,  met  a  French  corps 
ill  the  woods  near  Chelles,  and  drove  them  back  towards 
Parigne,wheo  the  commander  of  the  10th  Brigade,  attracted 
VOL.  II.  i; 
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by  the  firing,  came  np,  and  seized  the  opportnniiy  to  attack 
Parigne,  capturing  two  mitrailleuses  and  many  prisoners. 

The  10th  Brigade  next  attacked  Change,  and  there 
ensued  an  engagement  of  the  most  desperate  character.  The 
men  fought  for  hours  from  bank  to  bank  and  from  field  to 
field.  Hundreds  had  fallen  on  both  sides,  under  a  pro- 
longed rifie  and  shrapnel  fire,  and  Change  was  still  held 
with  great  tenacity  by  the  French,  when  the  10th  Brigade 
came  up  and  made  a  flank  attack  on  the  village,  which 
gave  .the  Germans  possession  of  the  place.  The  action  on 
the  10th  is  by  the  Germans  distinguished  as  the  battle  of 
Change :  the  engagements  of  the  11th  and  12th  are  called 
the  battles  of  Le  Mans. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  French  watched  the 
enemy  from  a  position  which  might  well  be  deemed  im- 
pregnable. A  curving  range  of  hills  forms  a  vast  natural 
parapet  before  Le  Mans,  having  the  River  Huisne  for  its 
wet  ditch.  On  this  parapet  the  French  had  placed  guns 
and  mitrailleuses  side  by  side,  more  thickly  planted  than 
the  Germans  had  ever  before  seen  in  the  campaign.  All 
the  bridges  over  the  river  were  in  their  hands.  The  grand 
cTiausses  from  St.  Calais  and  Yendome  was  that  by  which 
the  Prince's  18th  Division  was  advancing,  but  the  river 
is  fenced  off  from  the  road  by  a  range  of  hills,  running 
from  the  north-east  towards  Le  Mans,  but  meeting  the 
Huisne  at  Yvre.  The  Prince  had  only  three  Divi- 
sions, tlic  5th  and  6th  of  the  3rd  Corps,  and  the  18th  of 
the  9th  Corps  with  him,  for  the  Grand  Duke  had  npt 
advanced  so  rapidly  as  had  been  hoped  for,  and  the  10th 
Corps,  detained  at  Montoire,  had  got  no  farther  than  Mul- 
sanne  and  Ruaudin,  on  the  south-westerly  road  from  Le 
Mans.  The  wisdom  of  secrecy  in  war  was  never  more 
manifest  than  in  the  operations  of  this  day,  for  it  may 
safely  be  affirmed,  that  had  the  [^French  known  the  real 


number  of  the  force  opposed  to  them,  they  would  never 
iiare  permitted  their  position  to  be  taken.  Their  igno- 
rance, or  at  least  the  poeaibUity  af  deceiving  tham  by  an 
aadaciouB  movement,  was  one  of  the  elementa  in  the  cidcn- 
lationa  of  the  German  commander,  who  might  have  been 
attacked  with  a  (air  cliance  of  bqcccsh,  had  the  .French 
heen  well  aerred  by  spies.  The  Prince  ordered  the  18th 
Division  to  carry  the  hills  above  Champagne,  and 
■ .  Bent  the  5th  and  6tb  Divisions,  forming  the  3rd 
Corps,  gainst  the  Hnisne.  The  Srd  received  the 
order  to  advance  on  the  14th,  in  the  niiddla  of 
the  day-  Their  numbers  conld  not  have  exceeded 
18,000  men,  for  tliey  loft  Orleans  only  212,000  atrong,  and 
had  been  fighting  ever  since.  They  advanced,  however, 
against  the  great  natural  rampart,  held  by  50,000  men, 
over  ground  covered  with  woods,  and  intersected  with  lanes 
separated  from  them  by  ditches  and  banks.  The  woods 
were  filled  with  French  riflemen,  and  beyond  the  river,  in 
front,  were  the  French  artillery  and  mitraiUeuses.  Alvena- 
leben's  brigades  advanced,  the  10th  going  northward  to 
try  and  gain  the  road  to  Le  Mans  by  Savigne,  and  the  11th 
marched  upon  Chatean-lcs-Nojers,  about  500  yards  from 
the  Koisne  ;  the  12th  was  sent  to  attack  Yvre,  and  the 

19tb  was  held  in  resen-o.  The  11th,  in  cxecating  its 
orders,  soon  found  itself  enveloped  in  a  perfect  tempest 
of  fire  from  the  I'rench  batteries  on  the  hill  opposite 
Chitcau-les- Arches.  After  the  battle  not  a  tree  conld  be 
fonnd  that  waa  not  marked  with  balls.  The  11th  was  com- 
pelled to  give  way,  and  the  12th,  recalled  from  Yvre,  was 
sent  to  its  assistance.  The  latter  attacked  lies  Arches  and 
drove  the  French  out;  but  when  the  divisional  artillery 
was  brought  up,  it  was  found  impossible  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion in  face  of  the  French  fire.  In  the  evening  the  8tb  Regi- 
ment was  sent  forward  from  the  reserves  to  ittt  assistance, 
as  a  French  force  of  25,000  was  pushing  forward.  It  was 
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afterwards  fonnd  that  the  latter  had  been .  sent  forward  ta 
secure  the  road  by  which  the  French  force  retreating  from 
before  the  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  might  enter  Le 
Mans.  The  3rd  Corps  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish 
the  task  assigned  to  it.  It  had  fought  gallantly  all  day, 
and  held  its  own  against  fearful  odds,  but  that  was  all. 
The  18th  Division,  however,  which  held  the  main  road 
from  Vendome,  had  been  more  fortunate,  and  had  carried 
the  heights  above  Champagne.  The  Grermans,  disappointed 
with  their  tactical  achievements,  did  not  know  what  advan- 
tages they  had  really  gained  this  day.  While  Alvens- 
leben  was  vexing  himself  in  his  quarters.  General  Chanzy 
was  writing  a  despatch  announcing  his  own  defeat. 
In  the  course  of  the  night  he  telegraphed  from  Le  Mans 
to  Bordeaux  the  following  message  to  M.  G^mbetta : — 

"  Our  positions  were  good  last  night,  excepting  at  La 
Tuillerie,  where  the  Mobiles  of  Brittany  disbanded  them- 
selves, thereby  causing  the  abandonment  of  the  positions 
we  occupied  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Huisne.  Vice- 
Admiral  Jaur^guiberry  and  the  other  generals  think  a 
retreat  is  necessary  under  these  circumstances.  I  resign 
myself  to  it  very  unwillingly." 

On  the  morning  of  the  12  th  the  Grand  Duke  of  Meck- 
lenburg, who  had  fought  a  successful  action  at  Connerr^, 
was  able  to  move  his  own  head- quarters  to  Montfort, 
his  17th  Division  being  at  Corneille,  and  the  22nd  at  La 
Croix.  The  French  had  already  begun  their  retreat ;  the 
guns  had  almost  all  disappeared  from  the  hills;  never- 
theless,  as  a  matter  of  prudence,  General  Chanzy  had 
ordered  an  attack  on  Les  Noyers,  which,  in  the  prevailing 
uncertainty,  and  after  the  heavy  loss  of  life  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  caused  some  anxiety  to  the  Germans.  The 
attack,  however,  was  repulsed;  the  6th  Division  took 
Yvre;  while  tl^e  10th  Corps,  which  had  completed  its  toil- 
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sOBiB  march  along  slippery  roads,  and  was  joined  by  General 
Schmidt's  detachment,  after  some  fighting  at  Chateau  de 
la  Palliere,  reached  the  heights  above  Le  Mana,  and  threw 
some  shells  into  the  town  on  tbe  retreating  columns  of  the 
IVench.  Tbe  5th  Division  followed  in  tbe  same  direction, 
aud  the  Germans  passed  into  Le  Hans.  They  encountered 
some  opposition,  the  French  tiring  npoa  them  from  honses, 
and  it  was  only  on  the  following  day,  January  13,  that 
Prince  Frederick  Charles  thought  it  prudent  to  remove 
his  head-qnartcrs  to  the  captured  t-own.  The  Grand  Duke 
of  Mecklenburg  was  sent  towards  Alen^on.  The  ISth 
Division  pushed  on,  and  occupied  the  entrenched  camp  at 
Conlie.  The  10th  Corps  was  Bent  on  towards  Laval, 
bat  found  the  bridges  broken  up,  and  was  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  overcome  such  opposition  as  Chanzy's  troops 
were  still  able  to  offer.  At  Lo  Mana  and  Conlio  on 
enormous  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  food,  and — 
what  was  even  of  more  consequence — railway  materials 
and  rolling  stock,  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  Germans. 
On  the  16tb  Prince  Frederick  Charles  reported  that, 
in  the  engagements  from  tbe  6th  of  January  to  that 
date,  he  and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  had  taken 
from  the  enemy  more  than  22,000  nnwounded  prisoners, 
two  colours,  nineteen  guns,  and  more  than  a  thousand 
loaded  conveyances,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  arms,  am- 
munition, and  war  material.  The  Army  of  the  Loire  waa 
broken  up,  and  with  it  Paris  had  lost  its  best  hope  of 
relief.  The  Genuans  bad  fought  well,  and  had  gained 
immense  resnltswith  means  relatively  small.  They  owed 
these  in  no  small  degree  to  the  masterly  strategy  of  their 
commander.  Prince  Frederick  Charles  had  applied  against 
Chanzy  the  principles  which  had  succeeded  against  Bene- 
dek  in  the  Bohemian  campaign — had  made  a  double  attack 
upon  the  enem}',  the  one  line  &t  right  angles  to  the  other. 
The  Grand  Duke  of  Mecklenburg's  Corps  bad  not  been 
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moved  directly  against  Le  Mans  from  Chartres,  but  liad 
been  required  to  make  a  detonr,  so  as  to  descend  in  a 
northerly  direction,  and  compel  Chanzy's  army  to  present 
two  fronts.  This  mode  of  operating  implies  a  certain 
contempt  for  the  enemy,  for  it  offends  against  the  role  of 
attacking  with  saperior  numbers.  Bat  the  capacity  of  a 
commander  is  shown  by  his  knowing  when  a  rule  mnst  be 
observed,  and  when  for  sufficient  reasons  it  may  be  set  aside. 
The  complexion  of  affairs  at  Le  Mans  and  in  the  West 
during  these  momentous  occurrences  was  thus  described 
by  the  Special  Correspondent  sent  out  to  General  Chanzy's 
Army,  in  a  letter  dated  January  6  : — 

Despite  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  mistrust  and 
resentment  with  which  the  French  are  supposed  to 
regard  all  foreigners  at  the  present  moment,  I  can 
avouch  that  I  never  travelled  with  a  more  polite  and 
communicative  party  of  men  than  my  compagnons  de 
route  between  St.  Malo  and  Hennes.  Consisting,  as 
they  did,  of  an  officer  in  the  ex- Imperial  army,  on  his 
way  to  join  General  Bouiidec  ;  a  dealer  in  arms,  return* 
ing  from  Birmingham  to  Nantes ;  a  Franc-tireur  from 
Mezieres  ;  a  Breton,  captain  of  the  Garde  Mobile  ;  and 
the  chaplain  attached  to  his  corps,  one  might  have  fairly 
expected  a  considerable  divergence  in  their  respective 
political  opinions.  But  so  far  from  this  being  the  case, 
they  were  unanimous  in  their  resolve  to  do  their  best 
towards  driving  the  invader  from  the  soil  of  France,  and 
equally  so  in  shelving  all  questifr.5^  as  to  the  future 
government  of  the  country,  until  the  happy  result  above 
indicated  had  been  accomplished.  With  regard  to  local 
matters  the  same  unanimity  prevailed.  All  deeply  re- 
gretted the  resignation  of  Keratry,  whose  name  was  a 
tower  of  strength  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  who 
it  appears  has  been  driven  out  of  office  by  the  macbina- 
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tions  of  his  enemies.  The  frightfitl  destitution  whicli 
existed  at  tho  camp  of  Conlie,  where  hapless  recpnits 
were  herded  together  up  to  their  knees  in  mud,  and  had 
to  pass  entire  days  without  food  of  any  kind,  was  de- 
clared to  he  no  fault  of  tlie  Count's,  but  entirely  due  to 
the  indifference  and  even  cumity  of  those  appointed  to 
second  him.  The  fact  of  arms  having  been  issued  to  these 
men  and  withdrawn  a  fiiw  hours  afterwards  to  be  de- 
spatched southward,  was  set  down  to  fear  on  tho  part  of 
Gambettn  lest  the  thonsanJa  of  Bretons  assembled  at 
Conlie  should  hoist  the  white  standard  of  Henri  Cinq  ; 
and  therefore  tho  arms  in  qneslion  have  been  sent  to  the 
south  of  France,  to  ann  those  enthusiastic  patriots  who 
have,  up  to  the  present,  confined  their  efforts  oa  behalf 
of  their  oppressed  country  to  parading  the  streeta  of 
their  respective  towns  with  red  flags  and  drums  ad 
iibitum,  and  in  screeching  the  "  Marseilltusu."  This  act 
of  Boiciilal  folly  was  in  reality  quite  uncalled  for :  aa 
the  "Breton  brctounant"  on  my  right  observed,  "We 
are  all  fighting  now  for  France,  not  for  a  King  or 
a  H«public" — which  sentiment  was  received  with  un- 
qualified approval  by  his  companions.  The  Franc-tireur 
des  Ardennes,  who  informed  us  with  duo  solemnity  tJiab 
be  had  entered  his  corps  for  the  sole  purpose  of  being 
killed  on  account  of  a  love  affair,  and  who,  having 
fiwled  to  accomplish  bis  object  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mezi^rcs,  was  on  bis  w-ay  to  seek  better  Buccesa  on 
the  banks  of  the  Loire,  remarked,  in  the  quietest  way 
possible,  that  he  had  put  an  end  to  the  cnstence  of  no 
less  than  eight  Uhlans,  and  exhibited,  with  legitimate 
pride,  the  Kpolia  opima  of  a  departed  Prussian  officer 
killed  by  him,  in  the  shape  of  a  very  neatly-fitting  pair 
of  cavalry  boots  at  that  moment  adorning  bis  lower 
limbs.  Every  one,  even  the  chaplain,  seemed  to  regard 
the  slaughter  of  the  original  proprietor  as  of  no  more 


I 


296  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  [otaf. 

moment  than  the  killing  of  a  barn-door  fowl;  bnt  the 
boots,  as  a  trophy  won  from  the  enemy,  were  examined 
with  great  interest.  The  officer,  who  is  attached  at 
present  to  the  staff  of  General  Bouedec,  and  is  on  his 
way  to  join  that  commander  at  Lo  Mans,  then  narrated 
some  of  the  high-handed  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Prussians  which  are  taking  place  daily  in  the  ArdnnneR, 
the  district  from  which  he  hails,  and  which  ho  has 
revisited  in  disguise  since  his  escape  from  Sedan.  It 
appears  that  the  soldiers  of  King  William  have  for  some 
time  past  been  engaged  in  cutting  down  all  the  oaks  in 
the  forests  belonging  to  the  French  Government,  and  in 
endeavouring  to  find  a  purchaser  for  the  timber.  In  this 
search  they  have  been  hitherto  unsuccessful,  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  the  Belgian  Government  to  allow  the  property 
in  question  to  be  conveyed  through  its  territory',  and 
they  now  threaten  to  bum  all  rather  than  allow  it  to 
return  into  the  hands  of  its  original  owners,  for  they 
really  have  no  use  for  it  themselves.  Opposite  the 
village  of  Douzy  a  train  happened  to  run  off  the  main 
line  into  a  siding,  owing  to  a  mistake  made  in  turning 
the  points  by  a  signalman.  This  signalman,  like  all  the 
employes  on  the  line  in  question,  happens  to  be  a 
Prussian,  but  such  a  fact  did  not  hinder  the  authorities 
of  that  nation  from  seizing  two  of  the  principal  inbabi* 
tants  of  the  village  and  threatening  to  shoot  them  unless 
a  fine  of  G,000  francs  were  paid  by  the  community.  Tho 
village,  however,  was  a  very  poor  one,  and  could  not 
manage  to  raise  a  larger  amount  than  2,000  francs, 
which  sum  was  in  the  end  accepted  as  sufficient. 

These  facts  I  have  on  the  authority  of  Monsieur  le 
Capitaine  Entz,  late  of  a  cuirassier  regiment,  and  at 
present  aide-de-camp  to  General  Bouedoc.  Thanks  to 
the  kindness  of  this  gentleman,  I  was  enabled  to  reach 
Le  Mans  from  Kenues  without  difficulty,  for  the  line 
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being  closed  to  civilians  from  Laval  onwards,  bo  included 
m«  in  bis  requisition  for  places,  and  thus  spared  me  tbe 
necessity  of  hiring  a  earriago  of  some  kind  at  tlie  latter 
place  in  order  to  continue  my  journey.  On  arriving  at 
lie  Mans,  at  two  in  the  morning,  we  vainly  endeavoured 
to  obtain  sleeping  accommodation  at  hall'  a  dozen  hotels, 
and  were  finally  forced  to  return  to  the  station,  where 
we  passed  tbe  remainder  of  the  small  hours  eusconced 
in  a  railway  carriage,  the  booking  olficcs,  waiting-rooms, 
&c.,  Iieing  crammed  with  soldiers  in  a  similar  plight  to 
onrselves.  Some  of  these  unhappy  fellows  were  com- 
plaining loudly,  but  I  am  happy  to  aay  that  the  great 
majority  bore  tbe  (liscomfort  with  placid  equanimity, 
and  set  it  all  down  to  the  fortune  of  war.  Le  H&na  is 
crowded  with  troops  of  every  description,  the  majority, 
however,  being  Mobiles  from  Brittany.  Their  arras  and 
equipment,  as  may  bo  expected,  are  of  very  varied 
cluiract«r;  the  Bemington  appears  to  be  the  most 
prevalent  weapon,  though  I  noticed  several  Snlders 
lying  about  tbo  station,  more  than  one  of  which  bore 
the  impression,  "  Tower,  1870,"  and  the  Brititih  Govern- 
ment stamp.  One  baa  a  ri^bt  to  wonder  how  these 
came  there,  bat  I  intend  refraining  from  all  indiscreet 
questions  till  I  have  seen  General  Chanzy. 

Jan.  8. — The  town  of  fat  puUefs — for  the  poularjr  du  Mant 
is  held  in  aa  high  estimation  amongst  our  neighbours 
as  the  fowl  of  Dorking  amongst  ourselves — is  at  present 
swarming  with  a  bird  of  soniewhat  different  breed,  tbo 
French  fighting  coek,  De  Chanzy'a  head-quarters  are 
established  in  a  house  fronting  the  bandsomo  Gothic 
Prefecture,  and  his  followers  are  to  be  met  wilb  in  eveiy 
direction  ;  the  streets  literally  swarm  with  them— Lines- 
men who  have  lost  the  natty  smartness  which  distin- 
guishes tbe  French  soldier  in  the  piping  times  of  peace ; 
sturdy  MarineB,  both  infantry  and  artillery ;  Mobiles  and 
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Mobilises  equipped  in  varied  fashions,  and  a  few  dashing- 
looking  Papal  Zouaves,  in  their  elegant  uniform  of  grey 
and  scarlet.  Cavalry,  however,  are  lacking,  for,  with 
the  exception  of  some  gensdarmes,  they  have  been 
despatched  to  the  front.  Some  dismounted  cuirassiers, 
in  long  grey  cloaks  and  forage  caps,  lounge  dis- 
consolately about,  apparently  regretting  the  absence 
of  their  four-footed  companions;  and  a  few  sons  of 
the  desert,  muffled  to  the  teeth  in  scarlet  burnouses, 
stalk  with  Oriental  gravity  through  the  crowd,  op  dash 
past  perched  on  the  high-backed  saddles  with  which 
their  steeds  are  furnished.  All  day  long  trains  of  carts 
and  waggons  laden  with  stores  and  provisions  roll 
through  the  streets,  whilst  smartly  got  up  ambulances, 
belonging  to  private  societies,  mixed  with  the  ruder  and 
more  battered  vehicles  of  this  character  attached  to  the 
military  hospitals,  are  to  be  seen  on  every  open  plot  of 
ground.  The  station  yard  is  alternately  filled  and 
emptied  with  arriving  and  departing  battalions,  for  whose 
accommodation  numerous  vendors  of  hot  coffee,  sausages, 
bread,  woollen  socks,  blankets,  and  those  blue  or  scarlet 
flannel  sashes  so  dear  to  the  French  soldier,  have  estab- 
lished themselves  in  a  long  row  of  wooden  sheds  erected 
along  one  side  of  it.  Scores  of  boys  are  clustered  in 
this  particular  neighbourhood,  each  equipped  with  a 
stock-in-trade  consisting  of  a  square  box,  a  pot  of  grease, 
and  a  brush,  and  drive  a  roaring  trade  in  cleaning  and 
greasing  the  boots  and  holding  the  horses  of  the  officers ; 
for  the  officers  of  every  rank  are  really  great  in  the 
matter  of  boots.  The  sturdy  old-fashioned  Linesman 
with  the  close-cropped  hair,  long  tight  redingote  and 
Crimean  medal,  contents  himself  with  a  pair  of  ordinary 
stout  Wellingtons,  reaching  to  just  below  the  knee,  whilst 
the  Marine  officers  are  mostly  furnished  with  a  capital 
combination  of  boot  and  gaiter  in  one,  made  of  untanned 


leather,  and  certainly  the  very  tiling  for  an  infantry  man. 
Bnt  the  dandies  of  the  Mobiles  and  the  Staif  soar  to  the 
height  of  extravaffance  in  Rnssia  and  enamelled  leather, 
and  encase  their  nether  limbB  in  the  most  fantastic  pro- 
ductions of  the  followers  of  St.  Crispin.  Some  reaching 
far  above  mid  thigh,  and  adorned  with  nnmeroua  atrapa 
and  bnckles,  intended  to  maintain  them  in  poHition,  are 
worn  pro  tern,  turned  down  almost  to  the  ankle,  in  order 
to  display  their  scarlet  lining  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  all 
beholders.  Owing  to  the  varied  Bourcea  from  which 
oniforms  of  all  kinds  have  had  to  bo  obtained,  a  consider- 
able diversity  prevails  amongst  these  also,  and  a  tenue  de 
fantaUie,  which  naoally  consists  of  a  long  jacket,  frog- 
and-ftir  trimmed,  with  ft  gold  aignillette,  ia  greatly  in 
favour  amongst  the  officers.  The  privates  whom  I  have 
seen,  though  equipped  in  a  very  varied  fashion,  are  mostly 
comfortably  clad,  and  are  far  better  off  with  respect  to 
shoes  than  recent  acconnts  might  have  led  one  to  expect. 
The  cloth  of  some  of  their  uniforms  ia  unmistakably 
ehoddyish,  bat  a  good  npper  benjamin  covers  a  multitude 
of  sins  of  this  kind,  and  those  unprovided  with  the  com- 
fortable regulation  eapoU  have  supplemented  this  dofi 
ciency  either  by  a  sheepskin  cloak,  or  by  a  wonderful 
and  almost  indescribable  garment  of  no  shape  in  parti- 
cular, and  constmcted  of  a  material  apparently  a  cross 
between  that  of  horse-cloths  and  flour  sacks.  Hnndreds 
of  these  sartorial  triumphs  &.te  offered  for  sale  in  every 
direction.  En  tomme,  the  beat  equipped  troops  are  those 
of  the  Marine  infantry  and  artillery,  and  the  genadarracs, 
which  latter  have  laid  down  their  civil  fiuietions,  and 
taken  to  the  field  once  more. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  presence  of  so  large  a  number 
of  troops  renders  the  town  extremely  lively  during  the 
daytime,  though  the  prefectorial  regulation  that  all  cafes, 
&a.,  most  be  closed  by  nine  in  the  evening  causes  a 
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singular    contrast  aft«r    that  hoar  has  etrack. 

tlie  inhabitanta,  they  do  not  appear  in  the  slightest  de| 
afflicted  by  the  sufferings  of  their  unhappy  country 
the  contrary,  a  profound  indifference  appears  to  pre' 
amongst  them,  very  different  indeed  to  the  enthusiasm 
manifested  in  the  more  western  departments.  Several 
officers  Lqvb  londly  declared  that  a  visit  from  ihe  Pms- 
stans  would  be  about  the  best  thing  that  could  happen 
to  the  Manceaux,  since  it  woald  teach  them  to  be  a  little 
more  attentive  to  tjiose  who  are  risking  their  IJ 
France,  whilst  at  the  same  time  remai'king  that,  shonU'' 
each  a  visit  take  pince,  they  no  doubt  would  bo  receii 
with  the  same  servility  that  has  been  shown  by  Bi 
municipalities  in  Normandy.  Several  of  the 
journals  are  filled  with  those  severe  per.soiial  criticiems 
upon  the  members  of  the  Government  of  Defence  which 
ore  happily  unknown  aniongst  us,  and  one  of  these  re- 
actionoiy  organs  is  at  present  trying  to  get  up  a  panic, 
on  the  ground  that,  the  railways  being  delusively  used 
for  militttiy  purposes,  the  town  is  no  longer  able  to  obtain 
,  ft  supply  of  provisions  from  the  surrounding  distrii 
and  consequently  a  famine  is  imminent.  Tbi 
keepers,  however,  are  far  from  expressing  similar 
they  view  the  influs  of  militory  visitors  with  a  certain 
amonut  of  satisfaction  j  and  no  wonder,  for  they  regard 
all  as  fish  that  comes  to  their  net,  and  spoil  ttie  Philis- 
tine and  tbo  Isi-aelite  with  the  most  perfect  impartially. 
This  is  only  natural,  since  they  know  not  hi 
the  harvest  will  last;  and  the  truth  is,  that  althi 
communication  has  suffered  cansideinbly,  a  decree  of 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  which  has  just  been  issi 
calling  on  the  Compagnie  des  Chemins  de  Fer  de  I'Om 
to  run  a  certain  number  of  luggage  and  passenger 
a,  day,  will  cause  this  tt>  be  remedied. 
LtTiM.  10. — The  glorious  example  set  by  Brittany  haa 


honlA^H 


tarn 

m 


X.]  PRi'SSlAff  REQUISITIONS.  301 

fonnd  many  imitators  in  the  adjoining  provinces.  We  all 
know  how  the  inhabitants  of  Iformandy  have  &cted,  and 
those  of  Maine  and  Anjon  appear  perfectly  ready  to 
imitate  them  in  case  of  necessity.  The  peasantry  of 
these  districtfl  display  the  characteristics  of  the  "  fragal 
Hwain  "  par  excellence.  Their  constant  care  is  to  in- 
crease their  store  in  every  possible  manner,  but  as  to 
following  to  the  field  some  warlike  lord,  nothing  can  be 
farther  from  tbeir  intentions.  Were  it  not  for  the  abomin- 
able requisitions,  they  would,  perhaps,  regard  tbe  contest 
with  rather  a  favourable  eye  than  otherwise.  These  requi- 
sitions are  their  hile  noire,  and  I  have  heard  numerous 
stories,  many  of  them  from  eye-  witnesses,  of  their  having 
burnt  hay  and  com  and  killed  horses  rather  than  allow 
them  to  be  pressed  into  the  service  of  their  country. 
Sitnate  as  they  are,  "  between  the  devil  and  the  deep 
Bea,"or,  in  other  words,  between  the  French  and  the  Prus- 
sians, their  position  is  certainly  not  an  enviable  one ;  bat  it 
would  really  appear,  from  all  the  accounts  one  hears, 
that  the  soldiers  of  King  Williani  are  the  only  ones  who 
come  in  for  the  small  share  of  politeness  they  deign  to 
manifest.  "  If,"  remarked  an  officer,  in  presence  of  a 
largo  assembly  of  his  colleagues,  "  you  are  riding  in  the 
country  and  ask  a  peasant  if  there  is  any  news,  he  in- 
variably answers  in  the  negative.  "  Bat,'  say  yon, '  there 
fvas  a  fight  close  by  here  yesterday.' — "  Oh,  yes.' — '  Which 
side  won  ?  '- — '  Don't  know.' — '  Are  there  any  Prussians 
in  the  neighbourhood  ?  ' — '  Don't  know.'—'  They  say 
Lhere  is  a  battalion  of  them  in  the  village  yonder.  Is  it 
io  ?  '■ — '  It  may  Ire  so.'  And  if  you  ride  on  into  a  village 
filled  with  them  you  may  be  sure  no  one  will  warn  you 
biick."  And  this  statement  was  confirmed  with  one 
voice  by  his  comrades  present.  "  The  Prussians  get 
whatever  they  want,  whilst  our  men  are  left  to  starve  in 
the  streets,"  is  a  continual  cry.      The  enmity  existing 
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between  the  peasants  and  the  Francs-tireurs,  who,  hj 
uselessly  attempting  to  defend  open  villages,  have  drawn 
down  the  wrath  of  t^e  enemy  upon  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  is  easily  explicable ;  but  even  this  does  not 
excuse  the  utter  lack  of  even  a  spark  of  patriotigm.  Of 
course  the  Republicans  set  all  this  down  to  the  degrad- 
ing effects  of  twenty  years  of  the  Imperial  regime.  By 
the  way,  speaking  of  Francs-tireurs,  it  appears  that  the 
gentry  of  the  various  Free  Corps  quartered  in  thia 
neighbourhood  have  been  carrying  on  matters  with 
rather  a  high  hand  lately,  as  is  shown  by  a  recent 
general  order  placing  them  under  strict  military  control. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  misdeeds  set  down  to  their  account 
are  rather  due  to  the  Prussians,  who,  according  to  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Moniieur  by  an  eye-witness,  an 
American  gentleman,  are  in  the  habit  of  disguising 
themselves  as  Francs-tireurs,  and  in  that  costume  com* 
mitting  all  manner  of  atrocities. 

This,  indeed,  is  universally  admitted,  as  is  also  their  great 
superiority  in  the  matter  of  discipline  and  the  good  that 
results  therefrom.  The  French  officers  of  the  regular 
army,  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  hitherto 
escaped  captivity,  all  frankly  acknowledge  this,  and 
deplore  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  main- 
tain a  like  degree  of  order  amongst  the  men  under  their 
command.  As  night  descends  the  Prussian  camps  be- 
come silent  as  the  grave;  every  one  there  knows  his 
place,  and  where  to  obtain  whatever  he  wants ;  while 
the  French  are  in  a  continual  uproai*  for  hours  after 
darkness  has  fallen,  crying  out  for  quartermasters, 
sergeant-majors,  and  fourriers,  food,  fuel,  water,  &c. 
As  to  actual  fighting,  the  Fi'ench  cling  to  the  idea  that, 
at  close  quarters,  with  the  bayonet,  they  are  infinitely 
superior  to  their  adversaries,  but  tliat  at  the  game  of 
long  bowls  the  artillery  fire  of  these  latter  is  unmatch- 
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»bte.  "  They  get  their  range  at  once,  and  when  once  tLey 
have  it  they  knock  us  over  hte  ninepins.  Nothing  was 
ever  seen  like  it."  As  to  the  Uhlans — by  which  ttTm 
they  imply  the  Pruasian  cavalry  in  general — they  afErm 
that  they  have  been  considerably  reduced  in  number 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  service  due  iu  a 
great  measure  to  certain  corps  of  Franca- tirenrs  who 
have  taken  their  mission  seriously.  The  Spahis,  too, 
have  been  employed  against  them  with  some  success. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  whatever  violations  of  the  laws 
of  property  may  havo  been  committed  by  the  invaders, 
their  progress  has  been  marked  by  a  ficmpuloaa  respect 
for  female  honour.  A  few  isolated  cases  of  assault  may 
have  occurred,  but  all  who  have  been  brought  into  con- 
tact with  them  are  willing  to  render  them  due  jostico 
in  this  particalar.  Indeed,  I  find  a  spirit  of  frankness 
and  a  readiness  to  do  justice  io  the  foe,  and  to  admit 
the  shortcomings  of  the  French  army,  prevalent  amongst 
almost  all  the  officers  I  Lave  met.  The  lesson  of  defeat 
hna  certainly  not  been  lost  upon  them.  They  are  to  be 
distinguished  by  an  utter  absence  of  brag,  and  a  calm 
reaolalion  to  do  their  best.  They  ai'e  the  most  truthfol 
and  modest  of  Frenchmen,  contrasting  favourably  with 
those  shameless  and  wanton  liars,  the  journalists.  The 
golden  rule  at  present  is  never  to  believe  a  single  word 
you  may  see  in  print,  but  to  trust  entirely  to  your  eyes, 
cars,  and  powers  of  cross-examination.  The  latest 
canard  published  hero  is  so  amusing  that  I  cannot 
forbear  reproducing  it.  It  is  to  the  efi'ect  that  the 
Prassians  in  garrison  at  Hets  are  so  reduced  In  nnmlwr 
that  any  one  desiring  to  leave  tho  town  is  first  carefully 
rendered  insensible  by  means  of  chloroform,  and  in  that 
condition  conveyed  through  the  lines,  so  that  he  may 
not  perceive  and  report  the  deficiency  of  guards  at  the 
vftriouB  posts.    And  there  ara  men  who  believe  these 


stories,  though,  I  am  happy  to  Bay,  they  do  not  guA 
universal  credit.  The  influence  of  the  French  press  has 
been  steadily  decreasing  since  tho  war  began,  and  people 
begin  bow  to  judge  for  themselves  a  little  more  than  of 

As  to  the  prospects  of  an  ultimate  success  for  France, 
considerable  diversity  of  opinion  prevails.  The  Bretons 
of  all  classes  arc  hopeful  and  enthasiastic,  but  many  • 
their  comrades  from  other  provinces,  when  interrogi 
on  this  Bnbject,  look  grave  and  sltako  their  heads.  Mm 
of  the  private  soldierg  are  gcttiog  discoaraged,  and  ^ 
the  civil  population  of  Mans  does  not  ery  for  ] 
openly,  it  does  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  it  4 
thoroughly  weary  of  war.  There  is  great  difficulty  i 
collecting  the  taxes  ;  the  people  cannot  or  will  not  p 
and  if  the  sinews  of  war  fail,  things  cannot  \ 
much  longer.  "Why  does  not  England  interfere? 
a  common  question ;  but  the  questioner  frequeni 
answers  it  himself  by  remarking  that  she  dares  i 
Indeed,  the  position  of  on  Englishman  in  Prance  i 
present  is  about  as  unenviable  aa  can  bo  conceive^ 
Aa  to  news,  it  is  impossible  to  communicato  any, 
that  transpires  is  contained  in  the  official  telcgi 
which  yon  receive  in  London  before  they  are  publisl 
here.  We  know  fighting  ia  going  on  along  on 
and  we  hear  the  French  have  gained  slight  advB 
but  it  will  hardly  be  believed  that  this  inrormation 
reaches  us  from  Bordoanx.  The  reason  of  this  is,  tha4 
all  reports  are  sent  there  by  our  commanders,  and  onljf 
BO  much  of  them  as  the  Uovernment  chooses  to  mal 
known  is  telegraphed  to  the  prefects  for  publication. 

10  A.M. — A  number  of  troops  htivo  been  marching  Ihrond 

tho  streets  whilst  I  have  been  writing,  and  I  hear  fi 

a  officer  arrived  from  General  JonB'roy's  division,  t] 

Qiongh  the  advantage  in  fighting  has  been  on  the  b 
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)f  tlie  Prencli,  they  have  been  ohliged  for  strategic 
reasons  lo  fall  back  fi-oia  some  of  their  advancea 
positiona.  It  is  said  that  Generfil  Chanzy  is  about  to 
leave  the  town,  so  I  am  g'oiug  out  to  obtain  farther  news 
S  P.M. — Great  emotion  has  prevailed  hero  throughont  the 
latter  portion  of  the  day.  At  an  early  hour  in  the 
afternoon  the  General  left  the  town  for  an  nnknown 
destination.  As  my  attempts  to  fathom  this  destina- 
tion only  led  to  my  being  arrested  three  times,  I  have 
been  forced  to  content  myself  with  looking  sharply  about 
me  witli  my  mouth  shut.  Ambnlance  trains,  baggage 
■wagons,  and  provision  carts  are  pouring  ont  of  the 
town  in  the  direction  of  Veudome,  the  troops  having 
preceded  them  at  an  early  hour  this  morning.  Cannon 
have  been  heard  from  this  quarter  for  the  last  hoar,  and 
those  who  profess  to  jndge  the  distance  from  the  sound 
maintain  that  fighting  is  goiu^  on  within  three  leagues 
of  this  place — mmour  says  at  the  village  of  Champigny. 
.  The  railway  keeps  bringing  in  troops  from  the  rear,  and 
hurrying  tbem  forward  to  the  front ;  the  streets  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  station  are  blocked  up  with  strag- 
glers desirous  of  joining  their  corps ;  the  bella  are  toll- 
ing in  all  the  church  Bteeples ;  but  whether  this  haa 
anything  to  do  with  the  defence  of  Le  Kfans,  or  is 
merely  some  private  operation  on  the  part  of  the  eccle- 
siastical authorities,  I  hai-dly  care,  after  my  morning's 
experience,  to  ask.  The  gensdarmes  in  garrison  here 
have  all  tnmed  ont,  and  are  pacing  the  streets  in  pairs, 
carbine  in  hand,  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been 
here,  which  shows  that  something  seriona  ia  in  the 
wind.  Men  and  women  are  standing  in  groups  at  all 
the  comers.  "WTitttever  may  have  occurred,  it  has  come 
to  pass  suddenly,  for  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock  every- 
thing was  qaiet.  Ten  thousand  men  from  Laval  have 
gone  to  the  front  daring  to-day. 

TOL.    II.  X 


306  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  [€IUF. 


8  d'clocJc. — News  at  last.  A  wounded  soldier  has  jiurfe 
come  in,  and  an  officer  who  brings  news  that  the  fight- 
ing is  at  Ivraj  and  Artenaj,  bat  the  result  ia  nndecided. 
It  seems  the  Prussians  droye  us  back  yesterday  a  little, 
and  that  we  are  trying  to  retake  the  positions  we  lost. 
We  have  three  divisions  engaged.  The  16th,  I7tli,  and 
2l8t  Corps  and  over  three  hundred  guns  are  massing  in 
front  of  Le  Mans. 

Jan.  14. — Le  Mans  to-day  is  in  a  state  of  indescribable 
excitement.  The  Prussian  troops  have  mostly  quitted 
the  town,  though  Prince  Frederick  Charles  is  still  estab- 
lished in  the  Prefecture,  and  cannon-firing  is  audible, 
apparently  from  the  direction  of  Conlie.  When  one 
adds  to  this  the  fact  of  rumours  flying  about  to  the 

[  efiect  th^t  both  Arras  and  Paris  have  capitulated  ;  that 
Chanzy  has  despatched  two  parlemenfaires  with  full 
powers  to  treat  for  the  unconditional  surrender  of  his 
entire  army;  that  Bourbaki's  forces  have  been  cut  to 
pieces  ;  and  that  Gambetta  has  been  assassinated,  it  may 
be  well  conceived  that  the  unhappy  Manceaux  ore  in  a 
state  of  mental  confusion.  To  add  to  this,  the  Maire  of 
the  town  has  departed  for  regions  unknown,  leaving  his 
hapless  concitoyena  to  arrange  the  little  matter  of  en- 
forced contributions  as  best  they  can.  The  small  sum 
of  four  millions  of  francs  has  been  demanded  from  them, 
with  sundry  dark  hints  as  to  requisitions  in  kind  to' 
follow.  Individually,  however,  they  seem  to  accept 
matters  with  a  certain  amount  of  tranquillity.  The 
Prussians  are  there,  and  the  principle  that  what  cannot 
be  cured  had  better  be  endured  seems  to  prevail. 

As  far  as  I  have  seen,  these  much- dreaded  invaders  seem 
to  behave  in  a  decent  manner  as  a  rule.  Some  of  them 
certainly  do  suflfer  from  slight  mental  aberration  respect- 
ing the  rights  of  private  property ;  and  one  of  their 
prevailing  ideas  undoubtedly  is  that  the  price  of  a  pound 
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of  tobacco  Taries  between  twenty  and  thirty  aoaa ;  but 
as  far  os  general  conduct  goes  they  are  quiet  and  orderly 
unough.  Sly  barber,  wlio  lias  fifteen  of  them  quartered 
upon  him,  and  who  accepts  their  presence  as  one  of  the 
viullieurs  de  la  guerre,  assured  me  this  morning  that  they 
don't  do  much  damage,  but  at  the  same  time  mildly 
lamented  their  occupation  of  his  bedchamber,  bo  having 
thereby  been  forced  to  take  up  bis  sleeping  quarters 
under  hia  counter.  One  class  of  the  inhabitanta  have 
certainly  profited  by  their  presence  to  a  considerable 
estent,  and  theso  aro  the  restaoratenrs.  The  Prussian 
officer  feeds  well,  drinks  deep,  and  pays  on  the  nail  in 
bright  silver  thalers,  yeUowFredericka,  or  crisp  pink  baiik- 

I  paper.  The  Iraileurs  Imvo  accordingly  been  reaping  a 
superb  harvest;  but  the  proverb  that  one  can  have  too 
much  of  a  good  thing  will,  I  fear,  hold  good  in  this  case 
also ;  for,  owing  to  this  infiux  of  customers,  there  ii 
liardly  anything  eatable  to  be  obtained  at  their  ei 
ments.  Indeed,  if  a  famine  is  not  to  be  feared,  there  is 
at  any  rate  a  dearth  of  various  articles  of  daily  con- 
snmption.  Coflec  is  no  longer  to  be  obtained  at  many 
of  the  cqfh,  and  sngar  threatens  to  become  a  thing  of  the 
past.  The  shop  shuticra  are  all  closed,  but  the  inliabi- 
iaats  have  mostly  emerged  from  their  scclasion,  and  go 
qnietly  abont  their  daily  aflairs  as  if  the  hordet  har- 
r,  which  their  journals  have  been  denouncing  for 
lontlis  past,  were  still  miles  away.  The  said  hordes  I 
bve  before  mentioned  have  considerably  diminished  in 
Lmbor  sinco  yesterday ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  leam  in 
what  direction  they  have  advanced,  and  whether  the 
firing  we  have  heard  to-day  implies  that  they  have  come 
np  with  Chanzy's  main  body,  or  with  a  detached  corps. 
Prussians  are  as  close  as  oysters,  and  where  a  French 
TToald  in  reply  to  a  question  either  amiably  pre- 
or  invent  some  convenient  fiction  to  justily 
X  2 
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Ilia  unwillingness  to  reply  to  your  qnestion,  tliej  merely 
relapse  into  a  state  of  silent  dignity,  wliioh  strikes  tbe 
bold  inquirer  dumb  with  awe.  The  combination  of  beard 
and  spectacles  with  which  most  of  their  faces  are  adorned 
lends  them  a  most  doctorial  air,  and  irresistibly  recalls 
to  one's  mind  the  days  when  one  was  nnder  the  rale  of 
the  pedagogue. 

As  to  the  men,  it  is  impossible  not  to  add  one's  unit  to  the 
universal  testimony  as  to  their  excellence.  The  infantry, 
careless  enough  in  their  ordinary  appearance,  but  smart 
and  serviceable  when  in  mai*ching  order,  and  the  stal- 
wart cavalry,  upon  their  clean-limbed  powerful  horses, 
offer  a  most  strikiug  contrast  to  the  wretchedly  clad 
and  vilely  shod  Mobiles,  and  the  untidy,  careless-lookiug 
horsemen,  and  their  drooping-headed  Bosinantes,  of  tbe 
French  army.  With  all  my  sympathies  upon  the  latter 
side,  this  fact  is  one  which  I  cannot  but  admit. 

Sennes,  Jan,  21, — I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  leave  for  Laval, 
but  I  think  there  is  no  desperate  hurry,  for  it  appears 
the  enemy  will  not  interfere  with  De  Chanzy;  and  it 
will  be  some  days  certainly  before  he  can  do  anything. 
He  has  to  re-form  an  army.  He  needs  horses  most 
terribly.  He  also  wants  arms.  Half,  or  at  least  a  third, 
of  the  horses  of  his  cavalry  have  either  died  of  fatigue 
and  privations  and  cold,  or  been  killed.  All  the  reg^idar 
troops  that  had  come  here  in  a  disbanded  state  are  being 
sent  back  to  him,  but  the  Mobiles  and  Mobilises  are 
being  sent  away,  I  believe  to  their  respective  depart- 
ments— but  at  any  rate  into  Lower  Brittany.  The 
Pontifical  Zouaves  are  here;  they  have  suffered  most 
terribly,  and  are  getting  up  their  force.  Great  numbers 
of  young  men  are  volunteering  for  that  corps.  They 
say  300  have  volunteered  since  they  arrived  here  on 
Tuesday  last.  They  drill  every  day,  although  they  are 
the  only  really  well-drilled  troops  in  the  whole  army.     At 


I 


STATE  Of  CHANZY-S  ARM)'. 


309 


\ 


if  the  first  eucounterB  before  Le  Maos  their  almoner,  or 
chaplain,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  a,  young;  priest  from 
Lc  Mans,  wlio  had  a  brother  a  Zouavo  in  the  corps,  re- 
quested the  honour  of  the  vacant  post,  and  of  ministering 
to  the  dying  and  wounded  during  the  action.  He  was 
killed  in  the  last  battle  while  fulfilling  his  ministry. 

The  Oourrier  de  Mennes,  a  weekly  paper,  tells  us  to-day 
we  ehould  not  forget,  in  these  times  of  humiliation,  of 
mourning,  and  of  eiplation,  that  it  is  just  seventy- Beven 
years  ago,  on  this  very  day,  the  2lBt  of  January,  that  one 
of  the  most  virtaons  and  wise  kings  who  have  ever 
honoured  the  throne  of  France — a  worthy  son  of  St. 
Louis — perished  on  the  scaffold,  the  victim  of  those 
men  whose  tyranny  covered  their  country  with  blood 
mid  ruins  before  they  themselves  bent  down  servilely 
under  the  yoke  of  Xapoleon  the  First.  It  goes  on  to 
nsk  why,  after  such  a  lesson,  Frenchmen  have,  for  the 
last  half-century,  been  carrieii  away  by  every  revolu- 
tionary wind  that  has  blown,  &c.  The  reason  it  gives 
is,  Ihat  France  had  ignored  its  Christian  mission. 
Seduced  by  false  men  of  learning,  by  immoral  and  in- 
fidel litcraiy  men,  like  Rousseau  and  Voltaire,  she  has 
ever  since  been  trying  to  build  up  a  social  edifice,  the 
basis  of  which  was  not  respect  for  God  and  the  Deca- 
logue. The  word  of  the  Gospel  had  come  to  pass;  the 
house  which  God  had  not  built  had  crumbled  into  the 
sand,  notwithstanding  all  the  vain  efibrts  of  man. 

There  is  no  news  whatever  to-day,  escepting  that  we  hear 
again  that  Paidhcrbe  has  won  a.  victory,  but  nevertheless 
has  retreated,  leaving  St.  Qocntin  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  That  despatch  does  not  look  at  all  well,  and 
people  arc  not  so  blind  that  they  do  not  see  through  its 

I    want  of  candour. 
The  Journal  d' Ille-et-VUaine  gives  ns   a  long  despttf<;h 
which  was  sent  by  M.  Gambetta  to  M.  Julea  Favre  on 
. 
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the  31st  of  December,  in  which  he  sajs,  that  "It  is  ctI- 
dcnt  to  US  and  to  the  whole  of  Europe  that  our  chances 
of  success  are  increasing  every  day,  whereas  they  de- 
crease with  our  enemies.  .  .  .  France  is  quite  trans- 
formed ;  the  spirit  of  Paris  has  been  breathed  upon  her, 
and  has  transfigured  her ;  and  if  Paris  were  to  fall,  a 
cry  of  vengeance  would  come  from  every  mouth.  But 
she  will  not  fall.  .  .  .  Public  spirit  is  completely 
for  war.  .  .  .  Prance  is  becoming  more  and  more 
attached  to  the  Republican  system,"  &c. 

The  man  must  either  deceive  himself  outrageously,  or  he 
must  wish  to  deceive  others.  Why,  in  the  railway  car- 
riage I  came  in  hero  the  other  night,  and  in  which  there 
were  about  forty  people  pent  up,  I  heard  such  conver- 
sation as  this  among  soldiers : — **  That  Gambetta  's  the 
cause  of  all  this  useless  loss  of  life." — "Yes,"  says 
another ;  "  he  thinks  he  will  disappear  when  it  becomes 
too  hot  for  him ;  but  he  should  not  if  I  were  anywhere 
near  him,"  <fec.  When  somebody  proposed  a  song  to 
while  away  the  time,  a  voice  suggested  with  a  sneer  the 
"  Marseillaise,"  but  that  suggestion  brought  on  a  storm 
of  groans  and  hisses.  Nobody  but  the  immediate 
creatures  of  Gambetta  are  for  this  present  form  of 
Government— *.e.  M,  Gambetta,  Dictateur.  Nobody 
will  stand  that  much  longer,  I  am  convinced ;  but  I 
think  there  are  not  great  multitudes  for  a  Republic  of 
any  kind.  There  is  not  a  Prefecture  or  a  Sous-pre- 
fecture— there  is  not  a  single  place  which  has  not  been 
filled  by  some  unknown  journalist,  or  some  talking 
lawyer,  whose  only  claim  is  that  they  have  been  waiting 
in  anxious  idleness  and  poverty  for  the  day  when  they 
might  divide  the  spoil  between  them.  That  is  the 
opinion  of  people  in  France.  Ask  any  Franc-tireur ; 
ho  will  tell  you  what  the  country  people  think  of  the 
war,  and  of  M.  Gambetta's  Republic*     They  betray  the 
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French  to  tlie  Pnisslana  wlienever  tliey  liare  a  chance ; 
and  that  is  the  case  almost  all  over  the  seat  of  war. 
Then  compare  that  &ct  with  M.  Gambetta's  aesertions. 

The  regret  with  which  France  had  heard  of  the  sig^nal 
defeat  of  General   Qhanzy  waa  soon  tempered   by  good 
tidings  from,  tho  Army  of  the  North.     On  the  18th  of 
Jannarya  despatch  from  General  Faidherbe  was  pnbliBhed, 
stating  that    "haring  learnt  that  the  Prussians  at  St. 
Quentin  demanded  of  the  inhabitants  a  sum  of  548,000f., 
Le  had  resolTcd  to  pat  an  end  to  their  exactions,  and  sent 
a  flying  colamn   for  that  pnrpoae  nnder  the   orders  of 
Colonel  Isnard.     That  officer  encountered  the  enemy  at 
Catelet  Bellicourt  and  pursued  Lim,  killing  and  wounding 
thirty   men.      Colonel  Isnard    subKequently  entered   SU 
Qaentin  on  the  16th.     The  enemy  fled  in  great  disorder, 
abandoning  130  jiriaoners  as  well  as  a  considerable  store 
of  provisions.     The  inhabitants  of  the  town  received  the 
troops  with  enthusiasm."     In  an  unofficial  despatch  from 
LiUe  it  was  said  that"  the  Germans  evacuated  the  town  ia 
disorder,  leaving  French  prisoners,  baggage,  and  two  guns 
behind."     But  three  days  afterwards  Faidherbe  fought  a 
diasatrons  battle  with  Yon  Goben  at  St.  Qaentin,  described 
in  the  following  letter  from  the  Correspondent  with  tho 
German  commander,  dated  St.  Quentin,  January  20 : — 
Long  before  this  letter  is  in  your  hands  the  great  victory 
of  yesterday  over  the  army  of  General  Faidherbe  will 
be  known  to  you.     I  informed  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
18th  that,  after  tlia  battle  at  Beauvuia,  the  bulk  of  the 
Army  of  the  North  entered  St.  Qaentin,  whilst  the  rear 
guard  had  taken  refuge  at  Cambray.      Whether  a  junc- 
tion took  place  during  the  night,  I  cannot  say ;  but  it  ia 
certain  that  the  troops  whicb  bad  been  quartered  at  St. 
Quentin  previous  to  the  battle,  together  with  those  who 
entered  that  place  before  yesterday,  constituted  a  cou- 
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■idenble  force,  ready  again  to  enooanier  the  PmaBUttis. 
General  von  Goben,  on  his  part,  gare  strict  orders  to 
attack  the  enemy  eariy  in  the  morning,  at  or  before  St. 
Qnentin,  and  not  to  desist  nntil  the  said  enemy  wms 
beaten.  I  happened  to  see  a  friend,  who  is  the  com* 
mander  of  a  regiment,  holding  the'  ordre  de  haiaiUo  in 
his  hand,  and  admiring  it  as  a  masterpiece  of  strategy. 
''This  is  Goben,"  said  he ;  "I  know  him  weU  from  1866, 
when  he  was  operating  against  the  so-called  Sonth  Army. 
The  peculiarity  of  his  disposition  is  the  gpreat  exactness 
with  which  care  is  taken  of  all  parts  ;  none  being  neg- 
lected ;  each  working  for  itself  for  a  certain  time,  and 
scarcely  knowing  it  is  connected  with  a  neighbour  until 
the  time  comes  when  all  act  together  as  a  whole.  He 
cares  comparatively  little  how  many  men  perish  on  the 
march  so  long  as  the  march  is  completed  in  the  giyen 
time.  And  you  will  see  to-day,"  my  friend  added,  "  the 
results  ho  obtains.  You  will  particularly  notice  that 
everybody  will  be  not  only  in  his  right  place,  but  also 
in  due  time."  For  the  sake  of  explanation,  I  must  state 
that  very  many  officers  of  this  army  attribute  to 
Mantcuffers  slowness  the  fact  of  Faidherbe  not  having 
been  beaten  in  a  more  decided  manner  on  previoos 
occasions.  The  confidence  of  the  ordinary  soldier  in 
Yon  Gobcn*s  talent  is  striking.  On  the  march  through 
snow  and  mud,  from  morning  till  evening,  you  can  oflen 
hear  these  tired  fellows  say,  "  Well,  Goben  knows  that 
all  this  is  necessary,"  and  continue  as  jolly  as  ever. 
We  had  to  rise  yesterday  as  early  as  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  Beauvois  was  still  in  a  blaze.  Beings 
still  dark,  and  having  other  troops  marching  before  ns^ 
we  could  advance  but  slowly.  When  day  broke  we  were 
before  Sayy,  a  small  village  south  of  St.  Qnentin.     The 

'  left  wing  of  the  French  army  was  already  engaged  with 
the  16th  Division,  the  latter  coming  from  Ham.     The 
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nnceaBing  fire  of  ttie  French  rifles — alwnja  pointed  out  to 
the  GermaQB  by  their  officers  aa  squandering  ammunition 
— was  not  to  bo  mistaken.  Now  the  position  i>f  the  French 
conld  pretty  distinctly  be  made  out.  A  better  one  could 
not  be  desired.  To  fnlly  appreciate  it  you  must  picture 
St.  Qnentin  situated  within  a  hollotr,  euclotied  by  hills, 
which  hilly  circle  is  separated  by  n  raJley  from  a  second 
similar  circnmvallatioD.  Eastward  of  this  natural  for- 
tress, about  five  thousand  pacee  from  the  second  height, 
between  St.  Quentin  and  Savy,  is  a  thick  forest  of  con- 
siderable length,  separated  by  a  plain  of  about  five 
hundred  paces  from  a  second  forest,  less  extensive  than 
the  former,  still  more  westward,  towards  the  road  to 
Peronne,  near  Vcrmand,  The  French  army  was  so 
posted  on  the  second  height  as  to  have  its  left  wing 
eastward  of  St.  Quentin,  the  right  beyond  the  second 
forest,  and  the  bulk  behind  both  forests,  the  forests 
being  lined  with  soldiers.  Two  batteries  were,  in  a 
masterly  fashion,  placed  behind  the  height  separating 
the  two  forests,  so  as  to  be  entirely  concealed,  tlieir 
existence  merely  being  known  by  the  smoke  after  the 
discharge.  On  our  side  there  was  the  IGth  Division  on 
tie  right  [  the  3rd  cavalry  Division  on  the  left  wing ;  the 
ISth  Division  in  the  centre.  The  respective  batteries 
were  with  their  divisions,  and  the  artillery  corps  kept 
in  reserve.  Altogether  we  had  35,1100  men.  Aa  far  as 
I  could  learn  from  French  prisoners,  the  army  of  General 
Faidherbe,  reinforced  at  St.  Quentin,  numbered  no  less 
than  65,000.  The  proportion  -of  the  French  and  Germans 
was  more  than  two  to  one. 

■At  Savy  orders  were  given  to  the  infantry  to  take  the 
forests,  and  to  help  them  three  batteries  were 
mounted  near  the  windmill  behind  Savy,  which 
threw  their  sheila  partly  into  the  forests,  and  partly 
amidst  those  troops  who  were  posted  on    the   height 
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connecting  tbem.  The  Frencli  batteries  likewise  begaaii 
to  roar  from  behind  the  hill,  and  aimed  welL  I  at- 
tempted to  follow  the  infantry,  but  bo  wide  is  the  range 
of  the  Cha8sep6ts,  that  at  a  distance  of  1,000  yards, 
where  we  began  to  adyance,  we  had  already  seTexal 
wonnded.  The  French  rifles  are,  in  fact,  feared  by  the 
Pmssians  at  long  distances,  whilst  the  danger  de- 
creases in  direct  ratio  as  the  distance  becomes  shorter. 
In  other  words,  at  the  range  of  about  1,500  or  2,000 
paces  and  more,  no  Prussian  would  dream  of  disbharging 
his  rifle  ;  and  thus  he  stands,  as  it  were,  at  the  mercy 
of  his  enemy,  who  by  frequently  firing  makes  up  for 
the  indiflerence  of  his  aim.  Listening,  therefore,  for  a 
time  to  the  peculiar  music  of  the  French  bullets  and 
grenades,  I  turned  my  horse  round,  and  witnessed  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  gaUant  cavalry  attacks  I  have 
eyer  seen.  Immediately  behind  Savy  seyeral  squadrons 
of  French  dragoons  were  drawn  up  in  line  against 
about  an  equal  number  of  the  Eling's  Hussars.  The 
former  were  extremely  nice  and  clean ;  their  horses  well 
tended ;  saddles  and  bridles  apparently  a  few  days  only 
in  use ;  their  white  cloaks  as  if  put  on  for  the  occasion* 
The  hussars,  on  the  other  hand,  as  well  as^their  horses, 
were  covered  with  mud ;  their  uniforms,  usually  so  neat 
and  shiny,  were  all  soiled  from  the  long  and  toilsome 
marches  of  the  last  few  days.  I  was  just  instituting 
the  comparison,  when  the  hussars,  like  lightning,  dashed 
forward  against  the  enemy,  and  overrode  him  in  a  pitiful 
manner.  The  first  shock  dismounted  half  of  the  French 
dragoons ;  their  white  cloaks  covered  the  [ground,  *  or 
were  trodden  into  the  earth ;  whilst  those  who  remained 
on  their  horses  fell  under  the  heavy  strokes  of  the 
hussars'  sharp  sabres,  or  were  made  prisoners.  When 
brought  in  I  conversed  with  some  of  them,  and  learned 
that  they  had  entered  the  army  only  three  weeks  before, 
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and  that  previously  to  tliat  time  thej  Imd  never  been  on 
a  horse's  baok. 

It  was  noon,  and  onr  artillery  having  no  raeana  of  esti- 
muting  the  efiect  of  their  shells  on  the  concealed  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy,  left  off  firing.  They  resumed  it 
only  when  the  French  batteries  had  changed  their  front 
towards  their  right  flank,  probably  pressed  very  bard  by 
onr  3rd  cavalry  Division,  and  continued  and  compelled 
the  enemy  to  give  up  that  escellent  position.  The 
forests  were  already  in  possession  of  our  infantry.  Two 
light  and  one  heavy  battery  advanced  in  colnmns  at 
aboot  three  o'clock  in  the  direction  of  St.  Qnentin, 
leaving  the  first  forest  to  their  left.  Before  that  forest 
they  were  drawn  up  in  line  against  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy,  who,  being  in  retreat,  had  taken  position  on  the 
first  height  aronnd  St.  Qnentin.  Keariy  at  the  same 
time  four  batteries  of  the  itftillery  corps  were  summoned 
to  the  battle-field,  and  placed  themselves  at  the  right  of 
the  former  batteries.  Tims  on  the  west  side  of  St. 
Qnentin  seven  batteries  came  into  action,  and  the  ter- 
rible grandeur  of  their  roaring,  and  the  whistling  of 
their  shells,  were  indescribable.  The  cavaliy  Division 
contiuned  to  exercise  the  utmost  presenre  on  the  enemy's 
right,  as  the  ItJth  Division  did  on  his  left,  and  thus  he 
had  no  other  course  but  to  abandon  also  the  last  heights 
and  to  fall  back  into  the  town.  One  of  the  grandest 
war-pictures  ever  -witnessed  was  now  displayed.  The 
fall  light  of  day  had  already  disappeared  ;  the  wide 
plain  on  which  the  fiercest  of  battles  had  raged  was 
silent ;  but  on  the  right  and  left  wing  the  cries  of  vic- 
torions  troops  were  heard.  VThen  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  hist  position  the  whole  long  line  of  infantry 
and  cavalry,  followed  by  the  artillery,  began  to  march 
on  St,  Qnentin,  drums  beating,  banners  fluttering  in 
the  air ;  and,  amidst  the  shouts  of  "  hurrah ! "  advanced 
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until  they  had  reached  the  height  just  abandoned  by  the 
enemy.  The  batteries  were  mounted  in  a  semiciide 
around  the  town,  which  the  15th  Division  now  took  by 
storm,  assisted  by  the  16th  Division,  which  attacked 
the  east  of  the  town.  The  enemy  was  no  longer  able 
to  resist,  and  made  his  escape  as  well  as  he  could.  The 
army  being  routed,  some  went  to  Cambrai,  others  are 
said  to  have  gone  to  Guise.  The  cavalry  Division,  on 
their  advance  in  the  aflbemoon,  made  4,000  prisoners, 
and  at  St.  Quentin  about  an  equal  number  were  taken. 
Up  to  the  present  time  11,000  prisoners  are  in  our 
hands,  and  smaller  detachments  are  being  constantly 
brought  in  by  the  patrols.  Had  the  night  not  prevented 
the  artillery  from  continuing  their  work,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  any  French  soldier  to  escape. 
Where  General  Faidherbe  is  gone  is  not  yet  known ; 
still  less  what  movements  he  contemplates  after  the  dis- 
asters of  yesterday. 

The  Special  Correspondent  at  Douai  wrote  on  the  2l8t 
concerning  the  result  of  this  battle : — 

The  blow  which  the  silent  anxieties  of  those  most  interested 
have  for  days  foreboded  has  at  length  fallen  on  the  North, 
in  the  decisive  defeat  at  St.  Quentin  of  General  Faidherbe's 
army.  His  defeat  may  not  have  been  a  rout ;  but  for  all 
practical  purposes  the  result  is  the  same.  The  strength 
of  the  army  is,  speaking  numerically,  impaired  at  least 
one-third  by  men  who  have  become  prisoners  or  vanished, 
their  leaders  and  comrades  know  not  whither.  This  is 
independent  of  killed  and  wounded.  The  remainder  are 
being  forced  on  from  Cambrai,  which  was  the  first  point 
made  for,  to  the  fortresses  a  little  farther  off.  Arras  and 
here,  whence  considerable  numbers  are  being  drafted  off 
to  Lille,  and  probably  to  St.  Omer,  for  reconstruction. 
Thus  what  was  a  few  days  ago  at  least  a  compact  body. 


DISPERSION  OF  TBE  FJIENCH  ARMY. 


flashed  with  a  certain  Bucceas,  is  to-day  being  scattered 
among  the  ncirthem  towns.  At  this  moment  the  men 
are  arriving;  hei«  in  large  nombers,  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  artillery,  it  being  presumed  that  if  Cambrai 
is  not  invested  or  talcen  aU-eady,  it  nill  be  in  the  course 
of  the  day. 

The  fighting  commenced  by  some  skirmishes  on  Wednes- 
day, the  18th  instant.  On  the  previous  day  General 
Faidfaerbe  had  established  his  quartier-general  at  St. 
Quentin,  and  early  the  fallowing  morning  despatched  a 
brigade  of  the  2'2nd  Corps  d'Arm^e  in  advance  of  the 
main  army,  which  shortly  after  foUowed,  in  a  southerly 
direction  towards  MeziSres  on  the  Oiso.  General  Faid- 
herhe  being  practically  utterly  deficient  in  cavalry,  hia 
reconnaissances  were  too  limited  to  enable  him  to  know 
for  certain  the  direction  occupied  by  the  enemy ;  con- 
sequently a  portion  of  his  mea  came  unexpectedly  npon 
their  advanced  posts  near  the  village  of  Boupy ;  and  at 
Vaui  the  43rd  Regiment  of  the  Line  and  the  20th 
Battalion  of  Chasseurs  were  suddenly  and  violently 
attacked  by  a  Prussian  battery.  They  lost  five  officers 
and  over  a  hundred  men.  Orders  were  given  to  a  portion 
of  the  23rd  Corps  dArmee,  -which  it  must  be  remem- 
bered is  mainly  composed  of  Mobilist^s  as  opposed  to 
the  22nd  Corps  d'Armee  made  up  of  Line  soldiers  and 
Marines,  but  tliey  arrived  too  late  to  be  of  service.  On 
the  lOth  the  main  battle  commenced,  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  moruing,  by  an  attack  &om  the  Prussians,  who 
occupied  some  heights  overlooking  the  villages  of  Grugia 
and  Castres,  occupied  by  the  Sud  Division  of  the  23rd 
Corps  d'Armee,  and  commanded  by  General  Gislin.  By 
ten  o'clock  the  French  were  obliged  to  abandon  their 
positions,  and  a  powerful  attack  was  made  on  their 
whole  lines  by  the  Prussians  with  an  immense  artillery 
force.    The  struggle  continued  till  two  o'clock,  at  which 


318  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  [chaf. 

hour  some  French  officers  assert  the  Prnssian  lines  were 
giving  way  before  the  22nd  Corps  d'Arm^e,  though,  at 
the  same  time  the  23rd  Corps  d'Armee  had  then  lost 
mnch  ground.  The  two  corps  had  unhappily  become 
separated  by  the  canal  Crozat,  too  bi*oad  and  deep  to 
be  crossed  but  by  bridges,  and  were  consequently  TmaUe 
to  be  of  use  to  each  other.  It  was,  therefore,  soon  seen 
that  the  23rd  Corps  d'Armee  (composed,  as  I  taid 
before,  chiefly  of  Mobilises)  began  to  yield  visibly,  and 
by  three  o'clock  had  retreated,  certainly  not  in  good 
order — in  fact,  "ran  away"  would  be  the  more  correct 
definition  for  those  who  had  not  become  prisoners. 
General  Faidherbe  endeavoured,  but  inefiTectuallyy  to 
restore  confidence  by  directing  some  battalions  of  the 
22nd  Corps  d'Armee  to  go  to  their  aid ;  but  before  this 
movement  could  be  accomplished  the  panic  was  too 
great.  From  this  time  the  22nd  Corps  d'Armte,  under 
Generals  Deroja  and  Paulzo  d'lvoy,  sustained  the  whole 
of  the  ^^i.  Even  among  these  troops  some  Mobiles 
gave  way,  but  were  again  rallied  and  placed  in  front  of 
the  regiment  of  Zouaves  of  the  North.  These  latter 
are  as  fine  a  body  of  young  dare-devils  as  the  French 
possess.  However,  by  four  o'clock  General  Paulze  d'lvoy, 
seeing  the  impossibility  of  defending  further,  the  retreat 
was  sounded,  and  under  the  continual  fire  of  the  enemy 
St.  Quentin  was  again  reached,  but  only  en  route  for  a 
farther  distance  still ;  for,  determined  to  repossess  the 
town  they  had  evacuated  three  days  before,  the  Prussians 
not  only  fired  upon  the  troops  entering,  but  sent  some 
shells  into  it.  Thus,  when  night  was  falling,  the  weary 
men — almost  dead  with  several  days'  marching  to  and 
fro,  first  upon  Albert,  next  tacking  westward  upon  Fins 
— were  tmdging  several  kilometres  in  the  dreary  dark- 
ness to  Cambrai,  knowing  they  had  lost  an  important 
day,   and  that  their   conquerors   were    occupying  the 


town  they  held  the  night  before.  Very  few  wounded 
have  been  able  to  bo  broa^ht  forward,  the  majority 
having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Of  the 
nnmbers  of  killed  and  wounded  on  either  side,  it  wonld 
be  simply  misleading  to  name  any  number  whatever. 
They  are  entirely  unknown.  What  is  better  known 
are  thoEe  that  are  "  missing  "  on  the  French  side,  Theso 
are  so  enormons,  compared  to  the  numbers  eiign^d,tbat 
it  can  only  be  assumed  that  either  priBoneni  have  been 
made  en  masse,  or  that  immense  numbers  have  simply 
run  away  as  fast  and  as  far  as  their  legs  will  carry  them. 
Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  lojrgo  niuubers  of  these  poor 
fellows  have  been  oblij^d  to  march  and  fight  with  bare 
feet,  their  shoes,  so  bad  in  the  firet  instance,  having 
collapsed.  I  see  now  many  limping  through  the  street 
with  nothing  but  a  piece  of  the  nnder  sole  strapped  on 
(God  knows  how),  and  tbeir  feet  naked,  or  only  covered 
with  a  ragged  sock.  Can  any  people  expect  men  of  the 
calibre  Trciichmen  are  to  fight  under  such  circam&tances  ? 

Thus,  within  ten  days,  a  second  French  army,  upon 
which  high  hopes  bad  been  bnilt,  was  disposed  of.  In 
a  report  to  the  Minister  of  War,  General  Faidherbe 
stated  that  at  this  battle  he  lind  only  25,000  combatants, 
his  four  divisions  having  been  reduced  during  sis  weeks' 
operations  to  6,000  or  7,000  men  each ;  and  that  he  had 
gone  forward,  certain  of  meeting"  an  overwhelming  force,  in 
order  to  assist  the  sortie  from  Paris,  by  the  sacrifice  of  his 
n  army.  If  the  Army  of  the  North  was  indeed  reduced 
a  strength  of  25,000  men,  France  and  Paris,  which  had 
been  led  to  believe  that  it  had  three  or  four  times  that 
number,  had  been  shamefully  deceived.  In  connection 
with  this  battle,  one  fact  recorded  by  the  Special  Corre- 
spondent before  Paris  with  the  Saxons  deserves  noticCi 
Writing  on  the  21at,  he  said ; — 
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It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  war  hardly  affords  a  xdovb 
striking  example  of  the  military  genius  of  Von  Moltke 
than  the  opportune  railway  trip  he  ordered  for  the  I6tli 
Brigade,  forming  part  of  the  beleaguering  army.  Cal* 
culation  had  furnished  him  with  evidence  that  Vom 
Ooben  would  make  his  mark  at  St.  Quentin  all  ihie 
deeper  if  he  were  strengthened  with  4,000  or  5,000  men 
and  a  few  guns ;  calculation  and  good  information  told 
him  the  hour  at  which  this  help  would  be  good  at  need. 

]  The  brigade  quietly  went  away  for  the  fight  just  as  a 
lawyer  goes  down  to  Beading  or  Gloucester  for  the 
circuit ;  and,  the  work  done,  it  comes  back  to  its  qoarters 
before  Paris  just  as  the  lawyer  comes  back  to  his  cases 
in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  This  device  has  simply 
for  the  time  converted  5,000  men  into  10|000  men. 
Napoleon  I.  was,  perhaps,  the  greatest  utilizer  of  his 
soldiery  by  means  of  rapid  movements  of  all  Von 
Moltke's  predecessors ;  but,  then,  Napoleon  had  not  the 
locomotive  and  the  militdr-Zug,  Dense  as  the  popu- 
lation of  France  may  be,  the  terrible  and  continnons 
drain  as  prisoners  of  what  are  nominally  at  least  fighting 
men  must  be  sorely  felt. 


"SOHETHINQ   MUST  BE  DOSEr 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


Br  the  middJe  of  Janaary  all  the  armies  which  were 
to  have  saved  Paris  had  failed ;  the  resisting  power 
of  the  people  themselves  was  rapidly  wasting  away,  and 
it  was  necessary  for  the  Government  of  National  Defence 
to  form  a  critical  resolution.  The  newspapers  severely 
blamed  the  inactivity  of  the  Government.  General 
Trocha  was  especially  marked  oat  for  animadversion,  hia 
"plan"  was  ridiculed,  his  sorties  were  called  "platonic," 
and  his  removal  was  called  for.  To  diminish  hia  respon- 
sibility and  increase  the  confidence  of  the  public,  the 
Government  had  summoned  a  Council  of  War,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  Governor  of  Paris,  and  composed  of  the 
generals  of  the  three  armies  of  the  capital,  the  admirals 
commanding  the  forts,  and  the  generals  at  the  head  of  the 
artillery  and  engineers,  and  it  was  announced  that  measnres 
bad  been  adopted  to  anito  the  National  Guard,  the  Mobile 
Guard,  and  tbe  army  for  the  most  active  defence.  But 
the  time  had  passed  when  the  people  could  be  satisfied 
with  words,  however  plausible ;  and  besides,  the  Govern- 
ment could  no  more  aSbrd  to  wait  than  the  people. 
General  Trocha  had  said  that  "  the  Governor  would  never 
capitulate."  There  was  notbing  left,  then,  but  to  make 
one  more  sortie,  which  it  was  well  understood  would  bo 
the  last  supreme'effort  of  the   defenders  of  Paris.     On 

tthe  19th  of  January  the  aus/all  was  made  from  Mont 
Tfclerien,  and  with  100,000  men.    The  army  was  composed 
TOL.  n,  T 
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of  three  main  columns,  each  consisting  of  troops  of  the  liiiiey 
Gtirdes  Mobiles,  and  Mobilised  National  Gnards,  formed  in 
brigades.  The  column  of  the  lefl,  under  the  command  of 
General  Vinoy,  was  ordered  to  cany  the  redoubt  at  Mon- 
tretout  and  the  villas  of  Beam,  Pozzo  di  Borgo,  Armagand, 
and  Ermenonneuve  ;  the  centre,  under  General  BeUemaRe^ 
was  to  proceed  to  the  east  of  the  Bergerie.  The  column 
of  the  right,  commanded  by  General  Ducrot,  was  to 
operate  against  the  west  of  the  park  of  BuzenvaL  All 
the  communications  leading  to  the  peninsula  of  G^nneviU 
liers,  including  the  railways,  were  employed  for  the  con- 
centration of  these  large  forces ;  and  as  the  attack  wka 
to  take  place  early  in  the  morning,  the  right,  which  liad  a 
long  distance  to  moye  (seven  miles),  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  on  a  defective  line  of  railway,  and  on  a  road  en- 
cumbered by  a  column  of  artillery  which  had  lost  its  way, 
was  only  able  to  reach  its  rallying  point  after  the  attack 
had  commenced  in  the  left  and  centre.  By  41  A.1E.  ilie 
redoubt  at  Montretout  and  the  villas  had  been  taken  by 
Yinoy's  troops.  General  Bellemarre  had  arrived  at  the 
summit  of  the  Bergerie  after  having  occupied  the  Maiaon 
du  Cur6.  But  while  waiting  for  the  support  of  the  right 
he  had  to  bring  up  a  portion  of  his  reserve  in  order  to 
maintain  his  position.  In  the  meantime  General  Ducrot's 
column  came  into  line.  His  right,  established  at  Bemly 
was  cannonaded  by  formidable  batteries  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Seine,  which  were  replied  to  by  the  artillery  at 
General  Ducrot's  disposal  and  by  Mont  Yal^rien.  The  en- 
gagement was  carried  on  briskly  at  the  Gate  of  Longboyany 
where  a  desperate  resistance  was  encountered  from  behind 
walls  and  loopholed  houses  which  skirt  the  park.  General 
Ducrot  repeatedly  led  the  troops  of  the  Line  and  the 
National  Guard  on  to  the  attack  without  being  able  to 
gain  'ground.  Between  three  and  four  o'clock  a  fresh 
offensive  movement  of  the  Germans  between  the  centre 
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and  left  of  the  French  position,  and  carried  out  with 
great  energy,  caused  the  French  to  fall  back.  A  little 
later  they  moved  forward  again,  and  the  Bnmmit  of  the 
plateau  was  once  more  recaptured  ;  bnt  night  eet  in,  and 
it  was  impoBsible  to  bring  up  artillery  to  take  firm  poaaea- 
sion  of  the  position  ;  and  the  French  troops,  fatigued  by 
twelve  houra'  fighting,  and  by  the  marching  on  the  pre- 
ceding nights,  were  ordered  to  retreat.  At  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  M.  Jnlea  Favre  publishes  tlie  following 
bulletin  from  General  Trochu : — 

"  The  battle  engaged  in  advance  of  Mont  Valerien  has 
lasted  since  morning.  The  engagement  eiteuds  from  Mon- 
tretont  to  the  left  of  the  ravine  of  Celle,  St.  Cloud  to  the 
right.  Three  corpa  of  the  army,  forming  more  than  1 00,000 
men,  and  provided  with  a  formidable  artilleiy,  are  struggling 
■with  the  enemy.  General  Vinoy  to  the  left  holds  Montre- 
tout,  and  is  fighting.  At  Garches,  Generals  Bellemarre 
and  Ducrot  have  attacked  tho  platform  of  La  Bergerie, 
and  have  been  fighting  for  some  hours  at  the  Chateau  de 
Buzenval.  The  troops  have  shown  the  most  brilliant 
courage,  and  the  Mobilised  National  Guards  have  dis- 
played as  much  firmness  as  patriotic  ardour.  The  Governor 
Commander-in-Chief  does  not  know  as  yet  the  definitive 
result  of  the  day.  As  soon  as  the  Govornment  shall  have 
received  information,  it  will  be  communicated  to  the  popu- 
lation of  Paris." 

This  intelligence  was  received  in  Paris  with  the  liveliest 
Batiafaction.  All  day  long  the  streets  bad  been  filled  with 
people  waiting  for  the  news  of  victory.  At  half-past  nine 
the  following  bulletin  was  iaaned,  bnt  probably  two-thirds 
of  tho  population  only  heard  of  it  on  the  following 
morning: — 

'  Our  enterprise,  which  commenced  so  happily,  has  not 
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had  the  issue  that  we  might  have  hoped.  The  enemy, 
whom  we  surprised  this  morning  bj  the  enddennefls  of  oor 
attack,  brought  against  us  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
day  immense  masses  of  artillery,  with  in&ntry  of  reeerve. 
About  three  o'clock  our  left,  strongly  attacked,  gave 
way.  I  thought  proper,  after  having  ordered  every  one 
to  remain  firm,  to  go  personally  to  the  left,  and  after 
a  time  we  resumed  the  offensive;  but  night  coming 
on,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  continuing  with  great 
violence,  our  columns  were  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
heights,  which  they  had  escaladed  in  the  morning.  The 
best  feeling  has  not  ceased  to  animate  the  National  Guards 
and  the  troops,  who  showed  great  courage  and  energy  in 
the  long  and  terrible  struggle.  I  do  not  as  yet  know  our 
loss.  From  the  prisoners  I  learn  that  that  of  the  enemy 
was  very  considerable.  (Signed)  Teochu." 

The  Correspondent  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Prussia  wrote,  on  the  20th,  from  Versailles : — 

The  sortie  from  Mont  Yalerien  yesterday  was  an  effort 
difficult  to  explain,  save  by  reasons  other  than  strategic 
General  Trocbu  could  have  hoped  to  do  but  little  against 
the  strong  German  force  in  this  quarter  without  bringing 
up  all  his  strength  and  pushing  madly  on.  Now  he  did 
neither  one  thing  nor  the  other,  and  we  can  only  suppose 
that  he  was  urged  in  Paris  to  fight  a  battle  towards 
VersaiUes,  and  fought  one  accordingly,  to  encourage 
the  people  to  hold  out  bravely  against  hunger.  The 
French  made  a  great  demonstration  and  little  more, 
though  they  incurred  considerable  loss  in  so  doing, 
especially  on  the  left  of  their  line. 

The  best  view  that  could  be  had  of  Thursday's  fighting 
was  from  a  field-work  on  the  German  right,  whence 
Montretout  was  distinctly  to  be  seen.  There  were  the 
4-pounder  guns,  so  light  but  so  deadly  in  effect,  un- 
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I  limbered  and  pointed  at  the  Freneh.  There  were  the 
artillery  horeea  standing  patiently  in  the  mnd  behind 
the  battery,  indifTerent  to  sndden  noiee,  and  biting'  at  the 
withered  leaves  on  the  buahea  instead  of  listening  to 
the  shells  which  flew  overhead.  The  gnnners  were  at 
their  post,  ready  to  fire  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  a  group 
of  staff  officers  had  gathered  in  the  most  convenient 
spot  for  looking  from  the  field  work  towards  Jlontretout. 
So  long  as  the  gnns  on  this  eiie  kept  qniet  it  was 
likely  that  the  enemy's  cannon  would  send  only  stray 
sheila  here  and  there  against  tVie  hill-top.  But  Chaase- 
p6t  bnllets  were  more  plentiful,  and  without  drawing 
anybody's  fire  in  particular,  the  battery  of  which  I  speak 
might  get  more  than  enough  of  these  small  whistling 
visitors.  Even  whilst  we  strained  onr  eyes  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  French  and  German  troops  a  little  farther 
forward,  and  marked  how  the  thin  film  of  bluish  smoke 
and  the  crackling  line  of  infantry  advanced  or  receded, 
an  artilleryman  in  the  battery  fell  wounded  by  a  Chasse- 
pdt  bullet,  close  to  where  the  staff  officers  had  gathered. 
Those  French  rifles  have  a  long  range,  and  it  is  well  to- 
beware  of  them.  See  the  gallant  old  colonel  of  artillery 
who  steps  np  to  the  Crown  Prince  to  report  what  has 
happened.  The  report  is  meant,  I  doubt  not,  to  suggest 
a  change  of  position.  But  the  fight  on  yonder  sloping 
gronnd  has  intense  interest  for  the  commander  of  the 
besieging  army.  His  Highness  stands  fast,  and  looks 
eagerly  across  the  intervening  fields.  There  they  come 
— there  come  the  enemy  seferal  yards  forward,  and  the- 
thin  bluish  smoke  is  in  two  very  distinct  lines  now,  with 
a  steady  crackling  beneath  it  which  seems  never  to  flag. 
Well  done  both  sides !  They  keep  it  np  like  men.  The 
lines  of  smoke  have  a  deadly  meaning,  for  many  of  th& 
advancing  French  roll  upon  the  gronnd,  and  some  Ger- 
■    msne  also  seem  to  be  hart.    W«ll  done  both  sides  I    Tbo 
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sharp  crackling  fire  would  wring  the  hearts  of  tliose  ai 
home  if  thej  could  hear  it.     How  steadily  the  G^ermaiiB 
hold  their  own !     If  they  are  doing  as  well  all  along  the 
front,  there  need  be  no  anxiety  for  the  result.     Xet  for 
a  moment  they  are   borne    back.     The  French  gain 
another  strip  a  few  yards  in  width,  and  come  more  fully 
into  view.     Their  supports  seem  to  have  descended  from 
the  crest  of  the  ridge  behind  Montretout,  and  to  be  M« 
lowing  them  on  to  the  sloping  fields  straight  before  us. 
It  is  a  fair  chance  for  the  Prussian  guns.    The  battay 
where  we  stand  opens  fire  with  deliberate  aim.     **  Now 
to  the  right!"  "Now  to  the  left!"  "  Let  them  have  it  a 
little  higher! "    We  can  hear  the  orders  given,  and  aee 
the  neat  working  of  the  fatal  tubes.     Four  gunners  are 
busied  with  each,  and  the  cartridges,  which  with  cannon 
of  this  size  are  a  mere  trifle  to  handle,  are  slipped  in  at 
the  breech  like  pills  into  a  pill-box.   Bang !  Bang!-  How 
sharply  they  tingle  on  the  ears  1     There  go  the  shells  to 
the  sloping  fields  across  the  valley,  where  the  French  ad- 
vance.    They  cause  some  confusion,  and  have  an  evident 
effect  in  checking  the  forward  movement.    We  can  per- 
ceive that  several  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  have  run 
back  to  the  main  body.    As  evening  approaches,  the 
lines  of  bluish  smoke  are  less  clear  than  the  flashes  of 
the  rifles.     But  it  is  not  dark  enough  yet  to  lose  sight 
of  the  men  who  fire.     The  flashes  are  twinkling  along 
the  crest  of  the  ridge  and  down  on  the  fields  below. 
We  can  now  see  gleams  of  light  from  French  and  Gtest* 
man  cannon  to  our  right  front.     Some  heavy  shells  fly 
very  near  us,  and  burst  with  a  shattering  disagreeable 
sound.     They  are  not  well  aimed,  though  things  begin 
to  look  as  if  this  active  battery  where  we  stand  had 
drawn  too  much  attention  to  itself.    Bang  I  bang!  from 
the  sharp-voiced,  toy-like  four-pounders.     Every  shot 
they  make  is  of  service  to  the  infantry  below.    The 
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Frenoli  have  ceased  to  advance  ;  nay  more,  they  have 
given  ground  for  many  yards,  and  are  fartber  back  than 
they  ivero  at  first.  The  flashee  ^ow  brighter,  and  the 
I'urmB  of  the  men  lesH  eaay  to  distingaiab.  Another  and 
another  heavy  aliell  screama  up  from  the  French  poei- 
tion  in  rear  of  the  fighting,  anil  seem  more  clearly  than 
ever  destined  for  these  troublesome  field-pieces.  Mes- 
sengers have  ridden  to  and  fro  between  the  Crown 
Prince's  staff  and  the  troops  engaged.  One  officer  has 
galloped  away  to  order  up  a  fresh  battalion.  Another 
has  come  with  news  that  the  advanced  line  is  keeping 
its  assailants  back.  Horses  have  plunged  and  kicked 
and  fidgeted  round  and  round  in  rear  of  the  battery,  for 
they  are  not  all  such  quiet  steeds  as  those  harnessed  to 
the  limbers.  There  has  been  too  much  infei-est  in  the 
work  going  on  before  ns  for  any  one  to  think  of  the 
shells  which  scream  up  from  below,  until  they  grow 

persistent  in  their  visita  that  they  are  not  to  be 
neglected.  A  shell  bursts  just  in  front  of  the  battery, 
and  throws  up  the  mud  high  in  air.  It  does  no  harm, 
bat  its  arrival  causes  some  remark  to  be  made  to  the 
Prince.  His  Highness  is  urged  to  shift  his  position,  at 
least  to  one  side,  now  that  the  field-pieces  have  drawn 
the  enemy's  fire ;  and,  without  mounting  his  horse, 
which  is  led  round  in  the  rear,  he  walks  leisurely  past 
the  left  of  the  batiery  to  a  spot  where  a  line  of  infantry 

sheltered  behind  a  wail.  For  a  little  while  longer 
the  Prince  lingers  in  sight  of  the  nimble  gunners,  until 
darkness  has  so  far  prevailed  that  there  is  scarcely  any- 
thing to  be  seen  but  the  bright  fiash  at  each  discharge. 
The  fight  is  less  hotly  maintained  below ;  the  French 
have  seemingly  lost  heart,  and  there  is  no  further  ad- 
vance on  their  part.  It  has  been  as  stirring  an  hour's 
work  as  one  can  often  have  the  chance  to  see. 
IContaretout  was  retaken  late  that  night  with  but  slight 
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loss  to  the  Germans,  and  bnt  slight  resistance  by  Hie 
French ;  and  it  appeared  that  after  their  failure  to  get 
forward  in  the  straggle  on  the  19th  itself,  these  last  did 
not  care  to  hold  an  exposed  position  in  face  of  the  Oennan 
field-guns.  I  heard  that  the  French  regiments  retnmed 
into  Paris,  with  their  bands  playing,  early  yesterday. 
The  prisoners  whom  I  saw  seemed  well  fed,  though  I 
only  saw  a  few  close  np. 

Another  Correspondent  wrote : — 

I  got  a  capital  view  of  the  sortie  from  the  Terrace  of  Sti. 
Germain,  where  I  arrived  about  noon,  having  received 
no  intimation  before  leaving  Versailles  that  any  fighting 
was  taking  place.  On  the  roof  of  the  Pavilion  of  Henri 
rV. — the  Star  and  Garter  of  the  environs  of  Paris,  the 
highest  point  in  the  vicinity — ^is  erected  a  look-out  place, 
fitted  with  a  most  powerful  telescope.  Through  this  in- 
strument the  French  were  descried,  soon  afler  8  A.M., 
issuing  from  Yal^rien  and  pouring  down  the  slopes. 
The  alarm  was  instantly  given,  and  intimation  of  the 
impending  attack  telegraphed  to  Versailles,  where,  I 
dare  say,  the  world  at  head-quarters  was  somewhat 
rudely  startled  out  of  slumbers  succeeding  the  festivities 
of  the  Bang's  birthday.  Without  waiting  to  get  their 
coffee,  each  man  only  sticking  a  piece  of  bread  into  his 
knapsack,  two  battalions  of  the  Gtirde-Landwehr,  which 
garrison  St.  Germain,  were  hurriedly  pushed  through 
the  railway  tunnel  across  the  still  intact,  though  under- 
mined, railway  bridge,  across  the  Vesinet,  to  Ch^tou  on 
the  Seine,  exactly  opposite  St.  Germain.  From  Ch&tou^ 
where  the  Seine  used  to  be  crossed  by  a  bridge,  inter- 
rupted by  the  island  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  road  to 
the  left  leads  to  Nanterre,  that  to  the  right  to  the  Beuil. 

The  engagement,  which  began  about  9  a.m.,  was  appa* 
rently  at  its  hottest  between  twelve  and  three.   Towardft 
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3  P.M.,  I  borrowed  a  field-glasa  from  some  moat  obliging' 
Landwehr  officers,  who  explained  to  me  the  move- 
ments of  the  hostile  forces.  Right  in  front  of  ne, 
with  two  bends  of  the  Seine,  inclndinf;  thu  dead  flat 
plain  of  the  Vesinet  between  ns  and  him,  stood  Mont 
Valerien,  isolated  with  a  broad  base,  and,  VcsnvinB-likc, 
now  belching  ont  fire  from  his  summit,  now  from  his 
sides.  For  half-way  up  his  slopes  are  strong  redonbte, 
one  facing  north-west,  others  facing  Eonth'west  and 
sonfh.  Just  over  the  left  shoulder  of  Vaierien  I  coald 
clearly  make  oat  the  broad  top  of  the  Arc  de  Triomphe, 
and  away  to  the  north,  across  the  plain,  loomed  the 
towers  of  St.  Denis — destined,  as  I  am  informed,  to  an 
early  bombardment.  The  horizon  on  the  left  waa  bonaded 
by  the  heights  of  Montmorency.  To  the  right,  following 
the  windings  of  the  Seine  at  oiir  feet,  were  stretched  ont 
the  pictoresque  lino  of  heights  which  extend  from  St. 
Germain  to  Suvres,  Meudon,  and  Clamart,  broken  into 
tranaverse  ridges  by  the  lateral  valleys  which  debouch 
into  the  Seine  at  Port  Marly,  Boagival,  St.  Cloud,  and 
Sevres.  From  the  German  batteries,  estabhshed  all 
along  these  heights,  a  very  lively  fire  was  kept  up  all 
day,  replying  to  the  cannonade  from  the  southern  re- 
doubts of  Valerien  and  the  French  field- batteries,  which 
seemed  to  maintain  a  very  steady  fire,  and  to  be  advanc- 
ing gradually  towards  the  heights  of  Montretout,  above 
St.  Clond,  which  they  are  reported  to  have  finally  carried. 
To  create  a  diversion  in  the  rear  of  the  main  French  ad- 
vance, which  was  directed  to  the  southward,  against  the 
5th  and  Gth  Prussian  Corps  d'Armee,  with  some  Bava- 
rians between  them,  orders  were  sent  to  the  4th  Corps 
d'Armee  to  advance  from  the  north.  This  movement 
I  could  observe  very  distinctly,  especially  the  period 
when  the  advancing  field-butteries  of  the  4th  Corps 
were  hotly  engaged  with  the  redoubt  of  Valerien  facing 
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north-west,  whicli  had  to  be  silenced  before  the  4th  Corps 
could  get  past  to  take  the  main  French  advance  in  the 
rear.  What  the  result  of  the  episode  may  have  been  I 
am  unable  to  state.  About  4  p.m.  the  fire  slackened 
a  good  deal  all  along  the  line,  and  the  weather,  which 
had  been  clear  since  mid-day,  became  rather  thick  and 
foggy ;  but  we  could  still  see  the  flashes  and  hear  the 
occasional  discharges  of  artillery,  which  continued  long 
after  nightfedl.  From  the  terrace  I  watched  the  bivonao 
fires  of  the  two  armies,  and  went  to  bed  in  the  full  anti- 
cipation of  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  on  the  morrow. 
The  affair,  however,  was  decided  the  same  evening  by 
the  driving  back  of  the  French  from  the  heights  of 
Montretout. 

On  the  23rd,  by  which  time  the  real  extent  of  the  battle  of 
the  19th  had  been  better  ascertained,  the  Correspondent  at 
the  head-quarters  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia  wrote : — 

We  have  found  that  the  French  loss  was  heavier  than 
was  at  first  supposed,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  desperate  as  their  chance  of  success  must  hove 
appeared,  the  officers  who  led  the  sortie  were  bent 
upon  striking  a  blow  at  the  German  head-quartera. 
General  Trochu  is  said  to  have  been  present  himself, 
and  to  have  risked  his  life  freely  to  encourage  the  men. 
All  the  means  of  attack  which  modem  science  supplies, 
and  which  arc  possessed  by  the  French  in  Paris,  were 
called  into  requisition.  The  gunboats  on  the  Seine 
steamed  boldly  into  action,  and  kept  up  a  galling  fire 
against  the  German  right,  which  was  established  in  the 
park  of  St.  Cloud.  The  railway  mitrailleuse  batteries 
came  out  on  the  St.  Germain  line,  under  the  protection 
of  Mont  Yal^rien,  and  attacked  such  of  the  besieging 
troops  as  it  seemed  likely  that  they  could  reach,  though 
I  do  not  think  they  were  able  to  keep  up  more  than,  a 


distant  fire  njwn  tbe  Fntssiati  left.  Field  artillery  and 
great  gnna  in  position  were  freely  used  to  support  the 
8ortie,  the  heavier  pieces  sending  up  their  shells  &om 

'  Billancourt  and  Boulogne, 
altogether  a  well-supported  attempt  to  make  snch  pro- 
a  the  first  rush  of  the  affair  as  would  pave  the 
way  for  an  advance  npon  Versailles ;  and  at  Montretout, 
mch  really  sncceeded  in  gaining  ground, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  plan  of  permanently  occnpying  tiie 
spot  £0  long  debated  between  besiegers  and  besieged. 
Throughout  the  day  the  French  held  Montretout,  and 
they  penetrated  sume  little  distance  on  the  German  side 
of  the  work.  Even  when  the  gallBot  Von  Strautz,  with 
his  Jagera,  supported  by  infantry  of  the  Line,  had 
recaptured  the  bone  of  contention  on  the  hill-top,  and 
thrown  back  the  French  with  loss  upon  Snresnes,  there 
remained  that  body  of  three  or  four  hundred  Mobiles, 
of  which  I  have  already  told  you,  concealed  in  the  vil- 
lage of  St,  Cloud,  cut  off,  as  would  appear,  by  the  failnre 
of  their  friends  to  support  tliem ;  and  these  Mobiles 
were  taken  by  the  indefatigable  Prussian  Jiigers  long 
after  the  whole  matter  of  the  sortie  was  thought  to 
have  been  laid  to  rest,     I  havo  heard  that  the  French 

I  were  considered  to  have  fought  better  than  usual  for  the 
first  part  of  their  attack,  as  though  they  had  nerved 
themselves  op  to  strike  a  decided  blow ;  bnt  in  the 
afternoon  of  Thursday,  when  I  had  a  good  opportunity 
of  seeing  for  myself  what  occni'red,  the  most  that  could 
be  said  was  that  they  stood  their  gronnd,  and  kept  up 
a  brisk  fire,  with  but  faint  symptoms  of  pressing  for- 
ward, and  with  seemingly  no  hope  of  being  able  to 
make  their  way  into  the  German  lines.  The  practice  of 
the  French  field-artillery  is  said  to  have  been  magnificent 
at  I  one  or  two  points,  and  that  of  the  German  field- 
batteries  was  quite  up  to  its  nsnal  mark,  as  I  can  vouch 
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from  what  I  saw ;  but  neither  on  one  side  nor  the  other 
was  the  small-arm  fire  so  deadly  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  persistent  way  in  which  it  was  ens- 
tained.  The  French  were  most  exposed,  and  lost  many 
more  men  than  their  opponents,  perhaps  four  or  five 
times  as  many;  but  the  great  loss  to  besi^ers  and 
besieged  alike  was  cansed  by  artillery  fire. 

Without  any  formal  armistice,  there  was  a  partial  cessi^ 
tion  of  hostilities  in  the  front,  towards  Mont  Yal^rien, 
to  allow  of  the  picking  up  of  the  wounded  and  the 
burial  of  the  dead.  I  was  told  by  an  officer  who  had 
been  present  during  this  truce  of  grim  necessity,  that 
the  French  seemed  anxious  to  remove  many  of  the 
bodies  for  interment  by  their  friends  within  the  city ; 
and  it  was  therefore  supposed  that  a  certain  number 
of  Parisian  National  Guards  of  the  better  class  had 
been  mixed  with  the  Mobiles  and  the  Line  troops  for 
the  purpose  of  the  sortie.  The  French,  who  came  with 
ambulance  waggons  to  remove  the  wounded  and  collect 
the  dead,  were  shocked  at  the  loss  which  they  found 
that  their  army  had  suffered.  They  spoke  of  having 
counted  as  many  as  forty-seven  dead  officers  in  the 
line  of  the  attack,  and  said  that  it  was  no  wonder,  for 
the  leaders  had  exposed  themselves  to  get  the  troops 
forward.  Trochu  was  among  the  foremost  for  several 
hours,  and  an  aide-de-camp  was  shot  close  by  him,  not 
twenty  paces  in  rear  of  the  line  of  skirmishers. 

This  sortie,  the  third  great  effort  of  the  siege,  was  all-im- 
portant to  Paris,  but  did  not  greatly  impress  the  besiegers^ 
whose  earliest  despatches  greatly  understated  the  number 
of  French  engaged.  The  Correspondent  with  the  Grown 
Prince  of  Saxony  wrote  on  the  19th  : — 

No  part  of  the  Maas  army  was  engaged  to-day,  with  the 
exception  of  the  artillery  division  of  the  4th  Army 
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Corpa,  generally  qnortered  in  Sannoia.  The  batteries 
to  tho  northward  of  VaJerien,  at  Nantetre,  Coiirbevoie, 
Ac,  and  the  big  fort  itself,  became  eruptive  abont  liincb- 
time ;  and  it  soon  transpired  that  they  were  firing  to 
cover  the  advance  of  French  infantry.  The  coiiimna  of 
these  headed  for  Heuil,  and  coalescing  with  troops  that 
had  come  down  irom  Valerien  and  ronnd  its  aonthem 
shoulder,  atmck  out  for  Bongival,  their  front  covered 
by  Gkirmishere,  and  the  batteries  firing  fhrionsly  over 
their  beads.  I  believe  the  attack  extended  all  the  way 
ronnd  to  the  front  of  the  German  batteries  at  St,  Cload, 
and  a  contingent  was  detailed  to  threaten  Ch&ton.  On 
a  splendid  position  in  front  of  the  carrieret  of  St. 
Denis,  the  artillery  of  the  4tK  Array  Corps  took  np  its 
ground,  and  made  brilliant  practice  in  enfilading  the 
French  advance  on  Kenil,  as  veil  as  in  convincing  the 
force  that  set  its  face  towards  Chatou  that  it  was  not 
wanted  there,  and  that  a  atrategetical  movement  in  the 
direction  of  its  own  rear  was  an  advisable  operation.  I 
beard  bickers  of  musketry  fire  from  the  direction  of 
Bougival  till  nigh  sundown,  but  abont  four  o'clock  the 
artillery  made  the  only  sound. 

It  seems  clear  that  the  Germans  arc  not  filled  with  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  last  writbings  of  the  captive  in  their 
grasp  here.  Artillery  are  held  to  form  bonds  quite  as 
strong  as  the  infantry  grip  which  so  long  has  held  Paris 
down.  In  accordance  with  a  policy  which  I  have 
already  ventured  to  foreshadow,  portiona  of  the  besieg- 
ing army  are  already  being  spared  to  co-operate  in 
more  active  operations  elsewhere.  TeBterday  the  16th 
Brigade,  consisting  of  the  GGth  and  86th  Hegimonts, 
was  despatched  by  railway  from  Gonease  to  St.  Quentin, 
to  Btrengthen  the  hands  of  Von  Goben.  In  adtlition  to 
this  exodus,  there  was  a  general  movement  of  the  troops 
yesterday   on  the  northern   front.      Details  would  be 
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wearisome,  bat  the  general  resnlt  is  what  may  be  termed  ft 
bracing  np  of  the  inner  circle ;  and  the  moTement  has 
a  specific  object  in  view  of  coming  events,  whioh  will 
suggest  itself,  at  all  events,  to  the  militaiy  reader. 

The  sortie  on  the  west  did  not  seem  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  interrupt  the  relentless  prosecution  of  the  bombard- 
ment on  the  south  and  south-west.  I  judge  as  mnch 
by  the  evidences  of  firing  which  were  visible  from  mj 
window  in  the  intervals  of  the  fog  and  rain.  A  (Jejnnan 
journalist  who  spent  the  night  with  me  employed  one 
of  these  intervals  in  earnestly  contemplating  Paris 
through  a  powerful  field.glass,  preserving  meanwhile 
a  rigid  taciturnity.  When  the  prospect  once  more  be- 
came obscured,  ho  turned  to  the  fire  with  the  sententious 
observation,  "  Dey  are  getting  dare  gruel."  The  phrase 
smacks  of  Jemmy  Shaw's  or  Ben  Gaunt's,  at  which 
haunt-s,  I  understand,  my  guest  was  a  frequent  visitor 
during  his  single  short  visit  to  England  ;  but  it  is  very 
expressive.  They  are  "  getting  their  gruel,"  these  citi- 
zens and  soldiers  in  the  white  city  out  there  to  the 
south ;  and  the  man  who  refused  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  enduring  constancy  and  valour  with  which  they  are 
taking  the  punishment  would  have  claim  neither  to  the 
title  of  a  truthful  reporter,  nor  to  a  capacity  for  some 
appreciation  of  a  spectacle  and  an  event  unique  in 
modem  times. 

Military  writers  are  busy  just  now  in  analyzing  the  dis> 
tinctions  between  an  army  of  the  people  and  a  profes- 
sional army.  I  saw  an  incident  to-day,  trivial  in  itself 
but  which  to  the  comprehension  of  one  familiar  with 
the  attributes  of  a  professional  army,  and  who  has 
been  also  for  some  months  studying  the  workings  of  a 
national  military  system,  was  not  without  its  signifi- 
'^•nce.  In  a  field  I  passed  a  squad  of  young  soldiers 
were  practising  the  bayonet  exercise.    Presently 
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I  tbe  drill  inatract-or  stood  his  pupils  at  ease,  ■whereupon, 
instead  of  grounding:  arms  and  LstleBslj  waiting  for 
the  next  "  Attention,"  the  sqnad  fell  each  man  to 
practising  industrionaly  the  lessons  that  had  just  been 
imparted.  There  was  one  young  fellow  longing  as  if 
he  wonid  skewer  the  garrison  of  Paris ;  another  pre- 
paring to  receive  cavalry  with  a  pertinacity  that  urast 
have  stmcfc  terror  into  a  brigade  of  horsemen.  Then  the 
men  toot  to  criticising  each  otter's  performances — not 
chaffingly,  but  quite  serioosly,  and  even  anxiously — 
individual  eipresaions  of  opinion  being,  so  to  speak, 
illustrated  with  cuts.     Uow,  is  there  a  drill-sergeant  in 

I  the  British  army  who  can  conscientionaly  assert  he  eror 
witnessed  a  similar  "  stjind-at-case"  episode  in  any  squad 
he  has  ever  drilled  P  I  have  Be«n  in  my  time  a  good 
many  squads  drilled,  but  the  chief  occnpation  of  such 
intervals  I  have  ever  noted  to  be  chewing  tobacco, 
snrreptitions  attempts  at  horse-play,  and  anzioua  glances 
~  at  the  barrack  clock.  There  is  a  standing  directioo  to 
cavalry  recruits  in  our  service  that  they  shall  lake 
opportunities  for  practising  the  sword  exercise  in  their 
leisure  hours.  Whoever  saw  a  cavalry  recruit  fulfilling 
ihis  injunction?  In  some  barrack-rooma  there  are 
masks  and  single -sticks,  but  tbeir  use  is  confined  to  a 
few  who  hare  hud  some  knowledge  of  cudgel  play  before 
enlisting.  The  Germans  cannot  touch  the  French  as 
Bwordsmen,  but  both  could  walk  round  and  laugh  at  us. 
An  English  dragoon  can  cut  the  sword  exercise  without 
depriving  his  horse  of  its  head,  and  about  one  in  every 
three  is  tolerably  dexterous  at  "  heads  and  posts,"  but 
not  one  in  twenty  have  any  conception  of  utilizing  the 
BWord  exercise  in  actual  self-defence.  Yet  the  sword 
exercise  is  the  mere  means  to  a  defensive  and  oETensive 
end ;  it  is  what  Euclid  is  to  the  practical  utilization  of 
\ba  science  of  geometry. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  19th  the  King  of  Pmssia  tele- 
graphed that  the  French  army  still  remained  outside  Paria, 
and  that  a  renewed  attack  was  expected  on  the  following 
day.     By  the  middle  of  the  day  on  the  20thy  howerer,  the 
regiments  which  had  fonght  on  Thursday  were  marching 
into  Paris.     In  the   evening  the  newspapers  announced 
that  General  Trochu  had  requested  an  armistice  of  two 
days  to  bury  the  dead.     In  the  afternoon  M.  Jules  Fayre 
summoned   the  Mayors  to  a  consultation,  and   G-eneral 
Trochu  also  appeared  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Afiairs 
for  half  an  hour,  and  then  returned  to  Yalerien.   The  news 
of  General  Chanzy's  defeat  became  known  on  the  same  day. 
The  weather  was  so  wet  that  there  were  but  few  groups 
of  people  on  the  boulevards,  but  at  the  clubs  Gteneral 
Trochu  was  universally  denounced.    Almost  every  one 
was  in  despair.     The  Government,  it  was  said,  was  pre- 
paring the  public  mind  for  a  capitulation.     The  next  day 
it  was  announced  that   General  Trochu    had  resigned. 
Yinoy  was  to  command  the  troops,  and  the  Governorship 
of  Paris  was  abolished.     The  German  shells  continued  to 
fall,  but  were  heeded  much  less  than  the  future  which  was 
visibly  lowering  upon  the  city.   Between  twelve  and  one  on 
the  morning  of  the  22nd,  a  band  of  armed  patriots  appeared 
before  the  prison  of  Mazas,  and  demanded  the  release  of 
Flourens  and  the  political  prisoners  who  were  shut  up 
there.     The  director,  instead  of  keeping  the  gate  shut, 
allowed  a  deputation  to  enter.     As  soon  as  the  gate  was 
opened,  not  only  the  deputation,  but  the  patriots  rushed  in, 
and  bore  off  Flourens  and  his  friends  in  triumph.     With 
the  Mayor  at  their  head,  they  then  went  to  the  Mairie  of 
the  20th  arrondissement,  and  pillaged  it  of  all  the  rations 
and  bread  and  wine  which  they  found  stored  up  there. 
Thereupon  by  order  of  the  Government  the  clubs  were 
closed,  and  the  Eheil  and  the  Combat  suppressed. 

On  the  20th,  the  Special  Correspondent  at  Paris  wrote: — 


I 
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Paris  ifl  very  uneasy  (md  very  nnhappy  to-night.  I  do 
not  suppose  tliitt  the  distress  will  last  as  long  as  it 
ought,  for  there  never  was  so  Iiopefal,  cheerful  a  race  as 
these  Frenchmen,  It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should 
have  any  reason  for  the  hope  which  animates  them,  or, 
at  least,  any  reason  beyond  that  suggested  by  history. 
France  most  win,  because  France  has  won  before,  and 
because  it  is  essential  to  her  glory  that  she  should  win 
again.  It  has  been  said  that  hope  springs  eternal  in 
the  human  breast ;  but  this  is  an  exaggeration  for  all 
save  Frenchmen.  Their  hopefulness  is  a  constant  wonder 
to  me  ;  and  so  it  happens  that  a  conjuncture  of  miseries 
occurring  to-day  which  would  drive  an  Englishman  to 
despair,  will  depreBS  the  ParisiaDS  only  for  a  day  or  two. 
If  I  were  writing  of  other  than  Frenchmen  I  should  be 
inclined  to  say  to-night  that  all  is  now  over.  Writing 
of  Frenchmen,  I  find  myself  unable  to  say  so.  All  cal- 
culation is  made  nought  by  the  incalculable  element  of 
hope.  I  have  seen  these  Parisians  in  a  very  much 
worse  condition  than  they  are  in  to-night — all  their 
chances  seemed  to  be  destroyed,  all  hope  gone  for  ever. 
On  the  morrow  they  were  merry  as  grigs — they  had 
still  a  good  many  chances — anij  hope  was  irrepressible. 

What  do  we  find  to-night  p  First  of  all,  that  which  comes 
home  very  bitterly  to  every  Frenchman — the  want  of 
bread.  But  no  :  I  will  mention  this  last,  and  return  to 
the  subject  anon.  Let  rae  give  the  first  place  to  the 
total  failure  of  the  third  great  sortie  planned  by  General 
Trochu.  It  is  a  failure  which  has  taken  all  Paris  by 
surprise,  because  from  the  eariier  announcements  we 
were  led  to  expect  victory ;  and  it  presses  on  one's 
Hpirits  heavily,  because  it  appears  that  General  Trochu 
has  demanded,  with  all  urgency,  a  tmcc  of  no  less  than 
two  days  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  removal  of 
the  wounded.     Next,  the  pigeon  of  yesterday  has  brought 
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in  the  news  of  Chanzy's  defeat — a  defeat  wbicli  all  ilie 
gilding  of  official  circnmlocation  cannot  explain  awaj 
or  tnm  to  advantage.  Thirdly,  if  Bonrbaki  has  been  so 
far  snccessfal,  it  appears  that  his  progress  is  wondrous 
slow,  so  slow  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  of  mnch  use  to 
Paris.  With  this  heavy  load  of  disaster  on  his  mind, 
the  Parisian  sits  down  to  dinner  to-day  to  eat  his  little 
dole  of  sticky,  black,  bad  bread.  When  I  went  into  the 
restaurant  to  dine  to-day — it  is  the  best  restaurant  in 
Paris  just  now — the  waiter  brought  me  the  usual  corer ; 
but  he  said,  "  Have  you  brought  your  bread  with  yon? 
We  have  no  bread.  Since  bread  is  so  strictly  rationed, 
all  our  friends  will  have  to  bring  their  own  bread."  I 
said,  "  No,  I  have  no  bread  ;  I  did  not  know  that  I  was 
to  bring  my  portion  with  me ;  try  and  get  me  some  for 
to-day.  I  shall  know  better  to-morrow."  He  brought 
me  a  small  piece  of  unwholesome-looking  bread,  which 
I  could  not  eat.  I  happened  to  be  ill,  and  took  a 
capricious  but  mortal  hatred  to  this  piece  of  bread.  In 
token  of  my  eternal  enmity,  I  put  it  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  little  square  table  at  which  I  was  dining,  and  re- 
garded it  at  a  distance.  Presently  came  others  to  dine 
at  the  tables  near  me.  On  my  left  side  came  to  sit  a 
captain  in  the  uniform  of  the  Eclaireurs  de  Seine  and  a 
colonel  of  Mobiles  ;  on  my  right,  a  young  lady  dressed 
in  black,  and  demure  as  a  Quakeress,  but  evidently  of  a 
class  for  which  Paris  is  famous.  In  a  little  while  my 
companions  to  right  and  left  had  eaten  up  their  bread, 
and  began  to  look  wistfully  at  mine.  Says  the  colonel 
of  Mobiles  to  me — a  stranger  whom  I  had  never  befors 
met— '*  Monsieur,  are  you  going  to  eat  your  bread,  «c 
are  you  going  to  take  it  away  ?  If  not-,  may  I  hasf^ 
some  of  it  P  " — "  You  may  have  it  all.  Colonel ;  I  have 
had  enough."  He  took  half  of  it^  and  shared  that  half 
with  his    friend,  the    captain;    whereupon  stmck  in 
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MdlWk  Coootto,  sajing,  "  And  may  I  have  the  other 
half?  Permit  lac,"  This  ia  a  trifling  incident — the 
sharing  of  a  bit  of  bread,  which  a  sick  maa  was  unable 
to  eat,  between  a.  coaple  of  soldiers  and  a  ladj  of 
Lorette;  but  it  ia  charoctcristic  of  the  day,  and  I  coulJ 

.  not  help  feeling  that  those  who  chewed  their  slender 
portion  of  half-baked  bread  to-day — a  portion  so  small 
and  BO  bitter  that  it  may  be  taken  aa  the  symbol  of 
many  privations,  and  must  awaken  many  fears — would, 
if  they  were  capable  of  serious  thonght,  be  led,  as  they 
made  the  most  of  their  hard  iaire,  to  think  with  all  the 
more  gloom  of  General  Trochn'a  failure  at  Bnzenval, 
And  of  Chonzy's  retreat  upon  Mayenne. 

It.  ia  useless  to  trouble  yon  with  many  details  as  to 
.Trochu'a  failure  of  yest«rday.  There  are  half  a  dozeif 
excuses  brought  forward — as,  for  instance,  the  delay  of 
Ducrot's  advance  by  reason  of  a  mistake  in  the  fog. 
War,  it  has  been  said  of  old,  is  a.  saccession  of  mistakes ; 
and  he  is  the  greatest  general  who  makes  fewest  mlx- 
.iakes.  It  would  have  been  a  Tery  good  thing  for  Psiria 
if  her  army  had  been  able  to  seize  the  line  of  heights 
extending  from  Garches  to  Buzenval  and  La  Jonchere. 
If  the  army  of  Paris  could  retain  these  heights,  the 
siege  would  soon  be  at  an  end.  The  attempt  of  yesterday 
to  seize  them  was  a  failure ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any 

Igood  result  which  came  of  the  battle  but  this — that  it 
gave  the  National  Guards  confidence.  They  stood  in 
line  with  the  Mobiles  and  the  r^ular  army,  and  fought 
side  by  aide  with  them.  As  a  rnle  they  fought  well,  and 
have  reason  to  ba  satisfied  with  themselves.  It  is  true 
that  some  of  them  gave  way,  but  this  was  to  be  expected  ; 
and,  as  a  whole,  their  attitude  has  given  just  pride  to 
themselves,  has  given  couGdence  to  their  commanders, 
and  has  had  a  very  good  eSect  on  the  Line  and  the 
HobileB,  who  have  not  been  or«r-plea8ed  that  they  had 
, : 
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to  expose  their  liyes  in  the  front  rank  of  battle  while  the 
National  Guards  stood  idly  looking  on,  nnder  tlie  name 
of  reserves,  but  really  useless.  There  are  a  set  of  Engliah 
here  who  never  speak  of  the  National  Onards  bat  as 
grocers,  and  who  say,  "  What  can  yon  expect  of  g^rooen  P 
They  can't  fight;  they  must  be  licked."  Bnt  the 
National  Guards  belong  to  every  class  of  society — to  the 
highest,  to  the  lowest,  and  to  the  middle.  There  are 
many  of  the  shopkeeping  class  in  it — very  many ;  bat 
you  will  also  find  in  it  crowds  of  the  highest  bom 
families  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain ;  crowds  of  sta- 
dents,  and  literary  men  and  artists ;  crowds  also  of  the 
working  classes,  who,  whatever  be  their  faults,  have  none 
of  those  qualities  which  in  France  are  supposed  to  attach 
to  an  interest  in  grocery.  I  discovered  by  chance  yester- 
day how  deeply  the  National  Guards  were  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  BuzenvaJ. 

I  went  out  early  to  see  what  was  to  be  seen,  but  I  was 
suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  influenza.  The  day  was 
damp  and  cold ;  there  was  a  fog  which  made  it  difficult 
to  see  anything ;  and,  after  finding  that  the  French  had 
made  good  way,  and  that  there  was  a  lull  in  the  battle,  I 
returned  to  town.  I  suppose  I  was  about  the  first  to  retnzn 
from  the  field.  As  I  entered  by  the  Porte  Maillot  there 
was  a  most  wonderful  sight, — a  dense  crowd — ^perhaps 
2,000 — men,  women,  and  children,  waiting  with  dread 
anxiety  for  the  news.  They  could  see  nothing,  standing 
as  they  did  for  the  most  part  behind  the  drawbridge, 
but  they  listened  to  every  shot  that  was  fired,  and  looked 
hard  for  any  one  coming  from  the  field.  I  was  almost 
torn  to  pieces.  They  set  upon  me  with  terrible  eager- 
ness. "  What  news  ?  How  goes  the  battle  ?  Do  yoa 
know  anything  of  the  122nd  of  the  National  Guards  P 
How  many  guns  did  they  find  at  Montretout  P  *'  Of 
course  I  could  tell  them  very  little.    I  had  only  seen 
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little  bits  of  the  battle.  Bat  one  thing  I  could  tell  theia 
— and  perhaps  it  was  thong'litleaa  of  me  to  have 
let  it  out — that,  whereas  so  far  the  troops  had  been 
sncceesfnl,  Paris  must  be  prepared  for  maDj  killed 
and  wonnded.  The  number  of  the  woanded  was 
very  great.  Ifc  was  the  Prnsaiaa  musketry  fire  that  did 
most  execution.  The  artillery  was  comparatively 
harmlesa.  The  Prussian  gunners  fire  with  a  beautiful 
regnlaritj,  which  is,  however,  little  serviceable.  If  you 
marked  where  a  shell  fell,  you  were  pretty  sure  to  note 
that  every  twenty  seconds  other  shells  would  fall  in  the 
same  place,  or  thereabouts,  with  the  mechanical  regu- 
larity of  a  steam-hammer.  Beware  of  that  particular 
I  spot,  and  you  wera  comparatively  safe.  It  was,  I  have 
I  said,  the  musketry  that  did  most  execution,  and  its  effect 
was  murderous.  In  the  rear  of  the  battle,  the  sight  of 
the  ambulance  carriages  and  the  stretcher-bearers  lead- 
ing up  to  them,  was  to  be  compared  only  to  the  precincts 
of  the  Italian  Opera  in  London  on  a  grand  night,  when 
you  see  long  lines  of  carriages,  sometimes  three  deep, 
waiting  to  carry  home  the  gay  assemblage.  If  any  of 
your  readers  go  to  the  Opera  after  reading  this  letter, 
let  them  imagine,  instead  of  neat  brosghams  and 
capacious  carriages  filled  with  bright-eyed  beauties,  long 
files  of  stretchers  three  deep,  each  containing  a  wounded 
man,  groaning  and  bleeding  and  blanched  of  feature, 
find  each  borne  off  tenderly  by  tiro  men,  one  at  the  head 
and  the  other  at  the  foot.  My  imagination  full  of  this 
terrible  sight,  1  told  the  people  as  I  entered  the  walls 
of  Paris  that  there  wore  many  woanded.  They  were 
greatly  agitated  ;  and  then  came  the  women  ronnd  me, 
anxious  to  know  of  their  kindred.  One  had  a  son  in 
■  this  regiment  of  the  ffatiooal  Grnards,  anotlier  a  husband, 
H  a,  third  a  brother,  some  one  else  a  father.  I  shall  never 
K      ibrget  the  ti-embling  of  the  people  waiting  to  have  news 
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of  their  nearest  and  dearest— ^their  ih^ierihg  voioei^ 
swimming  eyes,  their  restless  manner.  And  if  ever  7011 
wish  to  pictnre  to  yonrself  i^e  horrors  of  war,  -  do  not 
let  imagination  rest  alone  npon  the  battle-field.  Think 
also  of  the  thousands  of  people  at  the  gates  of  this  great 
city— thousands  of  all  classes,  fine  ladies  and  poor 
women — in  agony  for  those  they  loved  the  best ;  won- 
dering whether  they  are  safe,  fearing  they  are  dead, 
certain  they  mnst  be  wonnded.  This  it  is  to  fight  with 
National  Guards.  They  fight  with  their  flEUidlieB  iii  sights 
and  ^e  agony  of  these  families  waiting  at  the*  gates  'is, 
in  some  respects,  greater  than  the  agony  of  the  field  of 
battle  itself.  The  crowds,  let  me  add,  were  not  merely 
at  the  gates.  All  np  the  Avenne  G^6ral  Uhrich, 
formerly  known  as  the  Avenue  de  riinp6ni,ti€ce,  tibey 
stood  in  groups.  Half-way  up  is  a'  solid  barricade  right 
across  the  Avenue.  They  got  on  the  top  of  this  benri- 
cade  trying  to  see  something,  and  all  round  the  foot  of 
the  Arc  de  Tri6mphe  they  stood  watchitag  with  an  inten- 
sity which  it  was  most  painful  to  witness. 

One  incident  of  the  battle  I  mnst  mention  as  very  peculiar. 
A  niati  tfas  Shot  on  the  field  for  a  crime.  He  was  a 
private  in  the  119th  of  the  Line.  He  had,  fbr  sokne 
reason  or  other,  perhaps  hot  expecting  to  be  discovered, 
shot  his  captain  in  the  battle.  Summary  justice  was 
executed  updn  him.  Half  a  dozen  men  were  told  aside^ 
to  shoot  him.  He  fell — but  not  dead,  it  seems.  By-and- 
by  came  the  "  brancardiers,"  as  they  are  called— -i^t  is, 
the  stretcher-bearers — and  see  a  wounded  but  living  man 
on  the  field.  They  propose  to  carry  him  away.  The 
soldiers  of  the'  regiment  see  what  they  are  doing,  and 
warn  them  off.  They  find  that  the  man  they  had  shot 
is  still  alive.  They  lifb  him  up  to  see  if  he  can  stand, 
intending  to  shoot  him  again ;  but  he  falls  flat  on  the 
ground  with  a  heavy  thud.    A  soldier  levels  his  gun  at 
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Ima  as  he  lies  on  tho  gronnd,  apparently  qnite  conaoioua. 
The  ball  hits  but  does  not  take  effect.      The  man  still 

-  lives.  Then  another  soldier  comes  forward  and  fires. 
There  ia  something  wrong  with  his  gun,  and  it  does  not 
goolf.  A  tbirdsoldier  then  tries,  and  he  lit  Inst  succeeds. 
He  sends  a  ball  tbrongh  the  head  of  the  poor  wretoh 
who  had  killed  hia  captain.  A  battle  is  horrible  enough 
in  itself,  but  an  oxecation  like  this  in  the  midat  of  it  is 
worse  than  nil.  Perhaps  a  few  more  oxecntions  would 
be  of  use  to  the  discipline  of  the  French  army.  The 
Republican  authorities  are  much  too  mild  to  the  Bins  of 

1    the  soldiers. 

Jan.  21. — The  state  of  feeling  in  Paris  to-day  is  very 
confoacd.  AU  sorts  of  schemea  are  mooted  ;  all  eortaof 
BUBpiDions  are  in  the  air ;  all  sorts  of  mraoura  are  afloat. 
The  Bchemea  I  hear  are  most  of  them  extremely  wild, 
and  it  would  be  nseleaa  to  discuss  them.  They  all,  in  so 
far  as  they  are  at  all  definite,  involve  an  impoasibili^ — 

r-  depriving  the  Government  of  their  power,  and  still  im- 
posing npon  them  responsibility.  There  is  a  talk  of 
displacing  General  Trochn  in.  bis  military  capacity, 
either  by  General  Vinoy  or  by  one  of  the  Admirals. 
And  it  is  strongly  urged  that  General  Le  Flo  should 
leave  the  Ministry  of  War,  giving  np  hia  place  to  Dorian. 
Nobody  knows  what  will  happen.  People  are  very  ex- 
cited. This  excitement  will  wreak  its  fury  on  somebody 
or  other,  Bnt  I  do  not  think  they  have  any  intention 
of  surrender.       What  tbe  incapacity  of  aome  of  the 

JP  Ministers  may  lead  them  to  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture ; 
but  all  the  aim  of  the  people  at  present  Ib  to  avoid  sur- 
render and  bold  out  to  the  last.  If  they  have  eonfidenco 
in  their  leaders,  they  will  dare  anything,  submit  to  any- 
thing. If  they  have  no  such  confidence,  we  shall  have 
a  bad  time  of  it  in  Paris  veiy  soon — perhaps  to-morrow. 

Jan-  22,  x.ii. — The  sky  begins  to  clear.     I  do  not  mean  to 
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saj  that  the  day  begins  to  brighten,  and  that  tfae  pm- 
pcct  is  good,  bnt  at  least  we  are  getting^  oat  of  doubt 
and  confusion.    The  announcement  appears  in  the  offi- 
cial journal  of  to-day,  to  the  effect  that  G^enexal  TrooliA 
lias  given  up  his  military  command,  remainiiig  in  power 
simply  as  President  of  the  Government,  and  that  Qzath 
ral  Yinoy  has  consented  to  command  the  armies  of 
Paris,  and  to  try  what  he  can  do  for  the  salvation  of  the 
capital.    Is  he  likely  to  succeed  any  better  ?    It  is  quite 
certain  that  most  military  critics  out  of  Paris  have  dd* 
clarcd,  and  will  continue  to  declare,  that  it  was  simply 
impossible  for  General  Trochu  to  raise  the  siege  of  the 
capital ;  and  from  this  point  of  view  they  may  be  in- 
clined to  speak  lightly  of  his  failure.    But  then  the 
General  had  no  business  to  declare,  as  he  did,  his  ability 
to  raise  tho  blockade^  and  in  all  his  three  attempts  he 
made  serious  blunders  which  might  have  been  avoided. 
He  has  shown  wisdom  in  many  respects,  and  great 
powers  of  organization;  but  he  has  been  slow  to  act, 
and  he  has  not  had  the  power  to  organize  the  War-offioe. 
Tho  stories  of  the  blunders  that  were  committed  in 
bringing  together  tho  army  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
are  frightful,   and  tho  troops  could  not  be  brought 
together  ^vithout  such  a  disaster  as  this — ^that  the  right 
wing,  Ducrot's  army,  was  not  ready  to  begin  its  work 
for  four  hours  after  the  battle  had  commenced.    There 
was  a  great  concentration  of  force ;  but  not  an  eighth 
part  of  the  troops   which  were   massed  round  Mont 
Valorien  were    called    into  action;    and    though    the 
French  artillery  did  their  work  well,  firing  with  a  pre- 
cision and  with  a  business-like  style  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  surpass,  there  were  not  enough  guns  brought 
to  bear,  and  men  were  sent  on  the  hopeless  task  of  doing 
'''at  guns  alone  could  accomplish — that  is,  to  knock 
'  stone  walls.     Having  the  greatest  respect  for 
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General  Trochu — a  man  of  a  fine  simplicity  of  character 
and  of  rare  civic  virtaes^I  wish  to  speak  gently  of  him. 
in  hia  fall.     He  has  done  a  great  work ;  and  it  is  most 
probable  that  the  greatest  work  expected  of  him — that  of 
I      raising  the  siege  of  Paris^ — was  beyond  the  strength  of 
I      any  general  nnder  the  circumstances  ;  but  he  has  com- 
I      milted  errors  which  make  it  only  right  that  ho  should 
I      now  cede  the  military  command  to  another,  who  may  be 
I      happier  in  his  efforts.     That  other  is  General  Vinoy, 
who  has  always  done  hia  work  about  Paria  well.     No 
failnros  are  recorded  of  him.     On  the  three  occasions  on 
which  General  Trochu  laade  hia  sorties,  General  Vinoy 
always  did  perfectly  his  share  of  the  work  ;  no  blnnders, 
and  no  failure — if  we  except  the  reconnaissance  at  Issy 
the  other  night,  where  be  was  scarcely  to  blame.     Is  it 
to  be  hoped  that  the  same  success  will  att«iid  the  larger 
operations  which  he  will  now  be  called  on  to  direct? 
Sacceas  is  not  likely  with  such  a  War-office  and  such  a 
War  Minister  as  wo  have  here  ;  and  there  ia  a  lond  cry 
for  Dorian,  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  to  assume  the 
direction  of  the  War-office.     The  fact  is  that  M.  Dorian 
has  bad  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  direction,  of  the  War- 
office  in  a  quiet  way,  and  he  will  shrink  from  the  invi- 
dious duty  of  publicly  replacing  poor  old  Le  Flo.     But 
,    public  opinion  demands  the  sacrifice,  and  he  will  find  it 

difficult  to  resist  the  cry, 

Jon  will  see  from  these  arrangements  that  the  French 

>an  to  go  on  fighting,  spite  of  defeat  and  bad  news. 

They   may  not  succeed — but,    at   least,  they  will    fall 

honourably ;  and  the  courage  which  they  display  in  the 

midst  of  so  much  discouragement ;  the  stern  will  that, 

long  aa  it  is  possible,  refuses  to  be  conquered ;  the 

,  hope    which    cannot  be   abashed,   are   moral    qualities 

worthy  of  all  admiratioa,  and  oortain  hereafter  to  bear 

I  Ifood&ait. 
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Jan,  22,  p.h. — Afler  I  had  written  the-  fonegoing  pagM» 
some  Mends  came  in  upon  me^to  annonnce-thmt  iliare 
had  heen  a  riot  in  the  night;  that  more  trouble -wu 
expected  in  the  conrse  of  the  daj ;  aind  ihat^  wA  or 
no  riot,  it  was  time  for  breakfieusti  I  verily  belieie  that 
the  midday  meal  in  Paris  is  the  most  saoned  of  all 
repasts.  Never  is  anything  important  done  m^' Paris 
while  the  so-called  breakfast  is  going  om  You  majihe 
guillotined  at  early  dawn,  or  yon  may  be  revolnticniifeed 
at  the  hoar  of  absinthe  :  at  the  hour  of  dinner  Paris  is 
in  the  full  tide  of  enjoyment  and  social  ezoitemeab;  and 
fortunes  and  hearts  are  lost  and  won  at  the  sapper  hoar. 
But  Paris  is  always  sleepy  at  midday,  and  masticatoe  its 
food  lazily,  though  pleasantly^  like  cattle  raminating  in 
a  meadow.  So  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  shoold  be  in 
good  time  for  any  popular  explosion  if  I  arrived  at  the 
Hdtel  de  Ville  about  one  o'clock.  A  riot  at  the  break- 
fast hour  is  incredible. 

It  had  spread  like  wildfire  that  the  friends  of  Flcarens 
had  got  possession  of  the  prison  of  Mazas  in  the  coarse 
of  the  night,  and  had  released  him  with  all  the  other 
political  prisoners.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  Flonrens' 
release  of  course  one  cannot  predict — but  probably  it 
will  not  be  much.  Such  an  augury  is  based  on  my 
knowledge  of  the  feebleness  of  his  influence  in  Paris, 
and  of  the  anxiety  of  the  people  in  their  trouble  to  be 
united,  so  as  to  repress  sedition.  Bat  augur  as  we 
may  from  known  &cts — it  is  at  the  same  time  impossible 
to  foretell  what  one  or  two  determined  men  may  not  be 
able  to  do  by  sheer  impudence,  and  so  it  happens  that 
we  are  sure  of  nothing.  What  occurred  to-day  at  the 
H6tel  de  Ville  has  ended  in  perfect  quietness,  bat  it 
may  occur  again,  and  no  one  can  answer  for  the  resolt. 
Tt  requires  but  a  word  to  produce  incalculable  mischief 
— a  blow  may  make  a  revolution,  and  one  drop  of  Mood 
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bay  set  rivers  flowing.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Hfttel 
de  Ville  nil  was  very  still.      There  were   crowda — the 

■  Sunday  crowds  that  come  ont  on  a  fine  day — and  they 
stood  in  groaps  talking  ;  bat  all  was  peace.  I  asked  if 
there  had  been  any  demonstrations.  There  had  been 
none.  Had  any  Mayors  or  their  adjnncts  from  the 
revolutionary  districts  arrived  at  the  head  of  any  bat- 
talions to  demand  the  Commnne  ?  None  at  all.  Indeed, 
the  crowd  in  the  great  sqnare  in  front  of  the  H6tel  do 
Ville  was  few  enoagh,  and  if  there  had  been  any  de- 
monstration, it  mnst  have  beea  a  miserable  failure.  A 
few  companies  of  the  National  Guard,  however,  arrived, 
bnt  they  marched  "cross  in  the  air  " — that  is,  holding 
the  bntt-end  of  tlieir  musket  upwards,  and  they  soon 
dispersed  among  the  crowd.  The  ardent  revoIntioniKts 
were  of  course  as  mnch  disconraged  as  dismayed  by  this 
inept  behavionr.  They  plnnged  in  among  the  gronps, 
npbraiding  everybody,  and  declaring  that  to  overthrow 
the  Government  it  was  necessary  for  all  to  keep  close  in 
battle  array.  Then  followed  a  clatter  of  tongTiea  and 
Tehement  harangnes,  in  which  it  was  demonstrated  that 
General  Vinoy  was  an  ancient  Imperialist,  and  that  he 
woald  assuredly  sell  Paris  to  the  PruHsians  aa  Bazaine  had 
sold  Metz.  N'othing  wontd  do  bnt  the  Commune,  and  the 
election  of  some  yonng  and  obscnro  colonel  to  the  com- 
mand of  all  the  French  armies.  The  yonng  colonel  mast 
be  a  "pure"  Republican,  and  all  the  old  Trocha  and  Im- 
perialist or  reactionary  set  must  bo  swept  away.  Ae,  how- 
ever, notwithstanding  the  violence  of  these  discourses,  the 
people  seemed  little  inclined  to  come  to  blows,  I  left  them 
and  advanced  to  the  railings  of  the  middle  door  of  the 
Hotel  de  Ville.  Inside,  a  colonel  of  the  National  Guard 
■was  addressing  the  crowd,  and  begging  them  to  observe 
order,  but  especially  to  beware  of  playing  into  the  hands 
of  the  Prussians  by  fomenting  revolatioo.     Outside  the 
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railings  a  young  man,  who  wore  the  cap  of  a  ciYa 
engineer,  was  nrging  just  the  contraxy.  He  dimbed 
half-way  up  the  railings,  spoke  with  great  ferronry  and 
ended  his  speech  with  the  cry  of  "  Vive  la  Commune !" 
But  at  the  very  moment  that  he  climbed  the  railings, 
raised  this  cry,  and  the  crowd  rent  the  air  with  approving 
shonts,  three  windows  of  the  H6tel  de  Ville  were  thrown 
open,  and  in  the  centre  window  appeared  a  Gkurde 
Mobile,  Chassepot  in  hand.  It  was  a  warning,  and  the 
effect  was  electric.  It  was  remembered  that  on  the  last 
day  of  October  the  Mobiles  were  chiefly  instrumental  in. 
stamping  ont  the  revolution.  They  were  loyal  to  a  man. 
There  might  be  divisions  in  the  National  Guard.  In  the 
Garde  Mobile  there  was  unshaken  loyalty;  and  if  the 
general  in  command  of  Paris  lifts  but  his  little  finger  to 
them,  woe  to  the  revolution!  woe  to  the  Commnne! 
woe  to  all  who  resist  authority  !  Therefore  the  sudden 
appearance  of  this  one  Mobile,  musket  in  hand,  had 
quite  a  dramatic  effect.  It  was  enough.  The  civil 
engineer  leapt  down  from  the  railings,  and  the  little 
crowd  which  had  gathered  around  him  took  to  its  heels 
with  laudable  expedition. 

Afber  this  the  most  frightful  rumours  began  to  circulate. 
It  was  said  that  behind  each  door  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
two  mitrailleuses  were  waiting,  ready  loaded,  to  massacre 
the  people.  It  was  said  that  in  the  Conciergerie,  at  the 
neighbouring  Mairic,  and  in  all  the  public  buildings, 
troops  were  massed  so  as  to  rush  out  upon  the  crowd  at 
any  moment.  A  fit  of  prudence,  therefore,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  poor  harmless  crowd  of  gesticulating,  jab- 
bering, dissatisfied,  hungry  Parisians;  only  a  Parisian 
crowd  does  not  keep  long  in  one  strain — it  is  changeable 
as  a  weather-vane.  And  suddenly,  aa  I  was  admiring,  with 
some  sense  of  amusement,  the  prudence  of  the  throng, 
and  began  to  speculate  as  to  what  was  the  real  value  of 
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finch  men's  lives  that  they  shonld  be  ho  prudent,  or  what 
■was  the  worthlessness  of  life  that  had  in  it  no  stability, 
I  found  that  the  crowd  had  become  quite  bold  again,  all 
because  of  the  arrival  of  two  companies  of  the  National 
Guard  from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  Then  a  popular 
orator  twisted  himself  np  a  lamp-post,  and  in  this 
hazardous  position  made  a  speech,  which  was  enthusias- 
tically applauded.  After  the  speech  some  persona  pushed 
towards  the  door  of  the  Hfltel  de  Ville,  while  others  at 
the  same  moment  began  to  retire  in  a  manner  so  preci- 
pitate that,  although  the  movement  was  directed  by  the 
noble  Bcntiment  of  wisdom,  it  must  be  described  by  the 
undignified  name  of  skedaddle.  And  thus  for  a  long 
time  the  crowds — for  there  were  eeveral  of  them — 
massed  in  diflerent  comers  of  the  great  square,  continued 
talking,  and  now  and  then  rushing  op  to  one  comer  and 
then  to  another,  without  having,  apparently,  any  definite 
purpose.  Some  of  the  National  Guards,  however,  seemed 
very  desirous  to  fire  at  somebody  or  something.  They 
fondled  their  cartridges  with  impatience,  and  wore  a 
sinister  look  which  seemed  to  indicate  business.  This, 
perhaps,  was  the  reason  why  so  few  persons  were  on  the 
Place — few  as  compared  with  the  occasions  of  previous 

I  demonstrations.  For  my  own  part,  also,  I  must  say  that 
the  moment  seemed  to  have  come  when  it  was  necessary 
for  me  to  think  of  what  unhappy  generals  in  these  daya 
call  a  strategical  movement.  1  did  not  see  the  good  of 
getting  a  chance  shot — all  for  nothing,  and  I  therefore 
took  np  a  position,  with  my  back  to  the  Seine,  so  that  I 
could  get  behind  the  Hotel  de  Ville  if  it  were  attacked 
in  front,  and  eo  that,  if  it  were  attacked  on  all  sides,  I 
could  escape  into  the  bombarded  districts  of  Paris,  which 
would  be  comparatively  safe.  The  riot  was  not  likely 
to  extend  into  the  bombarded  districts,  and  it  would  bo 
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easier  to  escape  the  Prussian  shells  than  the  straj  ahoto: 
exchanged  between  the  mob  and  the  Mobileai  . 

My  precaution  had  its  seward.  A  detachment /of  .National 
Guards  suddenlj  appeared — it  was  now  about  thvee 
o'clock — and  marched  straight  up  to  the  railings  .of  tiie 
H6tel  de  YiUe,  to  the  right  of  the  middle  door.  Tfasj 
were  about  two  hundred  strong,  with  a  red  flag  at  their 
head,  and  I  am  told  that  they  came  from  Montmartre. 
Having  taken  up  their  station  in  front  of  the  railings, 
some  one  climbed  upon  them — it  seemed  to  me  to  be 
the  same  person  who  had  made  the  ispeech  from  the 
lamp-post— -but  I  cannot  remember  exactly  this  detail. 
He  began  talking  to  the  Guards  very  yehemently,  bat 
he  had  not  made  much  way  when  in  a  moment  he  leapt 
off  the  raihngs  with  unnatural  haste.  This  nxovemant 
was  instantly  followed  by  the  report  of  a  gun.  Then 
followed  about  ten  shots,  and  then  again  several  volleys. 
The  windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Yille  were  peopled  quickly 
with  Mobiles,  who  fired  down  on  the  crowd,  while  the 
National  Guard  fired  back  again  upon  th9..windowa  of 
the  Hotel  de  Yille.  What  occurred  afterwards  I.  did 
not  stop  to  witness.  I  had  seen  enough  for  the  moment, 
and  took  advantage  of  my  strategical  position  to  seek 
refuge  in  the  little  streets  behind  the  Hdtel  de  YiUe. 
The  panic  was  great.  Men,  women,  and  children  fell 
and  tripped  over  each  other  in  the  most  ignominiooa 
fashion,  so  long  as  one  could  still  hear  in  the  distance 
the  reports  of  musketry.  I  cannot  give  you  the  details 
of  the  casualties  to-night.  The  evening  papers  are  all 
silent  on  the.  subject,  with  the  exception  of  the  Soir^ 
which  gives  a  few  sentences  of  general  description,  so 
vague  that  they  can  scarcely  have  been  written  by  nn 
eye-witness.  I  am  given  to  understand  that  several 
women  were  shot,   and  the  victims  .  must  have  been 
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natneroiis  If  it  is  considered  tliat  the  combat&uts  wero 
witbin  a  few  yards  of  each  other.  The  revolutionists 
were,  of  course,  obliged  to  retire  before  the  firm  attitndi? 
of  the  defenders  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  but  I  am  told 
that  the  firing  conticned  for  fall  a  quarter  of  an  honr, 
though  the  Place  was  speedily  evacuated  by  the  rioters. 
It  was  from  behind  trees  and  kiosks  and  street- 
comerH  that  these  continued  for  a  time  to  aim.  at  the 
windows  of  the  H6tel  de  Ville.  I  am  also  told  that  odd 
shots  wore  fired  in  the  back:  streets  for  a  long  time 
afterwards. 

I  did  not  venture  to  return  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Hotel  de  Ville  till  four  o'clock,  and  I  then  found 
that  the  Place  was  occupied  by  the  military,  chiefly 
Mobiles  and  the  Line,  and  that  troops  were  coming 
up  from  every  direction.  On  the  quays  I  met  a 
whole  regiment  coming  up  aJl  ready  for  action,  with 
their  blankets  arranged  upon  their  breasts  so  as  to  fulfil 
the  double  office  of  keeping  them  warm  and  warding 
off  adventurous  bullets.  But  the  revolationista  know 
that  they  are  powerless  against  each  a  concentration 
ot  foToe,  and  the  attempt  at  riot  was  quickly  suppressed. 
Veiy  few  persons  in  Paris  know  to-night  there  has 
been  a  riot  with  bloodshed  to-day  at  the  H6tel  de 
Ville.  At  the  restaaraiit  at  which  I  dined  I  beard 
people  ask  each  other  indifferently- — "  Why  did  they 
beat  the  rappel  to-day  at  four  o'clock  ?  Was  there 
any  trouble  ?  " — "  I  am  sure  I  don't  know  ;  I  saw 
nothing,"  was  the  reply.  AJl  was  quietly  done,  and 
soon  over ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  rioters  have  a 
chance. 

Jan.  23, — According  to  the  ofiBcial  report  of  the  affair 
of  yesterday,  it  appears  that  there  were  five  killed 
and  eighteen  wounded,  as  the  resnlt  of  the  encoanter 
between  the  insurgents  and  tJie  Mobiles.    The  attempt 
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at  insarrection  is  completely  suppressed,  and    the   vast 
majority  of  the  Parisians  will  accept  with  acclamatioii 
any  measures  of  repression,  however  severe,  which  the 
Government  may  deem  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  order.     General  Vinoy,  in  fact,  agreed  to  accept 
the  military  command  of  Paris  only  on  condition  of 
stem  decrees  being  passed  to  prevent  any  chance  of 
popular  disturbance.    Accordingly,  the  clubs  have  been 
extinguished  in  which  certain  orators  nightly  spouted 
sedition ;    and  the    Combat  and    t^e  Seoeil,   the  two 
newspapers  which — the  one  in  the  morning,  the  other 
in  the  evening — daily  stirred  up  the  people  to  rebellion, 
have  been  suppressed.    Numerous  arrests  have  been 
made,  and  the  Government  may  now  adopt  the  once 
famous  words  of  the  ex-Emperor,  "  For  order — I  wiU 
answer." 

The  people  of  Paris  have  been  taken  by  surprise  again 
in  this  matter,  although  they  had  been  forewarned  by 
the  orators  of  the  clubs.  The  greatest  blunder  com- 
mitted was  the  surrender  of  the  Mazas  prison  by  the 
captain  in  charge  of  it.  He  might  have  defied  the  mob 
outside — the  prison  is  so  strong — ^bnt  he  yielded  to  fear 
and  false  reports.  It  is  the  way  in  all  revolutions.  The 
insurgents  come  to  the  men  in  authority  with  the 
wildest  reports  as  to  their  power  and  as  to  the  doings 
of  their  fellow-conspirators  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 
The  men  in  authority  are  overawed — believe  the  &lfle 
reports  of  the  rioters — imagine  that  these  rioters  repre- 
sent some  rival  authority — and  succumb  often  without 
a  struggle.  So  a  couple  of  hundred  men  came  up  to 
the  H6tel  de  Yille  on  Sunday,  and,  unsupported,  expected 
that  they  could  take  possession  of  it,  and  command 
Paris  merely  by  talking  loud  and  firing  a  few  shots* 
It  is  perfectly  well  ascertained  now  that  it  was  an 
insurgent  band  of  National  Guards  that  first  fired. 


".] 


FAMINE  AT  LAST. 


353 


They  belonged  to  the  lOlet  Battalion — the  eame  which 
marched  dtMink  to  Issy  some  weeks  ago,  got  into  a 
chapel,  and  profaned  it  with  all  kinda  of  bufiboneries. 

The  death-rate  this  week  shows  a  great  increBse^4,465, 
which  is  483  more  than  last  week-  Strange  to  say, 
the  diseases  arising  from  derangement  of  the  alimentary 
Bystem  are  diminished.  The  chief  increase  arises  &om 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  typhoid  fever. 

The  French  Government  had  at  length  come  face  to  face 
with  the  food  question,  which  could  no  longer  be  put  off. 
Up  to  this  point  there  might  have  been  optimists  and  pee- 
simistB,  but  now  the  question  had  become  practical  and 
nrgent.  On  the  8th  of  September,  when  few  persons 
believed  that  a  siege  of  Paris  could  last  more  than  six  or 
seven  weeks,  the  Journal  O^eiel  contained  a  declaration, 
which  had  been  placarded  by  M.  Magnin,  the  Minister  of 
Commerce,  in  which  it  was  asserted  that  "the  provisions 
of  food,  liquid,  and  alimentary  substanceB  of  every  kind  will 
be  quite  sufficient  for  the  alimentation  of  a  population  of 
two  millions  for  two  months."  Four  months  and  eight 
days  had  since  passed,  and,  in  the  midst  of  the  severest 
privations,  Paris  had  resisted  as  long  as  she  could 
reasonably  hope  for  aid  from  the  armies  outside,  while 
a  morsel  of  bread  remained  to  feed  the  inbabitanls  and 
the  defenders.  On  the  27th  of  January,  eight  days  after 
the  last  battle  fought  under  the  walls  of  Paris,  and 
just  as  the  failures  of  Chanzy  and  Faidherbe  became 
known,  there  were  in  store  42,000  quintals  of  com, 
barley,  rye,  rice,  and  oats,  which,  reduced  to  flour, 
represented,  in  consequence  of  the  short  yield  of  oata, 
only  35,000  quintals  of  flour  that  could  be  made  into 
bread.  That  quantify  comprised  11,000  quintals  of  com 
and  6,000  quintals  of  rice  that  had  been  given  up 
by  the  War  Administration,    which  had   not  provisions 
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for  the  troops  for  more  than  ten  days,  if  thej  were  to  be 
fed  as  the  troops  in  the  field ;  that  is,  12,000  qaintals  of 
rice,  com,  and  flonr,  and  20,000  quintals  of  oats.  In 
ordinary  times  Paris  requires  for  its  subsistence  8,000 
quintals  of  flour  daily,  2,000,000  pounds  of  bread;  bat 
after  the  18th  of  January,  when  the  floor  was  rationed, 
this  consumption  was  reduced  to  5,300  quintals.  Thus, 
placing  the  flgure  at  5,300  quintals,  the  total  qoantitj 
of  provisions  on  hand  represented  a  supply  of  seven  days. 
For  three  weeks  there  had  been  no  store  of  flour,  the 
mills  only  furnishing  each  day  the  flour  necessary  for  the 
day  following.  A  few  shells  falling  on  the  Cail  works 
would  have  sufficed  at  once  to  endanger  the  alimentatuni 
of  the  whole  city.  It  was  in  vain  to  enter  upon  new 
discussions — Paris  and  its  Government  were  helpless  and 
without  resource.  In  this  extremity  the  Government  of 
National  Defence  resolved  to  send  M.  Jules  Pavre  to 
Versailles,  and  obtain  for  Paris  the  best  terms  that  were 
to  be  had. 

On  the  24th  of  January  M.  Pavre  applied  for  an 
interview  with  Count  Bismarck,  supped  with  the  Impe- 
rial Chancellor,  and  returned  to  Paris.  On  the  25tli  he 
returned  from  Paris  with  his  private  secretary,  in  time  to 
dine  with  the  Count,  and  left  again  at  2  p.m.  on  the  26tb. 
At  6  A.M.  on  the  following  morning  carriages  were  sent 
to  the  Bridge  of  Sevres  t9  meet  M.  Pavre,  General 
Beaufort  d*IIautepoule,  and  three  Prench  officers,  who 
dined  with  Count  Bismarck,  and  returned  to  Paris  at 
night.  The  bombardment  of  Paris  ceased  at  1  a.k.  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  and  was  not  afterwards  renewed. 
Early  on  the  28th  General  Vinoy  and  other  officers  arrived 
from  Paris,  and  were  closeted  all  day  with  Count  Bismarck, 
General  Moltke,  and  M.  Pavre.  At  7  p.m.  on  that  day 
an  armistice  for  twenty-one  days  was  signed. 

Count  Bismarck  was  unable,  after  his  many  public  denials 
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of  the  representative  character  of  the  Govemmeat  of 
National  Defence,  to  negotiate  a  Trenty  of  Peace  with 
its  members,  who  themeelveB  were  probably  not  desiroua 
of  subscribing  the  conditions  whicli  Germany  was  in  a 
position  to  impose.  On  the  other  hand,  be  was  unwilling 
to  treat  with  them  for  the  mere  surrender  of  Paris.  Htj 
gained  all  he  desired  by  treating  M.  Jules  FaTre  and  his 
colleagues  as  persons  capable  of  controlling  tbe  move- 
ments of  the  armed  forces  of  France,  and  of  summoning 
n  National  Assembly.  Accordingly  the  Convention  which 
he  signed  with  M.  Favre  provided  for  an  Armistice  of 
three  weeks'  duration,  and  the  convocation  of  a  freely- 
elected  Assembly,  which  should  authorize  either  tbo  con- 
ditions of  peace  or  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The 
Armistice-Conveution  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

Between  Count  von  Bismarck,  Chancellor  of  the  Ger- 
manic Confederation,  stipulating  in  the  name  of  Hia 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  King  of  Prussia,  and 
M.  Jules  Favre,  MiniBter  of  Foreign  Afiaira  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  National  Defence,  both  furnished  with 
regular  powers,  tbe  following  arrangements  have  beeu 
determined : — 

ArlieU  1. 
A  general  armistice  over  all  the  line  of  military  opera- 
tions in  course  of  execution  between  the  German  and  the 
Prench  armies  shall  begin  for  Paris  on  this  day,  and  for  the 
Departments  within  the  term  of  three  days.  The  duration 
of  the  armistice  shall  be  for  twenty-one  days,  dating  from 
to-day ;  so  that,  unless  it  shall  be  renewed,  tbe  armistice 
will  terminate  on  the  19th  of  February,  at  noon.  The 
belligerent  armies  will  preserve  their  respective  posit  oris, 
which  will  be  separated  by  a  line  of  demarcation.  This 
line  will  commence  from  Pont  Eveque,  on  the  coast  of  the 
Department  of  Calvados,  and  be  continued  upon  Lignicres, 
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in  tbe  north-east  of  tbe  Department  of  tbe  Mayenne, 
ing  between  Briouze  and  Promentel.  Touching  the  De- 
partment of  the  Mayenne  at  Lignidres,  it  will  follow  the 
limit  which  separates  that  Department  from  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Orne  and  of  the  Sarthe,  to  the  north  of 
Morannes,  and  will  be  continued  in  such  a  waj  as  to  lemre 
in  German  occupation  the  Departments  of  the  Sarthe, 
Indre-et-Loire,  Loir-et-Cher,  Loiret,  and  Yonne,  as  &r  aa 
a  point  nt  which,  to  the  east  of  Quarre-les-Tombes,  the 
Departments  of  the  C6te  d'Or,  the  Nievre,  and  the  Yonne 
touch  each  other.  Setting  out  from  this  point,  the  tracing 
of  the  line  will  be  reserved  for  an  understanding  which 
shall  take  place  as  soon  as  the  contracting  parties  shall  be 
informed  as  to  the  actual  situation  of  the  military  opera- 
tions which  are  being  executed  in  the  Departments  of  the 
C6te  d*Or,  of  the  Doubs,  and  of  the  Jura.  In  any  case,  the 
line  will  pass  through  the  territory  composed  of  these  three 
Departments,  leaving  to  German  occupation  the  Depart- 
ments situated  to  the  north,  and  to  the  French  army  those 
situated  to  the  south  of  this  territory.  The  Departments 
of  the  North  and  of  the  Pas  de  Calais,  the  fortresses  of 
Oivet  and  Langres,  with  the  territory  which  surrounds 
them  to  a  distance  of  ten  kilometres,  and  the  peninsula  of 
Havre,  as  far  as  a  line  drawn  from  Etretat  in  the  direction 
of  St.  Romain,  will  remain  outside  the  limits  of  the  German 
occupation.  The  two  belligerent  armies,  and  their  advanced 
posts  on  either  side,  will  remain  at  a  distance  of  at  least 
ten  kilometres  from  the  lines  drawli  to  separate  their  posi- 
tions. Each  of  the  two  armies  reserves  for  itself  the  right 
of  maintaining  its  authority  in  the  territory  that  it  occu- 
pies, and  of  employing  the  means  which  its  commanders 
may  judge  necessary  to  attain  that  end.  The  armistice 
applies  equally  to  the  naval  forces  of  the  two  countries* 
adopting  the  meridian  of  Dunkerque  as  the  line  of  demar- 
catioDy  to  the  west  of  which  the  French  fleet  will  remain. 
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and  to  the  east  of  whicb,  as  soon,  as  they  can  be  named, 
will  withdraw  the  Gertoaa  ships  of  war  which  find  them- 
eekea  in  western  waters.  The  captures  whicli  are  made 
after  the  conclusion,  and  before  the  notification,  of  the 
armistice  will  bo  restored,  qb  well  as  the  prisoners  who 
may  be  taken  in  the  interval  indicated.  The  military 
operations  in  the  territory  of  the  Departments  of  Doiibs, 
Jura,  and  C6te  d'Or,  aa  well  as  the  siege  of  Belfort,  shall 
continue  independently  of  the  armistice,  until  aa  agreement 
«ha]l  be  arrived  at  regarding  the  line  of  demarcation — the 
tracing  of  which  through  the  three  Departments  mentioned 
baa  been  reserved  for  an  ulterior  underatanding. 

Artieh2. 
The  armistice  thus  agreed  upon  has  for  its  object  to 
permit  the  Government  of  National  Defence  to  convoke  an 
Assembly,  freely  elected,  which  will  pronounce  upon  the 
question  whether  the  war  shall  be  continued,  or  on  what 
conditions  peace  ahall  be  made.  The  Assembly  will  meet 
in  the  city  of  Bordeaux.  Every  facility  will  be  given  by 
the  commanderfl  of  the  German  armies  for  the  election, 
and  the  meeting  of  the  Deputiea  who  will  compose  that 
Assembly. 

Article  3. 

There  shall  he  immediately  surrendered  to  the  German 
army  by  the  French  military  authorities  all  the  forts  form- 
ing the  perimeter  of  the  esterior  defence  of  Paris,  as  well 
as  their  material  of  war.  The  communes  and  housea 
situated  outside  that  perimeter,  or  between  the  forts,  may 
be  occupied  by  the  German  troops  as  far  aa  a  line  to  be 
drawn  by  military  commisaionera.  The  ground  between 
this  line  and  the  fortified  eneeinU  of  the  city  of  Paris  will 
t)e  interdicted  to  the  armed  forces  of  the  two  sides.  The 
manner  of  surrendering  the  forts,  and  the  drawing  of  the 
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Jioe  already  mentioned,  will  form  the  object  of  a  protoeol  to 
be  annexed  to  the  present  convention.  ■ 

Artiele  4. 

During  the  armistice  the  German  army  shall  not  enter 
the  city  of  Paris* 

Artiele  5. 

The  eneeinte  shall  be  disarmed  of  its  guns,  the  oaniageft 
of  which  will  be  transported  into  the  forts  designated  for 
that  purpose  by  a  commission  of  the  G-erman  armj* 

Article  6. 

The  garrisons  (Army  of  the  Line,  Mobile  Guard,  and 
Marine)  of  the  forts  and  of  Paris  shall  be  prisoners  of  war, 
excepting  a  division  of  12,000  men,  which  the  military 
authorities  in  Paris  will  preserve  for  service  inside  the 
city.  The  troops  who  are  prisoners  of  war  shall  lay 
down  their  arms,  which  will  be  collected  in  the  places 
designated,  and  given  up  according  to  arrangements 
made  by  a  commissioner,  in  the  usual  manner.  GPhese 
troops  shall  remain  in  the  interior  of  the  city,  of  which 
they  will  not  be  allowed  to  pass  the  enceinte  during  the 
armistice.  The  French  authorities  bind  themselves  to  take 
care  that  every  individual  belonging  to  the  army  and  to  the 
Mobile  Guard  shall  remain  in  the  interior  of  the  town. 
The  ofEcers  of  the  captured  troops  shall  be  designated  in  a 
list  to  be  delivered  to.  the  German  authorities.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  armistice  all  the  combatants  belonging  to 
the  army  confined  in  Paris  will  have  to  constitute  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war  to  the  German  army,  if  before  that 
time  peace  is  not  concluded.  The  o£Scers  made  prisoners 
will  retain  their  arms. 
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ArlieU  7. 
The  National  Guard  nlU  retain  its  arms.  It  will  be 
cbarged  with  the  protection  of  Faris  and  the  maintenance 
of  order.  The  same  will  be  the  case  with  the  genadnrmerie 
aud  the  assimilated  troops  employed  in  the  municipal  str- 
vice,  such  as  the  Republican  Guard,  the  Douaniers,  aod  the 
Pompiera.  The  whole  of  this  category  shall  not  exceed 
3,500.  All  the  corps  of  Franca- ti re ura  Bball  be  diaaolTed  by 
ordinance  of  the  Prench  Government. 

Article  8. 
Immediately  after  the  signature  of  theae  presenia,  and 
before  the  taking  possesaion  of  the  forts,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  German  armies  will  give  ever)-  facility  to 
the  commiasionera  whom  the  French  Government  will 
aend,  whether  into  the  Uepartmeuts  or  abroad,  to  toko 
steps  for  the  revictualliug,  and  to  bring  to  the  city  the 
commodities  which  are  destined,  for  it. 

Article  S. 

After  the  surrender  of  the  forts,  and  after  the  disarma- 
ment of  the  enceinte  and  of  the  garrison,  stipulated  in 
Articles  5  and  6,  the  revictuailing  of  Paris  will  be  effected 
freely  by  transit  upon  the  railroads  and  the  rivers.  The 
provisioua  intended  for  this  revictuailing  shall  not  be  drawn 
from  the  districta  occupied  hj  the  German  troops  ;  and  the 
French  Government  engages  itself  to  obtain  provisions 
outside  of  the  line  of  demarcation  which  surrounds  the 
position  of  the  German  armies,  except  in  the  case  of  an 
authorization  to  tbe  contrary  effect  given  by  the  commander 
of  the  latter. 

Article  10. 

Every  person  wishing  to  quit  the  city  of  Paris  must  be 
fumiahed  with  the  regular  permits,  delivered  by  tbe  French 
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military  authority,  and  submitted  to  the  viia  of  the  Qtetmuk 
authorities.  Permits  or  vUat  will  be  granted,  in  right  of 
their  position,  to  candidates,  to  the  provincial  depiitetioD% 
and  to  the  deputies  of  the  Assembly.  The  free  moTemenfc 
of  the  persons  who  have  received  the  authorization  indi- 
cated will  be  permitted  only  between  six  in  the  morning 
and  six  in  the  evening. 

Article  11. 

The  city  of  Paris  shall  pay  a  municipal  contribution  of 
war  amounting  to  200,000,000  francs.  The  payment  must 
be  effected  before  the  15th  day  of  the  armistice — ^the  mode 
of  payment  to  be  determined  by  a  mixed  German  and  French 
commission. 

Article  12. 

During  the  armistice  nothing  shall  be  taken  away  from 
the  public  objects  of  value  which  may  serve  as  pledges  for 
the  recovery  of  war  contributions. 

Article  13. 

The  transport  into  Paris  of  arms,  of  munitions,  or  of 
articled  entering  into  their  manufacture,  is  forbidden  during 
the  term  of  the  armistice. 

Article  14. 

Immediate  steps  shall  be  taken  for  the  exchange  of  all 
prisoners  of  war  made  by  the  French  army  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  For  this  end  the  French  authori- 
ties will  hand,  as  promptly  as  possible,  nominal  lists  of  the 
German  prisoners  of  war  to  the  German  military  authorities 
at  Amiens,  at  Le  Mans,  at  Orleans,  and  at  Yesoul.  The 
liberation  of  the  German  prisoners  of  war  will  be  effected 
upon  the  points  nearest  to  the  frontier.  The  German 
authorities  will  deliver  in  exchange,  on  the  same  points 
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&od  in  the  briefest  possible  tiiae,  tothe  Frencb  militaiy 
ftutborities.  a  like  number  of  French  prisoners  of  war  of 
correaponding  grades.  The  exchange  will  eitend  to  civil 
prisoners,  such  as  captains  of  sbipa  of  the  German  merchant 
navy,  and  the  civiliaa  French  prisoners  who  have  been 
interned  in  Germany. 

Article  15. 

A  postal  service  for  letters,  not  sealed,  will  be  organized 

between  Paris  and  the  Departments,  through  the  medium 

of  the  head-quarters  at  Versaillea.     In  faith  of  which  the 

undersigned  have  appended  to  th.e  present  coavention  their 

signatures  and  their  seals. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  28th  of  Jauuary,  1871. 

(l.b.)     Bismabck.  (l.8.)    Fatie. 

By  a  subsidiary  convention  it  was  decided  that  the  tncdnU 
of  Paris  should  form  a  line  of  demarcation  for  the  French 
troops,  while  another,  exterior  to  it,  was  marked  out  for 
the  Germans,  It  was  further  provided  that  the  surrender 
of  the  forts  and  redoubts  should  take  place  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1871,  commencing  at  10  a.m.  The  arms,  field- 
pieces^  fifigs,  and  matfriet  were  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
military  German  authorities  within  a  fortnight  after  the 
signature  of  the  convention,  and  be  deposited  under  the 
direction  of  the  French  authorities,  at  Sevran.  An  inven- 
tory of  the  armament  and  materiel  was  to  be  handed  by  the 
French  authorities  to  the  Gernoan  authorities  before  the 
4th  of  February.  The  carriages  of  the  guns  which  armed 
the  ramparts  were  also  to  be  removed  before  that  date. 

The  armistice  stipulated  in  this  convention  was  in  its 
leading  features  favourable  to  France  ;  but  to  this  general 
character  there  was  one  exceptioQ  so  striking,  that  for  many 
days  it  was  impossible  to  understand  how  M.  Jules  Favre 
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could  have  consented  to  it.  By  the  first  article  the  army 
under  General  Bourbaki  was  exposed,  or  rather  consigned, 
to  utter  and  inevitable  ruin.  It  was  the  only  army  that 
was  in  imminent  danger,  and  the  only  one  for  whose  safety 
no  provision  had  been  made.  But  the  obscurity  which  had 
never  ceased  to  surround  the  condition  and  movementa  of 
Bourbaki*8  force,  from  the  day  it  began  its  eastward  march, 
proved  fatal  to  it  when  the  French  plenipotentiary  was 
called  to  negotiate  with  Count  Bismarck.  On  the  28th  of 
January  M.  Favre  knew  so  little  of  the  real  situation  of 
Bourbaki,  tbat  he  actually  bargained  for  that  fatal  exemp- 
tion of  that  General's  army  from  the  armistice,  which  in  a 
few  days  caused  its  destruction. 

As  we  lately  saw,  after  the  catastrophe  of  Orleans,  early 
in  December,  three  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Loire  were 
collected  at  Bourges,  and  placed  under  General  Bourbaki, 
with  the  name  of  the  First  Army  of  the  Loire.  Its  con- 
nection with  that  river,  however,  proved  merely  nominal, 
for  it  was  never  employed  in  co-operation  with  General 
Chanzy's  Second  and  true  Army  of  the  Loire.  Against 
his  own  inclinations,  and  after  a  statement  on  his  part 
that  his  troops  were  not  equipped  and  supplied  for  ain 
arduous  campaign,  General  Bourbaki,  by  the  orders  of 
M.  Gumbetta,  led  his  army  eastward.  At  Bordeaux  it 
was  given  out  that  he  was  going  to  raise  the*  siege  of 
Belfort  and  invade  Germany.  By  the  2nd  of  January 
he  had  reached  Dijon,  from  which  Werder  had  suddenly 
retired  five  days  before.  He  had  with  him — ^after  he  had 
efiected  a  junction  with  the  corps  sent  from  Lyons — ^foup 
corps  of  three  divisions  each,  and  a  reserve  division,  under 
Cremer,  of  13,000  men,  his  whole  force  thus  reaching  a 
strength  of  133,000  men,  with  300  guns  and  mitrailleuses. 
His  movements  after  reaching  Dijon  were  undecided  ;  but 
as  he  was  advancing  towards  Belfort,  the  German  general 
thought  it  prudent  to  leave  Yesoul  and  take  up  a  position 
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before  that  fortresB.  On  his  way  he  met  a  part  of  Eourbaki's 
army  at  inUereexel,  and  a  etruggle  ensued  for  the  place. 
Wcrder,  after  a  fierce  contest,  won  it,  but  did  not  attempt 
to  hold  it  until  be  had  eecared  hia  passage  towBrda  Belfort. 
By  the  12th  of  January  "Werder  had  reached  hia  goal,  and 
took  up  a  Btrong  position  with  his  right  wing  at  Frahier,  his 
centre  at  Hericourt,  and  his  left  ot  Montbeliard.  General 
Werder  had  not  more  than  40,000  troops,  of  whom  4,000 
were  cavalry,  after  he  had  been  joined  by  General  Ton 
Schmeling  and  General  Treskow.  On  the  15th,  at  8  a.m., 
Bourbaki  attacked  Werder  in  hia  positions  with  artillery, 
and  two  hours  later  the  small  arras  came  into  play,  and  the 
fire  of  neither  ceased  until  dark.  The  attack  was  feebly 
conducted,  although  all  aecouota  agree  in  the  statement 
that  the  mingled  roar  of  the  artillery,  and  the  rattle  of 
the  musketry,  was  fearful.  The  Germans  were  immovable, 
and  bivouacked  on  the  ground  they  held,  the  thermome- 
ter marking  \i°  Fahrenheit.  Then  the  defectiveness  of 
the  French  arrangements  becnrae  apparent.  In  Cremer'e 
division  neither  officers  nor  men.  had  received  any  provisions 
from  7  A.M.  on  the  14th  till  6  p.m.  on  the  15th.  Neither 
had  the  horses  and  mules  received  any  forage  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  although  in  that  time  they  had  marched  forty 
miles.  Notwithstanding  that  the  enemy  was  only  SOOyarda 
from  the  main  body  of  this  division,  the  only  thought  of  the 
soldiers  was  to  fight  against  the  cold,  and,  sitting  on  knap- 
sacks, all,  from  the  general  to  tlie  private,  passed  the  night 
huddled  round  the  fires.  On  the  16th  the  attack  was  renewed, 
Bourbaki  throwing  immense  numbers  of  troops  against 
Werder'B  right  wing  in  order  to  break  the  German  line, 
hot  that  line  remained  immovable.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
was  much  greater  than  on  the  previous  day ;  the  Germans, 
in  a  strictly  defensive  position,  had  1,000  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  French  suffered  in  a  much  greater  proportion.     On 
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the  tliird  daj,  the  17th,  the  Erench  attack  was  repeated, 
but  faintlj ;  and  in  the  afternoon  Boorbaki's  oolanuis 
commenced  a  retreat  of  their  whole  line,  followed  bj  the 
German  artillery.  On  the  18th  General  Debacbuti 
pursued  them  as  far  as  Blamont,  returning  afterwards 
to  before  Belfort.  On  the  19fch  and  20th  they  continaed 
their  retreat  towards  Be8an9on  almost  without  molestation ; 
but  on  the  latter  daj  General  Werder  began  his  southward 
march,  and  found  everywhere  traces  of  an  army  not  only 
demoralized,  but  starving.  The  road  as  far  as  Bougemont 
was  strewn  with  knapsacks,  broken  Chassepdts,  cartouche- 
pouches,  caps,  cooking  utensils,  broken  swords,  and  inde- 
scribable  refuse.  Dead  horses  were  found  from  which  flesh 
had  been  hacked  as  they  lay.  By  the  23rd  12,000  prisoners 
had  been  taken.  The  army  had  lost  all  organization  and  dis. 
cipline,  and  was  in  a  state  of  dissolution,  when  a  new  enemj 
descended  upon  its  path.  Werder's  retreat  from  Dijon  and 
Bourbaki*s  advance  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  events  too 
sudden  to  permit  of  the  sending  of  reinforcements  direct  to 
the  German  general  from  the  army  of  Prince  Frederick 
Charles.  But  as  early  as  the  2nd  of  January  the  2nd  Corps* 
under  General  Fransecky,  was  sent  from  before  Paris,  and 
on  the  18th  of  January  was  within  forty  miles  of  Dijon, 
expecting  to  have  to  strike  on  Bourbaki's  flank  or  rear  as 
he  was  engaged  with  Werder.  It  was  joined  by  other 
corps,  and  came  upon  Bourbaki's  army  during  its  retreat. 
Its  brigades  passed  in  succession  before  Dijon,  where 
General  Garibaldi  engaged  them  with  a  strictly  local 
success,  and  deemed  that  his  Army  of  the  Yosges  was 
baffling  the  designs  of  the  Germans,  while  the  latter  were 
all  the  time  accumulating  upon  Bourbaki's  rear.  The  cap- 
tiu*e  at  D61e  of  230  railway  waggons  loaded  with  provisions, 
forage,  and  clothing,  was  an  irreparable  disaster  for  the 
French  army,  and  its  commander,  one  of  the  bravest  of  the 
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Imperial  generals,  an  admirable  general  of  division,  but 
apparently  lacking  the  qualifications  for  chief  command, 
attenipted  suicide. 

Such  vaa  the  situation  of  military  affaire  in  the 
east  of  France  when  M,  Julea  Favre  negotiated  the 
armistice.  Count  Bismarcb,  anxious  that  Bdfort  should 
be  in  German  bands  when  terms  of  peace  were  dlaeussed, . 
had  required  that  the  fortress  should  be  surrendered. 
As  be  must  have  expected,  this  demand  was  refused,  and 
he  thereupon  declared  that  in  that  case  the  siege  opera- 
tions must  go  on.  M.  Jules  Favre  had  so  little  suspicion  of 
the  real  state  of  the  facta,  that  he  actually  stipulated  that 
if  Werder  were  left  at  liberty  to  besiege  Belfort,  Bourbaki 
should  he  free  to  endeavonrto raise  the  siege.  The  request 
was  granted,  and  the  consequences  of  M.  FaTre'a  ignorance 
at  once  became  apparent. 

The  German  generals  before  Paris  lost  no  time  in  enter- 
ing upon  possession  of  the  forts  they  had  so  hardly  won. 
The  King  of  Prussia,  who  by  that  time  had  assumed  the 
title  of  Emperor,  conferred  on  him  by  the  princes  and 
people  of  Germany,  risited  FortValerien  on  the  29th  of 
January.  The  Special  Correspondent  at  the  head-quartera 
of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia,  describing  the  visit  and 
the  interior  of  the  works,  wrote : — 

Mont  Talcrien,  occupied  by  the  Germans,  was  a  standpoint 
in  modern  history.  The  conquerors  marched  in  and 
hoisted  their  flag,  and  wandered  over  the  place  at  leisure 
to  explore  the  worlt.  Mont  Valcrien  was  empty  and 
desolate  when  the  Germans  -entered  ;  and  the  complaints 
as  to  food  and  lodging  which  the  soldiers  uttered,  on 
their  bivouac  in  the  barracks  of  their  coveted  prize,  were 
characteristic  incidents  of  the  time.  Grim  and  silent, 
with  its  great  empty  barracks,  and  its  huge  rifled  cannon 
staring  blindly  into  the  mint,  Mont  Val^rien  changed 
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xnastera  the  very  morning  after  Bismarck  and  Favre  liad 
signed  their  memorable  convention.  When  I  Tinted 
the  fort  in  the  afternoon,  the  Germans  Beemed  to  be 
comfortably  established.  Waggon-loads  of  food  and 
baggage  had  toiled  up  the  winding  road  to  the  central 
parade-ground,  and  sentinels  on  duty,  with  the  air  of  old 
inhabitants,  seemed  to  marvel  that  any  outsiders  could 
have  the  audacity  to  visit  **  their  "  Valerien.  The  fortren 
is  very  imposing  as  you  sight  it  from  the  southward, 
standing  out  boldly  against  the  sky,  with  some  reeem- 
blance  to  Edinburgh  Castle,  though  earthy  instead  of 
rocky  in  its  standpoint.  Valerien,  moreover,  has  the  air 
of  being  overweighted  by  the  huge  square  barracks  on 
the  top  of  the  mound.  One  is  apt  to  mistake  the  size  of 
the  place  as  a  whole,  and  to  think  it  smaller  than  it 
really  is,  until,  having  left  one's  carriage  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ascent,  one  has  toiled  up  to  the  parade-ground 
before  the  barracks. 

All  the  world  of  head-quarters  was  bent  on  seeing  Yal^rien 
yesterday.  Princes  and  generals,  doctors  and  post-office 
officials,  rode  or  drove  from  Versailles  to  the  entrance- 
gate.  The  rounding  ascent  from  the  gate  to  the  barracks 
was  as  lively  as  a  fashionable  promenade  at  a  watering- 
place,  save  for  the  absence  of  the  gentler  sex.  As  we 
walked  slowly  up,  we  met  two  French  waggons  coming 
down  with  personal  baggage,  which  had  been  left  behind 
on  the  29th.  This  was  the  only  appearance  of  red 
trousers  and  k6pis  to  suggest  bygone  times.  When 
once  the  waggoners  had  passed,  there  was  nothing  but 
German  occupation  to  be  seen,  and  the  German  language 
to  be  heard,  throughout  the  fort.  Yet  stay !  I  must 
record  that  some  one  told  me  of  a  few  Frenchmen  stowed 
away  somewhere  out  of  sight,  or  remaining  for  a  while 
in  the  fort  on  special  duty,  perhaps  to  pack  up  another 
waggon-load  of  baggage.    The  Germans  spoke  with  glee 
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of  having  found,  on  the  previous  morniDg,  a  couple  of 
marines  in  an  outhouae,  who  liad  remained  beliind,  over- 
come by  drinlt.  "'The  sleeper  awakened"  was  a  parallel 
to  their  aBtoniahment,  when  they  discovered  themselvea 
among  the  enemy.  They  were,  however,  allowed  to  slip 
away,  and  advised  to  go  to  Paris  as  fast  as  they  could. 

The  Emperor,iu  acarriage  with  four  black  horses,  preceded 
by  a  lew  hussars  and  followed  by  dragoons,  came  swiftly 
up  the  approach  to  the  gateway,  crossed  the  drawbridge, 
rnttled  under  the  arch,  and,  turning  slightly  to  the  right, 
began  the  steeper  ascent.  The  grand  guard  presented 
arms,  and  stragglers  of  all  sorts  along  the  road  came 
rigidly  to  attention.  Those  who  were  on  the  parade- 
ground  hurried  to  the  corner  where  Xaiaer  Wilhelm 
would  arrive;  and  those  who  were  eiamiuing  the  great 
gun  not  far  away  clambered  on  to  its  ponderous  carriage 
to  have  a  better  view.  His  Majesty  seemed  to  be  in  ex- 
cellent health  and  spirits,  and  returned  the  greeting  of 
the  troops  in  his  usual  hearty  manner.  A  smile  well 
becomes  the  victor's  face.  This  entry  into  the  French 
etronghold  was  a  token  of  conquest  won  by  much  patience 
and  perseverance,  by  cold  nights  of  watching  and  gallant 
repulsing  of  sorties ;  and  tlie  Emperor  might  be  proud 
of  his  soldiers.  They  had  net  shed  their  blood  to  climb 
to  the  summit  of  Talerien ;  but,  by  much  bloodshed  and 
fighting,  they  had  held  the  positions  which  secured  its 
surrender.  If  there  should  never  be  an  entry  into  Paris, 
the  success  of  the  siege  will  nevertheless  be  proved  by 
terms  of  peace  most  favourable  to  Germany. 
Mont  Valfirien,  with  its  barracks  and  outworks,  and  heavy 
gnna,  represents  an  immcnae  amount  of  labour.  The 
base  of  the  mound,  so  to  speak,  is  regularly  fortified 
with  a  ditch,  a  counterscarp,  and  glacis,  whilst  on  the 
summit  are  not  only  barracks,  establishments  which 
might  have  been  burnt  like  those  of  Issy  and  Montrouge, 
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but  some  batteries  for  long-range  guns  veiy  formidabis 
to  an  advancing  foe.  It  was  these  batteries  whicb  mads 
Buch  plaj*  in  all  directions  tovards  the  end  of  Norember, 
and  kept  the  neighbourhood  awoke  by  their  heavy  boom- 
ing noise.  The  hugeet  gun  of  all  hoa  a  small  circiilar 
work  to  itself,  and  can  be  pointed  against  Versailles  or 
St.  Qermain,  or  the  flat  ground  beyond  the  Seine  by 
Bezona,  as  may  be  thought  expedient.  It  is  a  pieos 
intended  to  he  carried  by  some  powerful  ironclad  sbip, 
and  fires  a  conical  shell  some  nine  inches  in  diameter. 
It  is  a  breech-loader,  as  is  its  seafaring  compani<m,  the 
next  largest  cannon  in  the  fort ;  and  the  two  together 
form  an  armament  not  to  be  deepised,  in  the  modem  sfyle 
of  few  ond  heavy  pieces,  but  they  were  supported  in 
Talerieu  by  a  motley  gathering  of  other  cannon,  great 
and  small — Bmooth  bores,  as  the  surriTing  aborigines,  and 
rifled  guns  of  rarious  sizes,  which  have  been  added  to  tbe 
armament  to  increase  its  strength.  You  would  find  piles 
of  round  shot,  those  relics  of  the  past,  by  hunting  aboat 
for  them,  or  might  choose  out  a  cavalry  sabre  from  the 
armoury  in  the  fort  which  should  have  the  ring  of  the 
old  hard-hitting  cuirassier  tactics  about  it.  Formidable 
as  Mont  Yal4rieD  undoubtedly  is,  the  place  cannot  boaat 
of  being  completely  equipped  on  the  scale  of  tbow 
ponderous  rifled  guns  upon  tbe  summit. 

Of  two  of  the  southern  forts  the  same  Correspondent 
wrote: — 

I  have  had  my  first  glimpse  of  the  interior  of  mucb- 
battered  Fort  Issy.  The  fort  is  not  very  conspicuous; 
its  strength,  in  fact,  is  artfully  concealed,  and  it  looka 
like  a  mound  of  snow-covered  earth,  ^ith  some  ruined 
buildings  behind  it,  heaped  up  for  no  particular  purpose, 
Bave  that  Prussian  sentries  should  stand  upon  the  top. 
We  could  see  them  marching  np  and  down,  and  could 


Bee  tbe  German  flag  on  the  eignal-atafT  in  the  north-east 
corner.  Then,  aa  ve  appruachi^d  still  nearer  tbe  gate- 
vay,  it  became  clear  that  there  was  a  deep  ditch  roimd 
the  central  mound,  with  scarp  and  counterscarp,  to  break 
tbe  necks  of  those  who  would  press  rashly  on  to  it.  Tbe 
gateway,  protected  by  an  immense  traverse  on  tbe  inside 
against  shells  coming  from  the  southward,  was  tilled  with 
Prussian  soldiers,  who  lounged  there  in  as  natural  a 
manner  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  tbe  place  for  years. 
There  were  artillerymen  and  infantry  of  the  82nd  Regi- 
ment, forming  the  new  garrison ;  and,  besides  these 
regular  inhabitants,  there  were  a  number  of  staif  officers, 
who  had  come  to  have  an  inside  view  of  lasy.  Once 
inside,  the  place  is  seen  to  be  no  mound  at  all,  but  a 
large  circle  of  cartliwork,  and  casemates  with  cannon 
mounted  on  the  top,  surrounding  an  opeu  space  where 
the  ruined  barracks  stand.  The  barracks  are  utterly  de- 
stroyed, smashed,  burnt,  and  pounded,  roofless  aod  floor- 
less,  with  great  holes  knocked  through  and  through 
them.  They  stand  as  melancholy  wrecks,  and  must 
have  almost  roasted  out  the  garrison  at  tbe  time  they 
were  dostroj'ed.  But  their  destruction  is  almost  all  that 
the  bombardment  bas  eflected.  None  of  the  casemates 
have  been  entered  by  ebclls ;  none  of  the  magazines  have 
been  touched;  and  though  several  guns  have  beendisabled, 
the  greater  part  of  them  could  have  been  fired  up  to 
the  last  moment,  had  the  Prencli  chosen  to  fire.  There 
is  a  small  breach  in  the  curtain  of  the  southera  front, 
just  enough  to  indicate  what  might  have  been  done  with 
time  and  perseverance.  Aa  a  whole,  however,  the  fort  is 
less  injured  than  most  people  at  a  distance  had  supposed. 
Its  guns  can  never  have  been  silent  from  absolute  in- 
ability to  fire.  Tbeir  sUence  was,  I  fancy,  due  to  despair 
about  the  utility  of  wasting  ammunition  against  tbe 
TOl    II.  D  B 
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hill  side,  or  to  Bcarcity  of  ammunitioD  whemwith  to  bs 
wasteful. 

"What  an  odd  collection  of  pieced  the  fort  exhibits !  There 
are  cannon  and  mortars ;  ships'  guns  and  battwy  guns ; 
new  rified  guns  of  tbe  latest  pattern,  and  old  smootb- 
horcB  which  have  heen  lately  rifled.  Some  of  tho  lajrger 
cannon  have  had  their  carriages  depressed  in  rear  hj 
sinking  a  bole  under  them  a  foot  or  more  deep,  and  hare 
thus  attained  an  eleration  of  thirty-fire  d^^rees,  which 
accounts  for  their  long  range.  They  were  not  oflien 
successful  in  hitting  the  mark,  bnt  care  had  been  taken 
to  supply  the  French  gunners  with  tbe  necesBBE;  data 
for  firing  with  effect.  Tables  of  distances  were  attached 
to  the  guns,  having  reference  to  v&rions  landmarks. 
"  La  Maison  Blanche  "  was  so  many  metres  away ;  whilst 
"  la  route  derriere  la  redoute  "  was  eo  many  more  or  less, 
another  distance  being  given  for  each  point  named. 

There  was  not  much  dibrit  to  be  seen  in  the  fort.  Either 
it  had  been  cleared  away  before  the  French  departed,  or 
there  had  only  been  a  few  guo-carriages  smashed,  and  a 
few  store-waggona  damaged,  during  the  fiery  ordeal  of 
the  last  three  weeks.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  Germans 
that  they  had  famine  on  their  side  ;  as  battered  strong- 
holde  in  the  condition  of  Fort  lasy  might  have  cost  them 
much  trouble  and  baa  to  capture.  Up  to  the  moment  of 
its  surrender  the  fort  may  be  said  to  bave  been  impreg- 
nable by  a  coup  de  main.  But  German  strategy  was  too 
much  for  its  defenders;  and  there  were  tbe  familiar 
spiked  helmets  to  he  seen  in  scores,  slung  to  the  piled 
arms  of  the  soldiers  who  occupied  the  casemates. 
German  songs  came  pleasantly  from  those  dim  retreats, 
and  a  quantity  of  meat  was  being  carried  across  the  open 
space  which  would  have  delighted  tbe  hearts_of  tbe  out- 
going tenants. 
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Fort  Vanvea,  which  I  baye  visited,  ia  not  quite  bo  much 
damaged  aa  Fort  Issy,  inasmuch  as  the  hairackB,  though 
riddled  through  and  through,  have  escaped  being  burnt, 
and  there  ia  no  commencement  of  a  breach  in  the  curtain 
on  the  south  front.  Incendiary  sheila  were  used  against 
Issy,  and  not  against  Vanves,  wbicb  accounts  for  the 
Btate  of  the  barracks;  but,  for  all  tbat,  Vanves  was 
heavily  battered,  and  lost,  I  believe,  more  men  out'  of  a 
,  Bmaller  garrison.  The  place  was  rendered  very  uncom- 
fortable to  live  in,  and  tbat  was  about  all  that  could  be 
said  for  the  bombardment.  No  sane  commander  would 
have  thought  of  attempting  to  storm  Fort  Vanves  on 
tbe  strength  of  what  bad  been  done  to  it  by  the 
German  goua. 
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CHAPTEE   XXII. 

The  newspapers  of  Paris  had  done  as  little  aa  possible  to 
foreshadow  the  surrender  of  the  city,  but  every  mind  had 
been  sufficiently  prepared  for  it  by  notorious  events  and  uni- 
versal experience.  Nevertheless  the  dejection  of  the  inhabi- 
tants was  extreme.  The  prospect  of  a  revictualment  of  the 
city  was,  however,  accepted  with  a  feeling  of  infinite  relief. 
The  first  person  to  enter  the  city  from  the  camp  outside 
was  the  Special  Correspondent  of  the  Daily  News  at  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony,  who  described 
what  he  saw  and  experienced  in  the  following  letter,  dated 
Paris,  February  1 : — 

Leaving  St.  Denis  yesterday  forenoon,  I  rode  through  the 
Prussian  foreposts  to  the  neutral  ground  without  inter- 
ruptions, and  so  on  to  the  Porte  La  Chapelle.  Here  the 
gates  were  closed,  but  a  great  crowd  had  collected  in 
expectation  of  their  presently  opening.  Everybody  on 
the  German  side  laughed  at  the  Quixotry  of  my  attempt 
to  enter.  The  crowd  was  orderly,  civil,  and  very  patient 
too.  Many  people  had  loaves  and  cabbages.  After 
waiting  half  an  hour,  an  officer  appeared  on  the  wall, 
and  exclaimed,  "A.  la  Porte  de  Santois."  We  all  there- 
fore made  to  the  right,  I,  being  mounted,  beating  the 
others.  This  gate  was  open,  and  an  officer  examining 
passes.  I  rode  on  slowly,  looking  straight  between  my 
horse's  ears,  and  somehow  nobody  stopped  me.     Once 
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inside,  I  came  in  upon  sundrj  nioba  of  aemi-druoken 
Natioual  Guards,  and  the  cry  was,  "  Down  with  the 
Prussian !  "  Matters  got  eeriouB.  The  clamour  spread, 
and  men  tried  to  clutch  at  my  bridle.  I  thought  it 
wiser  to  be  bold,  and  turned  on  tho  first  man  who  haii 
shouted,  and  proclaimed  that  I  was  an  Englishman,  come 
if  possible  to  do  good,  not  harm,  and  thus  succeeded 
in  diverting  attention  to  my  assailant.  Then  I  rode 
on  unmolested  through  the  £uc  Arnnud,  where  were 
massed  several  battalions  of  the  National  Quard, 
apparently  to  receive  their  pay  ;  then  through  the 
Boulevard  Magenta,  and  so  straight  on  to  the  Americ.ia 
Legation,  in  the  Champa  Elysees. 

"  Paris  is  utterly  cowed — fairly  beaten ; "  bo  said  the  first 
Bnglishman  I  met,  and  his  opinion  is  mine.  Yet  Parid 
is  orderly  and  decent,  and  with  a  certain  solemn-moroae 
self-restraint  mastering  the  tendency  to  demonstrate. 
The  streets  were  crowded,  almost  wholly  with  men  in 
uniform.  Civilians  were  few  and  far  between.  Many 
shops  were  open,  but  many  also  were  closed.  There  is 
no  want  of  hardware  in  Pans.  You  may  buy  enough 
and  to  spare  of  anything  except  edibles.  Drink  is 
plentiful  enough,  but,  except  near  the  gate,  I  saw  not 
a  soul  druuk.  The  food  shops  had  nothing  to  show. 
There  were  confitures  and  preserves,  jellies,  &c.,  but  solid 
comestibles  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  In  one 
shop  I  saw  several  large  shapes  of  stuff  that  looked  like 
lard.  When  I  asked  what  it  was,  I  found  it  was  horse 
fat.  The  bakers'  shops  were  closed ;  the  grating  down 
before  the  butchers'.  And  oh,  the  number  of  funerals  I 
One,  two,  three ;  I  met  sii  altogether  in  the  course  of 
my  ride.  Sad  with  an  esceeding  great  sadness ;  such 
was  what  I  found  as  regards  Paris  long  before  I  reached 
the  American  Legation ;  self-respecting,  too,  in  her  misery; 
not  blatant  j  not  disposed  to  collect  in  Jabbering  crowds. 


I 


374  WAR  OOSRBSPONDBSCS.  [tmir. 

Each  man  weot  hia  waj  vith  chastened  &ce  and  listlesa 
gait 

I  spoke  with  a  soldier  of  the  Line.  Yes,  he  had  had  enongit 
of  it.  SacriJ  They  had  nearly  killed  him,  these  teirible 
Prussians,  and  he  was  very  hungry.  When  would  the 
gates  open  for  food  ?  Food  hegan  to  be  with  me  a  pei^ 
Boual  question.  I  had  nearly  filled  my  wallet  with 
newspapers,  and  only  stowed  away,  for  an  exigency,  a 
few  alices  of  ham.  Did  ever  the  rarest  geological  or 
mineral ogical  specimen  make  such  a  eenaation  as  these 
slices  of  ham  F  When  I  at  length  reached  my  ^Utu'ters 
the  servant-women  asked  permission  to  take  the  meagre 
plateful  out,  and  show  it  as  a  curiosity  to  their  com- 
panions; and  after  the  ham  was  eaten,  stray  viaiton 
came  in,  attracted  by  the  tidings,  and  begged  for  a  look 
at  the  unwonted  viands.  The  whole  city  is  haunted  with 
the  chaste  odours  which  horsefiesh  gives  out  in  cooking  ; 
odours  which  I  learned  to  appreciate  at  Mets.  They 
permeate  the  deserted  British  Embassy,  where,  asserting 
my  privileges  as  a  Briton,  I  stabled  my  horse;  they 
linger  in  the  corridors  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  and  fight 
with  the  taint  from  wounds  in  e^'il  case.  The  G-rand 
Hotel  is  one  huge  hospital.  Half  Paris  seems  converted 
into  hospitals,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  flags.  They  were 
more  than  were  needed  until  the  southern  bombardment 
began ;  and  then,  when  the  hospitals,  ambulances,  orphan- 
ages, and  madhouses  on  the  south  side  had  to  be  evacuated, 
there  was  a  squeeze  on  thia  side  of  the  water. 

Yery  touching  is  the  ignorance  as  to  the  outside  worid. 
"  I  have  seen  three  English  papers  since  September," 
said  Dr.  Gordon,  our  Medical  Commissioner.  "  Is  Ire- 
land quiet  ?  Is  Mr.  Gladstone  still  Prime  Minister  ?  la 
the  Princess  Louise  married  P  "  Such  are  samples  of  the 
questions  I  have  had  to  answer.  The  ignorance  aa  to  the 
condition  of  the  Fruasians  outside  is  equally  dense.     The 
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daj  after  negotiations  begao,  Paris  was  asBured  that  the 
investing  army  had  not  eaten  for  three  days,  and  that  it 
was  Paris  which  waa  granting  terras  rather  than  the  othec 
way.  I  am  continually  asked  if  the  Prussians  have  not 
been  half-starved  all  through  ?  What  they  have  done 
for  quarters  ?  Whether  there  are  not  -100,000  at  the 
very  least  surrounding  Paris  ?  Whether  they  do  not 
tremble  iu  their  boots  at  the  n  ame  of  the  Franca-tireurs  ? 
Whetherthey  are  not  half-devoured  by  vermin?  Whether 
the  Xing  still  resides  in  Veraailles  ?  and  so  on. 

The  pinch  for  food  is  worse  than  ever,  pending  the  result 
of  the  negotiations  for  its  supply.  The  day  before 
yesterday  the  hungry  broke  into  the  reserved  store  of 
potted  provisions  in  the  Halle,  smashed  al!  obstacles, 
and  looted  the  place.  From  one  who  has  paid  the  prices 
himself,  and  has  the  figures  down  in  black  and  white 
without  exaggeration,  I  have  the  following  list : — 2  frants 
for  a  small  shrivelled  cabbage ;  1  franc  for  a  leek ;  45 
francs  for  a  fowl ;  45  francs  for  a  rabbit  (which  may 
be  taken  for  granted  as  cat) ;  25  francs  for  a  pigeon ; 
22  francs  for  a  21b,  chub;  14  francs  per  pound  for 
stickleback ;  2  francs  per  pound  for  potatoes ;  40  franca 
per  pound  for  butter;  cheese,  25  francs  a  pound,  when 
procurable.  Meat  other  than  horseflcBh  is  absolutely 
not  to  be  procured.  I  was  assured  that  if  I  offered  £50 
down  in  bright  shining  gold  for  a  veritable  beefsteak,  I 
should  have  no  claimant  for  the  money  !  The  last  cow 
that  changed  hands  "  for  an  ambulance "  fetched  £S0. 
Those  left  cannot  now  be  bought  for  money.  The  bread 
is  not  bad — the  difficulty  is  tc  get  it.  Only  people  say 
there  is  nothing  else  to  do  but  wait  outside  the  bakers' 
and  the  butchers'.  I  saw  huge  throngs  at  both  as  I  rode 
through  Paris,  and  chiefly  women,  waiting  silently  in  the 
cold.  What  it  must  have  come  to  when  the  Parisians  are 
so  utterly  crushed  down ! 
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Last  evening  there  looked  in  a  party  that  had  been  ex- 
perimenting in  dining.  They  had  eaten  ostricb,  cat, 
dog,  rst,  and  mice.  This  seems  to  me  a  hard-hearted 
mode  of  extracting  a  new  sensation  ont  of  the  pinch  of 
the  times.  For  hetter  to  dine  on  horse,  and  gire  the 
price  of  dainty  Tianda  to  put  bread  into  the  months  of 
the  poor  suffering  women  and  children.  Testerday 
neither  bread  nor  meat  was  distributed  in  thia  arron- 
dissement.  Those  who  had  no  money  have  simply  had 
to  hunger.  The  sins  for  which  Paris  used  to  be  &mona 
all  belong  to  the  past.  She  has  been  half-starved,  half- 
beaten  into  morality,  or  it  may  be  that  other  than  phy- 
sical influences  have  led  her  to  wash  and  be  clean.  Yoa 
see  some  drunlienness,  but  far  less  tbau  I  had  looked  for, 
among  men  whose  clock,  so  to  speak,  has  jun  down.  A 
decent  gloom  is  everywhere  apparent.  Some  assert  that 
the  gloom  is  as  much  theatrical  and  assumed  as  had  been 
the  previous  valorous  seeming.  I  don't  think  eo.  I  think 
you  can  see  the  iron  eating  and  burning  into  the  heavta 
of  these  men — silent  with  unwonted  silence ;  moody  as 
they  never  knew  how  to  be  before ;  and  as  the  downcast 
faces  pass  I  draw  a  good  augury  from  them  for  France 
and  Paris.  The  great  and  beautiful  feature  of  tbe  siege 
baa  been  the  absence  of  crime.  No  murders,  no  rob- 
beries, but  a  virtue  in  which,  to  me,  there  is  something 
pathetic.  The  half-lit  streets  are  empty  by  half-pagt 
nine.  The  midnight  air  is  not  tortured  by  the  sound  of 
revellers,  although  there  are  no  police  to  keep  order.  I 
woke  up  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  night,  and  the 
silence  made  me  for  the  moment  think  myself  back  at 
Uargency. 

The  trees  on  the  boulevards  have  suffered  less  th&a  I 
expected.  In  the  Champs  Elyeees  they  are  utterly 
ruined,  and  the  others  elsewhere  have,  I  am  told,  shared 
the  same  fate.    The  scarcity  of  wood  was  terrible  ia 
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these  latter  dajs.  People  cannot  get  their  waaliing  done 
for  want  of  wood  to  lieat  the  copper.  So  far  as  I  can 
lenni,  the  moral  effect  of  the  bombardment  on  the  popu- 
lation was  terrible.  After  the  first  (iny  of  defiance  the 
Government  felt  the  pressure.  M.  Jules  Simon  told  a 
friend  of  mine  that  the  bomhnrdment  of  St.  Denia  had 
shortened  tlie  siege  hy  a  week.  Competent  nuthoritiea 
estimate  that  Paris,  had  ahe  been  obstinate,  might  have 
gone  on  for  another  month,  bad  the  pickles  and  pre- 
serves, and  all  the  odds  and  ends  now  sold  at  eiorbitant 
prices,  been  taken  and  rationed.  But  to  what  purpose  ? 
To-day  I  am  to  try  to  get  out,  which  they  say  is  more 
diificult  still ;  but  1  put  my  trust  in  tlie  aspect  of  preter. 
natural  stolidity  with  which  nature  haa  gifted  me.  There 
is  nobody  else  in  from  the  outside  as  yet. 

Lagny,  Feb.  2.— As  I  remarked  in  my  yesterday's  letter, 
had  I  accepted  the  well-intended  advice  of  friends,  that 
Tisit  to  Paris  would  never  have  been  made.  The  two 
cuirassier  ofBeers  who  rode  with  nic  into  the  neutral 
territory,  took  leave  of  me  quite  pathetically,  and  when 
I  said,  "  Au  revoir,"  one  of  tbem  shook  hJs  head  signifi' 
cantly.  It  wae  rather  nervous  work  riding  along  a  road 
crowded  with  Frenchmen,  not  a  friendly  Prussian  uni- 
form within  sight,  nud  one's  self  so  dressed  as  to  be  easily 
enough  mistaken  for  one  of  the  hated  race.  During  the 
long  wait  we  had  at  the  Porte  de  la  Chapelle,  while  a 
dense  crowd  collected  with  the  desire  to  get  iuside,  I 
and  my  horse  were  the  chief  topics  of  observation.  Men 
laid  their  heads  together,  and  diGcuased  my  personality. 
I  was  a  Prussian,  that  was  taken  for  granted.  Had  I 
countless  cattle  in  reserve?  or  had  I  come  to  have 
speech  with  the  authorities  as  to  the  further  humiliation 
of  Paris?  I  got  into  couverMation  in  English  with  a  man 
who  had  been  in  America,  but  this  had  no  effect  in  lead- 
ing my  critics  to  suppose  I  was  an  Englishman.   "These 
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Prussians,  aacril    tliey    know  every  language    under  the 

aun,"  Bententiously  remarked  au  elderly  gentleman  with 
a  big  cabbage  under  each  arm,  and  a  pair  of  red  etripcs 
down  hia  legs.  My  borae  shared  with  me  the  public  inte- 
rest.    But  it  was  not  the  interest  usually  attracted  to- 
wards horses.  There  waa  no  criticism  as  to  her  points,  ber 
probable  action,  or  her  aoundnesa.  !No,  "she  was b  flue  fat 
animal ;  she  must  be  succulent ;  how  well  she  would  cat." 
It  is  very  curious  bow  hotaefleah  has  come  to  be  accepted 
as  an  ordinary  viand,  not  to  be  noted  aa  anything  out  of 
the  common,     The  day  before  I  eutered  Paris,  nliea  I 
looked  in  on  M.  Saglier,  the  good  pastor  of  St.  Dtnia,  he 
hospitably  asked  me  to   have  some  dinner.     I  aeeenting, 
he  told  his  servant  to  "  bring  in  the  meat,"  and  I  mj 
an  asaault,  with  vigour   and  perseverance,  on  a  rati 
ragged  roast  joint  whicli  was  placed  before  me,  the  paal 
looking  on  beiiiguantly  the  while.     I  lield  my  tongn^ 
till  the  edge  was  off  my  appetite,  and  then  asked  the 
miniaterwhat  I  waa  eating.     "  Well,"  said  he,  "  of  course 
you  are  eaticg  horse;  and  a  very  choice  joint  it   ia,     I 
knew  the  animal  well.     He  was  young  and  plump,  and 
of  a  grey  colour,  which  it  ia  well  known  indicates  lender- 
nesa."     The  pastor  had  "been  eating  horse  for  the  last  four 
tnontha,  not  because  be  was  forced  to  do  ho  so  long,  but 
because  he  has  a  numerous  dependency  of  poor  people, 
to  aid  whom  he  has  had  to  practise  economy. 
When  I  had  gotjtiat  inside  the  Porte  de  Santoia,  I  tbouj 
for  certain  I  waa  to  be  stopped.     The  Ceinture  Eaili 
waa  close  under  the  enceinte,  and  as  I  reached  the  brii 
an  officer  came  forward,  with  his  band  raised.     Aa  h 
would  have  it,  a  train  came  pufEng  past  at  thi 
My  mare  thought  proper  to   go  througli  a  variety 
fantastic  gymnastic  feats  at  thie  apparition,  the  offi< 
looking  on  admiringly.     When  the  train  had  passed, 
ehe  had  condescended  to  come  down  upon  all-fours  agi 
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the  ofScer  smiled  and  patted  ber  eboulder.  I  emilcd,  and 
raised  my  hat ;  and  somehow  I  bad  sliddeo  over  the  bridge 
before  he  bad  got  the  hack-jiimpiDg  idea  out  of  his  head 
and  the  interception  idea  isto  it.  I  can't  say,  eren  after 
I  had  passed  aucceBstull;  the  good  fellow  who  assailed 
me  with  cries  of  "  Coclion  !"  that  I  liked  the  appearance 
of  the  Boulevard  Magenta.  It  was  densely  crowded 
with  soldiers,  and  some  of  them  might  bo  disagreeably 
patriotic.  But,  no ;  they  were  all  too  much  busied  with 
their  own  affairs,  getting  their  pay  and  discussing  events. 
The  closed  shopa  appeared  to  me  to  be  chiefly  eating- 
houses,  all  the  other  shops  appeared  to  be  open,  although 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  trade  doing.  The  bouillon 
houses,  however,  at  the  street- corners,  were  open,  and 
I  Jearn  that  tbeir  proprietor  bas  bad  exceptional  advan- 
tages extended  to  him. 

It  surprised  me  to  see  so  many  well-appointed  vehicles  atill 
in  the  streets  of  Paris,  with  well-conditioned  horses. 
Nor  were  the  omnibuses  either  few  or  far  between,  and 
their  horses  were  in  the  best  of  condition,  as  were  the 
borses  ridden  at  break-neck  speed  through  tho  streets  by 
oiScers  who  looked,  and  who  probably  were,  transmog- 
rified petite  orevig.  After  visiting  the  American  Legation, 
where  undisguised  wonder  was  expressed  at  my  appear- 
ance. I  made  my  way  to  the  Hotel  de  St.  Honor6,  to  an 
old-fashioned  and  well-known  house  kept  by  a  worthy 
Briton  of  the  name  of  Unthank,  Mr.  TJntbauk  has  bad 
for  his  boarder  throughout  the  siege  Dr.  Gordon,  our 
Medical  Commissioner  in  Paris  ;  and  he  takea  pride  in 
asserting,  what  I  believe  to  be  true,  that  the  doctor, 
under  his  auspices,  has  lived  better  than  any  other  man 
in  Paris.  When  dinner  came  it  bore  out  Mr.  Unthank's 
boost.  Positively  there  waa  a  fowl — pretty  well,  I 
reckon,  the  lost  fowl  iu  Paris.    Mr.  Unthank  was  offered 
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eighty  francs  for  tbe  biped  wbile  jet  it  had  ita  feathers  on, 
but  refused  it,  and  ho  ve  had  him  for  dinner.  I  believe 
this  house  13  the  only  one  in  Paris  into  which  horseflesh 
has  not  been  allowed  to  entrOr,  and  this  owing  to  esoep- 
tional  circumstance?.  There  are  advantagcB  in  being  k 
Scotsman.  One  of  these  this  siege  has  developed  in  I 
curious  way.  There  is  some  store  of  ontineal  in  Paris. 
Tuu  can  make  porridge  out  of  oatmeal;  and  Scotsmen 
not  only  eat,  but  enjoy  porridge.  Thus  Dr.  Gordon,  % 
Strathdon  man,  has  supped  his  luxurious  bicker  of  por- 
ridge every  morning,  while  men  not  born  to  the  miuiaer 
of  porridge  gave  themselves  internal  uneasiness  by  esting 
the  stuff  which  bears  tlie  conventional  name  of  bread. 
Sharing  the  origin  of  Dr.  Gordon,  I  shared  with  him  his 
bicker  of  porridge,  and,  when  I  had  scraped  tbe  dish, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  man  who  cannot  sup 
porridge  deserves  to  starve.  Tet  another  national  dainty 
was  Unthank  equal  to — a  tumbler  of  such  Scotch  whiskey- 
toddy  as  I  had  not  tasted  for  months. 

I  had  intended  to  promenade  Paris  all  night,  to  make  the 
most  of  the  time  necessarily  limited.  But  by  ten  o'clock 
the  promenade  became  a  solitary  one.  By  nine  tbe  dim 
lights  were  put  out  in  the  liiosks,  and  were  waning  in 
the  street-lamps.  By  half-past  the  cafes  were  putting 
up  their  shutters,  the  red-striped  waiters  looking 
curiously  nondescript,  By  ten  the  world  of  Paris  was 
left  to  darkness  and  to  me ;  and  so  I  went  to  bed.  The 
morning  was  wet.  Would  Paris  collapse  if  her  streets 
were  not  cleaned  P  There  were  the  scavengers  at  work 
in  this  crisis  just  as  if  the  Empire  was  still  to  the  fore, 
and  as  if  its  name  was  peace;  and  the  shops  open  in 
the  Bue  St.  Ilonore,  aiid  ladies  tripping  about,  and  cabs 
plying,  and  beggars  cadging,  and  everything  as  like  peace 
time  as  could  well  be  imagined,  except  that  everyt 
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was  in  uniform,  that  you  aaw  no  food  for  mIc,  and  did  aee 
crowds  of  women  waiting  outside  the  baiera'  and  the 
butchers'. 

I  was  inside  Paris,  but  how  was  I  to  get  out  ?  It  was 
clear  I  waa  no  use  there— quite  de  trop,  in  iact.  People 
who  ought  to  know  shook  their  heads.  I  must  first  get 
tny  passport  viiid  at  the  Embassy.  Then  I  must  go  to 
the  Prefecture  of  Police  and  get  a  permit,  which  would 
probably  be  refused  ;  and  then  there  was,  after  all,  the 
Prussian  lines  to  pass.  I  thought  it  wise  to  have  the 
passport  E^uei/,  in  case  of  accidents.  Who  could  vu0  it  ? 
Oh.  Mr.  Blount,  the  banker,  had  just  been  appointed 
British  Consul.  To  Mr.  Blount's  I  went.  Arespectabla 
man  told  me  that  was  the  wrong  shop  ;  I  roust  go  to  the 
Embassy  and  get  my  business  done  there.  To  the  Em- 
bassy I  went  accordingly.  A  porter,  mopping  the  stairs, 
was  the  sole  representative  risible  of  Iler  Britannic 
Majesty.  He  sent  me  into  a  room,  and  presently  a  little 
man  in  slippers  arrived,  who  told  me  he  had  been  sum- 
moned from  some  cleaning  operations  upstairs,  and  waa 
in  a  muddle.  Inside  his  velveteen  coat  waa  conceatrated 
the  representation  of  ambassador,  attache,  consul,  and 
the  British  flag  generally,  including  the  lion  and  the 
unicorn.  AVitb  much  mental  perturbation,  arising  from 
thick  ink  and  a  defective  acquaintance  with  the  art  of 
penmanship,  he  succeeded  in  achieving  my  skeleton  cre- 
dentials, and  then  said  I  must  go  to  Mr.  Bbuut  and  get 
his  signature  attached.  Bather  a  scrappy  way  of  getting 
accredited  as  a  free-born  British  Christian,  1  considered, 
especially  when  I  thought  of  the  big  house  and  the 
bigger  item  in  the  estimates.  However,  I  went  to 
Mr.  Blount,  who  was  remarkably  civil  for  a  consul,  and 
owned,  with  ingenuous  candour,  to  an  utter  ignorance  of 
his  new  duties.     He  knew  eoOLigb,  however,  to  attach 
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bis  name  in  the  vidnity  of  the  impodng  Btsinp,  uid  then 
advised  me  to  go  to  the  FHfectnre. 

I  had  bad  enough  of  gyrating  among  ofKciiliam,  and 
det«rmined  to  chance  it.  Trotting  down  tiie  Bue  Biroli 
I  met  Dr.  Cormac,  who,  aa  head  of  the  English  ambnUnee, 
supported  by  Mr.  Wallace,  baa  been  doing  ycrj  good 
work.  On  my  right  the  gardens  of  the  Tnileries  were 
utterly  deaecnted,  ploughed  up  with  innumerable  faoof- 
prints  of  cattle,  scored  with  tracks  of  proiision  waggoni. 
"Wooden  barracks  have  been  built  where  dainty  flowerpota 
once  were.  The  Flace  du  Tr6ne  bae  its  eastent  end 
blocked  by  a  gigantic  barricade,  erected,  I  suppose,  ptmr 
patter  U  tempt;  for  it  is  impossible  that  it  could  beif 
any  use  for  defensive  purposes.  Once  outside  this,  tite 
Vincennes  gate  stood  before  roe.  I  pulled  up  into  a 
walk,  and  tried  to  look  aa  if  I  were  doing  the  most  ordi- 
nary thing  in  the  world.  There  was  a  cordon  of  soldien 
across  the  narrow  passage  just  inside  the  gate.  One 
made  a  half  motion  for  me  to  halt.  I  began  to  whistle 
and  looked  the  other  way.  He  foraook  bis  purpose. 
In  another  minute  I  was  in  the  broad  road  outride 
the  Yiocennes  gate,  and  was  in  full  trot  through  the 
suburb.  Presently  I  came  to  a  fort  0:1  my  right,  the 
only  fort  still  occupied  by  the  French — a  concern  of 
barracks,  stone  walls,  and  slated  rooia,  utterly  useless  as  a 
defence.  The  trees  of  the  wood  of  Vincennes  have  auffered 
terribly.  A  little  beyond  the  fort  I  came  to  the  forepoat 
line  of  the  Wiirtembergera,  and  chancing  to  meet  an  officer 
I  knew,  rode  through  without  so  much  as  being  challenged. 

Except  her  forts,  ber  garrison,  and  ber  enceinte,  it  is  curious 
to  notice  bow  roucb  of  an  open  town  Paris  has  been 
all  through  the  siege.  The  forepost  defence  line  of  the 
French  is  hardly  worth  talking  of  as  an  obstruction. 
Here  and  there,  it  is  true,  it  is  formidable.    Around  the 
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CliSteau  of  Villa n ten euae.  for  iDstance,  there  ia  n  series 
of  works  which  are  of  a  regular  fortress  character,  and 
of  a  construction  which  is  creditable  to  those  who  made 
them ;  hut  there  they  stand  all  alone,  unsupported,  as 
French  soldiers  as  well  as  French  works  have  been  so 
often  during  this  war.  So  the  German  patrols  were  wont 
quietly  to  walk  round  these  Tillanteneuse  works  and  do 
their  business  on  the  farther  side,  utterly  negativing  them. 
Non- continuity  is  tbe  striking  feature  everywhere  of  the 
French  line  of  defences.  Fort  Nogent,  close  on  the 
right  of  which  I  passed  in  my  ride  to-day,  has  not  to  all 
appearance  suffered  bo  much  as  the  St,  Denis  forts  ;  but 
I  had  not  time  to  enter  it  and  make  a  minute  inspection. 

Hespecting  the  supply  of  food,  the  Special  Correspon- 
dent at  the  bead-quarters  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Prussia 
wrote,  on  the  2nd  of  February,  from  Versailles ; — 
Some  anxiety  is  felt  here  in  regard  to  the  prorisioning  of 
Paris.  The  capitulation  was  only  just  in  time,  for  it  is 
found  that  there  was  less  food  by  several  days'  supply 
than  the  French  authorities  supposed.  They  bad  imagined 
they  would  leave  off  with  a  safe  margin  of  bread  at  any 
rate  between  the  people  and  starvation ;  but  it  now 
appears  tliat  even  bread  may  give  out  before  the  end  of 
this  week.  The  Emperor  thinks  the  ease  so  serious  as 
to  warrant  sending  in  six  miilion  rations  from  the 
German  stores  from  Lagny,  and  relaiing  the  rule  about 
the  purchase  of  provisions  at  a  distance  by  tbe  French 
in  one  of  the  articles  of  the  Convention.  Thus,  instead 
of  being  debarred  from  purchase  in  all  the  territories 
occupied  by  the  Gennan  troops,  the  French  Government 
will  he  able  to  enter  several  markets  not  far  removed 
from  the  circle  of  the  siege  operations.  I  believe  Corbeil 
will  be  one  of  tbe  points  to  which  I  allude.  There  arc 
great  flour  mills  there  which  will  be  most  useful  at  this 
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crisis.  What  with  the  rations  sent  in  by  the  Emperor 
and  the  modification  of  the  Convention,  and  the  opening 
of  the  railway  lines  to  the  south,  north,  and  west,  we 
may  hope  that  soon  Paris  will  be  out  of  danger ;  bat 
the  fact  that  such  danger  exists,  that  the  FarisianB  have 
so  early  eaten  their  last  crust,  explains  the  yielding  up 
of  the  forts  so  long  before  they  were  made  untenable. 
Stray  supplies  here  and  there  in  the  city,  barrels  of  aalt 
meat  in  one  fort,  cases  of  sardines  and  bags  of  biaeoit 
in  another,  could  not  prevent  the  city,  as  a  whole,  firom 
being  starved  into  surrender.  The  line  of  demarcation 
has  been  quietly  drawn  round  Paris,  and  a  chain  of 
German  sentries  watch  the  Parisians  from  five  hundred 
yards  outside  th e  enceinte.  The  French,  on  their  side,  keep 
guard  at  the  city  gates.  Nothing  like  free  intercourse  is 
established  yet  between  Paris  and  the  suburbs.  It  is 
underfltood  to  be  rather  the  wish  of  Jules  Favre  than  of 
M.  Bismarck  that  this  blockade  should  be  maintained. 
Jules  Favre  is  probably  anxious  to  keep  away  outaide 
influence  until  afler  the  elections  on  Sunday  next ;  and 
the  German  authorities  are  very  careful  about  granting 
passes  to  enter  the  city,  which  may  seem  like  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  French  right  to  keep  out  strangers  during 

'  the  armistice.  Nevertheless,  scores  of  people  run  the 
blockade  both  ways.  The  foreign  residents  who  could 
find  a  carriage  to  take  them  and  get  permit  from  the 
French,  have  had  no  great  difficulty  in  passing  the 
German  lines;  whilst  Frenchmen  and  foreigners  have 
disappeared  from  sight  bound  citywards,  and  by  hook  or 
crook  have  got  through  the  gates.  Those  who  have  just 
come  out  say  that  the  sufierings,  privations,  and  dia- 
couragement  are  very  great.  All  the  excited  feeling  of 
the  recent  struggle  has  died  away  into  bitter  regret  that 
things  could  not  have  been  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
men  in  power.    There  is  more  danger  from  fiimine  than 
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from  the  mob.  and  those  who  know  Paris  well  think  the 
electioQs  will  pass  off  quietly.  Tlie  people  will  have 
leisure  to  reflect  calmly  on  the  state  of  nffuirs,  while  the 
French  autliorities  collect  their  cannon,  arras,  colours, 
&a.,  to  hand  over  to  the  Germans.  There  will  remain  a 
force  of  twelre  thousand  regularB,  and  between  three  and 
four  thousand  douaniers,  O-ardes  R^publicaines,  £c.,  to 
preserve  order  in  the  capita!.  The  aoldiers  and  soilora  of 
the  garrison  will  slide  gradually  iato  the  condition  of 
prisoners  of  war,  and  be  ready,  should  France  decide  on 
further  resistance,  to  start  for  the  German  fortresses. 
I  find  that  the  G-ermnns  still  thiiik  thai  whatever  happens 
they  are  to  march  through  Paris.  In  the  event  of  the 
renewal  of  war  they  naturally  willtake  possession  of  the 
city,  and  do  ns  they  please  about  marching  through  ;  but 
in  the  event  of  peace  this  wish  of  theirs  will  raise  a, 
delicate  point  for  negotiators. 

Feb.  3. — The  strictness  of  tlio  blockade  has  been  gradually 
reJaied,  and  men  have  walked  freely  along  roada 
where  rifles  were  pointed  at  them  a  few  days  ago 
with  the  sharp  command  lo  "halt."  A  French  peasant 
can  now  trudge  unhindered  from  Versailles  or  St.  Germain 
to  the  villages  round  Hont  Vnlerien ;  he  can  reach  the 
bridge  of  Neuilly  and  stare  at  the  crowd  of  hungry 
Parisians  who  are  scrambling  for  Prussian  or  provincial 
loaves.  The  peasant,  that  most  unmilitary  and  blockaded 
nf  men,  stopped  at  every  turn  and  snubbed  on  every 
occasion,  can  now  circulate  freely  round  Paris,  except  in 
the  forts  and  batteries,  with  just  two  lines  of  armed 
men  to  pass  to  make  him  as  free  as  in  time  of  peace- 
He  must  get  through  the  line  of  Prussian  sentries  ou 
one  side  of  the  demarcation,  and  through  the  guard 
which  is  kept  by  the  French  on  the  other  side,  and  then 
all  Paris  lies  before  him.  The  peasant  with  butler  or 
vegetables,  bread  or  poultry,  will  be  welcome  among  the 
TOL.  u.  C  C 
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hungry  citizens  if  he  can  only  get  throngb;  and  if  he. 
cannot  get  through  at  the  bridge  of  Neuilly,  he  will, 
nevertheless,  find  means  to  sell  his  store  at  an  ample 
profit. 

The  abandoned  villages  are  waking  up  to  life,  and  the 
ruined  villages  are  visited  by  hundreds  of  carious  in- 
quirers, who  seek  to  ascertain  whether  this  or  that 
building  has  been  destroyed.  Sometimes  they  aearch 
more  eagerly  and  sadly.  The  house  has  been  their  own, 
and  they  long  to  know  how  much  of  it  remains.  Some- 
times they  are  only  interested  as  far  as  concerns  ,ifae 
property  of  P^re  Bonhomme,  or  La  Veuve  Lebrun. 
'<Ah,  ha!  voici  done!  What  will  the  old  man  say 
when  he  sees  it?'^  I  have  heard  them  cry  before  a 
heap  of  blackened  ruins  which  had  been  identified  as 
some  neighbour's  house.  Or  one  may  notice  little  groups 
of  women  who  shed  tears  over  their  burnt  habitations. 
The  men  are  more  self-contained,  but  have  ,a  sullen^ 
despondent  look  in  many  cases,  as  though  they  foresaw 
that  they  should  have  to  begin  the  world  again.  It  is 
due  to  the  French  people  to  record  that  their  tone 
aud  bearing  through  these  trying  scenes  are,  on  the 
whole,  consistent  and  dignified.  France  has  ''  taken  her 
punisiiment  like  a  glutton,*'  as  pugilists  say;  and  if  her 
efforts  to  win  have  been  abortive,  she  has  at  least  the 
merit  of  having  suffered  willingly  and  persistently  in 
what  she  esteemed  a  sacred  cause.  I  have  not  heard  a 
quarter  so  much  lamentation  over  the  war  among  the 
principal  sufferers  themselves  as  may  be  read  in  half  a 
dozen  periodicals  among  their  neutral  neighbours  across 
the  Channel.  The  French  seem  to  be  irrepreasibly 
cheerful  and  hopeful  about  their  country;  insomudb 
that,  unless  I  greatly  misjudge  them,  they  will  make 
her  again  a  first-class  Power.  After  the  bitter  disap- 
pointment of  hearing  that  Paris  had  capitulated,  the 
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people  in  Veraaillea  took  two  or  three  days  to  mlly. 
Their  wbole  castle  in  the  air  had  vanialied.  For  a 
moment  they  were  stunned  by  the  news ;  but  then 
came  their  more  cheerful  mood.  They  shrugged  their 
shoulder?,  admitted  that  it  was  a  bad  job  about  Paris, 
and  began  to  believe  in  France  again.  So  with  the 
Parisians  who  have  struggled  out  through  the  line  of 
investment,  and  wlio  may  be  seen  on  all  the  ronde 
leading  into  the  country.  Mopt  of  them  have  apecimens 
of  the  wretched  bread  which  they  have  lately  been 
eating,  atid  "a  la  guerre  comme  a  la  guerre"  ia  the 
sentiment  of  the  hour.  "Monsieur,''  said  one  man 
to  us  yesterday,  "  obfierre  this  piece  of  bread,  I  pray 
vou ;  it  wad  my  ration  for  a  whole  day ;  but  that  waa 
nothing.  If  we  liad  only  hod  enough  of  even  such 
ignoble  food,  wo  would  hare  bept  the  Germana  wait- 
ing-" 

I  rode  along  the  left  hank  of  the  Seine  from  Sevres  to 
the  Pont  de  Keuilly  yesterday  nftemoon,  and  watched 
the  amusing  spectjicle  of  the  traffic  between  the  oppoaite 
shores.  The  bridge  of  Sevrea  has  been  partially  de- 
stroyed, so  that  at  this  point  every  one  wlahing  to  cross 
the  river  must  take  boat  and  be  ferried  over.  There  was 
a  German  crowd  on  one  aide,  in  uniforms,  staring  at  the 
French,  and  n  French  crowd  on  the  other  siiie,  in  plain 
clothes,  staring  at  the  Germans  ;  aod  the  boats  passing 
to  and  fro  between  them.  We  could  see  that  those  who 
got  to  the  French  side  had  quite  aa  much  trouble  with 
the  Buthoritiea  there  aa  those  who  steered  towarda  ua 
had  with  the  German  officera  on  the  landing-place ;  but 
the  impression  which  I  derived  from  watching  what 
occurred  was  that  the  majority  of  the  enterprising  souls 
in  the  hoats  made  good  their  story,  and  scrambled  through 
with  more  or  less  ptiahing  about  and  shouting  at.  The 
Fpectatora  evidently  enjoyed  to  Bee  a  man  well  bullied,  in 
C  C  2 
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the  way  in  which  those  whose  feelings  have  been  wrooght 
up  to  a  high  pitcli  of  excitement  laugh  wildlj  at  small 
jokes  when  the  time  of  danger  has  passed.  The  Germans 
are  of  course  in  high  good  humour  at  their  succesSy  and 
the  French  are  relieved  to  find  the  struggle  at  an  end. 
Deeply  as  many  of  them  mourn  their  defeat,  much  at 
they  will  all  suffer  in  making  good  the  losses  of  the  war, 
they  have  relief  from  the  fearful  strain  and  anxiety  of 
their  long  defence.  I  saw  hundreds  of  them  on  the 
river  side  strolling  vaguely  ahout  to  see  what  could  be 
seen,  or  fishing  with  rod  and  line,  in  the  hope  of  adding 
to  their  scanty  store.  The  left  hank  of  the  Seine  is 
fitrongly  guarded  by  Prussian  sentries,  who  are  dotted 
thickly  along  the  whole  distance  from  Sevres  to  the 
Pont  de  Neuilly,  and  blockade-runners  are  sternly 
checked  in  their  endeavours  to  effect  a  landing  on  the 
hither  side.  I  saw  one  boat,  rowed  by  a  couple  of 
women  and  steered  by  an  old  man,  come  out  across  the 
stream  to  a  convenient  point  near  St.  Cloud,  and  laud  a 
passenger  under  the  very  eyes  of  two  Prussian  officers. 
Up  bustled  the  sentries  from  right  and  left.  "What 
do  you  want  ?  You  can*t  come  through ;  you  must  go 
back,"  were  the  greetings  with  which  the  stranger  was 
received.  He  bowed,  and  protested.  Two  officers  inter- 
vened, and  the  stranger  proceeded  to  lay  before  them 
documentary  evidence  that  his  story,  whatever  it  may 
have  been,  was  true.  I  paused  a  little  while  to  see  how 
the  matter  would  end,  and  am  convinced,  from  the  long 
delay  which  followed  the  first  questionings,  that  the 
stranger  made  a  good  fight  of  it.  He  had  papers 
enough  with  him  to  have  passed  half  a  dozen  refugee?, 
and  as  the  boat  presently  glided  back  without  him,  we 
may  assume  that  he  got  through. 

The  hungry  people  on  the  bridge  at  Neuilly  afforded  a 
sight  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.     Here  were  the  soldiers 
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keepiDg  guan!,  and  other  soldiers  off  duty  storing  at 
the  crowd,  and  there  were  llie  citizens  clamouring  for 
bread.  The  Prusaian  end  of  the  bridge  was  held  by 
Lnndwehr  of  the  Guard,  who  stood  up  tall  and  strong 
before  their  foes,  n  fine  specimen  of  the  conquerora  for 
the  Parisians  to  begui  by  seeing.  Carts  nud  waggoaa, 
trucki>,  omnibuseB — all  kinds  of  t eliicles  which  could  be 
called  into  service  were  OBsembled  nt  the  Prussian  end  of 
the  bridge  to  bring  passengers  or  proviatons  to  the  boun- 
dary line.  Some  drivers  were  auiious  to  cross  ;  othere 
were  content  to  discharge  their  cargo  and  return  without 
entering  Paris.  Bread  was  the  article  most  in  demand. 
Bread  would  fetch  a  good  price,  and  could  not  be  quickly 
enough  aupplied.  The  French  crowd  was  neatly  dressed — 
neatly,  at  least,  for  such  a  crowtl  in  ony  country  \  and  its 
avidity  for  food  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  respect- 
able  appearance,  Young  women  with  clean  white  caps 
and  pleasant  rosy  faces  were  leaning  over  the  barrier, 
basket  iu  hand,  to  beg  the  Landwebniien  to  fetch  them 
some  bread — "  Would  Monsiour  be  so  obliging  ?  Les 
militaires  were  alwajs  so  polite.  Ah!  tf:ank  you;  two 
lonves,  three  if  possible;  as  much  tiA  the  money  will 
buy."  So  went  the  stream  of  talk,  with  plenty  of  rough 
jokes  from  the  Prussians,  with  lioarse  words  of  command 
as  over-active  citizens  were  forced  back  into  line,  and 
with  shrill  cries  about  nothing  in  particular  from  urchins 
in  the  crowd.  Then  a  carriage  came  slowly  out,  passed  the 
barrier,  wound  its  way  throngb  the  other  carriages  that 
were  waiting,  aud  trotted  off  into  the  outer  world.  "  Ah  !  " 
said  the  Prussians,  "yet  more  horses  in  the  city !  See  what 
meat  they  had  still  in  reserve."  Or,  it  might  be  that  acar- 
riage  went  through  the  other«  ay,  cleared  the  Prussian  line 
after  a  short  discussion,  and  entered  the  crowd  of  French- 
men which  surged  to  and  fro  upon  the  bridge.  We  could 

,    bee  it  pass  on  up  the  wide  avenue  towards  the  Arc  de 
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Triomphe,  attractiug  less  and  less  attention  until  ife  was  left 
to  make  its  way  unheeded  to  the  Octroi  barrier.  The  crowd 
would  close  up  agaiu  and  clamour  again  for  bread.  It 
was  a  sccuo  wbicli  reversed  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
for  here  the  would-be  purchasers,  and  not  the  would*be 
sellers,  were  shouting  aloud.  At  one  moment  the  Prus- 
sians made  an  attempt  to  clear  the  bridge  in  a  friendly 
way  ;  but  the  squad  of  men  sent  forward  for  the  purpose 
were  so  mercilessly  "chaffed"  and  bantered  by  the  people, 
that  they  effected  little  beyond  a  slight  dispersion  of  the 
crowd  as  they  moved  along.  After  much  that  we  had 
heard  of  the  fierceness  of  the  Parisians,  and  much  that 
the  Parisians  had  doubtless  heard  of  the  brutality  of  the 
invaders,  it  was  worth  while  to  notice  the  easy  terms  of 
intercourse  which  had  been  established  at  Neuilly  be- 
tween the  embittered  foes  of  the  last  four  months.  The 
Parisians  were  sensibly  accepting  their  defeat,  and 
making  i  the  best  of  it.  The  invaders  were  conducting 
themselves  with  the  average  good  nature  of  soldiers  on 
guard  over  friends  instead  of  foes. 

It  seemed  but  a  step  from  the  end  of  the  bridge  to  the  Arc 
do  Triomphe,  which  towered  up  grandly  at  the  end  of  the 
Avenue,  and  when  I  went  back  as  far  as  the  monument  at 
Courbevoie,  and  looked  across  tho  Seine  towards  the  city, 
the  busy  crowd  could  be  distinctly  seen  going  and  com- 
ing between  the  barriers  and  the  bridge.  Stray  pedes- 
trians were  making  their  way  down  to  N'anterre,  with 
the  inevitable  satchel  and  gaiters  of  besieged  Paris,  and 
with  the  air  of  having  belonged  to  an  ambulance,  but 
taken  off  tho  "brassard.'*  Family  parties  in  carts  were 
also  upon  the  road,  bound  to  different  villages  within 
range  of  Mont  Valerien,  and  the  wayside  vendors  of 
bread  and  cognac  were  driving  a  busy  trade  with  their 
small  stock.  The  new  comers  would  hold  up  their  black 
bread  contemptuously  beside  the  fine  white  loaves  of  the 
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wayside  mcrchnnts.  "Aba!  moQ  brave,  voila  ce  que 
c'eat  I't  Paris."  The  black  bread  waa  compared  with  the 
white,  and  the  oew  comere  would  stop  to  buy  a  slice  and 
eat  it  up  voraciously.  Again,  I  must  notice  tlie  unusual 
eRect  of  seeing  well-dreased  people  hankering  for  such 
simple  fare,  Mont  Valerien  is  hidden  from  sight  by  the 
shoulder  of  the  hill  above  Heuil,  and  here  the  "  Mill  Bat- 
tery" came  usefully  into  play,  to  secure  the  French 
position  on  that  side.  I  could  eee  scores  of  Germans 
cxploiing  the  battery  as  I  rode  dowu  the  village  street, 
auU  had  a  moment's  view  of  a  parade  of  German  troops 
in  the  barrack-yard  of  Heuil.  One  end  of  this  place  had 
been  held  by  the  besieged,  the  other  by  the  besiegerB,  bo 
that  the  Loueeit  were  somewhat  knocked  about;  bub 
tbere  was  lees  deatruction  in  Beuil  than  in  Bougival,  a 
mile  and  a  half  farther  on,  where  many  French  ebells 
had  fallen.  Bougival  had  been  cleared  of  its  inbabitanta 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  eiege,  so  that  there  was  a 
complete  re-awakening  for  the  village  when  once  the 
blockade  was  removed.  I  noticed  several  well-dressed 
people  wandering  about  from  one  burnt  house  to  another, 
and  gathered  that  they  knew  the  owners  by  name  at 
least;  for  itere,  as  at  Sevres  and  St.  Cloud,  they  were 
speaking  of  such  and  such  persons,  who  bad  lost  every- 
thing;  who  bad  been  lucky  and  only  lost  part  of  their 
goods  [  or  who  really  had  nothing  to  complain  of,  for 
they  would  be  all  right  again  when  the  rooms  were 
washed  and  the  windows  mended.  The  poorer  inhabi- 
tants of  Bougival  were  already  back  in  full  force,  scraping 
together  heaps  of  rags  and  rubbiab,  and  clearing  the 
scene,  as  it  appeared,  for  future  repairs.  I  saw  one  man 
who  had  stuffed  an  old  mattrees  into  a  hole  in  the  wall 
where  a  shell  bad  entered,  thrust  hia  jacket  into  a  broken 
window  to  keep  out  the  draught  on  that  side ;  and  he 
was  actually  whistling  ns  he  sat  in  the  doorway  mending 


392  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  f 


a  broken  chair.  A  little  way  farther  there  were  two 
womeD,  mother  and  daughter,  who  complained  that  the 
Bcrap  of  furniture  left  in  their  abode  had  been  changed 
during  the  siege  for  some  one  else'd  chairs  and  taUe. 
**  But,"  said  they,  "  it  does  not  much  matter,  for  when 
the  people  come  back  to  whom  these  things  belong,  thcj 
will  perhaps  find  our  furniture  iu  their  house,  and  th^ 
we  can  exchange  with  them."  They  were  not  much  de- 
pressed by  the  confusion  which  prevailed,  and  smiled  at 
the  odd  way  in  which  ces  Messieurs  lea  Prussiens  had 
mixed  everything  up. 

From  Paris  itself  the  Special  Correspondent  wrote,  on 
the  4th  of  February : — 

I  was  awoke  this  morning  at  four  o'clock  by  beat  of  drum. 
Again  and  again  the  drum  went  round,  disturbing  my 
innocent  slumbers.  Some  provisions  had  come  into 
Paris — not  much,  but  enough  to  create  a  scramble  in  the 
market,  which  was  besieged  by  early  buyers  from  two 
o'clock  in  the  morniug.  About  three  o'clock — that  is, 
of  course,  long  before  the  markets  at  this  season  of  the 
year  are  open  to  purchasers — the  authorities  became 
anxious ;  and  at  four  o'clock  the  drum  went  round  to 
collect  the  National  Guards,  whose  business  it  is  to  pre- 
serve order.  Long  before  day-dawn  great  crowds  were 
assembled  to  contend  for  butter  and  eggs,  carrots  and 
onions,  whitings  and  soles.  The  sale  at  daybreak  went 
off  briskly  but  peaceably,  and  the  Parisians  were  in  many 
quarters  to-day  able  to  add  a  few  luxuries  to  their  repast 
— an  egg  or  a  pat  of  butter. 

I  went  to  take  breakfast  at  the  Cafe  Voisin.  The  head- 
waiter  came  up  to  me  to  announce  a  State  secret.  It  is 
a  secret  which  he  announces  to  everybody ;  but  ho  has 
such  a  style  about  him  that  you  fancy  for  a  moment  that 
you  are  particularly  favoured.    Also  he  gives  such  an  air 
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r  importance  to  bia  communicatiou — Lia  eyes  sparkling 
witli  pleasure,  and  enlarging  -with  tho  grandeur  of  bis 
inibrmation — tbat  you  are  quite  certain  tbat  tlio  deatiniee 
of  the  day  are  in  bia  hands.  He  is  the  most  iuvaluablo 
of  bead-naitera  in  this  way.  You  go  into  the  Cafe  Voisia 
08  a  matter  of  business,  meauiug  to  get  through  a  meal 
which  has,  perhaps,  no  great  attractions  for  you,  but 
which  nevertheless  must  be  eaten.  Perhaps  you  are  pre- 
occupied with  important  news,  political  or  military.  The 
Lead-waiter — his  eyes  teai'ful  with  appetite — recalls  jou 
to  fact,  and  makes  you  believe  (till  you  begin  to  eat  it) 
tbat  the  real  event  of  the  day  ia  roost  ass  or  stewed  cow. 
He  came  to  me  this  morning,  his  face  beaming  with 
intelligence  of  the  infinite.  Itefore  be  could  speak  he 
chuckled,  as  if  be  bad  a  miracle  on  bia  mind — sometbing 
not  to  be  believed — whieli  the  sceptic  before  him  would 
laugh  to  scorn.  The  inBnite,  the  incredible,  the  almost 
unspeakable,  which  made  this  supreme  naiter  hesitate 
with  emotion,  was — a  fried  whiting.  As  if  his  feelings 
were  too  much  for  bim,  and  he  could  not  stand  the  jesting 
which  be  anticipated  at  the  mere  mention  of  fresli  fish, 
he  pointed  with  triumph,  before  he  could  receive  an 
answer,  to  the  sideboard  in  the  centre  of  the  room.  There 
were  ranged  three  large  silver  treys.  On  one  were  rows 
of  raw  whitings  ready  to  bo  cooked ;  ou  anotber,  rows 
of  smoked  herrings;  ou  the  third,  a  collection  of  soles 
and  turbot.  I  asked  for  the  prices.  A  small  sole  would 
be  ten  francs  ;  a  wbittng  would  he  two  francs;  a  herring 
would  be  a  fraue  and  a  half.  Tho  convoys  ot'  provisions 
which  have  arrived  have  as  yet  been  very  scanty — enough 
to  add  a  few  luxuries  to  the  tables  of  the  ricli,  but  not  to 
touch  the  necessities  of  the  pour.  It  is  said  tliat  in  one 
of  the  districts  of  Paris  this  week  the  ration  for  a  family 
of  three  persons  was  three  herrings  for  tliree  days  ;  and 
tbat  in  another  district  there  was  nothing  to  distribute 


394  WAR  C0RRE8P0NDENCB.  f 


at  the  butcher's  shop  but  vinegar  and  oil*  The  peopk^ 
however,  are  full  of  expectation  of  good  things  to  com^ 
and  I  think  that  manv  mouths  are  watering  for  the  good 
things  which  are  to  come  from  England.  Whenever  I 
meet  a  Prenchman  I  have  to  give  him  an  immenae 
amount  of  small  talk  as  to  the  nature  of  "  Yorek"  hama^ 
and  as  to  the  characteristics  of  oheeses  from  Stilton, 
Cheshire,  and  Gloucester.  A  Frenchman  gets  quits 
excited  just  now  if  jou  talk  to  him  about  ham  or  cheese. 
If  there  be  any  truth  in  that  old  doctrine  of  the  trans- 
migration of  souls,  I  fancy  tho  Frenchman  will  tom 
mouse,  he  is  so  fond  of  cheese.  But  how  can  I  answer 
all  his  inquiries  ?  "  What  is  double  Gloucester  ?**  he 
asks,  with  pleasing  hopes ;  "  why  double  ?"  He  is  dread- 
fully disappointed  when  I  tell  him  I  do  not  know.  Hy 
ignorance  on  the  subject  is  a  proof  to  him  of  the  un- 
reasoning nature  of  the  English  mind.  These  English 
eat  double  Gloucester,  and  they  never  inquire  how  and 
why  it  is  double.  "  There  never  was  a  people  so  illo- 
gical," thinks  the  Frenchman.  *'  They  were  all  against 
us  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  now  they  are  all  in 
our  favour,  sending  us  these  provisions.  Of  course  they 
have  a  reason  for  it.  They  want  our  help  in  that  Black 
Sea  business.  But  what  fools  they  were  not  to  foresee 
that  they  would  want  our  help  as  against  Bussia ;  and 
what  seliish  fools  they  are  to  care  for  us  only  so  long  as 
we  can  be  of  immediate  use  to  them.  Well,  we  will 
thank  them  for  their  victuals,  which  we  will  eat  with  a 
will.  No  doubt  the  coming  hams  and  cheeses  are  g^od* 
But  spite  of  ham,  and  spite  of  cheese,  the  English  and 
French  alliance  is  at  an  end.'* 

It  is  not  merely  the  ignorant  Frenchman  of  the  streets  and 
boulevards  who  declares  the  English  and  French  alliance 
at  an  end.  Even  educated  men  who  lean  to  English 
views — such  as  M.  John  Lemoine — say  the  same  thing  5 
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aud  it  is  doubtful  if  aaj  amount  of  comestibles  sent  over 
from  Euglaud  now  irill  change  the  opiaion.  For,  iu 
truth,  if  you  will  read  the  article  in  the  Offieiel  of  this 
morning,  you  will  see  that  the  Government  Beem  to  regard 
the  proviaioiis  coming  from  England  almost  as  a  right — 
only  a  fair  returs  for  all  tlie  hospitality  exercised  in  Parts. 
Tlie  Parisians,  it  must  be  obaerTod,  have  a  very  lively 
sense  of  their  own  liospitality.  They  are  always  talking 
of  Paris  aa  the  most  hospitable  of  cities,  for  no  other 
reason  that  I  know  of  eicept  that  it  has  the  most;  hotels 
and  the  moat  tempting  reataurauta.  The  truth  is,  that 
Palis  is  not  more  hospitable  tban  Loudon ;  and  neither 
London  nor  Paris  can  show  anjthing  like  the  hospitality 
which  one  will  find  iu  half-peopled  regions,  where  the 
inliabitauts,  be  they  savage  or  civilized,  are  only  loo  glad 
to  get  hold  of  a  stranger  for  company,  and  to  entertain 
him  for  days  and  weeks.  If  by  honpitalitj  is  to  be 
understood  simply  the  entertainment  of  strangers,  then 
it  must  be  admitted  that  Paria  'a  the  most  entertaining, 
therefore  the  most  hospitable,  city  in  the  world-  But 
the  dictionaries  generally  give  one  the  idea  that  hospi- 
tality means  more  than  this ;  that  it  implies  gratuitous 
cotertainment ;  and  most  of  us  who  have  been  in  Paris 
are  under  the  impression  that,  much  as  we  have  been 
entertaioed  in  the  famous  city,  we  have  had  to  pay  pretty 
well  for  our  entertainment.  It  seems,  therefore,  that 
the  Parisians  might  welcome  the  kindly  olferinge  of 
London  as  a  free  gift  in  token  of  good  will,  and  need  not 
be  Eo  forward  to  set  them  off  agaiust  t!ie  hospitalities  of 
Paria,  which  are  always  paid  for  in  ready  money  upon  the 
spot.  The  fact  is,  that  Paris  is  irritable  Just  now,  and 
does  not  at  all  like  the  idea  of  being  in  any  way  indebted 
to  Eugland.  There  are  thouaanda  upon  thousands  of 
Frenehmen  who  imagine  that  the  Anglo-French  alliance 
has  been  a   one-sided    benefit  for    England,   and  that 


I 


J 


396  WAR  CORRESPONDENCE.  [cbip. 


especially  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  has  been  an  injury  to 
Prance  and  a  great  gain  to  perfidious  Albion.  The  result 
is,  that  the  Government  here  is  strongly  urged  to  abro- 
gate the  Treaty  of  Commerce ;  and  M.  Dorian,  who  has 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  Minister  of  Commerce  ia  the 
absence  of  ]SI.  Magnin,  has  even,  we  are  told,  proposed 
to  give  the  proper  notices  to  the  English  Government  by 
which  the  Treaty  may  be  annulled  at  the  end  of  a  year. 
AVhatever  be  the  real  opinion  of  the  French  Qovemment, 
I  believe  it  has  decided  not  to  adopt  the  viewa  of 
M.  Dorian. 

As  soon  as  the  terms  of  the  Armistice  Convention  be- 
came known,  the  first  question  asked  by  politicians  was, 
"  How  will  it  be  received  at  Bordeaux  ?"  The  answer  was 
not  long  delayed.  Tidings  of  the  capitulation  of  Paris 
reached  Bordeaux  from  England  before  M.  Jules  Favre's 
official  despatch  on  the  subject  could  reach  the  Delegate 
Government,  and  provoked  M.  Gambetta  to  publish  a  semi- 
official note  in  the  provinces,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  incre- 
dible that  the  Paris  Government  should  have  surrendered 
the  defences  of  Paris  without  consultation  with  Bordeaux. 
When  the  official  news  was  received,  M.  Gambetta  published 
a  proclamation,  in  which,  after  announcing  that  **  Paris  the 
impregnable,  forced  and  vanquished  by  famine,  had  suc- 
cumbed, but  that  the  city  remained  intact,  as  a  last  homage 
wrested  by  the  power  of  moral  grandeur  from  the  barbarians," 
he  added,  '*  but,  as  if  our  ill-fortune  had  resolved  to  crush 
us,  something  more  sinister  and  painful  than  the  fall  of 
Paris  has  come  upon  us.  Unknown  to  us,  without  informing 
us  and  without  consulting  us,  an  armistice  has  been  signed, 
of  which  we  have  but  too  late  learned  the  guilty  thought- 
lessness, which  surrenders  to  the  Prussian  troops  depart- 
ments occupied  by  our  soldiers,  and  imposes  upon  us  the 
obligation  to  remain  inactive  for  three  weeks,  in  order  to 
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convoke  a  National  Assembly  in  tho  ead  circumdtaiiccs  in 
whicli  our  eoiintry  fiuda  itself." 

Tliia  proclamatiou  vnafollawed  in  a  day  or  two  by  anotber 
scmi-olEdal  note  iu  tbe  Bordeaux  journals,  denounciog  the 
partial  cliuracter  of  tbe  armistice  aa  tbe  cause  of  tbe  ruiu 
of  General  Bourbalii'd  array,  wbich  waa  by  tbat  time  accom- 
plisbed.  M.  Gaubetla,  bowever,  accepted  tho  armistice,  aud 
with  it  the  obligation  to  convoke  a  National  Assembly,  but 
intendiug  to  make  of  eacb  a  meiiDs  of  prolonging  tbu  war. 
His  proclamation,  wbicb  ended  witb  the  summons  "To  arms  1 
Toarms!"  was  followed  by  a  decree,  in  which,  after  declaring 
it  to  be  "just  that  all  the  accomplices  of  tbe  rt'gime  which 
commenced  by  the  crime  of  the  2  ud  of  December,  to  termi- 
nate by  the  capitulation  of  Sedan,  should  be  struck  by  tbe 
Bame  political  downfall  as  tbe  accursed  dynasty,  of  wliicbthey 
were  the  guilty  instruments,"  made  ineligible  for  eiectioo 
to  tbe  Assembly  all  pereons  who,  from  the  2nd  of  December, 
1851,  until  the  4tb  of  September,  1S70,  bad  accepted  the 
fuuctions  of  Minister,  Senator,  Councillor  of  Stale,  or 
Fi'efect,  aud  all  who  had  accepted  official  candidatures. 

M.  Jules  Favre  sent  M.  Jules  Simon  to  Bordeaux  to 
bring  hts  impetuous  colleague  to  reason,  but  M.  Gambetta 
was  not  to  be  controlled.  A  decree  waa  therefore  issued  at 
Paris  expressly  annulling  that  promulgated  at  Bordeaui, 
and  restoring  freedom  of  election  ;  whereupon  M.  Gambetta 
resigned  his  functions,  dissolving  his  connection  with  a 
Governmeut  with  which,  aa  be  declared,  "  be  had  no  ideas 
or  hopes  in  common."  The  language  in  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  replied  to  M.  Gnmbetta's  reproaches 
waa  very  dignified.  "We  do  not  admit,"  they  said,  in 
their  decree,  "  that  arbitrary  restrictions  can  be  imposed 
upon  tbe  suffrage.  We  have  fought  against  tbe  Empire 
and  its  practices,  and  we  do  not  intend  to  revive  them  by 
instituting  a  system  of  official  candidates  by  means  of 
elimination.     Great  mistakes  may  have  been  committed, 
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and  beaTj  responsibilities  may  flow  therefrom;  nothing  can 
be  more  true,  but  tbe  misfortunes  of  the  coantrj  eflaee 
everything  by  its  extreme  need ;  and,  moreover,  by  lowering 
ourselves  to  the  condition  of  mere  party  actors  to  proscribe 
our  former  antagonists,  we  should  have  the  shame  and  the 
sorrow  of  wounding  those  who  have  fought  and  bled  by  our 
sides.  To  recall  the  memories  of  past  dissensions  at  a  time 
when  the  enemy  treads  our  blood-stained  soil  is  to  retard 
by  their  rancours  the  great  task,  of  the  deliverance  of  tbe 
country.  Wo  regard  principles  as  superior  to  expedients. 
We  do  not  wish  that  the  first  decree  of  convocation  of  the 
Bepublican  Assembly  in  1871  should  be  an  act  of  mistrust 
directed  against  the  electors.  To  them  belongs  the 
sovereignty;  let  them  exercise  it  without  weakness,  and 
the  country  may  be  saved." 

While  France  was  discussing  the  terms  of  the  armistice 
and  the  prospect  of  an  honourable  peace,  tbe  Army  of  the 
East,  of  which,  since  the  incapacity  of  General  Bourbaki, 
General  Clinchamp  had  taken  the  command,  was  suffering 
the  last  horrors  of  defeat.  Driven  like  a  flock  of  sheep  into  a 
mountainous  country,  where  even  well-found  and  well-disci- 
plined troops  would  have  needed  good  leading  for  their 
safety,  hemmed  in  upon  the  Swiss  frontier  without  hope  of 
escape,  pressed  closer  and  closer  by  a  relentless  enemy,  the 
army  lost  provision-waggons  by  the  hundred,  the  men  walk- 
ing they  hardly  knew  whither,  over  icy  roads  or  through  the 
deep  snow,  day  after  day.  About  15,000  were  made  prisoners, 
and  80,000  crossed  the  Swiss  frontier,  under  a  convention 
signed  by  General  Clinchamp  with  the  Federal  authorities. 
Most  of  these  unfortunate  men — surely  the  most  to  be  pitied 
of  any  of  the  victims  of  the  war — arrived  in  Switzerland  in 
a  state  which  defies  description.  Their  clothes  were  rent,  and 
dropping  off"  them ;  their  feet  and  hands  were  frostbitten.  A 
Correspondent  who  saw  them  reported  that**  in  all  the  shrunk 
features  and  crouching  gait  told  of  gnawing  hunger,  while 
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the  deep  cough  and  hoarse  voice  bore  witneesto  long  nighta 
speat  on  bdow  and  frozen  graund.  Some  Lad  tied  bits  of 
wood  under  their  bare  feet  to  protect  them  from  the  atones ; 
others  wore  wooden  sahoU;  hundreds  had  no  socks,  and, 
when  they  had,  they  were  merely  of  thiu  cotton ;  others, 
who  appeared  well  shod,  Would  show  a  eoleleaa  or  heelless 
boot — the  exposed  part  of  the  foot,  once  frozen,  being  now 
a  wound  crusted  with  dirt.  For  weeks  none  had  washed 
or  changed  their  clothes,  or  removed  their  boots.  Their 
bands  were  blacker  than  any  African's.  Some  bad  lost 
their  toes,  the  limbs  of  others  were  so  frozen  that  every 
movement  was  agony.  The  men  stated  that  for  three  days 
they  had  had  neither  food  nor  fodder  served  out  to 
them,  and  that  before  that  they  often  got  only  one  loaf 
between  eight  men."  One  corps,  tho  24th,  escaped,  and 
regained  Lyons ;  but,  with  this  exception,  such  was  tlie 
jnelaucholy  fate  of  the  army  led  by  the  bravo  and  brilliant 
Bourbaki.  It  was  ill- organized,  iH-formed,  and  eiecrably 
led ;  for  the  of&cers  of  the  General's  staff  proved  themselves 
ignorant  of  the  very  roads  of  theit  own  country,  and  con- 
tinually compromised  the  safety  of  tho  corps  by  their  mis- 
takes. Tet  such  as  it  was,  its  capabilities,  or  what  were 
deemed  such,  caused  for  the  first  fortnight  of  the  year  much 
real  aniiety  at  Versailles,  and  its  defeat  in  the  battles  of 
January  15,  16,  and  17  was  commemorated  by  the  Qernian 
Emperor  by  the  bestowal  of  pre-eminent  honours  and  re- 
wards upon  General  "Werder,  its  commander.  On  the  18th 
of  January  tho  Emperor  sent  the  Oak-leaf  for  tho  Order 
of  Merit,  which  General  Werder  had  already  received.  On 
the  20th  he  sent  150  Orders  of  the  Iron  Cross  for  dia- 
tribution  among  the  army,  and  the  following  telegram : — 

"  Versailles,  Jan.  20. 
"General    von  Werder, — Tour  heroic  three  days'  i-ic- 
torioua  defence  of  youi  position,  in  the  rear  of  a  besieged 
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"Sm  electione  that  were  to  malie  France  once  more  a 
seir- governing  nation  were  accomplished  witli  an  ease  and 
likciiitj-  very  reronrkable,  when  the  diaorganized  atnte  of  the 
'communications,  and  the  distractions  of  every  kind  by 
which  the  country  waa  rent,  are  conaiOered.  To  faeilitata 
the  result,  the  German  telegraph  oltices  throughout  France 
were  ordered  to  receive  and  despattli  the  telegrams  of  the 
French  authorities  relative  to  fhe  electoral  operations; 
ond  the  censorship  of  the  press,  which  the  German  autho- 
rities had  exercised  with  unsurpassed  rigour  in  the  occupied 
districts,  was  for  the  time  suspended. 

The  Emperor  Napoleon  issued  a  manifesto  from  Wil- 
helmshohe  on  the  Sth,  in  which  he  spoke  of  himself  na  one 
betrayed  by  fortune,  and  said  that,  although  he  had  pre- 
served, 80  long  as  the  armies  of  France  and  Germany  con- 
fronted one  another,  that  profound  silence  which  is  mis- 
fortune's mourning,  he  could  no  longer  be  silent  in  face  of 
the  disasters  of  his  country.  Qe  then  proceeded  to  "  demaud 
from  those  who  had  usurped  power  an  account  of  the 
blood  shed  without  necessity,  the  ruin  heaped  up  without 
reason,  the  resources  of  the  country  squandered  without 
control."  The  material  part  of  ihe  address,  which  was 
exceedingly  verbose,  appears  to  have  been  tlie  passnge  in 
which  the  Emperor  said,  —  "In  the  presence  of  the 
calamities  which  aBlict  us  there  is  no  room  for  pergonal 
ambition.    But  eg  long  aa  the  people,  regularly  assembled 
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in  its  comitia^  shall  not  Lave  manifested  its  will,  it  will  be 
my  duty  to  address  myself  to  the  nation  as  its  real  repre- 
sentative, and  to  tell  it  that  all  that  may  be  done  withont 
its  direct  participation  is  illegitimate.  There  is  but  one 
Government  which  has  issued  from  the  national  sovereignty, 
and  which,  rising  above  the  selfishness  of  parties,  has  the 
strength  to  heal  your  wounds,  to  reopen  your  hearts  to 
hope,  and  your  profaned  churches  to  your  prayers,  and  to 
bring  back  industry,  concord,  and  peace  to  the  bosom  of 
the  country."  The  Emperor  would  seem  to  have  intended 
in  these  words  to  protest  beforehand  against  the  legitimacy 
of  any  government  that  might  issue  from  the  resolutions  of 
a  Representative  Assembly  instead  of  being  established  by 
a  plehiscitum.  His  proclamation,  however,  was  unheeded. 
Prance  returned  an  Assembly  which  was  Conservative, 
Orleanist,  Legitimist,  Republican,  or  anything  but  Impe- 
rialist. Alsace  and  Lorraine  were  allowed  to  elect  repre- 
sentatives, and  chose  such  of  their  fellow-citizens  as  had 
displayed  most  public  spirit  during  the  war.  The  candidate 
who  was  chosen  by  the  largest  number  of  constituencies 
was  M.  Thiers,  w^ho  was  elected  in  no  fewer  than  eighteen 
departments,  a  fact  of  which  the  Assembly  at  its  meeting 
apparently  took  note  for  its  guidance. 

The  National  Assembly  met  at  ]5ordeaux,  for  a  prelimi- 
nary sitting,  on  the  12th  of  February,  and,  although  not 
nearly  all  its  members  were  present,  resolved  to  constitute 
itself  immediately.  On  the  following  day  the  Assembly 
held  its  first  public  sitting,  when  M.  Jides  Favre,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues  both  at  Bordeaux  and  Paris,  resigned 
their  powers  as  the  Government  for  National  Defence  into 
the  hands  of  the  Eepresentatives.  He  said, — "  We  have 
borne  the  burden  of  government,  but  we  have  no  other 
desire,  under  existing  circumstances,  than  to  be  able  to 
place  our  temporary  plans  in  the  hands  of  the  Kational 
Assembly.    Thanks  to  your  patriotism  and  reunion,  we 
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hope  that  the  country,  having  been  taught  \>y  miBfortune, 
■will  know  how  to  beal  her  wimnds,  and  to  reconstitute  the 
national  eiistence.  We  no  longer  hold  any  power.  We 
depend  entirely  upon  your  decision.  We  confidently  ex- 
pect the  conftitution  of  the  new  and  legitimate  powers." 
M.  Fa\-re  then  announced  that  he  and  his  coUeaguea  would 
remain  at  their  posts  to  matntaia  respect  for  the  laws  until 
the  establishment  of  the  new  Government. 

The  Special  Correspondent  at  Bordeaux,  describing  this 
sitting,  wrote,  on  the  same  erening  :— 

The  first  public  sitting  of  the  French  National  Assembly 
was  held  at  two  o'clock  to-day.  About  half  tbe  Assembly 
(upwards  of  300)  were  present.  Tlie  theatre  of  Bor- 
deaux, one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  best  proportioned 
(thougb  by  no  means  one  of  tLo  largest)  in  the  world,  is 
admirably  suited  to  tlio  purpose.  The  members  sit  iu 
tiie  pit  and  iu  the  surrounding  Btalls.  The  boxes  are 
devoted  to  the  public  and  the  press.  The  President's 
chair  is  on  the  stage,  exactly  m  the  centre  of  the  line  of 
footlights.  The  tribune — aX  present  an  ugly  deal  pulpit, 
but  which  will  probably  be  made  mora  sjgbtly  by  tbe 
addition  of  soroo  drapery — is  in  the  place  of  the  promp- 
ter's box.  On  either  side  of  the  tribune  are  seats  for  tbo 
shorthand  writers ;  and  the  secretaries  ait  on  the  atoge, 
on  the  right  and  left  of  the  chair.  A  goodly  array  of 
usliers,  brought  from  Paris  and  wearing  chains,  enhance 
tbe  dignity  of  tbe  Assembly.  Immediately  after,  Count 
Beuoitd'Azy,ablaud  old  gentleman  verging  upon  eighty, 
took  the  chair  by  eeniority,  30I.  Jules  Pavre,  Jules 
Simon,  Emmanuel  Arago,  Eugene  Peiletan,  Garuier- 
Fages,  Glais-Bizoin,  and  ^tlagnin  entered  the  House  to- 
gether, walked  up  tbe  centre  of  the  pit,  and  took  their 
seats  on  the  second  row  on  tbe  right-hand  side,  which 
most  for  the  present  be  called  the  Ministerial  benclu 
ss  2 
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Garibaldi,  who  was  loudly  dieered  by  the  public  and  the 
National  Guard  as  lie  entered  the  theatre,  sat  on  one  of 
the  back  benches  of  tlie  pit.  Having  beard  that  the 
mnjority  intended  to  opposo  hia  admiasioD,  he  handed  up 
to  the  President  a  short  letter,  the  reading  of  whieh  by 
Count  Beaolt  d'Azy  formed  the  commencement  of  the 
proceedings,  in  nhicb  he  said  he  had  beeo  elected  in 
several  French  departrnenta  on  Eepuhlican  principles, 
but  that  under  the  circnmstnnces  he  judged  it  expedient 
to  resign.  This  annouQcement  was  received  with  a  tran- 
quillity which  gave  but  aniall  indication  of  the  row  that 
was  shortly  to  follow. 

M.  Julea  Favre  then  rose,  and  in  a  very  few  words,  delivered 
from  hia  place,  aaid,  that  under  cruel  and  unpaj^Ieled 
circumstances,  he,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Jiia  oollengues, 
begged  to  resign  into  the  hands  of  the  N^ational  Assembly 
the  power  which  they  had  eiercised  since  September  4. 
They  would  continue  courageously  to  perform  their  duty 
tilt  the  moment — which  they  earnestly  hoped  might  not 
long  be  delayed — when  the  Assembly  would  appoint 
their  Buccessors.  He  wished  to  state  that  he  must  start 
that  evening  for  Paria,  to  coiiQuct  delicate  negotiations, 
the  object  of  which  he  would  eiplain  at  a  future  period. 
XJnitnimoua  aympathetic  applause  followed  this  short 
declaration. 

When  the  formality  of  naming  the  bureaux  had  been  gone 
through,  and  I  rather  think  after  the  President  had  de- 
clared the  sitting  at  an  end.  General  Garibaldi  advanced 
towards  the  tribune,  and  M.  Esquiros,  deputy  for  Mar- 
seilles, exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Garibaldi  asked  to 
speak  some  time  ngo,  hear  him  !"  A  tumultuous  ecene 
ensued.  Vehement  cries  of  "Hear  Garibaldi!"  wer« 
met  by  othera,  equally  energetic,  of  "  No  Garibaldi !  " 
"No  Italian!"  "Let  him  hold  hia  tongue!"  The  public 
in  the  tribunes  took  part  with  Garibaldi,  and   eeveral 
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KatioDul  Guards  said,  "  It  ia  infamoua.  The^e  men 
are  sold  !  "  One  man,  with  a  long  black  beard,  roarsd 
out  from  an  upper  boi,  "  Tou  rural  majority,  listen  to 
the  voice  of  the  towns  !  "  lu  the  midat  of  the  confusion 
the  President  put  on  his  hat,  and  gave  orders  to  clear  the 
galleries  of  straDgers.  There  was  no  occasion  to  obey 
the  order,  as  Garibaldi  gave  up  the  attempt  to  speak, 
and  members  and  strangers  all  went  out  together.  As 
Oaribnldi  left  the  House  and  got  into  his  carriage, 
accompanied  by  General  Bordone  and  two  aides-de-camp, 
he  had  quite  an  ovation.  He  said  a  few  words  only,  to 
the  effect  that  he  had  come  to  France  to  fight  for  tLo 
Hepublic ;  tbat  he  should  have  been  happy  to  serve 
Itepublican  France  Ju  any  way ;  but  that  his  miasion 
was  DOW  over,  and  that  he  should  start  that  night  for  bia 
home  in  Caprera.  Loud  cries  of  "  Vive  Garibaldi !  Vive 
la  Hepubtique ! "  were  raided  by  the  National  Guard 
and  tbe  public,  and  the  OcDeral  was  escorted  to  the 
H6tel  de  Kanles  by  a  great  following. 

I  must  aay,  in  extenuation  of  the  great  disgrace  to  France 
tbat  the  chivalrous  Garibaldi  was  refused  a  hearing  in  a 
French  Assembly,  that  he  did  not  come  forward  at  the 
proper  time.  There  was  something  illogical  in  resigning 
at  the  beginning  of  the  sitting  and  then  asking  to  apeak 
at  the  end  of  it.  Even  tbe  clerical  deputies,  who  were 
delighted  to  show  their  spite  against  him,  would  not,  I 
think,  have  refused  him  a  hearing  had  they  not  relied  on 
the  technical  objection  that  the  House  bad  risen  before 
he  approached  the  tribune. 

The  roost  striking,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  unci- 
pected,  result  of  the  late  elections  la  the  marvellous 
success  of  M.  Thiers.  He  is,  in  my  opinion,  by  fur  the 
most  able  atatesmau  in  France;  but  he  never  till  now 
waa  popular  with  the  masses.  And  I  know  nothing  so 
creditable  to  the  instinct  of  luiiveraol  sufirage  aa  the 
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fact,  that  while  there  has  been  no  sufficient  time  to 
prepare  for  the  elections,  and  telegraphic  and  posbd 
communications  are  difHcult,  an  immense  proportion  of 
the  constituency  of  Erance,  seeing  that  hard  conditions 
of  peace  are  necessar}^  has  fixed  upon  M.  Thiers  as  the 
man  who,  better  than  any  other,  can  negotiate  the  ulti- 
mate terms,  and  recommend  them  to  be  accepted  in 
language  so  cunningly  poised  as  to  be  less  hurtful  to 
Erench  vauity  than  that  which  any  other  >  man  could 
command.  If  Erance  is  ruined,  she  is  at  least  sure  to 
get  from  M.  Thiers  un  enterrement  de  premQre  claue. 
Some  of  the  papers  conjecture  that  M.  Thiers  will  be 
elected  for  as  many  as  five-and-twenty  constituencies. 
It  is  quite  possible.  lie  stands  at  this  moment  member 
for  Bordeaux,  Brest,  Havre,  Poitiers,  Ayen,  Saint  Etienne, 
Digne,  and  districts  in  the  departments  of  the  Aude, 
Dordogne,  Charente  Inf^rieure,  Herault,  Lot-et-Guronnev 
and  Loire.  I  now  understand  why  M.  Thiers  lately  told 
his  friends  that  he  was  no  longer  an  Orleaniat,  but  a 
Eepubliean.  He  aspires  to  become  the  President  of  a 
Prench  Eepublic,  and  he  has  a  very  good  chance  to 
realize  his  ambition. 

On  the  IGth  the  Assembly,  by  an  immense  ma}oiitj, 
elected  its  President  in  the  person  of  M.  Grevy,  a  moderate 
Eepubliean  of  long  experience  in  public  life.  A  veiy  large 
proportion  of  the  deputies  were  well  advanced  in  years,  and 
they  exhibited,  in  more  than  one  instance,  a  marked  prefer- 
ence for  men  of  an  age  at  which  the  j-^  ^?;mc:.tj  prevails  over 
the  passions.  On  the  I7th  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  the 
most  important  duty  which  it  had  to  perform  prior  to 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  and  elected  M.  Thiers  Chief 
of  the  Executive  power.  M.  Thiers  received  the  aame 
evening  the  congratulations  of  the  Ministers  of  England, 
Austria,  and  Italy,  and  was  immediately  called  to  enter 
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upon  the  fimctioTis  of  his  office.  At  the  sitting  of  the 
Asaenihly,  M.  Keller,  a  deputy,  iaid  on  the  tablo  a  decla- 
r.'ition,  HJgned  by  the  deputies  of  the  Lower  and  Upper 
Rhine,  Heurtlie,  and  Moselle  departmentB,  in  which  lay 
tho  territories  understood  to  be  required  by  Germany 
praying  the  AsBoinbly  to  take  it  into  consideration.  The 
declaration  was  as  follows  :— 

'■The  National  Asaerably,  France,  and  Europe,  which 
are  witnesses  of  the  exactions  of  Pnusia,  cannot  permit 
tile  completion  of  an  act  irhich  would  rend  Alsace  and 
Lorraine  from  France.  "We  are,  and  will  for  ever  remain, 
French,  in  good  aa  well  as  in  ill  fortune.  We  Lave  sealed 
with  our  own  blood  the  indiesoluhJo  pact  whicli  unites  us 
to  France,  and  we  affirm  once  tuore,  iu  the  depth  of  al! 
our  trials,  our  immovable  loyalty  towards  the  Fatherland. 
Franco  cannot  abandon  those  wLo  will  not  be  Bepar.ited 
from  her.  The  Mational  Assembly,  sprung  from  universal 
BufTrage,  eoidd  uot  concede  demands  tending  to  destroy  the 
nationality  of  a  whole  population.  Neither  can  the  People, 
in  its  electoral  colleges,  allow  it.  As  little  can  Europe 
confirm  these  crimiual  attempts,  and  let  a  whole  people 
be  treated  as  a  herd  of  tame  beasts.  Peace,  in  considera- 
tion of  ft  cession  of  territory,  will  never  be  a  durable  peace, 
bat  merely  a  momentary  truce,  soon  to  be  followed  by 
another  war.  As  to  ourselves,  inhabitants  of  Alsace  and 
Lorraine,  we  are  ready  to  resuRie  lighting,  and  therefore 
we  shall  beforehand  hold  as  null  and  void  any  offers, 
treaty,  votes,  or  plebiscite  which  would  have  for  eflect 
to  sever  Alsace  and  Lorraine  from  France.  We  proclaim 
our  right  to  remain  united  to  French  soil,  and  we  formally 
engage  to  defend  our  honour." 


Afti 
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fr  having  read  this  declaration,  M.  Keller  urged  the 
ibly  to  oppose  moral  to  mere  brute  force,  and  to  pro- 
tlie  inviolability  of  the  connection  with  Alaace  and 
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Lorraine.  "AVe  hold  forth  our  hand  to  you/*  added  3L 
Keller,  in  conclub>ion ;  •*  do  not  refuse  to  hold  forth  TOii»* 
M.  Keller's  speech  was  loudly  cheered  by  the  whole  Hbofe. 

M.  Henri  llochefort  demanded  that  the  proposal  ahonU 
at  once  be  referred  to  the  bureaux,  so  that  the  majoritrof 
the  Ilo.use  might  give  the  negotiators  imperative  ofideri,ar 
leave  them  perfect  freedom  to  conduct  the  negotiation. 

^r.  Thiers  then  rose,  and  aaid  that  from  the  bottom  cf 
his  heart  he  fully  shared  M.  Keller's  feelingti,  adding  that, 
in  presence  of  the  grave  circumstances  in  which  they  vere 
placed,  it  was  the  duly  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  onlf 
decision  becoming  its  dignity.  He  said,  "It  is  not  to-mor- 
row, but  at  once,  that  we  must  discuss  and  vote  on  this 
proposal.  The  House  cannot  await  the  constitution  of  a 
Government,  but  must  itself  decide,  in  the  full  enjorinent 
of  the  privileges,  the  responsibility  it  is  to  assume.  '  It  i* 
important  that  its  wishes  should  be  known.  As  to  mraelf 
(added  M.  Thiers),  I  have  devoted  my  whole  life  to  mj 
country,  and  I  am  still  prepared  to  devote  all  mv  efibrts 
to  France.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  settle 
this  question.  Let  us  not  wait  twezity-four  houn, 
but  let  us  meet  immediately  in  our  bureaux  and  declare 
our  wishes."  The  President  then  consulted  the  House, 
which  decided  in  favour  of  M.  Thiers's  suggestion,  and  the 
sitting  was  suspended.  M.  Keller's  proposals  were  re^ 
ported  on,  and  the  Assembly,  instead  of  cominrv  to  a 
decisive  resolution,  adopted  one  expressing  its  sympathies 
with  the  population  of  the  East,  but  handing  over  tho 
declaration  of  the  deputies  for  Alsace  and  Lorraine  to  the 
negotiators  for  peace,  to  be  deolt  with  as  they  might  find 
practicable.  From  the  first  hour  of  its  meeting  it  was 
evident  that  tho  Assembly  had  made  up  its  mind  to  ac- 
knowledge all  the  importance  of  accomplished  facts. 

On  the  19th  M.  Thiers  appeared  in  the  Assembly,  ond 
read  a  speech  in  which  he  stated  that,  though  saddei^ed  by 
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Ftlie  painful  tnsk  impoaed  upoD    liiiu    by  tbe  country,  lie 
|>  accepted  it  with  obeuienee,  devotioD,  niid  love,  sentiineuta 
'  oi  which  Frnnee  stood  all  the  more  in  ueed,  forasmuch  as 
«!ie  wua  unfortunate— more  unfortunate  thnu  at  any  former 
period  of  her  history.     But,  he  added,  she  ia  eliil  grt'at, 
youug,  riL-h,  and  full  of  resources,  and  will  always  reraaiu 
a  lasting  tnonuiueot  of  human  energy.     M.  Thiers  Iheu 
anuounced  thiit  !□  selecting  the  tnenibers  of  the  Miuiatry 
he  had  been  guided  solely  by  the  public  esteem  they  en- 
joyed, and  their  public  character  and  capacities.    The  follow- 
ing was  the  list: — M.Dufaure,  Minister  of  Justice;  M.  Jules 
I'.ivre,  Foreign  Affairs;    M.   Picard,  luterior ;    M.  Julea 
Simon,    Public   Instruction;    M.    Lambrccht,  Commerce; 
I    General  Le  Flo,  War  ;  Admiral  Polhuan,  Marine  ;    M.  de 
I  larcy,  Public  Works.     M.  Thiers  said  that  he  did  not  lay 
down  any  programme  j  but  under  the  circumstances  there 
was  only  one  line  of  policy  to  ftillow.     It  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  afflicting  the  country 
and   to   terminate  the  occupation     by   the  enemy.     The 
country  had  ueed  of  peace,  which  must  be  courageously 
discussed,  and  only  accepted    if    honourable.     11,   Thiers 
alao  announced  the  rccouatitution  of  the  Councils- General 
and  the  municipalities  by  fresh  elections.   The  Government 
would  devote  all  itu  powers  tu  pacify  and  reorganize  the 
couulry,  to  revive  credit,  and  reorganize  labour;  nothing 
1  more  pressing  than  that  task,    "I  cannot  imagine," 
I  be  said,  "  that  any  one  con  ofcupy  himself  with  the  Coo- 
I  stitutional  ijue^tton  while  Frauce  ia  debating  in  the  grasp 
I, of  the  enemy.     Such  is  our  policy.     Every  mau  of  sense, 
I  tie  he  a  MonnR'hist  or  a  Bepuhlican,  can  work  usefully  for 
I  the  interest  of  the  country,  so  that  it  may  nt  the  proper 
}  time  declare  under  what  form  of  Government  it  desires  to 
I   exist,  and  then,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  its  wants,  wo 
I  can  decide  our  destiny,  and  that  not  merely  by  a  majority, 
i  but  by  th%  national  will.     Such  is  tlie  policy  to  which  my 
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colleagues  and  I  devote  ourselves.  To  give  your  assif tanoo 
to  a  policy  whose  only  objects  are  the  interests  of  the 
country  will  be  to  confer  the  strongest  power  upon  your 
negotiators."    This  speech  was  loudly  cheered. 

M.  Jules  Pavre  then  rose,  and  said  that  the  OoTemment 
had  deemed  it  necessary  to  unite  Farliamentarj  poiren 
with  those  of  the  Executive,  and  proposed,  therefore,  that, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  negotiations,  the  Assembly  should 
appoint  a  Committee  of  fifteen  deputies  to  proceed  at  onee 
to  Paris,  who  would  be  in  constant  communication  vita 
the  negotiators.  The  latter  would  be  empowered  to  treti 
in  the  name  of  the  country,  and  the  Commission  wonld 
be  informed  of  the  negotiations,  and  would  subseqaentlr 
report  thereupon  to  the  Assembly.  The  Commission  wm 
appointed,  aud  the  Assembly,  at  the  suggestion  of  M. 
Thiers,  resolved  to  suspend  its  sittings  during  the  nego- 
tiations. MM.  Thiers  and  Jules  Favre,  with  M.  Picard, 
then  left  for  Paris,  in  order  afterwards  to  negotiate  with 
Count  Bismarck  at  Yersailles. 

"While  these  transactions  were  taking  place  at  Bordeaux, 
Paris  was  occupied  with  the  interests  peculiar  to  its  own 
unique  condition.  It  was  still  invested  by  the  enemy — ^the 
only  city  so  invested  in  France.  The  German  guns  were 
pointed  towards  its  enceinte;  German  officers  visid  the 
permission  to  pass  in  and  out ;  and  a  German  army  threat- 
ened to  make  a  triumphal  march  through  its  streets. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  Correspondent  who  during 
the  siege  was  with  the  Crown  Prince  of  Saxony's  army, 
was  written  on  the  Sth  of  February,  and  describes  a  visit 
to  Paris : — 

Before  I  got  into  St.  Denis  the  weather  had  changed  into 
an  abominable  drizzling  rain,  under  the  malign  influence 
of  which  the  forts,  sulky-looking  at  the  best  of  times, 
looked  very  gloomy  indeed.     As  for  St.  D^nis  itself, 
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whot  between  mud  ruiot>,  shell-holes,  Bwarms  of  pHssing 
French  that  cumbered  every  foot  of  the  road,  market- 
endera  bawling  and  swearing  in  G^e^man  dashed  nith 
I'reneh — every  German  in  these  parts  now  engrafts 
rrencb  words  on  his  mother-tongue — the  place  was  one 
to  be  got  out  of  as  soou  as  possible.  How  quickly  the 
Von  Schwartzhoft'a,  Saion- province  men,  have  settled 
down  in  the  place,  made  themselves  nt  home,  and  estab- 
lished kindly  relntions  with  the  natives !     It  is  nothing. 

.  as  you  ride  into  St.  Denia,  to  meet  a  group  of  French 
with  a  couple  of  Prussian  soldiers  forming  part  of  it, 

.i  carrying  the  baskets  or  bags  at  the  vomen  folk,  and 
making  desperate  eflbrts  to  be  conversihle  as  they  walk 
on,  I  saw  more  than  furious  flirtation  going  on  as  I 
rode  through  yesterJoy,  the  I'rench  girl  giggling  with 
■  pleasure  at  the  half- understood  eomplimenta,  eked  out 
with  pantominie,  which  the  big  man  in  the  helmet  was 
paying  her  with  a  clumsy  grace.  But  they  don't  confine 
their    attentions   to  the  young  women,  these  helmeted 

.  family  soldiers.  I  suppose  it  must  be  from  some  tender 
recollection  of  an  humble  old  woman  away  somewhere  in 
the  Fatherland  that  this  smart  young  under-oflicer  is 
assiduously  arming  along  the  crowded  street  this  Bliam> 
bliug  half-blind  old  woman  in  the  strange  bonnet  and 
the  inevitable  green  umbrella — the  old  lady's  cracked 
voice  trembling  with  gratitude  as  she  pours  a  voluble 
stream  of  French  into  the  ears  of  one  who,  it  is  plain, 
ia  not  comprehending  a  word  of  what  she  utters.  But 
although  the  German  garrison  and  St.  Denis  have  become 
friendly — very  friendly— atil!  the  German  rule  ia  so  to 
arrange  matters  that  no  dislocation  of  friendship  should 
take    them    unawares.      So    the  first   barricade  in  the 

;  principal  street  has  had  two  pretty  embrasures  neatly 
Bcocped  out  of  it,  and  behind  these  cmbrasurea   stand 

l-  two  trim  field-pieces,  looking  up  the  street  with  a  gaze 
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very  suggestive  of  a  clean  sweep  if  need  were.  TUi 
suggestion  is  pointed  by  the  shrapnel  shells  in  the  bom 
which  the  artillerymen  are  overhaulingy  just  to  see  flit 
all  is  right.  I  noticed,  by  the  way,  a  statement  ii  i 
contemporary  that  the  Prussian  artillery  had  ndflff 
shrapnel  shells  nor  time  fuses.  They  hare  both— tb 
time  fuse  being  fitted  to  the  shrapnel  shell,  which  are  d 
all  calibres,  from  the  shells  for  the  field  artillery  (nei 
with  so  much  effect  at  G-ravelotte)  to  the  big  52-pooiifa 
shells  which  I  have  seen  lying  ready  for  use  in  the  bii- 
tery  at  La  Barre. 

There  is  no  want  of  food  now  in  St.  Denis ;  where  the  mift 
lies  is  as  regards  the  money  to  buy  it  wherewithal  i 
few  of  the  rich  inhabitants  are  trying  what  they  en 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  misery,  but  they  are  uttezlf 
unable  to  cope  with  it  with  any  success.  Xou  can  bi^ 
mutton  for  fifteen  sous  a  pound,  and  beef  for  twen^ 
sous ;  but  then  if  you  have  got  never  so  much  as  a  sin^ 
sou,  the  prices  might  as  well  be  ten  times  as  much.  In 
their  rough  hearty  way  the  German  soldiers  are  doing  t 
great  deal  to  help  to  stave  off  starvation ;  but  the  ptaee 
is  full  of  misery  of  the  most  abject  kind.  The  station  d 
St.  Denis  is  already  in  full  working  order,  and  passengen 
are  forwarded  from  it,  although  the  class  of  carriage  is 
not  guaranteed.  I  saw  a  batch  of  people  start  for  the 
La  Chapelle  terminus  on  a  train  of  flat  open  trucks. 
No  tickets  are  as*  yet  ^issued  on  the  Northern  Bailwiy 
nearer  than  Yilliers  le  Bel,  but  so  long  as  yon  are 
allowed  to  travel,  a  ticket  is  not  one  of  the  ne<;es8SziM 
of  life. 

It  was  a  strange  scene  on  the  forepost  line.  The  hour  was 
about  half-past  five  when  I  reached  it.  As  I  understand, 
the  nominal  hour  for  closing  intercommunication  is  six; 
but  on  the  German  side  the  living  barricade,  in  the  shape 
of  a  cordon  of  soldiers,  had  been  put  up  at  five  instead  of 
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six.  In  consequence  a  dense  mnss  of  disappointed  people  bad 
accumulated,  complainiog  bitterly.  fiebiuJ  the.  folks 
on  foot  were  loug  linea  of  carriages,  and  tiie  Dumber  was 
being  coutinually  added  to.  It  vras  indeed  an  important 
question  for  manj-.  They  lived  in  St.  Denis ;  tbey  had 
no  place  to  go  to  if  tbey  went  back  to  Parts,  and  besidesi 
by  the  time  tbey  could  get  back  the  Paria  gates  would  be 
closed.  Were  tbey  to  pass  the  night  on  the  plain  ?  I 
thought  the  Pruasiana  were  rather  stern  about  the  matter- 
Cavalrymen,  with  borsea  that  reared  imposingly,  rode 
continually  across  the  frout  in  a  succession  of  plunges, 
driving  the  people  back,  as  I  have  seen  a  troop  of  dragoons 
clear  Dame  Street,  in  Dublin,  on  "  St.  Patrick's  day  in 
the  morning."  On  behalf  of  a  gentleman  in  charge  of 
an  International  Society's  ambulance  waggon,  I  appealed 
to  the  officer  on  duty ;  but  "  I  have  my  instruct.ioos  " 
waa  the  response,  whieb  do  one  could  challenge.  I  may 
mention  by  the  way  that  tbe  members  of  this  ambulance, 
whose  curioua  relative  position  to  their  sick  and  wounded 
I  explained  in  a  previous  letter,  have  obtained  permission 
to  circulate  between  St.  Denis  aiid  the  plain,  and  even  to 
go  into  Paris ;  the  permission  being,  of  course,  subject  to 
tbe  ordinary  restrictions.  As  it  waa  granted  on  my  repre- 
sentations to  bead -quarters,  I  am  none  tbe  worse  pleased 
to  mention  the  circumstance.  There  is  a  regular  and 
orderly  system  of  eiamining  passes  at  the  point  where 
tbe  road  cuts  into  tlio  glacia  of  the  enceinte.  There  I 
found  an  officer  who  spoke  both  German  and  English, 
and  who  comically  grumbled  that  his  linguistic  acconi- 
plishments  aeemed  to  doom  him  to  permauence  in  bia 
present  poaition.  A  trying  position  truly.  End  I  not 
already  seen  that  everybody  was  trying  to  get  out  of 
Paria,  I  should  have  certainly  said  that  everybody  was 
trying  to  get  into  it.  Very  civil  was  the  polyglot 
officer,  and  I  found  myself  inside  La   Chapelle  ever 
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■0  much  sooner  than  I  had  anticipated.  My  finfcTifll 
was  to  the  terminus  of  the  Nortfaem  BailwBj.  Am 
is  right  grateful  to  England  for  what  slie  has  done  is 
the  way  of  provisioning  her.  The  memory  is  bfetted 
out  of  rankling  irritation  because  we  did  not  inteiAR 
on  behalf  of  our  ''ancient ally;*'  all  the  bittemeu  tint 
fell  to  our  lot  as  neutrals  has  sweetened  into  a  thanUbl 
geniality.  As  I  talked  German  with  the  Prench  oCBeer 
at  the  gate,  some  of  those  who  stood  within  eatriiot 
remarked,  **  He  is  a  Prussian."  **  No,  sirs,'*  strack  xa 
the  officer,  ''  he  is  an  Englishman."  Why,  as  I  am  i 
modest  man  and  given  to  blushing,  they  actually  gire 
me  three  cheers — these  blouses  by  the  gate.  Intellect, 
feeling,  sympathy,  what  not — ^all  very  well  in  ceit&n 
circumstances ;  but  when  you  find  a  man  starving,  tiie 
way  to  get  at  him  is  vid  a  full  belly. 

**  Why,  they  have  got  over  it  already ! ' '  Such  was  the  Kmaik 
I  made  to  myself  as  I  rode  through  Paris  in  the  dusk— 
a  Paris  no  more  like  the  Paris  I  had  seen  a  week  before 
than  is  Niobe  to  a  clown  grinning  through  a  horse-coUir. 
Paris  has  in  a  great  measure  recovered  her  spirits,  and 
with  them  her  complacency.  The  general  population 
looks  no  more  as  if  all  was  lost.  Qroups  form  and 
converse — they  even  enliven  into  gesticulation.  The 
wine-shops  get  up  quite  a  creditable  illumination,  and 
they  are  the  reverse  of  empty.  But  they  are  not  so  full 
as  ore  the  public  soup-kitchens,  from  which,  as  I  ride 
past,  I  reason  that  the  contents  of  the  twenty-seven 
trains  have  not  quite  diffused  themselves  so  widely  as  to 
bring  plenty  into  every  household,  and  there  still  are 
cries  outside  the  bakers*  shops ;  but  there  is  something 
better  to  wait  for  than  in  the  old  days.  True  the  bread 
is  still  brown;  but  it  is  not  like  glue,  jam,  starch, 
molasses,  brown  paper,  billsticker's  paste,  and  printer's 
ink  blocked  together,  as  it  was  the  other  day.     There  is 


PARIS  HECOVEMI.VG. 


415 


□  it  a  goodly  proportion  of  wholesome  British  Hour,  aiid 
it  13  n  toothsome  morsel  compared  to  the  atuiT  that  I 
loatiied  here  the  other  day.  There  are  many  more 
shuttera  down  from  the  shop-fronts  than  on  the  occaaion 
of  my  first  viait.  It  ia  true  there  is  not  much  food  about 
yet,  and  prices  are  "  famine ;"  but  still  tbo  look  ahead  Is 
towarda  u  harbour  of  plenty  pretty  80on,  not  to  miacrj-, 
cold,  hunger,  bombshelb,  and  despair.  So  Paria  has  got 
over  the  terrible  twinge  which  fhe  surrender  gave  her  at 
first,  and  has  owned  to  herself  thnt  things  ore  looking 
up.  "After  nil,"  eaya  Paris,  "I  do  well  to  get  rid  of 
my  moping  humour,  and  to  abjure  my  intention  of 
jumping  into  the  Seine  and  finding  my  way  into  the 
Morgue.  It  cut  mo  very  deeply,  no  doubt,  to  haye  to 
sign  that  convention ;  but  only  juat  think  vbat  I  hare 
braved,  done,  and  suiTered.  Tou  can't  in  common 
decency  refuse  to  own  that  I  am  at  least  something  of 
a  heroine ;  that  I  have  deserved  well  of  my  country  and 
of  my  traditional  reputation.  "Well,  vive  la  gloirel  I 
have  the  glory  if  1  have  not  the  auecesa;  ao  let  me 
amootb  uiy  face  and  pluck  my  spirits  a  bit,  and  go  out 
for  n  walk  on  the  boulevards,  aud  once  more  assert  the 
tongue-gift  I  am  endowed  with."  "Who  can  blame  Paris 
if  she  rensoBB  thus,  providing  only  her  tongue-gift,  her 
gloire,  and  lier  shortness  of  memory  do  not  combine  to 
make  her  forgetful  of  the  terrible  ordeal  she  baa  gone 
through  P  Keep  that  memory  fresh  in  the  mind  of 
Paris,  and  you  may  be  easy  about  any  more  war  on  the 
part  of  France  that  Paris  can  help.  Even  now,  while 
the  last  act  of  the  tragedy  seems  thickening,  and  there 
is  tiie  possibility  of  a  bitch  and  a  postponement  in  the 
dropping  of  the  curtaiu,  Paria  wants  peace  at  almost 
any  price,  and  wishes  Gambetta  dond.  "No  more 
fighting  for  us,  thank  you."'  I  don't  believe,  if  the  war 
is  continued  in  the  soutb,  that  half  a  dozen  Freochmeo 
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\vill  quit  Paris  to  take  part  in  it.  Over  the  Maine  of 
La  Cbapelle  hung  a  white  flag  as  I  passed,  blaioned 
with  the  inscription,  "La  Patrie  est  en  danger;  Fomift' 
tion  des  compagnies  de  march ;  Appel  aux  volontaiiet.*' 
Bless  you,  it  might  have  been  a  Hebrew  text  for  all 
that  anybody  regarded  it.  The  patrie  and  tbe  marching 
regiments  might  go  hang,  if  the  provision  trains  would 
only  come  in  fast  enough  into  the  Terminus  du  Kord. 
Their  speedy  advent  is  indeed  still  wanted  badly.  Then 
was  no  bread  distributed  yesterday  in  the  arrondissement 
of  Passy,  and  turbulent  Belleville  exhibited  a  scard^. 
Dr.  Innes  has  seen  to  the  ambulances  with  a  zeal  and 
discretion  that  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  That 
omnibus  of  his,  which  must  be  Hke  the  i^izard's  in- 
exhaustible hat,  is  talked  about  everywhere.  How  he 
pulled  out  of  it  first  himself;  then  rabbits,  turkeji, 
loaves,  ham,  vegetables,  four  sheep  (I  don't  know  if  they 
were  alive),  and  a  quantity  of  little  odds  and  ends,  in  the 
shape  of  chests  of  Liebig  and  other  small  deer !  How  he 
consorted  with  Dr.  Gordon,  and  how  the  energetic  pair 
bustled  out  the  good  things  all  round  the  ambulanoei, 
going  the  length,  indeed,  in  their  urgency,  of  requisition- 
ing the  carriage-horse  of  the  Ambassador  of  a  foreign 
Power !  But  no  doubt  you  have  heard  of  all  this  already, 
and  also  of  the  unobtrusive  charities  towards  distressed 
Britons  in  Paris  of  Mr.  Blount,  who  is  now  our  interim 
Consul.  I  hear  he  has  given  away  thus  more  than 
3,000/. 

General  Vinoy  still  continues  to  reside  at  the  Louvre, 
where  also  is  Trochu.  Both  seem  anxious  to  have  their 
cases  put  favourably  before  the  world,  and  it  is  likely 
enough  there  is  a  little  rivalry.  Vinoy  is  the  more 
capable  man  of  the  two  seemingly,  knowing  bow  to  hold 
his  tongue,  and  also  hold  his  hand,  when  it  is  not  wise  to 
speak  or  to  smite.    Yesterday  he  was  visited  in  a  white 
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heat  by  General  Richard,  who  fulminated  furioufly  ngiiioat 
the  roughs  in  VetsailJes  far  having  ineulted  hitn  and 
abused  him  before  the  Provisional  Government.  "  If  the 
Bcoiindrels  do  so  again,"  quoth  the  irate  Kichard,  "  I 
will  draw  my  revolver,  and  shoot  down  some  of  them." 
'■  "Well,  General,"  replied  Vinoy,  with  an  Abraham  Lin- 
coln aententiousuesa,  "  there  are  times  when  a  man'a 
revolver  ia  beat  in  his  pocket." 

The  entente  cordiale  between  tlie  autboritiea  is  not  on  the 
increase,  rather  the  reverse.  There  are  hitches  about 
the  eichaaging  of  priaouera ;  and  then  it  seems  as  if 
Paris  in  her  great  strait  will  c-ac  up  the  environs',  and 
superinduce  a  want  of  everything  but  bare  rations  among 
the  Germans.  This  is  nearly  done  already.  At  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Saxony's  bead-quarters  I  have  not  for  a 
long  lime  experienced  any  difficulty  in  procuring  aiiy- 
thiDg  usually  sold  in  a  country  grocery  shop.  Thia 
morning,  prior  to  setting  out  for  Paris,  I  went  to  fill  my 
wallet  with  sardines,  cheese,  sausage,  ham,  and  sundry 
other  viands  that  might  not  as  yet  be  plentiful  inside  the 
city.  Both  our  shops  were  cleaned  out.  All  you  could 
buy  was  writing  paper,  candles,  and  blue  ball,  none  of 
them  of  an  eligible  description  for  edible  purposes. 
Versailles  is  nearly  as  thoroughly  depleted,  I  believe,  and 
the  Germans  are  now  instituting  some  species  of  clieck 
on  the  irregular  introduction  of  food  into  Paris— a  course 
which  does  not  by  any  means  tend  to  their  popularity. 
They  are,  however,  toiling  very  hard  to  send  on  food 
trains  by  the  railway.  It  may  not  be  generally  known 
that,  although  persona  in  German  uniform  are  not  pei^ 
mitted  to  enter  Paris,  very  many  notables  of  the  besieg- 
ing army  have  already  been  inside  in  mufti. 

The  Special  Correspondent  at  Paris  wrote  on  the  9th  of 
February : — 
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I  find  that  the  first  impression  produced  on  viflitora  to 
Paris  is  incredulity  as  to  the  distress  of  the  people. 
These  visitors  go  into  the  restaurants  and  see  plenty  of 
food  there,  which  they  can  eat  with  pleasure,  and  tiiej 
conclude  that  there  has  been  no  great  suffering — ^no  greftt 
privation.  I  know  two  gentlemen  who  came  into  Paxil 
with  provisions — a  fowl  and  a  turkey — and  who  have  ao 
little  imagination,  that  as  they  saw  fowls  and  turkeys  in 
the  shop  windows,  and  fowls  on  the  bills  of  fare  at  the 
resitaurants  (where,  however,  the  price  for  the  wing  of  a 
fowl  was  ten  francs),  that  they  determined  to  look  after 
themselves  in  the  first  place,  and  quietly  eat  their  fowl 
niid  their  turkey.  They  were  unable  to  imagine  the  con- 
dition of  men  and  women  wlio  had  been  feeding  for 
mouths  on  one  kind  of  food,  which  had  become  nauseous 
to  them ;  and  who  had  too  much  self-restraint  to  express 
any  eraving  for  fresh  food,  to  which  they  knew  perfectly 
well  that  other  suflerers  were  still  better  entitled — men 
and  women  who  had  been  absolutely  starving.  Fortunately 
for  myself,  I  was  able  to  gaze  without  envy  on  the  fowl 
and  turkey  I  speak  of  Kind  friends  in  London  and  at 
A'ersailles  liad  very  quickly  sent  me  in  stores,  so  that  I 
was  c()mj)aratively  well  off;  but  I  know  of  several  to 
wlium  a  bit  of  fowl  or  any  good  English  meat  would 
have  been  a  godsend.  The  men  who  had  no  imagina- 
tion could  not  understand  this — could  not  imagine  -con- 
cealed hunger  and  tlie  craving  for  a  change  of  food- 
and  when  they  went  into  the  restaurants,  replenished  by 
the  opening  of  communications  with  the  provinces,  they 
tasted  of  certain  stews,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Squeera, 
smacking  his  lips  over  the  diluted  soup  of  his  pupils, 
they  cried,  "  Here  's  richness  !  '* 

The  Special  Correspondent  with  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Prussia  wrote,  on  the  13th,  from  Paris  : — 
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There  are  so  raanj  poor  families  ret urtiing  to  the  abandoned 
Tillages  round  Paris,  and  so  many  returning  to  homes 
more  or  less  desolate  nithiu  the  city  walla,  that  one 
constantly  meets  parties  of  women  and  children  on  the 
moTe,  vith  truckloads  of  furniture  and  baskets  of  pro- 
visions. The  mere  ebb  and  How  of  the  human  tide  in 
the  Pariaiaa  faubourgs  which  have  been  under  bombard- 
ment has  been  very  great.  Thousands  who  fled  for  a 
time,  and  found  what  shelter  they  could  elsewhere,  have 
returned  home  since  the  begianiiig  of  the  armistice.  But 
they  had  news  of  their  dangerous  dweliinga  even  whilst 
they  were  absent — Paris  was  keenly  alive  to  all  that  went 
forward  within  the  walls — and  they  could  reconnoitre  the 
neighbourhood  as  often  as  they  pleased.  It  was  among 
the  outlying  villages  and  the  people  of  the  immediate 
scene  of  hostilities  that  the  dreary  blank  of  the  siego 
time  was  most  oppressive.  "When  I  travelled  on  an 
omnibiiB  to  Pont-du-Jour  the  other  morning,  I  saw  myself 
surrounded  by  returning  refugees.  They  were  bound  to 
their  home  in  Billaneourt,  of  which  they  had  heard 
nothing  for  so  long  that  they  feared  it  must  be  in  ruins. 
But  the  husband  had  been  out  to  look  for  the  house  as 
soon  as  it  was  possible  to  visit  th«  outposts,  and  he  bad 
come  bock  to  tell  them  that  the  damage  was  not  vety 
great.  The  windows  and  doors  were  broken,  and  one 
shell  hud  gone  through  the  roof.  Except  that,  all  was  in 
good  order.  "  And  where  was  the  husband  now  ?  "  I 
asked,  for  the  party  round  me,  shivering  with  cold  and 
laughing  with  joy,  on  the  top  of  the  omnibus,  consisted 
of  two  women  and  half  a  dozen  children,  "  Oh,  he  ia 
*  gone  with  our  goods,  monsieur ;  he  has  hired  a  little 
ktcart,  and  he  and  Adolphe  are  taking  the  furniture  borne." 
|l  Adolphe  is  a  rudely  strong  boy,  well  able  to  help,  and 
(  the  women  laugh  at  the  thought  of  this  rude  strength  in 
an  urchin  of  eleven.     One  woman  is  the  mother,  or  rather 
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the  grandmother,  though  her  first  character  ia  oonitentlj 
brought  forward  by  the  married  daughter*  who  infariablj 
calls  her  mere.     **  Now,  then,  ma  mhre^  hold  Joaephiai 
tight.     She  will  let  the  basket  fall,  her  fingers  are  n 
cold.    Do  you  see  the  cart,  mother?     We  ahaU  paM  't 
soon.     How  hard  thej  push  it !    That  boy  ia  almost « 
strong  as  his  father  /'  and  we  catch  a  glimpae  of  a  bii^ 
young  face  looking  up  from  the  side  of  an  anxioas,  luf- 
gard  man,  who  can  scarcely  "  tackle"  the  weight  of  U 
household  goods,  small  as  they  are.      The  children  iD 
look  back  with  enyy  at  the  proud  position  of  Malta 
Adolphe,  and  an  elder  sister  just  sayes  the  youDgeafc  bflf 
from  pitching  off  the  omnibus  in  his  excitement.     As  to 
little  Josephine,  she  is  caught  up  and  hugged  by  M 
feeble-minded  hard-handed  old  grandmother,  who  ehuckla 
with  delight  at  seeing  the  furniture  so  well  advanced  ca 
its  way.    I  hear  no  complaints  against  the  Ghnrenimcflt 
or  the  weather.     "  Go  to,  then,"  says  one  woman,  '^itii 
not  pretty  to  ride  on  the  top  of  the  omnibus  with  so  maaf 
children." — '*  But  they  cannot  walk  so  far,"  replies  an- 
other, **  for  we  shall  have  yet  a  long  waj  when  we  pM 
the  ramparts,  and  if  there  are  no  places  inside,  whit 
can  we  do  but  ride  on  the  top  ?  "    I  watch  them  alightiBg 
with  no  little  amusement,  for  every  one  who  is  bigger  and 
stronger  than  any  one  else  takes  care  of  that  person.  Ths 
elder  sister  and  the  small  brother  help  to  hand  down 
little  Josephine ;  and  the  grandmother  takes  care  of  all 
the  bundles  until  I  have  passed  them  down   for  her. 
Then  the  column  of  march  is  formed,  and,  often  looking 
back  to  see  whether  papa  is  behind  them,  they  set  for* 
ward  towards  the  abandoned  home.     ^'  Only  doors  sad 
vrindows  broken,"  cries  the  ffrand'mere,     •*  Why,  it  if 
not  so  very  cold  now ;  and  we  shall  have  them  mended 
before  the  winter — and   the  house  might  have    been 
burned ! " 
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M.  Thiers,  the  Plenipotentiary  of  Fmoce,  aa  well  as  the 
hend  of  its  Government,  arrived  in  Paris  from  Bordeaux 
late  on  the  night  of  Monday  the  20th  of  February,  and 
on  the  foiloHiDg  day  proceeded  to  Versailles.  The  resolu- 
tion of  the  ABsembly  on  M.  Keller's  proposal,  respect- 
ing Alsace  and  Lorraine,  had  leftjhim  free  to  sign  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  on  the  best  termd  he  could  obtain ;  but 
the  circum stances  against  which  he  had  to  contend  might 
well  appal  the  stoutest  heart.  Nevertheless,  he  prepared  to 
make  the  best  possible  light  for  his  country  on  the  only  field 
that  now  remained  to  her.  Count  Bismarck's  demands  uere 
known  in  their  generality,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  to  struggle 
against  any  resolution  which  he  might  have  definitely 
adopted ;  but  there  was  always  the  chance  that  something 
might  be  included  in  hia  conditions  on  which  he  would 
not  think  it  wortli  while  to  insist.  The  Imperial  Chan- 
cellor required  large  territorlnl  cessions,  includiug  some  of 
the  Hncst  fortresses  of  France,  and  an  immense  pecuniary 
indemnity,  and  he  announced  that  the  Emperor,  hia  master, 
reserved  the  right  of  occupying  Paris  with  a  military 
force.  The  principle  of  a  pecuniary  indemnity,  and  that 
of  a  surrender  of  territory,  were  no  longer  rejected  by 
French  Btatesmanship ;  and  it  remained  to  be  ascertained 
to  wiiat  extent  Count  Bismarck  would  push  Iheo).  M. 
Thiers  found  that  Germany  would  require  as  a  war  in- 
demnity the  payment  of  five  milliards  of  francs,  or 
£200,OCK),000.  The  demand  was  resisted  as  one  without 
precedent  in  history — one  the  very  attempt  to  comply 
with  which  would  derange  the  finances  of  the  entire 
■world.  France  had  been  weighed  down  with  German 
requiHitions  for  seven  months,  Paris  having  only  just  paid  a 
war  contribution  of  eight  millions  sterling,  and  she  had  her 
own  war  debt  to  provide  for.  The  interest  of  the  loan  that 
would  be  neccaaary  to  provide  such  an  indemnity  as  that 
demanded  would  utterly  crush  the  great  body  of  the  tax- 
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payers  of  France,  make  their  position  intolenble^  tiidU 
them  to  prefer  war  at  any  risk  to  life  under  raek  Imrte 
The  Imperial  Chancellor  was  inexorable.  France  fatdcHal 
the  expenditure  of  the  Germans,  and  France  must  iA^\ 
it.  Moreover,  as  M.  Thiers  had  just  said  in  the  Asied^r 
at  Bordeaux,  France  ^as  still  young,  vigoroufl,  sndU 
of  resources,  and  immense  economies  might  be  effiecttdt; 
cutting  down  the  war-budget.  It  was  in  Tain  to  eonfaii 
with  the  master  of  legions,  and  M.  Thiera  consented  fli{ 
France  should  bind  herself  to  make  the  required  payndb 

The  territorial  surrender  gave  more  trouble.    It  i« 
known  that  Alsace,  with  Strasburg,  must  be  saGrifioed,W| 
a  struggle  must  be  made  for  Lorraine,  and,  above  all,  Ite  I 
the  glory  of  military  France,  must  be  saved,  if  that  w 
possible.  For  days  the  conflict  raged  once  more  around  ib 
fortress.     M.   Thiers  reasoned,  pleaded,  and  propheaei 
and  on  the  22nd  personally  waited  on  the  Emperor  andfc 
Imperial  Prince  of  Germany  to  lay  his  appeal  before  tbea 
Those  august  personages  received  him  with  politeness^  W 
finally  remitted  him  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Chancdkt 
M.  Thiers  was  ready  to  redeem  the  fortress,  to  level  it  iri4 
the  ground,  to  give  pledges  against  its  restoration  ;  butii 
vain.    ]Metz  had  been  won  with  the  best  blood  of  Grennanji 
and  M.  Bismarck  professed  himself  unable  to  overrule  fli 
firm  determination  of  the  German  people  henceforward  ft» 
hold  it  as  a  bulwarle  of  the  Fatherland.     As  compensatifli^ 
Count  Bismarck  was  willing  to  restore  to  France  thestnuf 
fortress  of  Belfort,  lately  surrendered  to  General  Treskor 
after  a  long  and  arduous  siege :  r^nd  ? T.  Thiers  was  con- 
pelled  to  be  satisfied  with  this  concession. 

Before  a  complete  understanding  had  been  arrived  at  os 

these  points  the  Armistice  was  about  to  expire.     In  the 

Convention  it  was  declared  to  extend  from  the  28th  of 

January  to  the  19th  of  February,  and  subsequentlvy  on 

■account  of  the  delays  that  had  taken  place  at  BordeanXf 
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id  stil!  more  on  accouut  of  tbe  time  coasumed  in  journey- 
ing between  Bordeaui  and  Veraailiea,  it  bad  been  necessary 
4o  prolong  it  until  Friday,  the  24th  of  February.  At  the 
TequeEt  of  M.  Thiers  it  was  again  extended  until  Sundavi 
the  26th,  but  with  an  intimation  from  Count  Bismarck  tbut 
no  further  time  would  be  footed.  Tlje  German  statesman 
further  announced  that,  in  the  event  of  the  signature  of  a 
treaty,  a  German  corps  would  occupy  Paris  from  the  date 
of  the  expirntiou  of  the  nrmisCice  until  the  mtitication  by 
the  Bordeaui:  Assembly.  M.  Thiers,  who  knew  that  the 
Parisians  were  not  prepared  for  such  on  occupation,  and 
that  it  woidd  wound  their  feelings  even  more  than  bo; 
the  most  onerous  obligations  of  the  treaty,  struggled  hard 
to  avert  this  humiliation  ;  but  be  could  only  obtain  a 
miso  that  in  settling  the  manner  and  extent  of  the  occupa- 
tion his  representations  should  be  considered. 

The  negotiatioQ  nf  these  coiiditions  occupied  Conn' 
Bismarck  and  M.  Thiers  the  whoLo  of  six  days.  On  Satur- 
day, the  tiSth  of  February,  the  two  statesmeo  were  together 
for  eight  hours  and  a  half,  and  tlie  preliminaries  wer 
signed  until  G  p.u,  of  the  following  day.  On  Saturday 
and  Sunday  the  anxiety  of  Paris  rapidly  increased. 
the  beginning  of  the  week  several  of  the  newspapers  had 
professed  to  be  authorized  to  state  that  peace  was  certain, 
that  Count  Bismarck  was  showing  a  conciliatory  disposition, 
and  that  the  terms  would  be  less  onerous  than  was  cm 
nionly  supposed.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the  truth 
became  known,  and  it  was  rumoured  that  the  military 
occupation  of  Paris,  and  even  the  resumption  of  the  « 
might  take  place  within  a  few  hours.  On  Monday,  h- 
ever,  each  Government  made  koowu  the  fact  that  a  peace 
had  been  signed.  The  Emperor  of  Germany  transniitled 
a  congratulatory  circular  despatch  to  the  Sovereign  Princes 
of  Germany,  in  which  he  said, — 
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"  With  a  beart  filled  with  thankfulnes*,  I  umomiceti 
you  that  yesterday  afternoon  the  preliminaries  of  pan 
were  signed  here,  by  which  Alsace,  without  BeUbrt,  L» 
raine,  with  Metz,  was  ceded  to  Germany.  Five  miUnvli 
are  to  be  paid,  and  portions  of  France  are  to  remain  oees- 
pied  until  the  amount  is  paid.  Paris  will  be  partiaDr 
occupied  if  the  ratification  at  Bordeaux  follows.  Wem 
now  at  tlie  end  of  a  glorious  but  bloody  war,  which  m 
forced  upon  us  with  frivolity  without  parallel,  and  in  wbid 
your  troops  have  taken  so  honourable  a  part.  Hav  the 
greatness  of  Germany  be  consolidated  in  peace ! " 

« 

The  Journal  dea  Bebafs,  in  announcing  the  peace,  ^ 
matized  the  cruel  use  which  the  conquerors  had  made  cf 
their  victory,  and  said  that,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  tn^ 
ritorial  and  pecuniary  demands  of  Count  Bismarck,  MM. 
Thiers  and  Favre  were  several  times  on  the  point' of  bretk- 
ing  off  the  negotiations  and  risk  seeing  the  war  recom- 
mence. The  Commission  of  Fifteen  Deputies  shared  the 
emotion  of  the  negotiators,  and  it  was  with  heavy  heartt, 
and  hoping  only  in  the  justice  of  God,  that  they  submitted 
to  dire  necessity.  On  Monday  also  it  was  known  that  the 
Germans  intended  to  enter  Pari?,  and  many  battalions  rf 
National  Guards  of  Paris  formed  the  patriotic  intention  of 
resisting  the  entry  by  force,  and,  supposing  it  was  to  take 
place  at  once,  went  out  on  Monday  night,  and  remained 
under  a^m^•.  General  Vinoy  severely  reprimanded  their 
conduct  in  an  order  of  the  day,  but  tumultuous  manifes- 
tations of  armed  men  continued,  and  the  city  was  in  a  state 
of  intense  excitement.  The  streets  were  filled  with  people 
standing  in  groups,  vowing  vengeance  against  Germany,  and 
imprecating  curses  upon  all  Emperors.  The  situation  was 
becoming  dangerous.  Mobiles  were  breaking  into  prisons 
and  releasing  persons  under  sentence.    The  National  Guard, 
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whicli,  it  will  be  remembered,  retained  its  arms,  began  to 
lemove  its  cannons,  and  pUce  them  in  new  positions  without 
flrders.     To  nllay  the  eicitement  M.  Thiers  and  M.  Picard 
appealed  to  tlie  public  in  the  following  proclamation  :— 

"  Inhabitants  of  Paris, — The  Government  appeals  to  your 
.patriotism  and  wisdom.    Tou  have  in  your  hands  the  fate 
of  Paris.     Upon  you  it  depends  to  save  or  destroy  Trance 
herself.      After    a    heroic    resistance,    famine    compelled 
UB  to  give    up  the  forta  to  the  victorious  enemy.      The 
army  which  we    had    hoped   would    be    able   to   help  ua 
was  driven  back  beyond  the  Loire,  and  iuconteatable  facta 
obliged  the  Government  and    the  National  Assembly  to 
open    negotiations,      During    six    days    the    negotiatora 
fought  foot   by    fool,    and   did    what    was    humanly  pos- 
sible  to  obtain  the  most  favourable  conditions,  and  have 
signed  the  Preliminaries,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the 
National  Assembly.     During  tha  time  necessary  for  the 
examination  and  discussion  of   these   Preliminaries    hos- 
tilities would  have  recommenced,  and  blood  would    hare                 h 
uselessly  been  shed,  had  the  Armistice  not  beeu  prolonged.                 ^M 
"This  prolongation  could  only  be  obtained  on  the  con-                H 
dition  of  a  partial  and  very  tempornry  occupation  of  a                ^M 
quarter    of    Paris.      If  the  Convention  be  not  respected                 H 
the  Armistice   will    be    broken,  and   the    enemy,   already                 H 
master  of  the  fort?,  will    occupy,    in   strong    force,    the                 H 
entire   city.      Private    property,    the   works   of    art,  and                 H 
the  public  monuments  are  guaranteed  to-day,  but  should                 H 
the   Convention  cease    to    be    in.    force,   misfortune   will                 H 
await  the  whole  of  France.     The  fearful  ravages  of  war,                 H 
which  hitherto  have  not  extended  beyond  the  Loire,  will                 H 
then  extend  to  the  Pyrenees.                                                                     H 
1          "  It  ia  absolutely  true  to  say  that  the  safety  of  Paris  afreets                 M 
1   the  whole  of  France.     Do  not  imitate  the  fault  of  those                H 
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war  would  be  so  fatal.  The  Erench  arm j,  which  defeoM 
Paris  with  so  much  courage,  will  occupy  the  left  of  the 
Seine,  and  will  insure  the  loyal  execution  of  the  nev 
Armistice.  The  National  Guard  will  undertake  to  miiB' 
tain  order  in  the  rest  of  the  city,  as  good  and  honoured 
citizens  who  have  shown  themselves  to  be  brave  in  tbe  fiee 
of  the  cnemv ;  and  this  cruel  situation  will  end  in  tmt 
and  the  return  of  public  prosperity." 

The  i^suc  of  this  proclamation  had  an  excellent  eBSed^ 
seconded  as  it  was  by  the  advice  unanimously  given  by  tbe 
conductors  of  the  Paris  newspapers  not  to  subject  ih 
capital  to  an  unlimited  occupation,  to  be  accompanied  br 
fresh  exactions. 

M.  Thiers  left  Paris  on  the  night  of  Monday,  the  27ft 
of  February,  and  arrived  at  Bordeaux  at  2  p.ir.  on  the 
28th.  A  sitting  of  the  Assembly  was  at  once  held,s: 
which  M.  Thiers  rose,  in  the  most  profound  silence,  loi 
said, — 

"  We  have  accepted  a  painful  mission,  and  after  having 
used  all  possible  endeavours,  we  come  with  regret  to  submit 
for  your  approval  a  bill  for  which  we  ask  urgency." 

The  Bill  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Art.  1.  The  National  Assembly,  forced  by  necesaitr, 
and  not  therefore  being  responsible,  adopts  the  Prelimi- 
naries of  Peace  signed  at  Versailles  on  tbe  2Gth  of 
Pebruary." 

At  this  point  M.  Thiers  was  overpowered  by  bis  fad- 
ings, and  obliged  to  descend  from  the  tribune,  and  leaTe 
the  hall.  M.  Barthelemy  St.  Hilaire  continued  to  read  tbe 
Preliminaries. 

"  1.  France  renounces  in  favour  of  the  German  Empire 
the  following  rights : — The  fifth  part  of  Lorraine,  including 
Metz  and  Thionville,  and  Alsace,  but  without  Belfort. 
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"  2.  France  will  pay  tbe  sum  of  five  inilliardB  of  francs, 
of  which  one  miiliard  is  to  be  paid  in  1871,  and  the  re- 
maining four  milliards  by  instalmenta  extending  over  three 

"3.  The  Oermati  troops  will  begin  to  evacuate  the 

French  territory  as  soon  as  the  treaty  is  ratified.  They 
will  first  evacuate  the  interior  of  Paris  and  aome  dopnrt- 
ments  lying  in  the  weateru  region.  The  evacuation  of 
the  other  departments  wiU  take  place  gradually  after  pay- 
ment of  tbe  first  milliard,  and  proportionately  to  the 
payment  of  tbe  other  four  milliards.  Interest  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent,  will  be  paid  on  the  amount  remaining 
due  from  the  date  of  the  ratilioatioii  of  the  treaty. 

"  1.  Tbe  German  troops  will  not  lery  any  requisitions  in 
the  departments  occupied  by  them,  but,  on  the  other  band, 
will  be  maintained  at  tbe  cost  of  Prance. 

"  5,  A  delay  will  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
territories  annexed  to  decide  far  themselves  aeverally  to 
which  of  the  two  nationalities  thev  will  adhere. 

''  6.  PrJBonera  of  war  will  he  immediately  set  at  liberty. 

"  7.  Negotiations  for  a  definite  treaty  of  peace  will  ba 
opened  at  Bmssela  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

"  8.  The  administration  of  the  departments  occupied  by 
tbe  German  troops  will  be  entmated  to  French  officiaia, 
but  under  the  control  of  the  ehiefa   of  the  Gierman  oorpa 

"9.  The  present  treaty  confera  upon  the  Germans  no 
rights  whatever  in  tbe  portion  of  territoriea  not  occupied. 

"  10.  The  treaty  will  have  to  be  ratified  by  the  National 
Assembly  of  France." 

After  the  reading  of  these  Preliminaries.  M.  Bartbelemy 
St.  Hiloire  read  tbe  document  relative  to  the  entry  of 
30,000  Gennan  troops  into  Paris,  and  said  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  had  severally  reserved  tbe  right  to  give 
Dotice  for  terminating  the  Armistice  after  the  3rd  of  Marcb. 
In  that  case  a  delay  of  three  days  must  elapse  before  the 
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resumption  of  liostilities.  The  G-ovemment  asked  tb 
Assembly  to  declare  the  urgency  of  the  disciusiaii  of  the 
Treaty. 

M.  Thiers  made  a  touching  and  passionate  appeal  to  tha 
patriotism  of  the  Assembly,  in  the  painful  sitoatioa  it 
which  the  country  was  placed. 

Several  deputies  for  Paris,  supported  bj  M.  Gambettii 
offered  motions  in  favour  of  delay,  whereupon  M.  Thien 
said :  "  We,  like  you,  are  the  victims  of  a  state  of  thinp 
which  we  have  not  created,  but  must  submit  to.  Ws 
entreat  you  not  to  lose  a  moment.  I  implore  you  to  loiB 
no  time.  In  doing  so  you  may  perhaps  spare  Paris  a  gmt 
grief.  I  have  engaged  my  responsibility,  xnj  colleagiMi 
have  engaged  theirs,  you  must  engage  youra.  There  mnit 
be  no  abstention  from  voting.  We  must  all  take  our  sban 
in  the  responsibility."  M.  Thiers  concluded  bj  ezpxesaiiig 
the  wish  that  the  Committee  should  meet  that  evening  i 
nine  o'clock,  and  that  a  public  sitting  of  the  AsaemUy 
should  be  held  on  the  next  day  at  noon. 

In  Wednesday's  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  M.  Yiefeor 
Lefranc  read  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Prelimi- 
naries of  Peace.  It  recommended  their  immediate  accept- 
ance by  the  National  Assembly,  as  their  refusal  would  only 
involve  the  occupation  of  Paris,  the  invasion  of  the  whole 
of  France,  and  terrible  calamities.  The  Committee  eamestij 
urged  the  Assembly  not  to  adopt  so  desperate  a  step,  and 
expressed  confidence  that  no  member  would,  in  the  circom- 
fitances,  fail  of  his  duty.  The  Assembly  was  much  agitated. 
M.  Edgar  Quinet  protested  strongly  against  the  acceptance 
of  the  Preliminaries,  as  such  conditions  would  destroy  the 
present  and  future  of  France.  M.  Bamberger,  a  depatj 
from  the  department  of  the  Moselle,  adjured  the  Assembly 
to  reject  the  conditions,  and  concluded  his  speech  by  a  con- 
demnation of  Napoleon  III.  When  M.  Conti,  late  Chief 
of  the  Emperor*s  Cabinet,  rose  and  attempted  to  justify  the 
'mpirCy  the  Assembly  enthusiastically  and  unanimoudf 
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Toted  by  acelamatiou  a  resolution  confirming  the  fall  of  tbe 
Empire,  and  etigraatJiing  Napoleon  III.  as  reponaible  for 
tbe  heavy  misfortunes  of  France.  Victor  Hugo  made  a 
most  impressive  speech  sgainat  the  ratiiicatiou  of  the  Pre- 
liminaries. The  Assembly,  however,  effected  that  ratifi- 
cation by  546  against  107  votes.  Thus,  then,  were  confirmed 
by  the  representatives  of  France,  at  tbe  urgent  entreaties  of 
M,  Thiers,  the  hard  terms  of  peace  against  which  he  had 
Btmggled  until  further  resistance  would  only  have  caused 
tbe  GermBD  soldiery  to  be  let  loose  upon  Southern  France. 

On  the  same  day  (Wednesday,  March  1)  the  German 
troops  made  their  entry  into  Paris.  After  M,  Thiers  had 
leu  the  capital,  a  dangerous  revival  of  patriotic  excitement 
took  place,  and  to  the  last  momcat  tbe  authorities  of  Paris 
felt  the  most  anxious  concern  for  the  peace  of  the  city. 
All,  however,  passed  off  quietly. 

The  Emperor  went  early  to  Longchampa,  and  there  in- 
spected tbe  troops  of  the  Gtb  and  1 1th  Prussian  Army  Corps, 
and  the  1st  Bavarian  Army  Corps — 30,000  men — who  were 
to  occupy  Paris.  At  1  p.m.  the  Duke  of  Coburg,  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  Prince  AJbrecht,  Prince  Adalbert. 
Prince  Leopold — but  neither  the  Emperor  nor  the  Prince 
Imperial — entered  with  the  army  by  the  Arc  de  Triomphe, 
and  marched  through  the  Champs  Elys^cs.  The  Palais 
d'Industrie  and  Cirque  Imperial  were  assigned  to  the 
German  troops,  and  a  strong  French  force  guarded  the  line 
which  separated  the  occupied  districts  from  the  remainder 
of  the  city.  The  day  passed  off  without  serious  accideut, 
but  was  kept  throughout  Paris  as  one  of  mourning. 

The  ratification  of  the  Treaty  by  the  National  Assembly 
having  been  notified  by  M.  Jules  Favre  to  Count  Bismarck, 
Paris  was  evacuated  by  the  Germana  on  the  2nd  of  March, 
and  thus  tbe  homeward  march  of  the  victorious  army  was 
begun. 
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'CHAPTER  XXIV. 

In  the  last  chapter  of  the  earlier  volume  of  this  Wir 
Correspondence  a  short  account  was  given  of  the  Frenek 
Peasant  Belief  Fund,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  benero- 
lent  sympathy  excited  by  accounts  published  in  the  DaSf 
News  of  the  extreme  misery  and  want  to  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  French  villages  had  been  reduced  by  tlie 
war.  The  good  work  has  been  continued  without  inter- 
ruption, as  without  ostentation,  to  the  date  of  the  publiei- 
tion  of  this  volume ;  and  by  the  end  of  February,  1S71, 
more  than  £20,600  had  been  contributed  by  the  public  fiir 
the  humane  object  of  tho  Fund.  Included  in  this  amount 
is  £161,  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  delivered  by  the  Eer. 
Pere  Ilyacinthe  at  the  Hanover  Square  Booms,  which  were 
handed  over  for  the  purposes  of  the  Fund.  At  the  request  of 
several  friends  of  the  undertaking,  and  of  purchasers  of  the 
previous  volume,  we  subjoin  a  selection  of  letters  from  the 
gentlemen  and  ladies  who  have  co-operated  in  the  work  of 
relief  in  France.  Of  Mr.  Bullock's  unremitting  laboura  we 
can  only  once  more  state  that  they  have  been  invaluable, 
guided  as  they  have  always  been  by  a  judgment  equal  to  his 
generosity.  The  following  are  extracts  from  some  of  his 
letters : — 

Falaise^near  VouzierSf  Nov.  9. — Although  to  eyes  like  my  owd 
accustomed  to  the  almost  daily  spectacle  of  Bazeilles— 
which  is  a  most  awful  memorial  of  human  vengeauce, 
wreaked,  too,  on  victims  of  whose  innocence  I  have  been 
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at  the  utmost  pains  to  convince  myself,  a  Bpectncle  in 
itself  more  tlian  enougli  to  make  one  despair  of  nine- 
teenth-century or  any  otlier  kind  of  ciTilization^it  is 
hardiy  possible  for  any  sight  to  appear  melancholy  in 
comparison ;  yet  the  aapect  of  the  blackened  ruins  of 
some  thirty  houses  at   cither  end  of  this  unfortunate 

-  villnge  impressed  me  afresh  this  tnoruing  with  the  dread- 
ful and  literal  reality  of  what  are  called  the  horrors  of 
war.     With    the    eiceptioa,    however,   of    Beaurepaire, 

.  which  nine  days  ago  if  as  a  hamlet,  containing  about  thirty 
lamilies,  but  is  now  a  little  Bazeilles,  with  a.  single  family 

'  lodging  in  the  single  outhouse  which  remains,  I  am 
rejoiced  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  march  of  the 
German  armios  was  not  traceable  by  burnt  bouses  or 
villages,  or  any  conspicuous  exterior  marks  of  wholesale 
iIl- vast  at  ion.  Of  interior  pillage  I  heard  everywhere; 
but,  unwittingly,  an  almost  irreparable  injury  has  been 
doatj  to  the  peasant-farmers  by  the  iiassage  of  the  Ger- 
mans, in  whose  wake  the  rinderpest  followed  so  destruc- 

'  tively,  that  in  the  commune  of  Grand  Pre  alone,  which 
before  the  war  pogsessed  from  24u  to  230  horned  cattle, 
only  fourteen  now  remain!  A  tennnt-larmer  namedHunin, 
with  whom  I  lunched  yesterday  at  his  farm  of  Barben- 
^oti,  iuthe  immediate  vicinity  of  Grand  Pre,  informed  me 
that  he  had  buried  seventy-four  beasts  in  four  days,  the 
great  majority  helongiug  to  the  German  troops,  and 
(juartered  on  him  for  treatment.  Of  his  own  stock  of 
siity-six  beasts  before  the  war,  but  one  cow  and  one  calf 
remain,  fourteen  having  died  of  the  cattle  plague,  eight 
having  been  earned  off  by  the  Germans,  and  forty-four 
having  been  sold  in  Belgium  or  elsewhere,  for  what  they 
would  fetch,  to  save  them  from  otherwise  inevitable 
destruction. 

The  hamlet  of  Beaurepure  (for  the  immediate  relief  of 
which  I  left  100  francs  in  money  preparatory  to  sending 
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clothes  and  provisions)  was  fired  on  Mondaj,  October  II, 
by  a  party  of  German  troops,  sent  for  that  pnipoie  tf 
the  Commandant  of  Grand  Pr6,  in  conaeqaenee  of  fli 
presence  of  Francs-tireurs  in  the  woods  between  Oiul 
Pr6  and  Youziers,  who  harass  the  Gernuma  on  tUr 
march  between  the  above-named   places.     A  foitiu^ 
since  a  German  captain  and  several  soldiers  were  ihik 
dead  on  the  road,  and  it  was  considered  necessaiy  to  at 
an  example  of  the  result  of  harbouring  Francs-tirean  tf 
burning  the  village  suspected  of  the  crime.     But  if  vmA 
Prancs-tireurs  come  into  a  village  to  provision  themselfok 
how  ^18  it  possible  for  the  innocent  villagers  to  wali 
them,  even  if  they  had  the  will  P    So  the  village  geli 
burned,  and  the  women  and  little  children  are  unhoniei 
at  the  beginning  of  winter,  besides  losing  the  bulk  i 
their  linen,  clothes,  and  bed  furniture,  which,  for  tk 
sake  of  the  credit  of  the  Germans,  I  regret  to  say,  is,  ti 
a  rule,  as  far  as  my  evidence  extends  at  present,  plun- 
dered, in  the  first  instance,  by  the  German  soldiers,  sol 
then  sold  by  them  to  the  Jews  or  others,  who  are  reported 
to  follow  the  camp  in  waggons,  which  are  despatdied  to 
the  rear    whenever    an  opportunity    occurs.     Of  tlui 
infamous  traffic  I  have  for  the  last  four  weeks  bees 
collecting  frequent  indications,  which  almost  amount  tP 
proof,  although  it  is  necessary  to  be  unusually  wary  ia 
accepting  French  evidence  against  the  Germans. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Bullock  reports  the  death 
of  Dr.  Davis,  the  coloured  physician,  one  of  the  noblest 
martyrs  of  this  war : — 

Sedan,  Nov,  30.— I  grieve  to  have  to  report  the  death  of 
Dr.  Davis,  the  coloured  physician,  which  took  place  on 
Sunday  last,  November  27,  at  Pont  Mangy,  where  he 
was  devoting  himself  to  every  kind  of  good  work,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  operatives  and  peasantry  of  the  sur- 
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rounding  villages.  Dr.  Davis's  dealli  will  be  felt  as  an 
irreparable  loss,  for  in  him  the  highest  enthusiasiii  for 
the  cause  in  vrhich  he  nas  engaged  vas  combined  with 
great  scientific  attainments.  Dr.  Davis  had  but  just  re- 
turned from  a  ten  days'  visit  to  England,  during  which 
he  bad  worked  so  bard  in  soliciting  aid  for  bis  poor 
people,  and  travelled  so  continuoualy,  that  he  vraa  quite 
worn  out  when  he  got  back  to  Pont  Mangy.  In  spite 
of  his  fatigue,  Dr.  Davia  insisted  on  Tisiting  the  military 
hospital  at  Sedan,  nhere,  going  through  the  smallpox 
ward,  lie  caught, as  is  supposed,  the  disease,  which  carried 

■  him  off.  During  those  trying  weeks  which  followed  tho 
battle  of  Sedan,  Dr.  Davis  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of 
several  hundred  wounded  B.ivarians,  whom  he  found  in 
tho  direst  need  of  medical  aid  and  proper  nourishment. 
Out  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  him  by  a  few  friends,  he 
entirely  supported  his  amhulanee,  where — if  ray  memory- 
does  not  fail  me— on  taking  the  management  upon  liim- 
ficlf,  he  found  nothing  but  a.  bottle  of  brandy  and  two 
lemons.  Even  before  his  wounded  Bavarians  were  off 
bis  hands.  Dr.  Davis  formed,  and  actually  carried  out, 
the  project  of  establishing  soup-kitchens  at  Pont  Slangy 
and  Balan,  in  hebalf  of  the  peasantry,  of  whose  eitreme 
waut  he  was  painfully  aware.  For  he  was  assailed  on  all 
sides  by  the  poor,  who  came  daily  in  so  distressed  and 
emaciated  a  condition  to  consult  bim,  that  he  decided 
that  nourishing  soup  was  the  best  medicine  to  prescribe 
for  the  majority.  Finding  during  Dr.  Davis's  illnesa  that 
these  soup-kitchens  were  much  in  want  of  fund?,  witli  a 
probability  of  their  beuuficent  operations  being  speedily 
arrested,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  subsidize  them  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £200  on  Friday  last,  fornhich  sum  Mr.  Hugmau 
{Dr.  Davis's  assistant)  gave  me  an  acknowledgment.  I 
am  happy  lo  say  that,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  there  will  he 
no  interruption  to  the  soup  distribution,  for  the  Pont 
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Mangy  kitchen  will  be  carried  on,  I  beliere,  bjKBL 
Crookshanks,  and  that  of  Balan  hy  thooe  energetieHl 
devoted  ladies,  the  Misses  Gulden,  sisters  of  the  I^ 
testant  pasteur. 

So  keen  was  Dr.  Davis  about  his  aonp-kitchens,  tUi 
short  time  ago,  when  Miss  Gulden  told  him  tiiak  te 
was  not  sufficient  soup  for  all  the  applicants,  he  tooklk 
watch  out  of  his  pocket,  which  he  had  gained  as  a  pnr 
at  college,  declaring  ho  would  rather  sell  even  that  tfas 
suffer  any  to  go  away  without  soup.  The  Unirenitiftf  | 
Aberdeen,  where  Dr.  Davis  took  his  degree  of  ILB, 
may  well  be  proud  of  him,  and  Barbadoea,  where  he  a 
bom,  will  hand  down  his  name  to  posterity  aa  s  hi^ 
example. 

Dr.  Davis's  memory  will  live  in  many  hearts  and  in  aerad 
lands,  under  various  skies,  but  nowhere  will  it  be  bos 
treasured  than  in  the  villages  about  Pont  Mangy,  vheaee; 
for  years  to  come,  one  may  venture  to  prophesy,  pt 
grimages  will  be  made  to  the  grave  of  *'  the  good  negit 
doctor,'*  in  the  quiet  nook  at  Fond  de  Qivonne,  when 
he  was  laid  yesterday.    To  that  grave  he  was  followed^ 
a  long  stream  of  sorrowing  peasantry — a  moat  toudiioe 
and  eloquout  tribute  to  the  memory  of  him  whoae  dcro- 
tion  to  them  had  cost  Dr.  Da\is  his  life  ia  the  flower  £ 
his  youth.    There  w^re  not  many  dry  eyes  when  TL 
Philipoteau,  the  Mayor  of  Sedan,  concluded  his  addies 
by  the  following  words : — "  Must  it  not  be  that  Gol 
recompenses  those  who,  like  you,  fall  victims  to  tbfir 
charity  and  devotion  ?     Have  we  not  the  right  to  aflim 
to  this  numerous  assembly,  that,  dying  at  the  age  d 
twenty-eight  for  the  love  of  your  kind,  you  have  founi 
there  on  high  a  bright  immortality  ?    May  our  ravagri 
districts  not  be  long  in  finding  a  worthy  Buccesaor  of  the 
good  works  of  him  who  was  known  to  us  aa  ^le  bon 
docteur  noir!'     Adieu,  Dr.  Davis,  adieu!    or  rather, 
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II  reooir!  if  only,  one  day,  God  might  grant  ub  an  end- 
ing resembling  yours,  however  slightly." 

,t  yesterdny'3  ceremony  French,  Germans,  and  English 
attended  imIifFerently,  and  the  presence  of  IIoit  Strenger, 
the  Prussian  SouB-Prcfet  of  Sedan,  was  a  most  satiafiictory 
proof  of  the  friendly  feeling  of  the  German  authorities 
towards  the  efforts  of  neutrals  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of 
war. 

tTlie  following  letters  were  written  by  Miaa  Cross,  of 
Teybridge,  a  lady  nho  has  taken  a  most  active  and  self- 
enjing  part  in  the  admmiatrution  of  the  Fund : — 

JeAin,  Dee.  13. — On  my  arrival  at  Sedan  I  had  the  cood 
fortune  to  be  at  once  introduced  to  the  family  of  the 
resident  Protestant  pastor.  I  found  thoni  devoting  their 
whole  time  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the  numerous 
sufferers  by  the  present  war.  They  had  already  estab- 
lished two  soup-kitchens  in  t!ie  villages  of  Pont  Mangy 
and  Balan.  Another  was  urgently  needed  at  Givonne, 
a  large  village  four  miles  from  Sedan,  with  1,400  inhabi- 
tants, whose  honses  had  been  pillaged  and  wbose  looms 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  German  soldiers.  Funds 
were  needed  ;  and  Mr.  Bullock,  seeing  how  urgent  was 
the  necessity  that  nourishment  should  at  once  be  given 
to  the  starving  inhabitants,  whose  only  complaint  was 
want  of  work,  decided  to  devote  some  of  the  money 
collected  by  the  Bail-f  Newt  for  that  purpose.  But  to 
propose  and  to  dispose  arc  two  very  different  things, 
"We  at  once  set  to  work  to  call  on  the  Mairea  and  Cures 
of  Givonne,  Daigny,  lily,  La  Chapelle,  and  La  Moncelle 
— small  villages  near  Givonne.  We  asked  from  the 
Maires  a  list  of  the  poorest  inhabitants,  especially  those 
without  any  prospect  of  work.  This  was  promised 
without  fail  that  day,  or  tiie  nest  at  latest.  "With  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  we  managed  to  get  possession  of 
V  V  -1 
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a  kitchen  in  an  empty  house,  the  landlord  kindly  giving 
it  us  rent  free.  Mdlle.  Gulden  then  secured  the  eer^ 
vices  of  an  excellent  woman  to  make  the  aoup,  one 
accustomed  to  the  work,  and  who  had  spent  the  lax 
three  months  in  nursing  and  cooking  for  the  sick,  under 
the  management  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  deeply  regretted 
coloured  doctor. 

The  meat,  bread,  vegetables,  fuel,  all  were  ordered  for 
a  certain  day,  but  no  lists  wore  forthcoming.  The  whole 
country  was  white  with  snow,  the  cold  intense,  most  of 
the  cottages  fireless,  the  people  shivered  under  their 
miserable  garments ;  the  soup  was  ready  waiting  for 
them,  but  how  were  we  to  get  them  together  without 
the  lists  ?  "  Cela  ne  presse  pas,  que  voulez-vous  ?  "  m 
the  men,  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets.  At  lost  we 
have  the  names  of  all  the  people,  and  we  want  to  Ke 
with  our  own  eyes  how  they  live  from  day  to  day. 
They  are  thankful  for  the  bacon  that  has  been  lately 
distributed  by  your  Society,  and  very  thankful  for  the 
warm  clothing ;  they  point  with  pride  to  the  one  blanket 
which  somehow  manages  to  cover  a  whole  family  for  the  ^ 
night.  The  very  clothes  from  the  women's  backs  have 
been  sold  by  the  Germans.  "  T,  who  had  three  dozen 
shirts  in  the  house,  have  only  this  remaining  to  me," 
said  a  bright-eyed,  handsome  woman,  pressing  close  her 
miserable-looking  baby.  It  was  a  great  consolation  to 
think  that  the  good  soup  would  bring  colour  and  beauty 
into  the  child's  face.  The  following  day  we  lit  our  first 
fire  in  the  dirty  and  damp  kitchen  ;  the  stoves  and  other 
kitchen  appliances  were  cracked  and  unavailable,  the 
handle  of  the  pump  would  not  work,  the  water  looked 
muddy,  and  things  generally  were  cheerless,  but  our 
good  cook  did  not  lose  heart.  "Tou  will  see  to- 
morrow when  you  come  things  will  be  cleaner,  and  the 
soup  will  be  ready  by  mid-day."    So  we  left  her,  and  set  • 
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iff  on  our  nny  back  to  Sedan,  with  the  bdow  still  falling, 
nnd  the  roads  in  a  dreadful  sta.te.  Here  sod  there  a 
rough  wooden  cross  stood  out  from  the  Burrounding 
uliiteneas,  marking  the  place  where  are  buried,  oae  on 
the  top  of  aDOthcr,  hundreds  of  men  who  fell  on  the 
baitle-fielda  round  Sedan.  Mdlle,  Gulden  pointed  out 
to  me  the  churches  and  cottages  where  the  wounded 
were  thrown  in.  These  ladies  attended  to  their  wants 
day  and  night,  siirinking  from  none  of  the  horrors  of 
their  self-imposed  duties,  but  still  hundreds  of  lives  were 
Bftcrificed   for  the   want  of  immediate  attention.     One 

.  mnn,  who  had  hia  leg  amputated,  escaped  during  the 
night  from  the  sleepy  Burveillance  of  the  infirtniere, 
and  in  his  delirium  dragged  himself  out  on  to  the 
road  as  far  as  (l  cottage.  The  woman  within,  hearing 
a  moaning  cry,  opened  the  door,  and  saw  before  her, 
in  the  moonlight,  a  man  grovelling  on  the  ground  in 
his  night-shirt.  She  lifted  him  in  as  well  as  she  could, 
and  offered  him  something  to  drink.  "  Non,  non." 
cried  the  sufferer,  pushing  the  cup  from  him ;  "j'aisoif 
de  ma  mere,  j'ai  eoif  de  ma  mere,"  He  believed  his 
mother  was  coming  to  him,  and  h«  had  gone  out  to  meet 
her.     He  died  the  next  day  with  liis  thirst  unsatisfied. 

Our  second  day  at  Givonne  was  upon  the  whole  satis- 
factory. We  started  from  Sedan  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  with  the  snow  thickly  falling,  but  we  bad  a 
warm  welcome  in  our  kitchen.  The  cook  was  busy 
among  the  pots,  the  pump-handle  proved  tractable ;  only 
the  great  chaudron,  which  was  a  fixture,  nas  not  yet  in 
■working  order,  so  that  we  were  short  of  our  soup,  and 
could  only  allow  the  people  of  Givonne  to  come.  At  a 
filed  hour  they  began  to  besiege  the  door,  and  were 
admitted  four  at  a  time.  We  armed  ourselves  with 
ladles,  and  began  in  good  earnest  helping  the  soup, 
cutting  up  the  bread,  and  apportioning  the  little  pieces 
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of  boiled  beef  taken  out  of  the  EM>up,  which  are  looked 
upon  as  great  delicacies.  The  curious  receptacles  brougbt 
to  hold  the  soup  were  not,  I  grieve  to  state,  sufficioiUj 
clean  for  so  great  an  occasion ;  "  Mais  que  voulez-TOUB  en 
temps  de  guerre?"  is  the  constant  excuse.  We  forgot 
our  own  hunger  in  our  all-engrossing  employment,  and 
were  very  thankful  at  the  end  of  the  daj  to  take  up 
the  fragments  that  remained,  and  drink  some  hot  cocoa 
before  returning  to  Sedan. 

On  our  arrival  at  Givonne  the  next  day,  we  found  the 
great  cauldron  in  working  order,  and  already  sending 
out  great  volumes  of  steam,  so  we  felt  sure  that  on  this 
day  no  one  would  be  sent  empty  away.  The  talkative 
crowd  once  more  besieged  the  door,  waiting  hopefully  in 
the  cold  for  the  warm  soup.  More  thaji  four  hundred  of 
the  most  necessitous  received  their  portions,  and  the 
generous  givers  to  the  JDatVy  News  Fund  would  bavo 
been  satisfied  if  they  had  seen  the  eager  and  thankful 
way  the  miserable  people  received  their  soup.  A  grett 
many  were  so  disfigured  by  suffering  and  starvation  that 
their  faces  seemed  hardly  human;  some  could  scarcely 
got  up  enough  voice  to  answer  to  their  names.  There 
v.as  no  pushing  or  quarrelling,  and  they  patiently  waited 
out  in  the  falling  snow  for  their  turn.  One  little  girl, 
twelve  years  old,  who  bravely  walked  some  miles  to  get 
the  soup  for  her  family  at  Balan,  replied,  when  asked  if 
she  did  not  find  it  too  far,  "  Ah,  no ;  for  such  good  soup 
one  would  walk  many  miles.**  The  last  I  saw  of  her  was 
lying  in  bed  (from  which  Mdlle.  Gulden  had  removed 
her  two  little  sisters)  dying  patiently  of  typhus  fever; 
her  mother  and  the  two  sisters  were  all  ill  of  the  same 
fever,  and,  there  being  only  two  beds  in  the  house,  the 
two  little  ones  were  put  beside  the  one  that  was  doomed. 
She  died  the  following  day  as  bravely  as  she  had  lived. 

SedaUt  Jan,  10. — We  were  prevented  from  going  to  the 
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distribution  of  Boup  at  Givonne  one  day,  and  we  found 

tbings  Lad  not  gone  on  so  well  in  our  absence.  Some  of 
the  recipients  tried  by  all  manner  of  menna  to  obtain 
more  thaa  tlieir  juat  portionB;  the  weakest  went  to  the 
wall,  and  there  woh  pushing  and  quarrelling.  My  com- 
panion made  a  most  telling  epeech  to  the  assembly 
before  wc  commenced  operntions,  eayiiig  that  the  Soci^te 
Anglaise  would  at  once  abut  up  the  kitchen  if  they  made 
any  difference  in  their  behaviour  ■when  we  were  not  there. 
The  assembly,  with  many  anxious  geBtienlations,  pro- 
mised everything  under  the  sun.  "We  then  had  the  bard 
task  to  perform  of  striking  out  of  the  Hat  some  who, 
though  poor  enough,  bad  already  obtained  work  ;  others 
who  were  mendicanta  by  profession,  and  whom  the  war 
had  in  no  way  allectcd ;  and  others  wbo  bad  misrepre- 
sented their  poverty.  So  littie  rancour,  however,  did  a 
shaky  old  woman  bear  to  one  of  the  fimlt-findere,  that 
she  offered  "  ma  fille,"  as  she  called  me,  her  chaufl'rette, 
"  as  the  floor  was  not  made  for  siicb  feet."  These  unre- 
liable, clever,  Btarving  French  peasants,  bearing  their 
eufferings  heroically,  have  to  be  luannged  with  strictnesB. 
ilt  would  be  wholly  disheartening  to  combat  eo  much 
lying  and  deceit  if  it  were  not  for  the  many  bright 
instances  of  self-abnegation,  of  untold  misery,  and  a  quiet 
resignation  to  all  the  namelesB  horrors  of  this  terrible 
war.  Large  as  are  the  suras  setit  from  England,  and  in- 
numerable as  are  the  garments  worked  by  English  bands, 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  keep  in  miud  that  we  must  hus- 
band our  resources  for  still  harder  times,  and  employ  the 
'  fund  strictly  in  the  relief  of  the  actually  starving  French 
I  peasantry.  The  nest  four  months  would  have  been  for 
P  them  a  time  of  hopeless  desolation  if  England  had  not 
come  promptly  to  their  aid;  and  this  splendid  promise 
of  grain  will  have  more  effect  upon  them  morally  than 
even  the  warm  clothing  or  the  soup.     The  prospect  of 
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sowing  the  graiD  will  rouse  them  from  their  apatbetie  de> 
spair ;  it  will  give  them  work  for  the  present,  and  hope 
for  the  future.  When  the  men  are  not  hanging  Uatleaahr 
about  the  doors  of  their  untidj  cottages,  thej  are  *'en 
requisition  '*  for  the  Germans,  i.e,  employed  to  draw 
about  goods  for  the  army  with  the  horse  and  cart  that 
in  brighter  days  was  the  peasant's  greatest  pride.  Day 
after  day  they  are  employed  to  serve  the  enemy,  and  it 
would  be  idle  to  expect  them  to  put  any  heart  into  their 
work.  Many  stories  are  told  of  the  cruel  exactions  of 
the  Prussians,  and  no  doubt  the  stories  are  true.  £zao- 
tions  must  be  made,  and  during  war  the  brutal  nature  of 
man  comes  uppermost ;  but  there  are,  on  the  other  hand, 
numberless  acts  of  humane  kindness  shown  to  the  soffer- 
ing  peasantry  by  the  invading  forces;  one  and  all  seem 
to  be  particularly  kind  to  children.  The  other  day  a  big 
stolid  German  seized  a  baby  from  a  terrified  nurse, 
covered  it  with  kisses,  returned  it,  and  passed  silently 
on  his  way.  One  meets  on  the  road  genial  and  kindly 
faces,  with  the  square  heavy  chin  and  keen  shrewd 
eyes ;  never  that  unreadable  look  in  the  countenance 
that  is  a  puzzling  element  in  a  Frenchman's  face.  In 
passing  along  the  beautiful  high  road  that  leads  from 
Sedan  to  Givonne  one  forgets  for  a  time  the  all-pervading 
misery.  The  road  seems  so  peaceful  and  silent,  now  that 
the  snow  has  covered  the  blood-red  earth ;  only  the 
rough -hewn  crosses  or  a  flock  of  greedy  crows  recall  the 
terrible  waste  of  life.  Three  Uhlans  come  ridbg  abreast 
between  groves  of  leafless  trees,  whose  topmost  branches 
have  been  carried  away  by  the  cannon  balls  ;  their  lances 
are  at  rest  on  their  stirrups,  and  as  they  approach  nearer 
one  is  struck  by  their  unwarlike  appearance.  They  ride 
perfectly,  but  boyish  commonplace  faces  peer  out  of  the 
black  helmets.  Then  come  the  little  beggars :  **  Un  pen 
de  charity,"  whines  one.     "  Tiens ! "  cries  another,  draw- 
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ing  away  her  companion,  with  a  gleaming  smile,  "ellea 
BOot  lea  Damea  de  la  Soupe." 

We  have  just  returned  from  Mezieres,  the  deplorable 
condition  of  which  town  has  already  been  described  in 
your  columns.  We  were  only  able  to  get  inforniation 
from  the  mayor.  As  yet  nothing  can  be  done.  He  says 
the  people  have  at  present  plenty  to  eat;  what  they  have 
not,  they  take  ;  but  tlie  thing  first  to  be  done  is  to  lodge 
them  elsewhere  ;  the  air  of  the  town  is  suffocating  with 
tho  smell  of  burning  bodies.  A  hundred  have  already 
been  taken  from  the  cellars.  A  crowd  had  collected 
round  an  opening.  "  What  is  it  ?  "  we  aak.  "  Thirteen 
dead  bodies."  We  pass  on  amidst  the  falling  walls,  the 
overiianging  beams.  One  feels  as  if  one  were  playing 
a  part  (and  that  a  helpless  one)  in  some  terrible  tragedy. 
The  peculiar  look  of  a  street  with  the  houses  on  each 
aide  completely  gutted ;  the  people  silently  and  in  a 
dazed  way  passing  up  and  down  it.  Is  it  all  a  dark 
dream  ?  Can  it  be  true  that  while  we  in  Sedan  were 
liatening  to  the  booming  of  the  cannon  on  New  Year's 
Day,  thinking  it  was  only  the  preliminary  fright  the 
Prussians  were  giving  to  the  inhabitants  before  the  white 
flag  was  hoisted,  that  the  people  were  being  driven  wild 
with  the  fury  of  the  lire,  the  noise  of  the  cannon,  and 
tho  crumbling  of  their  houses  P  An  unhappy  woman 
sheltered  herself  in  iier  cellar  to  give  birth  to  a  son ;  the 
house  fell  in,  and  she  was  found,  charred  and  burning, 
with  the  little  one  carefully  wrapped  in  her  petticoat. 
And  they  have  only  begun  to  dig  out  tlie  bodies.  The 
Prussian  soldiers  are  at  work,  too.  We  see  people 
banging  over  tlie  bridge.  "  What  is  it  ? "  we  ask, 
"  Only  a  leg."  We  were  not  able  to  enter  any  of  the 
cellars,  though  we  heard  people  were  still  living  in  them ; 
nor  were  we  allowed  to  approach  the  church.  The 
Bteeple  is  eipected  to  fall  down  every  minute, 
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Sedan^  Jan,  20. — ^Yesterday  we  went  to  see  some  of  tl« 
families  ayIio  are  suffering  from  the  Jievre  de  la  gutm 
— in  other  words,  famine  fever.    I  don't  think  it  ii  cm 
the  increase,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  diminish  mud} 
the  rate  of  mortality,  especially  among  children^  would 
be  very  high,  if  it  were  not  for  the  help  sent  from 
England.     AVe  found  one  poor  mother  in  a  state  of 
stupefied  despair,  hanging  over  the  bed  of   her  little 
daughter,  who  looked  aa  if  she  had  not  many  hours  to 
live — the  eyes  closed,  the  face  drawn-looking  and  greji 
and  the  pulse  very  high.     She  was  gasping  for  bresih, 
and  the  poor  woman  was  trying  to  rouse  her.     ''If  this 
one  dies,"  said  she,  gazing  at  her  child  with  sombre 
tearless  eyes,  "  it  will  be  the  worst  I  can  go  through." 
The  sufl'ering  little  head  lay  upon  one  of  those  uncom- 
fortable paper  cushions.    The  father  lay  in  another  bed 
near  his  child,  his  cheeks  flushed,  and  his  sad  eager  ejei 
following  every  movement  of  the  little  sufierer.     We 
left  wine,  concentrated  milk,  and  cheese  for  the  womso, 
who,  since  the  illness  of  her  husband  and  child,  had 
lived  upon  a  little  bread  and  bacon,  lying  in  a  dirty 
comer  of  the  floor.    She  had  not  thought  of  asking  one 
of  her  neighbours  to  fetch  her  bouillon  from  the  kitchen. 
She  gets  it  now,  and  her  husband  has  lemons  and  sugsr 
to  make  a  refreshing  drink.    To-day  we  found  the  little 
one  lyiug  quiet  and  white — the  expression  of  pain  had 
left  her  lace ;  there  will  be  no  more  sufiering  for  her. 
As  for  the  mother,  it  seems  hard  that  one  woman  should 
have  so  much  to  bear ;  her  mother  and  sister  died  of  the 
same  fever,  and  her  husband  now  raves  in  his  delirium 
about  his  broken  and  burnt  utensils.    He  was  a  thriving 
ironmonger  at  Bazeilles,  and  in  a  comer  of  the  room  lie, 
in  a  little  heap,  the  smashed  implements  of  his  trade. 
My  companion  promised  him  new  irons ;  so  that  when 
he  got  better  he  could  begin  to  work  again  at  once.     A 
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gJcani  of  liope  pasded  over  hia  troubled  face  for  a  moment; 
but  then  he  glanced  at  the  little  inotionleea  white  head 
on  the  opposite  bed,  and  sank  back  again  on  his  pillow. 
They  lice  now  in  a  sort  of  loft — very  dirty  and  cheer- 
less, and  with  no  meaoB  of  ventilation  except  by  the 
constant  noisy  opening  of  the  door  by  the  kind-hearted 
but  iudiflcreet  neighbours,  who  talk  and  groan  in  loud 
voices  boside  the  eick  beds,  and  express  tbeir  opinion  to 
the  pstients  that  they  won't  recorer.  A  little  farther  on 
Jivca  A  family  of  seven  in  one  small  room  ;  two  are  down 
with  fever,  and  four  were  ill  in  bed.  The  ascent  to  the 
i-oom  was  entirely  dark,  which  iraa  perhaps  aa  well;  the 
dirt  of  ages  was  on  the  atairs,  the  siveepiugs  from  the 
ilid'erent  rooms  being  deposited  on  the  steps.  It  would 
be  heartiesa  to  suggest  to  a  half-starved,  overworked 
mother  of  seven  children  the  cleaning  of  the  stairs ;  nor 
would  the  father,  suffering  froni  the  "  saisissement  de  la 
guerre,"  and  sitting  helpless  and  patient  in  the  chimney 
comer,  see  the  necessity  of  rousing  himself  to  set  right 
the  disordered  menage.  His  loom  is  burnt,  and  bis  life 
and  energy  have  gone  with  it.  "What  I  ought  to  do  is 
to  take  a  broom  and  shovel  and  set  about  it  myself.  I 
have  not  done  it,  and  can  find  no  excuse  for  roysel£ 
There  is  not  nearly  so  much  iliaess  at  Givonne  since  the 
establishment  of  the  soup-kitchen,  and  I  hear  the  same 

mark  in  other  pliices  nhere  they  have  been  established. 
The  little  girls  in  bright  now  English  petticoats,  a  co- 
quettiiih  English  searf  or  handkerchief  round  theirnecks, 
and  their  black  hair  tucked  back  under  quaint  caps. 
"la  it  necessary,"  asks  a  pleading  little  voice,  "to  go 
back  for  the  forgotten  ticket  'i  "• — "  Tes,  quite  necessary," 

9  answer ;  otherwise  the  number  of  the  family  is  apt 
to  be  strangely  multiplied.  I  have  known  a  family 
increase,  in  the  space  of  an  hour,  from  five  to  eight 
persons.      We   use  701bs.  of    beef  at  5S   centimes   a 
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pound,  and  40lb8.  of  bread  daily.  Trade  is  reviying  at 
Givonne  since  the  English  gold  is  paid  so  regularly 
once  a  week  to  butchers,  bakers,  and  grocers.  No  ques- 
tionable **  bons,"  but  ready  money,  which  is  the  crying 
need  just  now.  If  the  Society  could  keep  up  the  soup- 
kitchens  for  two  months  longer,  it  would  be  the  surest 
means  of  staying  the  plagues  of  famine  and  fever.  The 
much  longed-for  blankets  have  arrived  from  England, 
and  are  being  promptly  distributed.  All  that  one  hears 
here  is  false  news ;  we  know  nothing  of  what  is  happen- 
ing, except  from  the  Daily  News,  which  is  our  only 
literature,  and  one  feels  guilty  in  reading  even  that 
when  there  are  so  many  calls  on  one*s  time. 
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(Aiumia,  Auflralia,  Indi^J    Uv  Sir  Ch*klm Wkst- 
\:.i:i,il.V. Ffurik oral Ctu^pcr Edition.  Crown 8to.  6*. 
^E!ti)itii!iiri/  Treatise  on  Determinants. 
410.    1(M.  6d. 

Honj  of  Christian  Lita-ature 
fpecUli  of  the  Apostles  to  the 

■D.     Three  Tola.  Bto.  doli.    31*. 
'^  Hastings  I>oyle,  Professor 
■  ivcrsily  of  Oxford. 
s,  and  oOier  Poevis. 
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Drew. —  Works  hy  W,  H.  Drew,  M,A, 

A  Geometrical  Treatise  on  Conic  Sections. 

Pimrth  Edition,    Crnwn  8yo.     ■**.  fld. 
Solutions  to  Prohlemj  contained  in  Di-ew'i 
Conic  Sections. 
Croim  Svo.    ii.  Bil. 
DOeer  (Albhecht).— r/w:  History  of  tlic  Life  of  AlbrecM 
D^rer  of  Nii/rnbcrg,  vntii  a  Translation  of  his  Letters 
and  Journal,  and  sortie  Account  of  hie  Works. 

B;  Urs.  Cuakles  Hfii.TOK.     With  Tbirty  Pbotugnphic  uid 
AaCotyiH  ItloatratiaiiB.     Royal  8ro.  Sin.  61^. 

Early  Eiji/pfian  History  for  tfie  Young. 

Witli  Dwcriptioua  of  tho  TombKandMonumeuts, 
with  Frontiapieco.     Fcap.  Svo.     6», 

Eastwood. — The  Bible  Word  Book. 

A  OIoBBory  of  OM  English  BiWe  Words.    By  J.  EAfTwoOD, 
M.A.   of  St.  JoIiu'b  College,   (■"-■---■ 
Triuity  Collcpi,  Ciirabridge 


I  Treatise  on 
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md  W.  Aldib  "WRTQir. 
ISma.     5i.   Sd,     Uiiiform   1 
Macmilliui'a  Suhool  Class  & 
Ecce  Homo. 

A  Surrey  of  the  Lifo  oud  Work  of  JemiE  Christ-  iZi  Tliniuaiid. 
Crown  8vo.   04. 

Echoes  of  Many  Voices  from  Maw/  Lands. 

By  A.  F.     I8iua.  cloth,  extra  ^t.    3i.  Sd. 
Rdoah, — Note  Book  on  Pradiml  Solid  Geometry,  containing 
Probl«)iix  with  ITdp  for  Solutiork. 

liy  J.  H.  ED0.IH,  M.A.  ].echirer  on  MedmnicAl  Drawing  in  tlu 

Royal  .Sc^IiDol  of  Mioes,  Laudao.     Ito,     2s. 

Elam. — A  Physician's  ProbU-au. 

By  CuAtiuw  Elam,  M.D.  M.l.C.P.  Coatonta  :  Natural  Heri- 
tage— Ud  Doguaertiliatia  in  M*u — Gu  Moral  and  Criniinal 
Epidoniips— Body  v.  Mind— lUuBionB  sod  Hallucinalions— On 
SomuamlmlLBm — Keverie  and  Abttraction.    Ctdwd  Sto.     9(. 

Ellice. — English  Idylls. 

By  Jane  Ellice.     Fcap.  8yo.  cloth.   8». 
Elliott. — Life  of  Hennj  Venn  Elliott,  of  Brighton. 

By  JosiAH  Bateman,  M.A.  Aothor  of  "  Life  of  Daniel  Wilson, 

Bishop  of  Calcutta,"  4c,     With  Portrait,  engraved  Vj  Jt.kss. 

Crown  Svo.     Ss,  id. 
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Eele. — 7%(  Lfne  relatinif  to  Trade  Uniojis. 

By  Sir  WitHAM  Eei,k,  formerly  Chief  Jiutia«  iu  the  Comiuou 

Picas.     Crown  Svo.     8».  6d. 
Essays  on  Church  Policy. 

Edited  bj  the  BeT.  n'.  L.  Cl&t,  H.A.  Incumbsnt  of  Rsinhill, 

Liincnahire.     6vo.     Bn. 
Essays  on  a  Liberal  Educalion. 

By  Vdrion*  Writers.     Edited  by  tho  Rev.  F.  W.  Fabeab,  JLA. 

F.R.S.  &c.    Sttami  Bdilion,     &vd.     IOj.  U. 
Evans. — BroOier  Fabian's  Mamaeript,  and  other  Poems. 

By  SKBAfTtAK  Etans.     Fcap.  Sro.  oliXh.    9*. 
FabRar. — The  Fall  of  Man,  and  other  Sermons. 

By  the  Ro¥.   F.  W.   Farrab,    M.A.   Ulu   FcUow   of  Trinity 

College,  CunbriJi^.     Fcup,  Hvo.     6: 

Fawcett.—  Works  hj  Henrv  Pawcett,  NLP. 

yA«  Economic  Position  of  the  British  Labourer. 

Extra  fcap.  8vd.  E>. 

Manual  of  Political  Economt/. 
Seamd  Edition.     Crown  8to.     lii. 

Felloieship :  Letters  addressed  to  my  Sister  Mourners. 

Fcap.  8td.  doth  gilt.    3».  6rf, 
Ferrers. — A  Treatise  on  Trilinear  Co-ordinates,  the  Method 
of  Reciprocal  Polars,  and  tlic  Tlieory  of  Prvjeclions. 

Bv  the   Ret.   N.  M.  FEmteaa,  M.A.     Seamd  Edition.     Crnwn 

8»o.     6a.  6d. 
FLBTCa¥£.~Thouffhts  from  a  Girl's  Life. 

By  Leer  Fletcuf.h.     Stiond  SdUion.     Feup.  Sto.     4i.  id, 
FOEBES. — Life  of  Edward  Forbes,  FM.S. 

By  GeoBOB  Wilbtik,  U.D.  F.U.S.E.,  and  Abcuibald  Gk[K[B, 

F.as.     8vo.  with  Portmit.     1J». 
FOBBKS. — The  Voice  of  God  in  the  Pmlnis. 

By  GiUKVtLUC  FgBJiEs,  ReoU>r  of  Broughton.      Cruwn   Stu, 

fii.  ad. 
Fox. — On  the  I}ia(fno8is  and  Treatment  of  llic  Varieties  of 
Dyspepsia.,  considered  in  Relation  to  the  Faliioloffical 
Ongin^ihe  different  Forms  of  Indigestion. 

By  WILSON  Fox,  M.I).  Loud.  F.H.C.P.  Holme  Profoasor  of 
Ciinical  Medioine  at  Oniveniity  College,  Loudon,  and  Phji*iei«u 
to  Uniyersity  CnUege  Hospititl.  Soimd  Edition,  Demy  Svo. 
Ti.  id. 
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Fox. — On  ike  A  Hifidal  Production  of  Tubercle  in  ike  Lower 
Animals, 
ito.    Ss.  ed. 

Freeland.— r/ie  Fountain  of  Youth. 

Tr»nalaI«J  from  the  Danish  of  Fredmfk  Pnlndnn  Miiller. 
Humphrey  William   Fueklahc,   lute   M.P.   for  Cliichestcf. 
"With  Illustrations  designed  by  WiJtor  Allan.     Crown  8yo.     6«. 

Fkekmah. — History  of  Federal  Govemmcni  from,  ihe  Foun- 
dation of  th-e  Achaian  League  to  ths  DisruplioTi.  of  the 
United  States. 

By  Edwakp  a.  FnncMAif,  M.A.    Vol.  I.  Qenerd  latrodQctiQii. 
—History  of  tho  Giee-k  Feilerationa.    Sto.    21>. 
Old  English  HUtoy">i  for  Children. 

With  Five  Coloured  Maps.     Extrn  fcap.  ivn.     fl*. 

Frencu. — Shalspenreavn  Gencalogx-ca. 

P*HT  I. — Mrntifioaii-on  of  tho  Dmmatis  PFreoiue 

ricol  VXnyn.  from  ICiiifi  John  to  KitiR  Heuxy  VIII.;  NotM  __ 
Characters  in  Macbsth  anil  ICaoilflt :  Persona  and  Flares  belong- 
inR  to  WnrwickBhire  alluded  to.  Part  II. — The  f^hak^pean 
and  Arden  Families  and  their  Coimeetionai  with  Tnblea  of 
Doscoiit,     By  Oeokoe  RosBBLL  Fwwcn,    Sto.    15i. 

Frost, — The  First  Three  Sections  of  Newton's  Prineipia. 

With  Not«a  and  ProTjIems  in  IlUistratbn  of  the  Subject.  Bj 
Febcival  FnoBT,  U.A.    Second  Edition.    Svo.    lOi.  Sit. 

FSOST  AMD  WoLSTENHOUrtE. — A  Treatise  on.  Solid  Geo- 
metry. 

By  the  liev.  pERcrvAi.  Frost,  M.A.  and  the  Rer.  J.  'Woutek. 
KOLUE,  M.A.      8to.      18j. 

The  Sicilian  Expedition. 

Boinfc  Bnuka  VI.  iind  VII.  of  Thucydidea,  with  Notes.     B7  th* 
BeT.  P.  Frost,  M.A.     Ntia  Edition.     Fcap.  8yo,     Si. 
Fdbnivaix. — Le  Morte  Arthur. 

Edit«l  from  the  Hnrleian  M.S.  !259.  in  the  British  Uiumim. 
By  F.  J.  FtTRNiVALL,  M.A.  ■With  Essay  by  the  lat«  HBiuuur 
CoLEHiDQE.     Fcap.  3vo.     7).  64. 

Galton. — Works  hy  FavFcis  Galton,  F.R.S. 

Meteorof/raphica,  or  Methods  of  Mapping  the  Weathrr. 

Illustrated  by  npwarda  of  600  Printed  LJthouraphed  DiognuDa. 

By  Francis  Galton,  F.R.3.    4to,    9j. 
Sereditary  Genius,  its  Laws  and  Consequences. 

With  namerouB  illuatratire  Examples.  [In  the  T\im 
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LOarnett. — Idylh  and  Epvp-ams. 

Chiefly  from  Iho  Greek  Antbology.  By  Richard  GAtmnr, 
Fuap.  Svo.     2j.  9d. 

iKiE. — Works  hj  Akchibald  Geikie,  F.RS.  Director  of 
the  Geological  Survey  of  Scotland, 
Story  of  a  Boulder;  or,  Gleamrufs  by  a  Field  Geologist. 

Illustrated  with  WoodcuU.     Crown  810.     Cs. 
Scenery   of   Scotland,   viewed  in   connexion  -wilh    its 
Physical  Geology. 

With  IllostratiaiK  and  &  New  Oeological  Ua)i.  Cioini  Svo. 
10..  6rf. 

Elementary  Lesions  in  Physical  Geology,      [in  iLo  Press. 

Gdtord. — The  Qlory  of  God  in  Man. 

BjE.  H.  OifFOKD,  D.D.     Fcap.  ero.     Za.  td, 

Gladstone. — Juvenilis  Mundi :  Gods  and  Men  of  the  Greek 
Heroic  Age. 

With  Map  of  tho  outer  Geography  of  tho  Oilyssey.  By  the 
Eight  HoQ.  W.  E,  GLinaroNK,  M.P.    Cruwn  Svo.     lOi.  flit 

Ql(Ae  Editions : 

The  Complete  Works  of  William  Shakespeare. 

Eclilcd  by  W.  Q.  C|>BX  and  W.  AujisWaiGHr.  MinBty-first 
Thousand.     Gloha  Svo.     3*.  64. 

Morle  DArlkuT. 

Sir  TnoMA.H  Malosi's  Book  of  Kisa  ARTnim  andof  hiSDoliIe 
KMiouTBoftha  RoDKD  Table.  The  Edition  of  Cnitoo,  revised 
for  Uodem  use.  With  an  Inliodnctiou  by  Sir  Edwaud 
Stbachkv,  Bart,     Globe  Svo,     3».  flrf.     Second  Edition. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

With  Biographical  and  Critical  Essay  by  F,  T.  Palqiiait:, 
The  Poetical  Works  and  Zetters  of  Robert  Burns. 

Edited,  vith  Life  and  Olosssrial  Index,  by  ALBZANDEit  Smith. 

QlobB  8vo.     3»,  ed. 
The  Adventures  of  Sobinson-  Crusoe. 

Edited,  Tnim  tho  Oripn*!  Editions,  with  Introduction,  by  Henby 

Kl.fQBLET.     Globe  Sro.    3j.  Od. 

Goldsmith's  Miscellaneous  Works. 

With  Biogruphical  Es»y  by  Pbop.  Maesox,    Olobo  Svo,    Zs.  td. 
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Olobe  Editions: 

Alexander  Pope's  Poetical  Woriis. 

Edited,  with  Memoir  ftnd  Kotes,  hy  Phovubsob  WiEo. 
8Ta.     3s.  ed. 
Spenser's  Cotnplete  Works. 

Edited  bv  It.  MoitKis.     With  Memoir  Ly  J.  W.  I 
GIoliE  Sv^     Sg.  6<i. 

Other  aundard  Works  nre  la  the  Press. 
Olobe  A  tlas  of  Europe. 

Uuifonii  in  Sizo  with  UACUiLLAN'a  Globx  Sertbs.     Containing 
Forty-Ktght  Coloured  Maps  uu  the  same  scale,  Plaiis  nf  Londoa 
aiiili'arJEi,  mid  a  Oopiatulndez.  Strongly  booud  in  haUuionHMMj, 
with  Hexible  boi'k,  9i. 
GODFRA-Y. — An  EhTiientary  Treatise  on  the  Lunar  Theory. 
With  n  brief  Sketch  oC  tLu  Problom  up  to  the  tinia  of  Newton.  Bt 
Ilij-GH  GoufBAV,  M.A.  Steond Editiov  rrvixd.  CtoftuSvo.St.ii. 
A    Treatise   on  Astronomy,  for   Hie    Use   of   Coll^q,^ 
and  Schools.  .^fl 

By  HuoEi  GoDFUAT,  M.A.     Svo.     12*.  ed.  ^M 

Golden  Treasury  Scrirs  :  ^ 

UnifornilV  printed  in  ISmo,  with  Vignette  Titles  by  Sir  SOK. 

PaTON,    t.    WoOLNEB,     W.     HoLMAN   HtTNT,    J.    E.     MiLLAM. 

Aethus  Hnr.HKs,  tu.     EugmvcJ  on  Steel  by  Jecnb.     Bound 
in  extra  cloth,  it.  (bi. 
The  Golden  Treasury  of  the  Best  Songs  and  Lyrical 
Poems  in  the  English  Language. 

Selected  and  ajraugod,  with  Notes,  by  Fhakcib  TvnjiKK  Pal- 

Th^  ChUdren's  Garland  from  (he  Best  Poets. 

Selocttd  and  arnmged  by  Covkstry  Patiioi«. 
The  Book  of  Praise. 

From  tho  Bost  F.ngliah  Hymn 'WritcrB.    Ssloctcd  ftud«._, 

by  Sir  ItavifDKt.L  Palmeh.     J  New  and  Enlarge  £daioTt. 
The  Fairy  Book :  the  Best  Popular  Fairy  Storita. 

Stleeted  and  mndered  anew  by  the  Author  of  "John  Ual 

Oeutlemau," 
The  Ballad  Book. 

A  Seleotion  of  tho  choiccat  Brituh  Builads.     Edited  by  Wili 

ALLIKI)HA». 

The  Jest  Book. 

The  choicest  Anecdotes  and  Sa^dngs.     Selected  and  arranged  h 
Maak  Lbmok, 
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Bacon's  Essays  and  Colours  of  Good  and  Evil. 

With  Kotea  and  Glus&uial  luilui,  by  W.  Aldih  Wriobt,  U.A. 
',•  Large  paper  copiet,  crowu  Svo.  1b.  flA  ;  or  booni!  in  h«lf 
morocco,  I0&  6d. 
The  Pilgrim's  Progress 

From  this  World  to  that  wlii-oh  is  to  Cora*.    By  Johk  Bdntak. 
*,*  Lsrgs  pnpvr  copies,  crown  Sro.  clotb,  It.  M. ;  or  bound  in 
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The  Simdaij  Book  of  Poetry  for  ike  Young. 

Selected  luid  ammged  by  C.  F.  Albkawdek. 
A  Book  of  Oolden  Deeds  of  all  Timesand  all  Countries. 

Oathorcd  and  Narrated  auaw  by  tha  Author  uf  "Tho  Ueii  of 

Bedclyde. " 
The  Poetical  Works  of  Robert  Bums. 

Edited,   with   BioKmphicHl  Memoir,   by   ALEXANVEit  Smxtu. 

Two  Voli 
The  Adventures  of  Robinson  Crusoe. 

Edited  rrom  Ihu  Origiaal  EdLtioua  by  J.  W.  Claue,  U.A. 
The  Republic  of  Plato. 

TraniiJntdd  intu  Ensli^b  with  Kotesby  J,  Ll.  Davies,  M,A.  and 

D.  J.  Vacohak,  M.A. 
Tlu.  Soi^  Book. 

Words  and  Tunes  from  the  best  Poets  uiJ  UusiciaDB,   selucted 

and  arrangrd  by  JuaK  Uullak. 
La  Lyre  Fran^aise. 

Selected  and  arranged,  «ith  Noteis  byQosiAVE  UansoN. 
Tom  Broion's  School  Days, 

liy  an  Otn  Bot. 
A  Book  of  Worthies. 

tlathcred  frura   th«  old  UiHtories  and  written  anew    by   Ihr 

Aulbor  of  "  The  Heir  of  Iteddytfu." 

GoufflsniH. — Olobe  Edition.. 

T/ie  Miscella-ncous  Works  of  Oliver  Goldsmith. 

With  BiograpMcal  Kauiy  by  PRorEsBOB  Mah,sos.  Globe  five. 
3».  6iL 

Greek. — Spiritual  Philosophy. 

Founded  on  the  Teaching  of  the  late  Sahiibl  Tatlob  Coli- 
HiDOB,  By  the  Inta  JosKpa  Hemby  Ghees,  F.K.S.  D.C.L, 
Editiid,  with  a  Memoir  of  the  AnUior'B  Life,  by  Johs  Sjhoh 
F.R.S.    Two  Vols.  8ve.  cloth.     aSs. 
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Oicesses  at  Truth. 

By  Two  BnornBBB.     With  Vignette  Title  anil  Front 

A'etD  Edition,    Fcap.  Svo.     6j. 
GcTZOT,  M. — Memoir  of  M.  de  Barante. 

Tr&a<dAted   by  tlie  Autlior  of    "Jolin   Halifm,    Gentle 

Crown  8vo.     Ga.  M. 
Guide  to  the  Unprotected 

In  Evccy  Day  Matters  relating  to  Property  and  Income.     By  a 

llASKEtt's  Dauohteb.    ThirdEdition.   Eitra  tcap.  8to.    S*.  W. 
Hales  and  Twenitman. — A  Selection  of  Longer  English, 
Poems  for  Use  in  Schools. 

With  Exjjlaniilory  Notes,  4c.   By  J.  W.  llAiBfl  ondJ.  Twentt- 

MAM.    Extra  fcap.  8vo.  [In  the  Preat 

Hamebton. — A  Painter's  Camp  in  the  Highlands. 

By  F.  0.   Haueiitok.      tfeu  and  Cheaper  Editiim,   nan  toI. 

Eitni  fcap.  Svo.     8», 
Etching  and  Etchers. 

A  Treatise  Critical  and  Practical.     By  P.  Q.  Hambbtoit,    With 

Originoi  Platea   by  Kehzkakiit,  Callot,    Dujardim,   Paul 

PoTTKii,  4c.    Royal  Svo.      HalfaoroMo.     3Ij.  8rf. 

Hamilton". — On  Truth  and  Error. 

TlioDRlits  on  the  Princijilee  of  Trnth,  and  the  Cauau  and  Efleet 
of  Error.     By  Joas  Hamilton.    Crown  Svo.    fi*. 

Arthur's  Seat ;  or.  The  Church  of  the  Banned. 
By  Jotts  Hamilton.     Crown  Sro.     6». 
Hardwick. —  Works  h/  the  Ven.  Abchdeacom  HakdwtCK. 

Christ  and  other  Masters. 

A  Historical  Inquiry  into  some  of  tin  Chief  Parallelisms  and 
Contraata  between  Chriatianity  and  the  Eeli^ous  Systoms  of  the 
Ancient  World.  New  Edition,  rei'ised.  and  a  Prefutory  Hetuoir 
by  the  Rev.  Fhancis  Fhoctek,  M.A.  Two  rohi.  crown  S-vo.  1£«. 

A  History  of  Hie  Christian  Church. 

Middle  Age.  From  Grepiry  tho  Great  to  the  Eicomronnioation 
of  Luthsr.  Edited  by  FiUNCia  Pbocteh,  If.A.  With  Fonr 
Mans  constracted  for  tliis  voiTl  by  A.  KEfTB  JouKsToN,  Stoond 
Edition.     Crown  Svo,     10s.  td. 

A    History    of    the     Christian    Church    during   the 
Reformation. 

Bevised  by  FftANCiarcoCTEE,  M.A.  Second  Sdition.  Crown 
Svo.     10).  U. 

•  Tovm  Congregations. 


Twentij  Sermons  for 
Crown  Svo.     6).  6d. 
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Helps. — Realm  ah. 

BjARrnuu  IlEiJ-a.    Two  Tola,  crown  8vo.     16».  , 

Hemming. — An  Elementarif  Trealise  on  ike  Differential  and 
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BjG.  W.  Hehuiko,  M.A,     Second  Edition.     8ro.    Si. 

Hebschel. — T}ie  Iliad  of  Homer. 
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Bart.     Svo.     16«. 

Hervet. — Tlie  Genealogies  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ. 
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Heevey  (Rosamond). 
The  Aarhtrgs. 

Two  vols,  crown  8to.  doth.     El». 
Duke  Ernest,  J 

A  Tragedy  ;  and  other  Poems.     Fcap.  Svo.     Si.  ■ 

Hiatus :  the  Voiil  in  Modem  Education.  I 

Its  Caose  and  Antidote.     By  Oirns.     Svo.     Si.  Sil.  i 

Higginson. — Malhonc : 

An  Oid  Port  Romance.     By  T.  W,  Hiooissos,     Fcap,  Svo. 
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Psabiis  of  David  chTonologieaUij  arranged. 

Aa  Ampndei  Version,  with  HiBtoricol  Introductions  nnd  F.x]i|»- 
natorj-Nolra.     By  Foui:  Frienus.     Crowu  8to.     10«.  fld. 

PucKLE. — An  ElemcrUary  Treatise  on  Conic  Sections  and  y 
Algebraic  Oeometry,  wilA  ttvmcrous  Examples  and  ] 
Uinta  for  their  Solviion, 

F«prrmtlv  designed  fur  tlic  Use  of  Ttogiuncrs-  By  0.  Hale  1 
rucKLK.'  M.A.  lUfd  Uuater  of  Viadprnicri?  CoUvgii,  TMri  I 
Edition,  mtargcd.    C'fftwn  Bvo.    7a.  6d.  \ 

PuLLEK.— TAf  Psalter  and  Canticlee,  Pointed  ftyr  Clianiit^,  J 

AVilh  Marls  of  Exprcaiion,  nnd  a  Lint  of  Apiirojuintc  Chanta-  I 
lly  Ihc  Rpv.  Hekuv  TtLLES.  J(.A.     Bvo.     b.  1 

IJalech. — The  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  lastd  vpm' 
Contemj»/rary  Docummtx. 
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By  tile  Hon.  Q.  C.  Bkodbick,  B.  II.  lIvTroi;,  Lor.n  Hovoutok,  I 
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The  Englisli  Universities  ami  the  English  Poor. 
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Mghtk  Tkoutand.     Imp.  l$mo.     it.  6d. 
Seaton. — A  Hand-Book  of  Vaccination. 
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